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By ROBERT REINHART Comparing Time Doing the Dopey Hollywood, March 22 
According to Eddie Cantor ‘all Contrast to the B. O. Drop ee —— — ret ght of 
i te ake. dl “er - ° ; musical and farce comedy produc- 
radio is a hootchie-kootchie wamen . —Points Anew That When Detroit, March 22. tions are planned by under seal s 
that wiggles just long enough. Then [Jan.-Feb. Combined Percent- ‘Doing the Dopey,’ a new } ny Bnei 7 io tote 
she goes into a tent, and a man sells ages.] Theatre Attendance . a he — ae ens Peewee Seen 
t dicine.” This is rcerpt of . me + % dance craze conceived from Front office execs hold tunefilms 
| he macneene. : ing 1s Be ae a 0 NIGHTTIME | Drops Radio ‘Circulation ‘Snow White and the Seven too hazardous a venture, with pres- 
pera ~~ old a ee a 1938 1937 1936 Zooms Dwarfs’ (RKO), was introduced ent high production costs, and only 
- oe a - Sica aiaak it 7 42 % G% ps here last week by Johnny by studding casts with cluster of top 
t oe Saat aaa og ing laces Hour shows ...... 18.8 14.7 15.5 Hamp’s band, current in Book- names can they be assured an even 
12 was guest s} er e. One-half hours ... 96 80 73 C.A.B. FIGURES Cadilise Hotel's Book Casino. break or a slim profit on this type 
Invited to address the group by 15 mins, (4-5 wkly).10.4 10.3 11.4 Hamp previously had received || picture. 
Frik Barnouw, who conducts the 15 mins. (2-3 wkly). 8.0 5.4 5.0 se permish from RKO and Walt Broad farce comedies are said to 
| gl muon doe rig fe 15 mins, (1 week) 6.0 3.2 3.3 While theatre business has been Disney to present dance and fall into the same category, with re- 
@ alr. s DAYTIME eee bes naeane music. ports on current releases as well as 
ironical for one who had never been . off during January and February of as ithi ' ; 
F ‘ 2 28 33 he ee EN a adio lis- Dancers from Roth and Bor- those released within past six 
through grammar school to talk at One-half hour .... 3. ; this year, it appears that radio lis c ‘ 

. _ bre Ss! = Sst nell" es ‘ : BG eee “aN dun hoofing school here demon- months that the market is none too 
Columbia University, he spoke 15 mins. (4-5 wkly). 4.3 34 4.3 || tening is increasing. Figures of the cata Gen cents mune taninieil forte and especially in subsequents 
briefly on the importance of writers|]| 15 mins. (2-3 wkly). 1.9 16 15 Cooperative Analysis of Broadcast- oe ee <ieags i Pe turns dis: ‘nting 
to radi As ssful progr he ing, standard measurement service by Crawford and Caskey, dance are returns disappointing. 

AP saree ag pete ergy alleen veges ee : ry t The|| duo, also current at Casino, Romantic action yarns and solid 
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defined as one which kept increasing of radio, bring out this aspect. subject matter, with latter depend- 
sales and one which people 1 *| A ( k N T 8 BEEF boxed breakdown, herewith, com- |ing more on story merit than stellac 
membered. bines the two January and the two pull, will have call on new lineups, 
He said: ‘No matter how entertain- | February popularity ratings of 50) 000 00 FAIR according to advance indications, 
ing a program may be, if no sales C. A. m. for — over-all average for 9 >] Contention of producers although 
result, eventually there will be no () T programs according to time: hour, |costs may be heavy due to magni- 
program.’ half hour, ete. - | tude of films, is that they won’t have 
Discussing the controversy be-| January-February weeks include 
tween radio and newspapers, he the peak of the radio listening curve 9 


to go overboard on star cast names. 

















: I vers, 2) = whee Overhead in music departments 
| stated that the latter had a ‘mistaken | for three winters. Peak itself may |and staffs for musical productions 
idea’ that radio takes away their | vary three or four weeks one way or | being chopped. 
business. Stated also that children | oS) CSNGr, COPRERINE OF eeenee, Coe | Recently formed team of Harry 
actually run the radio business, If —— nomics and other variables. But a | Warren and Johnny Mercer will 
theve-4s one radic -in the heuse. | ’ three-year comparative contrast of | turn out most of the tunes for War- 
the child will probably get the pro- | Eastern agents are squawking over | the average of the combined months |ners. Mercer is taking Al Dubin’s 
j gram it wants. | the way picture companies are drop- | reveals the intensity and spread of ; | place as lyric writer for Warren. Ha 
Asked to discuss timing, he said ping people on the Coast, meantime | Public listening. It is well known rian SO Cee @ See gene | (Continued on page 63) 
(Continued on page 61) powry evincing much interest in other from the experience of the depres-/|in the first year of the New York 
a possibilities for films that are being | Sion that when the family's amuse-| World’s Fair is tied up in elaborate 
AN OXFORD SAGEBRUSHER | otfered. Not only are the producers | ment budget is curtailed, and the- | preview celebration now being ar-| JURISPRUDENCE ON A 
San Antonio, March 22. | sharply reducing contract lists but, |atres suffer, radio curves tend to go eee a eee May 1. 
Rex Stuart, a sagebrusher from) if taking on anyone new, are bar-/ UD. Se ee eee ee ae ential SOUNDTRACK D C IDEA 
Oxford, making a p.a. in boys’ dept. | gaining hard for terms. _ one Sieur bl a omg sone apcgapord a 
£ a. ; e | i he ) 
of Joske’s Department Store, not; Agents who have people on the 7,000,000 must sccmaiele tea yore oy 
clicking so hot with those range-| Coast don’t know what to do with | MARBLE-SHOOTING from the hinterland. Believe by ap- | Washington, March 22 


bred Texas kids, due to the! the large number of featured players | Experimental use of sound-record- 


85 eat ‘caiareraestate pealing a year in advance, enthusi-|, 7 E ned Asst ig 
mrtlls accent. | whose options are not being lifted. NOW AN INDUSTRY? asm for the exposition may be gen- ing apparatus to speed up and im- 


rove court proceedings was recom- 
erated. I I B “i 


—— | mended last wee! by the House Ju- 
° ° o,° Lynchburg, Va., March 22. Motorcade parade, with all cor- diciary Committee. Favorably re- 

On- | entia ul tion For third successive year, WLVA porewene having exhibits at fair and ported the Hobbs bill authorizing in- 
has signed Royal Crown Cola to | other firms, will be highlighted in ctallation of recording apparatus in 


|preview. Fair expects to secure | federal district court here and re- 


— !; sponsor city-wide marbles tourna- | ie . : ae ; : 
ment. Glenn Jackson spiels. special rail fates to encourage production equipment in the D. C, 

















(News Item) Station sends short-wave car to | (Continued on page 17) } (Continued on page 62) 
Dallas, March 22. | each of city’s dozen playgrounds to | a = 
George Cranston, Nelson Olmstead and Elbert Haling of WBAP, Ft. | pick up daily elimination tourna- | 








a free case of soda at each broadcast, 


Worth, spent several days in the Texas State Prison at Huntsville last ments. Crowd gathers on promise of THE HOUR OF CHARM i) 
week auditioning 6,500 prisoners for a new radio program. | ~ 


Among those auditioned is a former first trumpet for Hal Kemp’s or-| and plenty of commercial is en- MUSIC THAT LINGERS ON , 
chestra, who wili lead a six-man jam team in the prison follies. Theme! twined in the marbles’ play-by-play. % 
song will be ‘Twilight and You,’ written by the trumpeter. First place winner goes to Wild- 


: . | wood, N. J.. for national mibs play- 
and second-placet sets ip 
CONFIDENTIAL AUDITION REPORT Tan 
29223—Tenor. Claims he was m.c. for Balaban & Katz and also toured - 
with Fanchon & Marco unit. Wowed ‘em in Walla-Walla, Natiy dresser ‘ ’ 
and has melting brown eyes Dance of Death Bally 
20224—Former oil stock salesman Has a Phil Stewart quality in his 
voice. Good prospect for announcer 





20225—Says he can play ‘Margie’ on musical saw, but warden won't let Des Moines. March 22 
him practice in his cell. The Des Moines Register and 

20226—Bass. Good material for quartet but must be used before April 18, | Tribune is sponsoring a ‘dance of 
as penitentiary’s option is up. death’ thriller for the city on 


20227—Promising mimic, but his knees are so sore from scrubbing floors March 31, with Betty Fox and Benny 
’ . r 4 F . Trae Aannrin ~~ anl ¢ > 
he says he can’t imitate Al Jolson anymore. Use pull to get him a soft job Fox dancing atop a steel pole 100 








on rock pile. feet above the six-story Flynn build- 
20228—Comedian. All original stuff. Claims he never stole a joke in his | ing on the corner of Seventh and 
life. Formerly did a two-act in radio but when they demanded money | Locust streets 
i the station manager swore out a warrant Warden refuses to discuss The free act tal place five ; fs 
20228's partner, 20229, formerly dramatic and music editor of the Texas | times during the day, regardless of 
Prison Echo, who said the warden was off-key. 20229 is now in solitary,| weather, and it is expected to draw, | PHIL SPITALNY earx centrat Hotet, new vorx 








where the warden and Lou Holtz says all criti ; should be. 300,000 thrill-seekers on that day i 
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Jack Warner’ $ Dinner to Exiled 
Thos. Mann May Touch Off a Militant 


Anti-Hitler Campaign | in Hollywood 





Hollywood, March 22. 
Though up to now producers have 
tried hard to turn their backs on 
political upheavals abroad, figuring 
it was bad biz to air their own po- 
litical biases while trying to sell the 


| AMECHE'S JAW ACHE 
STYMIES PIX, RADIO 


Hollywood, March 22 


foreigner a bill of goods, conditions 4. atect ‘ag Marrone ast 
f law inrection s Keeping Li 
have changed so much that many . . ; i gina 
n favor of saying ‘Nuts to the Ameche out of pictures and radio 
are i a ¢ g ‘Nuts 
; , for a week, 
foreign market, let’s be ourselves. Ce ee ia a i aan 
PicritY AW1IY is SHVVGLUTIS atroura aiiti 


First to step right out and face the 
issues is Jack Warner, who will 
throw a $100-a-plate dinner in his 
home for Thomas Mann, — d Ger- 


anders Rag 
Fred 


to repeat as m.c. 


time 

MacMurray 
on the Chase 
& Sanborn broadcasts Sunday nights. 


on ‘Alex 
20th-Fox. 


ing by 


is stand- 





man author and Nobel prize winne! CALITO SAE 
proceeds to go to Anti-Nazi League 

activities. At this tariff, dinner, H A | R 
scheduled for March 31, looks set to} ays’ noua eport 


net $10,000. 

League itself and Warners as in- 
Gividuals are looking also into the 
advisability of rooting out Nazi ac- 
tivities on the Coast and generally 
taking the offensive against any lo Annual 
cal Hitlerism. They point out that! ture p 
it didn’t pay Austria and isn’t paying 
England to wear its pants out sitting 
on the fence, and while their main 
job is to make pictures, there's not 
much fun in making them under a|} 
Fascist setup. touched on. 

Authors to a man have been aware Strides made in 
of this ever since Hitler gathered | operation 
thousands of books and burned them 


Will Highlight Visual 


meeting of the Motion Pic- 
roducers & Distributors 
ciation scheduled for next 
| (28) will be featured by reading of 
| report on year’s accomplishments by 
Will Hays. Outstanding basic prob- 
lems confronting the industry will be 


asso- 


establishing co- 
between the film business 
and visual education in the schools 


in a public square. Films, they ar- | also is expected to come in for treat- 
gue, burn even easier and make a/ ment. Educators may come out fiat- 
much bigger bonfire for pyromaniacs | footedly in proposing that the 
in the field of politics. MPPDA suggest films which its 


member companies desire to release 
to educational institutions be sent 
through the recently created film 
library organization. 


Anti-Nazi League, headed by Don- 
ald Ogden Stewart, has had several 
executive meetings, trying to de- 
termine if it should shift from an ; 
educational policy to something more | Understood that this is dependent 
militant. Hollywood it feels, is so) 0" what progress has been made 
fed up with dictators that towards setting up the library as- 
about time the town did some dic-|S°C!ation as a national unit which 


ils 


tating itself and, rather than be could handle wholesale buying, leas- 
barred from certain countries, take | !"8 and possibly releasing of edu- 
the initiative and refuse to show | Cational subjects, 

its pictures in these countries as| As Part of the promotion of proper 


use for films in schools, American 
Council of Education is expected 
shortly to start a three-year experi- 
mental program. This will include 
teaching instructors on how to ac- 
complish most with audio-visual pic- 
tures and how to use them success- 
fully in the classroom. 

Hays addressed the organization’s 
| Advertising Advisory Council Mon- 
day (21) outlining new develop- 
; ments in matter of keeping ad copy 
clean. Confab was officially listed 
as routine. 


part of a general economic isolation 
policy. 

If, as has been frequently argued, 
man cannot live by bread alone, it 
is now being argued around Holly- 
wood that the absence of Hollywood 
pictures may add to the discontent of 
European peasants and so help them 
throw off the yoke of dictatorship 
and help the world to get back to 
happier days. 

Withdrawing from a foreign mar- 
ket, normally bad biz because it 
leaves the field wide open for local | 
turkeys to make the grade, isn't to 
be feared in the instance of dicta- 
tors because dictators can't make pix. 
Mussolini proved that. Hollywood 
even gave Il Duce, Jr., the brushoff | 
when he came over to learn how at 
Hal Roach’s invitation. 


BBC’s Idea to Make 
Televish Independent 
Of Film Producers 


London, March 8 

Moves intended eventually to make 
television independent of motion pic- 
ture cooperation have been put in| 
train at British Broadcasting Corp. | 
Alexandra Palace station. For fill- | 
ing out programs and _ providing. 
background material, station has had 
to take newsreels and stock stuff 
from distributors, in consequence of 
which exhibitors have been setting 
up a loud squawk. 

Now B.B.C. has formed its 
modest film unit, which is already 
experimenting with feature and 
short production, apart from shoot- 
ing stock library stuff. Shortage of 
cash necessarily is preventing any 





Muni as Darrow? 


Hollywood, March 22. 
Warners are mulling writer lists 
preparatory to assigning the biog- 
raphy of the late Clarence Darrow 
for development into a screen play. 
Paul Muni is under consideration 
| for the name role. 


LeRoy’s Quickie East 


Hollywood, March 22. 

The world premiere of ‘Fools for 
| Scandal,’ which he directed for War- 
ners, is taking Mervyn LeRoy to 
New York by plane today (Tues.) 
It opens at Radio City Music Hall 
Thursday (24). 

He’s due back on the Coast this 
weekend, 


Laurel-Hardy’s Mex P.A. 


Hollywood, March 22. 
Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy will 
trek to Mexico City some time 

















own pearances, 
Contracts have been 


dates left open ul 


signed with 
afier comple- 


Miss,’ their newest picture. 


Band’ at | 


Education in Fiims 


Monday 


the Coast. 





Add: Awards 


By JACK OSTERMAN 


Having nothing to do Sunday te- 
tween the hours of five and six we 





though we would sit down and figure | 


‘McGUIRE AND METRO 


give Acad- 
we had an 
awards. So 
you're inter- 


out to whom would we 
emy Awards, providing 
Academy and also the 
here they are in case 
ested: 
| Best 
' prison 
naturally we 
its sequels. 


Story — The six 


Warners 


Original 
themes 


3est Sound—Arthur Caesar, Sam 
Lyons and Harry Cohn 

Best lighting—Cantor lighting a 
Camel on his new program 

Best Scenes—inside of any exec’s 
offices in Hollywood. 

Best Actress—Anyone who can 
talk her way to stardom. 

Best Actor—-Ditto. 

Best Photography—Closeup of 2 


| five-year contract. 
Best Director—Man who tells you 
on what track the Chief leaves for 


~Man who tells 
leaves for 


Best Ass’t Director 
you on what track Chief 
Broadway. 

Best 
walking in any 


Best Author 


Dance Direction—Alice Brady 


farce. 


The guy who steals 


ithe idea first. 





| O’Neil to Carrie 


| sides win... 


Best Producer—Pop Dionne. 


It Happened Last Week 

Actors Equity had a mass meeting 
at the Astor hotel last Friday 
a grand madhouse, no 
but must have been 
plenty laryngytis after the 
affair was over. First 
nominating everyone 


and 


it was one 


hurt mortally 


cases of 
they started 
from Nance 
Nation. Then they 
got down to serious arguing about to 
WPA or not to WPA that is the 
question; if it is right for amateurs 
to get a break while professionals 
are laying off, etc., but then we coyly 
ask who is to judge what constitutes 
an amateur today. All we know is 
that the entire cast of ‘Pins and 
Needles’ were amateurs at the break 
of the barrier, but they're all now 
100%, Equity. However, a good time 
was had by all. 

Nero played his fiddle while Bur- 
gess Meredith burned, and whatever 
they are fighting for we hope both 
what can we lose? 

On the way out we were handed 
a leaflet with bold headlines saying, 
‘Act For Spain Now.’ We informed 
them we would much prefer acting 
for Sid Piermont and Al Rosen first, 
just te sorta break our jump. We 
finally got a load of ‘One Third of A 
Nation’ and what a hunk of play that 
is. Not only a grand true story, but 
flashing a set that makes the one in 
‘Dead End’ look like a unit. 





Thoughts 3-hile Thinking 


Wonder if : ‘er Garbo marries 
Stokowski she'll still say, ‘I want to 
be alone?’ ... Nothing surpasses the 
Radio City Music Hall stage shows 
for beauty and precision... We still 
think best short ever written was by 
Leoncavallo, he called it ‘Pagliacci’ 

. many an author could take a tip 
from him and just write first acts... 
that TWA plane service is getting to 
be quite a dangerous gag; we mean, 
letting the wife or else ride along 
free . Slogan for it might be ‘Boys 





tion of editing on Hal Roach’s ‘Swiss | gested, 


Meet Wives” ... Speaking of TWA, 
we sometimes wonder what will hap- 
pen to the New Deal when it runs out 
of initials . . . personally IOU still 
seems to be holding its own... Met 
| Francis Renault on the street who 
| complained about tough conditions; 
| said an agent offered him a Sunday 


in | at such low fig 
April for three weeks of personal ap- | ot ay re ie te meee 


get a blonde wig and play it himself 

. Sadie Banks celebrated her 32d 
| theatrical year at Old Roumanian 
{Inn by singing a number we 
‘'m One of The Few Banks 
| That Never Failed.’ 


sug- 





considerable development of the unit 
at this time. 

Other methods of obtaining picture 
footage include offers for rights of 
Continental productions, in New 
York Felix Greene is buying air 
rights to pictures of the pre-tele- 
vision period. Amateur produce.s 
are also invited to sell their produc- 
tions, 


and 
ena in 


Al Dubin | Tells off WB. 





BARBARA'S S’LONG 
Hollywood, March 22 H 
Barbara Stanwyck has been signed 
by 20th-Fox for the lead in ‘Always 
Goodbye.’ | 
-aymond Griffith will produce, | 
A} ian Dwan directing. | 


Sam Fox vs. 
Buster Crabbe’s act 
Equity’s vote 


Winchell tiffing with N. Y. Mirror. 





ae News of Pix Interest 


Phonograph recording circuit with commercial plugs. 
Metro-Robbins-20th over tahke 
Metro musie pubs oppose old ASCAP rating idea............ 


Page 12 
(whe tebe eatedes Page 31 
Terr Terrie re Page 47 
errer Page 47 
.Page 47 
.Page 48 


music pub deals 


.Page 60 


re 


produced; | 
mean the first one and | 


' ness 


| (Wednesday) 


| ducer 
| jecture because he’s not talking much 











————— 


Theatre Chain Protests WSGN, B hen, 





KISS ’N’ MAKE UP 


Hollywood, March 22. 
William Anthony McGuire is post- 
poning his return to Broadway with 
a musical show for at least anothe: 
year. Producer-writer is getting to- 
gether with Metro on a contract t 
replace his pact expiring March 25. 
Details are ironed out and signing 
is set for this week. He may take a 
rest before undertaking his next as- 
signment. 


Goldwyn, Fairbanks, 
Dave Rose Sail Today 
On Korda-UA Dickers 


Samuel Goldwyn is making 
trip to London, sailing 
The nature of 
which is taking the 
to England, is open to 


a busi- 
today 
the 

pro- 

con- 


business 


these davs. However, it concerns a 
deal again whereby he and Alex- 
ander Korda would purchase United 
Artists. 


David Rose, Goldwyn’'s v.p., ac- 
companies the producer along with 


Douglas Fairbanks. 

Maurice Silverstone, U.A.’s chief in 
Europe, may return with Goldwyn, 
to headquarter in the U. S. 

As London cables have indicated, 
Korda has fresh money for pro- 
ducing purposes and for purchase of 
control of United Artists. 

Hollywood, March 22. 

Lack of quorum caused posipone- 
ment Monday (21) of intended United 
Artists board meeting. Absence of 
David Rose, vice-president of Gold- 
wyn productions, who fiew east, 
caused the sesh to be put over. 

Rose is sailing with Goldwyn fo: 
London Wednesday (23). 


"SAILINGS 


March 29 





(Los Angeles to Hono- 


‘lulu), Lawrence Tibbett (Mariposa). 


March 23 ‘London to New York 
Alexander Korda, Merle Oberon, 
Loretta Fischer, Gene Sheldon, Judy, 
Annie and Zeke Canova (Norman- 
die). 

March 23 (New York to London). 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Goldwyn, Mr. 
Mrs. Douglas Fairbanks, Sr., 
Rose (Berengaria). 

March 18 (New York to London), 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Lukas, Mr. and 
Mrs. King Vidor, Mr. and Mrs. Gil- 
bert Miller, Col. Wasili de Basil, Mr 
and Mrs. Irving Haim, Isidore Ach- 
ron, Rene Le Roy, Pasquier Trio, 
Uday Shankar Troupe, Michel Fokina 
(Ile de France). 

March 17 (New York to Copen- 
hagen), Helga Weeke (‘(Batory). 

March 16 
Dr. George B. Cameron (Hansa). 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Leslie Arliss. 
Harry Baldwin. 
Ed Beloin. 

Jack Benny. 
Milton Berle. 
Glenda Farrell. 
J. J. Felder. 
Leon Fromkess. 
Jack Gross. 
Sigrid Gurie. 
Otto Harbach. 
Louise Henry. 
Rochelle Hudson. 
Walter Woolf King. 
Harry Leedy. 
Mervyn LeRoy. 
Ella Logan. 

Bill Morrow. 
Jack Pearl. 

Ted Pearson. 
David Rose. 
James Saphier. 
Pauline Swanson. 
Rudy Vallee. 

| Ward Wilson. 


David 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Mort Blumenstock, 

Dr. Saul C. Colin. 
Benjamin David. 

Car] Leserman, 

Rolland Martini. 

Charles Michaelson. 
Sam Schneider. 
Gradwel] L. Sears. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lew Seile: 
Hunt Stromberg. 











Law rence Tibbett. 


and | 


(New York to London), 


Charging Admission at Broadcast 


” 


Birmingham, March 22 

Indicative of the growing rivalry 
between radio and the theatre is the 
flareup here between the Wilby- 
Kincey theatres and Radio Station 
WSGN, operated under lease by the 
Birmingham News-Age-Herald.  R., 
M. Kennedy, local manager for the 
theatre chain, registered a strenuous 
protest against WSGN, which receni- 
ly rented a hall, and is charging ad- 





mission for a variety show put on 
for one hour each Sunday afternoon. 
Kennedy complained that this was 
n direct competition with the the- 
atres, threatened to boycott ihe 
newspapers and did take away fiee 


privilege of the radio station 


Pass 


personnel. He claimed the station 
was setting a bad precedent. 
This, however, did not swerve the 


radio station one bit in its program, 
Henry P. Johnston, general mana- 
ger, stated he began the program to 
help pay the assessment levied 
against this NBC outlet by the 
American Federation of Musicians. 


There are also two sponsors for. the 
program, one of each half hour, 
which makes it a profitable one ,to 


the station. 

Since the program was begun six 
weeks ago it has been voted the most, 
popular local program on any station 
in Birmingham in a poll conduct<«d 
by the News-Age-Herald, also the 
fifth best program, including all 
| those on the hookups. 

Johnston said that since he had to 
pay the musical assessment, he might 
just as well use the musicians fully. 
The program consists mosily of mu- 
sical numbers with a few comedy 
features interspersed. It is 
cast over the Alabama networks &s 
well and talent is chosen from over 
the state. 

Despite the theatre protest. John- 
ston said the program would be con- 
tinued for 13 weeks as originally 
tended, after which baseball games 
will be broadcast at this period. It 
probably will be resumed in ithe full. 


DALLAS TREK STARTS 
FOR DEPINET DINNER 


broad- 


First contingent to the Nee E. 
Depinet testimonial dinner in Dal- 
las Saturday (26) from the east 


leaves N.Y. tomorrow (Thurs.) night 
in special car. Chartered plane 
lleaves Friday. Affair is sponsored 
by Karl Hoblitzelle and Robert J. 
O'Donnell to mark 30 years in show 
_ business for Depinet. 

| Included in list of those who have 
| signified their intention of making 
|trek to Dallas, where Depinet start- 
ed in industry, are Neil Agnew, Grad 


' 


Sears, Carl Lesserman, Herb Yates, 
John Wood, George and Charles 
,Skouras. Sam Dembow, William 
| Saal, Charles Cassanave, Williem 


| McKay, Al Barlow, John Hennegan, 
Nate Blumberg, Ricardo Cortez, Mil- 
ton Berle, Jules Levy, J. R. McDon- 
ough, Lee Marcus, Bob Sisk, Cliff 
Reid, Lou Lusty, Howard Benedict, 
Mike Rosenberg, Cress Smith, Ed. 
| McEvoy, Ralph Rolan, Phil Reisman 
and Barret McCormick. 
| Following dinner Saturday, special 
| transportation has been arranged to 
| bring back film people on Sunday, 
|arriving in N.Y, Tuesday (29). Spe- 
| cial plane gets back in Manhattan 
ay. Reduced transportation 
have been secured. Details 
being handled by Ralph Rolan, 








| rates 
| ale 


lin the East, and O’Donnell in. the 
West. 
Hollywood, March 22. 


Heavy delegation from here plane 
|wnd train to Dallas for the Ned De- 
jpinet testimonial dinner there 
| March 26. 
| In contingent will be Al Lichtman, 
|Charles Skouras, Mike Rosenberg, 
| Lec Spitz, Jules Levy, Ricardo Coi- 
tez, J. R. McDonough, Lee Marcus 
Robert Sisk, Lou Lusty, Jesse Lasky, 
Cliff Work, S. Barrett MeCormick, 
| Howard Benedict. 
| Milton Berle was slated to m.c. 

the affair, given by Karl Hoblitzelle 
and Bob O'Donnell, but death of his 
father may cause a switch. 

More than 100 from New York and 

Hollywood will make the Texas 
jaunt, 





ARRIVALS 


Rene Huisman, Evelyn 
Piuce Mapes, Oskar Weitzne! 
Maiman, 


Chandgler, 
Exr] 


Paul Muni, 
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See the Rockefellers Ultimately 


Fronts with Metro, U Showing Way: START WN APAI| Owning 257, of RKO After Reorg: 


Future Management Idea Unknown 


—— ° 


Hollywood, March 22 
m production, stymied for weeks 
by tax bites and economy waves, is 
lifted out of the doldrums. 


Fil 


hein 
) > 


With Metro and Universal leading 
the way, the entire lineup of major 
and indie outfits is readying addi- 


tional cameras for the sprint. 

In addition to pictures already in 
the filming process at Metro, includ- 
ing the expensive ‘Marie Antoinette,’ 
Director George Seitz put his ‘Yel- 





low Jack’ cast into action last Fri- 
day (18); ‘Lord Jeff’ rolled yester- 
day (Mon.), and ‘Snug Harbor’ will 
be given the starting signal before 
the and of this week. 

Four features, two of them heavy- 


budzeters, were given the lens nod 
yesterday (Mon.) and today at Uni- 
versal. One is ‘The Rage of Paris,’ 
o(t-postponed American debuter fot 
Danielle Darrieux, French import, | 
vio will have Douglas Fairbanks, | 
Jr., opposite her. Henry Koster is | 
directing from a script by Bruce 
Manning and Felix Jackson. Other 
‘4’ is John M. Stahl’s ‘My Letter of 
Introduction,’ witih Edgar Bergen 
and Charlie McCarthy in the upper 
brackets, and Adolphe Menjou and 
Andrea Leeds heading the support- 
in 


¥ cast. 

U's third feature is Edmund 

Grainger’s ‘Riot Patrol’ with Trem | 

Cart’s ‘Air Devils’ as its fourth. 
Warners, with several smaller pic- 

tures currently in the making, will 


push ‘Comet Over Broadway,’ a 
Bette Davis starrer, over the start- 
ing line April 4, with William 


Keighley directing. 
While RKO has hit a new low,| 
with only ‘Blind Alibi’ actually un- | 


der way, Pandro Berman, production | 
chief, has several scripts ready to 
go as soon as he, Leo Spitz and | 


yther company execs complete their} 
discussions on next season’s sched- 
ule 

Selznick-International is readying 
to resume operations in a few days, 
with ‘The Young at Heart,’ featuring 
Janet Gaynor, the first to go. 

Columbia's ‘You Can't Take It 
With You,’ which Frank Capra will 
direct, will be put in work April 1.| 
Casting is now under way, with! 
Lionel Barrymore and Spring By- 
ington already set. 





ADD RKO POSTPONEMENTS. 


Now Set Over Until April 4—Usual 
Routine 


Upon the motion of Hamilton C. 
Pickaby, of the law firm of Simpson, 
Thacher & Barlett, representing pro- 
ponent of RKO’s reorganization plan, 
and upon his expressed hope that a 
modided plan of reorganization | 
which would warrant confirmation | 
might be ready within two weeks, | 
N. Y. Federal Judge William O. | 
Bondy consented to let the matter | 
29 over until April 4, at 3:30 p.m. | 
Nothing was stated in court, on Mon- 
day (21), regarding that which might 
b2 holding up the modifications, or 
what modifications were being con- 
sidered, 

There were the usual opposing | 
speeches, all of which attempted to 
hav2 the proponents tip off what 
they might be considering, but the 
court wouldn’t go for that. 

One attorney, hitherto unnoticed ait 
hearings, tried to get the court to 
compel Rickaby to reveal what dis- 
position was being considered on the | 
common shares, Another attorney, 
representing a broker, wanted Rick- 
avy to reveal what would happen 
ty the debentures. 


Thera 


no answer to either. 
and apparently | 
likewise, that 

was to be! 


an unfinished 


was 
explained, 
the court thought 
nothing constructive 
discussing 


Rickaby 


served by 
plan 

[t was a comparatively quiet ses- 
3100, with the usual attorneys, be- 
sides some new faces showing up. 
Every hearing brings up at least one 
x two attorneys who hitherto may 


have not participated or made an | 
4)p2arance at prior hearings. 

And that’s the usual sequence of | 
2vents at reorganization and bank- | 
tugisy hearings, of which RKO is 





A Super-77B 
Hollywood, March 22, 
indie producer, ct 
the bankruptcy 


Small 
rently in 


if- 
cour a 
destined for 


is convinced he is 


an important niche in the pic- 
ture industry. Discussing what 
he likes to call his ‘success’ 


with a pal, he exclaimed 

‘Look! Two vears ago I had 
$30 to my name, and now I owe 
a quarter of a million!’ 











| tists; 


jand J. 


| pared 


1950, of which 


TOP FILM EXECS. 


CONVERGE ON 
YWOOD 


Every important company presi- 
dent will have been on the Coast 
within the coming two weeks, with 
seven of them 
there, These include three who 
make their headquarters on the Pa- 
cific slope, and the others are visitors 
from the east. 


Three from the Coast are Dr. A. 


H. Giannini, president of United Ar- | 
Cohn, president of Co-'! 


Harry 
lumbia, and Harry M. Warner. 


And at present there are Sidney R. | 


Kent, president of 20th Century-Fox; 
Leo Spitz, president of RKO; Nate 
Blumberg, president of 
R. Grainger, president of Re- 

Soon Barney Balaban will 
join the group, 


public. 
also 
And additionally, there are a load 


f vice-presidents, general managers 


of 


and sales managers now visiting the | 


All there in connection 
the coming season's product require- 
ments of their respective companies 


Coast. 


Brief Buying Season For 


Fox-WC; 3 Deals Overlap 


Los Angeles, March 22. 
Fox-West Coast’s film buying se#a- 


son this year will be a brief one, due | 


to multiple deals negotiated with 
three of the major distributing com- 
panies last season. Contracts with 
‘etro, 20th-Fox and Warners have 
aoother year to go. 

J. J. Sullivan, circuit's head film 
buyer, is now in New York, huddling 
on preliminary discussions with Para- 
mount and other companies whose 
product will be used 
during 1938-39. 


F-WC execs are leaning strongly 
toward two-year and longer deals, 


particularly as they affect major stu- 
dio product. 
Reagan’s Feature Billing 
Hollywood, March 22. 
Warners will feature Ronald Rea- 
Bryan 


Fan in 


‘For the Defense.’ 

Ken Gamet and Don Ryan are 
scripting, 
the last Even Judge Bondy re- 
marked that the 5th anniversary of 


RKO bankruptcy was at hand. 
K-A-O and Keith Corp. Divvy 
Net profit of Keith-Albee-Orpheum 


the 


Corp. was about $70,000 higher in 
1937 than in preceding year, annual 


report issued this week revealed. 
Net was $1,300,887, equivalent to 
$20.23 per preferred com- 
with 41,237,141 or $19.23 per 
preferred share in 1936. K-A-O re- 
port showed tota! income of $15,641,- 
all but $1,708,061 came 
theatre admi Operating 
expenses were placed at $13,069,519. 
Company paid federal government 
$11.875 in surtaxes on undistributed 
profits. 
B. F. Keith Corp. net profit fo 
1937 was $1,.042.628 as compared with 
$1,056,257 in the preceding year. 


share as 


ssions 


from 


Universal, | 


With | 


circuit-wide | 


Foy’s production of 


Exhibitors as Anxious as the 

| Distribs to Know How 
They Stand for Next 
Year’s Product—Response 
Will Gauge Rentals, but 
Will Mean Chiefly Per- 
centage Bookings 


READJUSTED BUDGETS 
Partly 


ducer-distributors 


because of nervousness, pro- 


are preparing to 
line up at the post early this year for 
a fast getaway on sales covering the 
coming 1938-39 season. From all in- 
dications selling will begin the earli- 


that 


There is a probability, also, that ex- 


est has ever been recorded 


hibitors will buy earlier than Jast 
year out of a desire to protect them- 
| selves on product 


The various companies are rapidly 


setting up programs for the °38-'39 


already ensconced | 


|} semester and, guided partly by an 


intensive urge to beat the field at 
the post, are rushing plans for sales 
hat 


Jost in reaching accounts who may 


meetings so no time may be 


be in a mood to buy the first batch 
of films offered them. Various re- 
gionals have already been set and it 
is probable that only a minimum of 
this type of meeting will be held 
rather than large national sales con- 
claves, so that no time might be 


spared in starting to dig for business. 

Anxiety to get contracts in for the 
°38-'39 pictures is intensified by the 
desire to feel out the 
too much advance planning on pro- 
duction has been made. Account 
are already being sounded. 


market before 


Will Gauge Cost of Films 

No distributor knows whiat his 
chances for rentals are going to be, 
of the market possibilities in order 
| that studio operations may conform 
| to the chances for income during the 
| year running generally from Aug. 1 
| on through 12 months. Last season 
there was much advance production 


when business began collapsing sud- 
| denly it was necessary to retrench 
on costs but difficult, however, since 
most plants were working far ahead 
of release, 

The distributors demand that 
rental levels must be maintained to 
beiter balance the profit potentiali- 
ties between the owner-producers 
and the renting-exhibitor accounts, 


while the theatre operators are firm | 
in their demand that the cost of film 


to them must come down They 
strongly resisted rental increases last 
summer and when, in the fall, box 


office income began to drop, the cry 


had to come dewn. Since last Sep- 


has 
con- 


there 
under! 


| ditions that developed, 
been a lot of recission 
tracts, dropping pictures into lower 
brackets and changing dating plan 
The attitude of the average buyer | 


that the distributor should make it 
possible to sell pictures profitably at 
lower rentals by putting his own 
house in order through bringing cost 
away down 
Same Number of Pix 

The prospects for '33-39 are that 

approximately the same numb of 


features will be avai! 
nationally - organized producer -d 

tributors. If programs are reduced 
the deficit, as 
year, is expected to be 
no shortage of product is looked fo: 
late next afterward. 


With ¢ 


compared with la 


Th.» 
sasht. Thu 


summer OI 


os ee 
yntract-see 1g 


) I ceria rm io 
the first time, dis- 


begin in April for 

| tributors are likelv to favor more 
deals under percentage than Isst yea! 
but with guarantees prevailing as a 


protection, 


either. This actuates an earlier study | 


at high budgets, with the result that | 


went up that playing terms simply | 


teinber, partly as a result of the con- | 





Just a Cynic 


Announcements ind 
that a couple of the big com- 
panies aren't going to make any 


‘ating 





B's next season has at least one 
exhibitor mystified. 
‘They must be figuring on 





| just A’s and C's,’ he avers. 


NO COST SHEET 
TRIM, 20-FOX 
TOPS RULE 


Hollywood, March 22. 
There will be no cost curtailment 
on the 49 to 52 pictures on 20th-Fox 
1938-39 schedule. This was decided 
at conferences attended by Joseph 
| Schenck, board chairman; Sidney 
Kent, president; Darryl Zanuck, pro- 
duction chief; John D. Clark, Charles 
E. McCarthy and William Goetz, cur- 
rently huddling on next 
| product. 
In addition to the decision to hold 
the standard of its pictures up to the 
level, 





season's 


present company execs also 
voted to inject more sock into the 
scripts, figuring that substantial 


drama is what theatre patrons now 


want. 


+ 





| 


Following the studio confabs, Kent 


and Clark will go to Kansas City to 
attend the divisional 
district and branch managers, April 
1-2, returning to New York in time 
to sail for London. They will par- 
ticipate in foreign sales meets in the 
British capital and in Paris late in 
April, 


PAR’S ‘WINGS’ GETS 


Hollywood, March 22. 
Careful perusal of the budget for 


\‘Men With Wings’ has resulted in 
; Paramount pruning the estimate 
from its original $1,800,000 to $1,- 


250.000. 

Orders have gone out to produc- 
j with the unit to see that 
lower figure is not topped. 


Three Studios After Bing 
For That Outside Picture 


H ly wood, March 22, 


tion execs 


Bing Crosby, currently readying |} 
for his role in Paramount's ‘Sing 
You Sinners,” is being sought by 


studios for the one-a-vear out- 


side picture permitted him under his 


three 
contract 


Biddere are Samuel 
Warners and Republic. 


Green with Wurtzel 


Goldwyn 


Hollywood, March 22 

Howard J. Green joined Sol Wurt- 
ze] execitive production staff at 
Oth-Fox. He will produce iu addi- 
tion to e Juties, 

Green will have as his aide Art 
Lew ict - a Lait Lo Ma» 
(;0'a 

Martin Tees Of for U 
Hollywood, March 22 


Unive il has handed Charle 
Martin the scripting chore on ‘Death 
Catches Up With Mr. Cluck’ as hi 
first assignment at the studio 

Martin a former radio producer 

land writer 


$550,000 TRIMMING 


gathering of || 


The Rockefellers wn ; of the 
| Radio City Music Hall and the Cen- 
ter theatre, will have a big say-so in 
the new RKO, upon reorganization 
No question about this And the 
trade is wondering how the Rocke- 
feller angle will swing 

Between the Rockefellers and the 


Atlas Corp. will of RKO 
no matter how the pending reorgani- 
ll be modified 


lie control 


zation plan w 


Thu the new 


stroneetr 


RKO will be even 
controlled by non- 
than at 

What's 
though 


Rockefelle: 


present 

more, belief is that, al- 
(betwecn 
Atlas Corp.) an ac- 
tual working agreement on manage- 
ment and operation of the new RKO, 
these two big interests are working 

losely with each other, and that, at 
least, they have parallel views ia 
the situation. 

Atlas Corp creditors are still 
negotiating on the proposed modifi- 
cations. Floyd Odlum, head man in 
Atlas, and his aide-de-camn, Peter 
Rathvon, have been on the Coast. at 
Odlum’s Indio ranch, for a rest. Per- 
haps they are also going over RKO's 


there may not be 


and 


and 


reorganization matters, too, at this 
time, 
Atlas Sponsoring Plan 
Atlas Corp., as is well known, 


sponsors the reorganization plan. 
The Rockefeller interests are the big- 
gest individual general creditors in 
the situation. Atlas Corp. is the big- 
gest secured creditor in the picture, 

Chances are that in the final pic- 
ture the Rockefeller people will wind 


(Continued on page 63) 
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Hollywood Readjusting Production 





Budgets with Particular Eye To 


European upheaval and other indi- 
cations that the foreign distribution 
field either is dwindling or uncer- 
tain is gradually forcing producers to 
readjust their production sights in 
relation to the world market. It’s 
wrapped up in developments in Eu- 
rope and the Far East. 

Many film companies are becoming 
extremely conscious of the way in 
which the foreign market is slipping. 
With this new viewpoint, there is 
a growing tendency not to spend coin 
on a picture to such extent that there 
is no chance of getting it back. 

Full import of Austria’s debacle, 
jts repercussions and other unfa- 
vorable conditions, which already 
have wiped out considerable foreign 
return and threaten to do further 
damage, have revived the previously 
advanced foreign departments idea 
of altering the entire philosophy on 
production budgets. Producing out- 
lays in the U.S. in the past have been 
set on the probability of a fairly 
fixed return from the foreign mart. 
Geared to possible take outside Amer- 
ica, trouble today is that it is neither 
fixed nor is there much way of tell- 
ing from month to month how much 
the foreign income will be graduated 
downwards. Quotas, threats of new 
ones, wartime measures, Nazi and 
other restrictions have done this, 


Quote 


Besides the quota problems in 
England and New South Wales, with 
the chance that other Australian 
states will follow that state’s lead, 
big markets in Japan, Spain, Italy 
and Germany - Austria have been 
drastically reduced. Japanese have 
cut off all revenue for American 
companies through their ban against 
money leaving that country. What 
is worse, no films are being per- 
mitted entry into Japan, reducing 
rental prospects because of forced 
runs. 

Spain has not permitted any coin 
out of that country for some time. 
Cinemas are operating wherever left 
standing. Exchanges continue to 
service where theatres are open. 
Crying demand for new pictures now 
is developing, since none has gone 
in from the U. S. since conflict be- 
came serious, Italy and Germany 
have high taxes and restrictions 
against foreign distributors. Nazis 
have a quota, which probably will be 
extended to Austria. Czechoslovakia 
has a registration fee of $700 per 
feature, which is being fought cur- 
rently by U. S. distributors, 

Foreign division chieftains in re- 
cent weeks have seen signs of getting 
back to the status prevalent during 
the world war when pictures were 
made with the American market 
solely in view as far as budgeting was 
concerned. Opinion with these of- 
ficials is that the odds are too great 
against securing anything like the 
anticipated income to figure on the 
foreign field return when laying out 
production budgets, 

For British Appeal 


Coupled with the new slant on 
budgeting, producers’ new approach 
will be to appeal to the strongest out- 
side-of-America markets by means of 
spectacular, action or native-appeal 
product. Two majors, Metro and 
20th-Fox, already are framing their 
1938-39 product along these lines, 

Of the 52 features slated for next 
season by MGM, at least 12 are rated 
standout for foreign trade. Majority 
of these seem obviously designed to 
catch the Britisher eye. Two Kip- 
ling stories are included. 

Not only with its next season’s 
alignment but with features due out 
late on the current program, 20th- 
Fox is following much the same pol- 
icy. Yarn about Suez Canal and 
‘We're Going to Be Rich,’ destined 
for the 1938-39 season, have English 
audiences in mind. Latter has Vic- 
tor McLaglen and Gracie Fields. 
Comedienne is a terrific favorite with 
British audiences, while McLaglen 
has an outstanding rep in Great Brit- 
ain. Company also has ‘Kidnapped,’ 
action yarn, due out April 29, and 
‘Four Men and a Prayer,’ Foreign 
Legion story, set for release in May. 

Mexico City, March 22. 

Seizure of $4000,000,000 worth of 
oil properties from foreign firms, in- 
cluding U. S. and British, by the 
Mexican laborite government is 
viewed as a future threat to the pic- 
ture business by industry leaders 
here. That there is a Mexican law 





Dwindling International Markets 


+ eee 





Shirley’s Going Places 





Hollywood, March 22. 


Shirley Temple, accompanied by 
her parents, Mr. and Mrs. George 
Temple, will head eastward after she 


completes her new 20th-Fox picture, 
‘Little Miss Broadway.’ 

New York and Miami will be 
among the places visited by the trio 
during their month's vacation. 
Young star’s family refused p.a. of- 
fers for her. 


Autry on §. A. Tour 
Unless Rep. Kicks In 


With 256 Per Pic 





Hollywood, March 22. 


Gene Autry shoves off on a per- | 


sonal appearance tour of * South 
America April 9 unless Republic 
meets his salary demands before that 
date. Smiley Burnette, screen comic, 
will accompany Autry should the lat- 
ter decide to go through with the 
deal, for which the promotors have 
already posted $25,000 as a partial 
guarantee, 

Offer calls for $4,000 a week for 
singing cowboy, with $1,000 for Bur- 
nette. Autry’s lawyers have assured 
him that the Federal court injunc- 


tion obtained by Republic, prevent- | 


ing him from stage, screen and radio 
appearances, does not apply outside 
this country. 


Autry huddled with Sol C. Seigel, 


studio production head, last week, | 


but the session came to naught. It 
is understood that Seigel offered the 
yodeling sagebrusher a tilt of $2,- 
500 above the $5,000 per picture price 
now provided in his contract. but 
Autry is demanding $25,000 per film. 


Frank Harris in the Ring 


Pittsburgh, March 22. 
Frank J. Harris, president of Har- 
ris Amus. Co., in Pittsburgh, has just 
announced his candidacy for the 








lieutenant-governorship of Pennsyl- | 


vania. He will run on the GOP 


ticket with Gifford Pinchot, long a | 


close friend and political ally of the 
showman’s, 


duty to his nephew, John H. Harris, 
concentrating instead on politics. 


For almost a score of years he 
served in the state senate and fol- 
lowing his defeat for re-election in 
the last Democratic landslide became 
chairman of the Republican party in 
Allegheny county. 





governing expropriation and that it | 


would be exercised by government 
officials when industrial companies 
fail to agree on labor demands was 
taken to mean by picture chieftains 
as boding future drastic measures di- 
rected at other industries. 


Close and friendly relationship be- | 
tween the labor unions and the la- | 


bor-dominated government was seen 
in the move in the oil situation. It 
has been evident to U. S. film com- 
pany representatives, too, in recent 
disputes over wage boosts. Distrib- 
uting companies in Mexico have 
been forced to grant two raises to 
exchange workers in the last scven 
or eight months. Last plea for 
higher wages about a month ago was 
resisted for several days, but repre- 
sentatives of American companies 
finally capitulated to the union ulti- 
matum, 

American film officials say that if 
any move was made to seize the ex- 
changes, as was done with the oil 
business, and take over their opera- 
tion via a government order, distri- 


bution of pictures in Mexico would | 


be abruptly ended as far as they 
were concerned. Supply of films in 
the exchanges would last only a few 
months, After that, lack of suitable 
supply doubtlessly would cause most 
cinemas in this country to shutter. 
Distribs admit that the Mexican mar- 
ket has developed into a profitable 
one, but claim they would not coun- 
tenance any such seizure and con- 





tinue supplying product, 


———— 


Harris has never been | 
actively identified with the manage- | 
ment of the circuit, entrusting that | 








Flacks’ Fanfare 


Hollywood, March 22. 
Greatest concentration of stu- 
dio flacks and photogs in years 
ordered at three studios 





was 

last Friday (18), when Mrs. 
Franklin D, Roosevelt toured 
the plants. Metro and 20th- 


Fox came off best as First Lady 
expressed desire to mect Robert 
Tavlor and Shirley Temple. 

Warners’ flashlight brigade 
also kept the negatives flying. 
The planting was on in full cry 
after the visitor departed. 











U SCHEDULES 





Hollywood, March 22. 

Forty features listed on Universal's 
1938-39 program, 

Additional product will be six 
westerns and four serials. Shorts 
| will include two reelers made in 
New York by Mentone; cartoons for 
which no contract has yet been nego- 
tiated; news weekly 
Places’ novelty. 

Universal has tripled its studio 
payroll by hiring 522 craftsmen, 
technicians and laborers for heaviest 
production schedule in years, soon to 
get under way. Most help good for 
minimum of a month’s work. 





Exchange Shakeup 

Widespread shakeup of sales 
force in key cities throughout the 
U. S., including numerous transfers, 
some dismissals and a number of 
promotions from the ranks, was be- 
gun last week by Universal. W. E. 
‘Dad’ Sipe, veteran head of U ex- 
change at Memphis, was let out, his 
place being taken by Jimmy Pri- 
chard, 3l-year-old salesman in 
branch. Roy Palmquist, salesman 
at Omaha, has been elevated to 
|branch manager there, taking the 
place of L. J. Miller, not assigned 
to new spot as yet. M. M. Gottlieb, 
branch chief at Detroit, goes to Chi- 
cago as branch manager in spot left 
vacant through resignation of Henry 
Herbel. 


Stated at Universal home office 
that changes were in line with policy 
of promoting from the ranks, 

New Detroit branch manager is 
Ed Heiver, moved over from Wash- 


ington. Nate Sauber, Buffalo man- 
ager, was shifted to Washington. 


Buffalo spot has been filled by Peter 
| Dana, formerly Albany manager. 


Dave Miller, branch manager at 
Cleveland, has been made district 
manager. His post will be filled by 
Joe Engel, manager of the Philadel- 
phia exchange. Sigbert Wittman 
/moves up into Engel’s spot at Philly. 





Memphis, March 22. 


| W.S. Sipe, who founded Memphis 
| film row, is out as manager of Uni- 
versal exchange here after serving 
| 23 years. Jimmy Prichard, salesman 
with U about a year, becomes branch 
| manager. 

Sipe’s dismissal came while his of- 
fice was leading U. S. in spring sales 
| drive, it is reported. 





‘Marie’ Waits on Sets, 


Norma Shearer Rests 
Hollywood, March 22, 

| Production on Metro’s ‘Marie An- 
| toinette’ was temporartly suspended 
| last Wednesday (16) to give carpen- 
| ters and painters time to complete 
| big outdoor sets, work on which was 
| delayed by the recent rainy weather, 
;and to provide Norma Shearer op- 
portunity for rest. Film is expected 
to get under way again the last of 
this week. 

Director W. S. Va:. Dyke estimates 
that the scenes still to be filmed will 
require another month. 


_ Fewer to Wade Through 


Hollywood, March 22. 

Footage devoted to writers in 
screen credits prefixing current fea- 
| ture releases is due for a shrinkage 
_with the unveiling of the new crop 
|of pictures, which will carry solo 
| writer identity. 
| Change from three or four scenar- 
|ist names to one, which should pro- 
| vide novelty for theatre patrons, is 
;d + to the heavy pruning of studio 
scripting staffs in recent weeks. 








and ‘Going | 


| 
| 
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Not on Downbeat 


With that perspicacity which has made its editorials something more than 
fillers, the N. Y. Sunday News, circulation 3,250,000, slashes at films and 
radio and wonders when these two industries will get wise to themselves 
and readjust their public relations on a basis more to the public's liking, 


—-—s 





The cases are taken up individually. Films are chastised for some pre- 
vailing theatre practices which include double billing of features, bingo 
and the lottery subterfuges, and annoying date-and-dating of pictures in 
theatres within reasonable competitive areas, 





The indictment against radio is equally violent and is directed against 
the industry's leadership which is permitting ‘politicians to get their hooks 
firmly fastened in radio.’ 





Then, in a conclusion scarcely justified by the arguments, but interesting 
nevertheless, the editorial states: ‘It may be—we hope not, but it mav be 
that both our great forms of mass art entertainment, the movies and the 


radio, have passed their peak and are on the down grade.’ 


Frankly, it isn't as bad as all that. 





Films get the first spanking. And, of course, the football which is kicked 
all the way from 42nd street to the Bronx is the double bill. 

‘Human luck is such,’ says the Sunday News, ‘that you usually happen 
into a movie house about the time the quickie is beginning, and have to sit 
for a long and weary hour and a half or two hours before you see the fea- 
ture which you want to see. It may be a pleasure to young lovers, who 
would like to sit and hold hands until time shall be no more, but it is 
driving older movie-goers away; and we don’t see how the gigantic movie 


| industry can hope to prosper on the young-lover trade alone.’ 


Which only goes to prove that you can’t please all the people all the 


| time. 








| yarns going into summer production. 





On the other hand, the film industry cannot longer regard dual-billing 
of features as just one of those things which will take care of itself. Such 
attempts as have been made repeatedly to win back the public to single 
bills have failed, once the dual habit is established. The squawk is not 
primarily against showing two features; it is aimed at the showing of the 
so-called ‘A’ pictures, which Hollywood is turning out on a running time 
close to two hours, coupled with another film which requires an hour and 
a half to get to the fadeout clinch. 





Duals are here. Features should be shortened to take cognizance of the 
fact. The distributor who announces a new season’s product based on 
what is a fact and no longer a theory will have a substantial sales argu- 
ment in his favor with exhibitors, 





More serious indictment against the films, as the Sunday News reviews 
what is going on, is the continued use of giveaways, bingo and cash awards 
as boxoffice stimulants. On this subject the editorial states, ‘Movie the- 
atres cannot hope forever to make up for bad pictures by turning them- 
selves into gambling joints once or twice a week.’ 

They have something there, as the boys say. No one can justify the 
giveaway, in its various forms of legal lotteries, as a long range, healthy 
theatre practice. Born of competition, it can be killed off by agreement 
between competitors. Actually, the crest of the banknite, screeno and 
bingo craze, which was held in check for two years by the film NRA, has 
passed and is losing its grip on theatres. Probably through sheer exhaus- 
tion of the patrons 








To illustrate its point against day-and-date booking of features, the Sun- 
day News publishes an excerpt from its own advertising columns showing 
one film advertised at half a dozen theatres within reasonable competitive 
areas, 

‘The theatres are killing off their crowds in a hurry, whereas by stag- 
gering bookings and thus offering several choices in one area at any given 
time they could keep their customers rotating and thus spending more 
money.’ 





Te this argument there are several practical answers. Booking is con- 
trolled by established clearances between theatres based on admission 
prices. In the larger cities, day-and-dating has become general practice 
because the patrons of one theatre are unwilling to wait for their pictures, 
if another house charging the same admission is playing films in advance. 
Neighborhood pride insists both houses shall be first. 





‘Further,’ says Capt. J. M. Patterson, the News editor-publisher, who 
usually writes these breezy editorials, ‘The movies had better not think 
they have a stranglehold on the American mass mind. Especially since, 
while the movies dilute and adulterate more and more of their product, 
the radio chains are putting on better and better entertainment all the 
time.’ 

It is a matter of clear record, known to every showman, that the com- 
petitive line between radio and film entertainment is being more sharply 
drawn every day and that the film industry has waged a winning fight to 
protect its screen story material from free etherizing. Picture stars on the 
radio in non-conflicting dramatic material have boosted their popularity at 
the boxoffices. 





When the Sunday News bears down on radio for its timidity in coping 
with Governmental and political regulation it strikes the core of the mat- 
ter by stating, ‘Up to now, they (radio) have shown next to no courage in 
the matter of getting up on their hind legs and battling for as much free- 
com as the press enjoys.’ 

On this issue the films have something in their favor. They have fought 
in the past, even as they are fighting now. And so long as they keep fight- 
ing for freedom from political interference, films and radio will be on the 
upgrade, not the downgrade, 


‘Selick Readies 2 | METRO SALES CHIEFS 
IN FRISCO CONFAB 


Los Angeles, March 22. 
Al Lichtman and four Meitr¢ 





notin | 


Hollywood, March 22. 
David O. Selznick is working with 
writers at Palm Springs on two} 





‘ sales 
One is ‘Heart Break Town,’ by I. 2 3 

A. R. Wylie, for Janet Gavnor's | executives returned here today fol- 
starring, while ‘Earl of Chicago’ | lowing the company’s regional sales 


oe pres g Be dhce tagterSe 0 | conference last Saturday and Sunday 
‘ 4 ‘d Selznic ynday | : ; 
(1). 7 | (19-20) in San Francisco. 
|companying Lichtman were W. F. 
*,: ’ . | Rogers, general sales manager; Eddie 
Britisher s Pic Debut | Aaron, his assistant; E. M. Saunders, 
Hollywood, March 22. | western division sales manager, and 
RKO's ‘The Muddled Deal’ marks | George A. Hickey, western district 
the American screen start of Derrick | Supervisor, 
DeMarney, British actor. He shares| Attending the powwows 
the top bracket with Joan Fontaine. | branch managers from L. A.., 


Those ac- 


were 
San 


William Sistrom is producing, with | Francisco, Salt Lake, Seatile and 
' Portland, 


Joseph Santiey directing. 
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CUFFO SHOOTING OUTLAWED 





Blush of Youth Demanded In 
Extras; Weeding Out Old Timers 


a + 
Hollywood, March 22 | Drop 2,000 Extras 
Still leaner days than they have | See 
suffered in the past now loom for | Hollywood, March 22 
the older members of Hollywood's | Automatic eliminatio1 of 
' . « ‘ : : 
army of screen extras under what | around 2,000 extras will result 


practically amounts to a 35-year age 
limit established by the studios. Ma- 
jority of requisitions for male 
atmosphere people now specifv ages 
must be between 25 and 35 vears, 
with ages of femme players ranging 
from 20 to 30 years. 


Paramount executive, casting a 
sequence for ‘Cocoanut Grove,’ 
waved an entire extra quota aside 
as having ‘too much age,’ and de- 


manded that 
summoned 


younger players be 
Similar attitude has 
been assumed by production officials 
in other film plants 

Three 
ban on 


given for the 
scene 


reasons are 
older mob 


pictures 
becomes tired of 
extras in too many 
while the third is the fact that 
young actors and executives are 
reaching the top in the industry. 


seeing the same 
productions, 


Former leading man, now on the 
extra list, averaged only $29 weekly 
during 1937, despite the fact that 
he was formerly in demand at all 
studios, even after he slipped from 


important roles. His age is blamed. | 


Calif. Supreme 
Court to Rule On 
Talent-Agents 


Hollywood, March 22. 


California Labor Commission's 
power as arbitrator in contractual 


disputes between talent agencies and 


their clients currently hangs in the | 


balance, pending a decision by the 
state supreme court on the appeal 


from the court of appeals in the 
ease of Louis Friedlander against 
Stanley Bergerman, Inc. Appeals 


court had held that the arbitration 
clause in managerial contracts is no 
longer effective if either side has 
cancelled the pact in writing. 
Friedlander had asked for declara- 
tory relief on his agreement with 
Bergerman, stating he had served 
notice of cancellation, which the 
agency ignored. Superior court 
held the ticket had been lawfully 
terminated, and Bergerman = ap- 
pealed, on the ground that the dis- 
pute had not been taken to the labor 
bureau. 
If the 
appellate decision, 


supreme court affirms the 
cancelled con- 


tract disputes will have immediate | 


recourse to the courts, eliminating 
the present necessity of taking such 
arguments before the labor body. 


DIETRICH OFF PAR’S 
STUDIO PERSONNEL LIST 


Hollywood, Mai ch 22. 


Severance of contractual ties be- 








tween Marlene Dietrich and Par- 
amount, long in the rumor stage, 


took a definite turn with issuance of 


a new list of studio personnel, from 
Com- 


pany some time ago granted German 


which her name was omitted 


actress permission to do outside pic- 
tures, following shelving of a vehicle 
home lot execs had bought with her 
in mind. 

Other 
included 
Jensen. 

Ernst Lubitsch also checked off the 
Paramount lot Saturday (19), ending 
an ll-year term with the company. 
He is readving for an exi 
tion in Europe. 


dropped la t Vv eek 


Beach and 


players 


John 


»nded vaca- 


| from the 





resolution adopted 
Monday (21) night by Screen 
Actors Guild board which also 
provides leniency for regular 
mobsters who fall behind in 
dues. Board also ruled to re- 
voke 100% fine for supes who 
work while delinquent. 
Decimation in ranks is ex- 
pected to safeguard livelihood 





of regulars against chiselers and 


occasional larkers 











HAIGHT JOINS 


workers. | 
One is the belief that youth brightens | 
Another is that the public 


RKO, KANIN 
FOLLOWS 


Hollywood, March 22, 

Pandro Berman, RKO production 
chief, is into the Samuel 
| Goldwyn plant for new additions to 
| his staff of producers. George Haight 
| has already been signed by Berman 
and a deal has been drafted for Gar- 

on Kanin, providing the latter can 

ret a release from his Goldwyn pact, 

which has until August to run. 
| Haight, recently stripped of his 

production authority and swanky 
suite by Goldwyn, has been 
working out his $1,500-a-week pact 
by reading scripts. He will check in 
at RKO within the next few days. 
| Kanin, who, like Haight. was im- 
| ported by Goldwyn from the Broad- 
i way legit field, is eager to move be- 
| cause of dissatisfaction over con- 
| t nued inactivity. Before coming to 
| Hollywood he was associated with 
| George Abbott in the production of 
‘Boy Meets Girl,’ ‘Brother Rat’ and 
‘Room Service.’ 

Rufus LeMaire’s checking in at 
RKO as assistant to Pandro Berman, 
concentrating on the acquisition of 
new acting, writing and directing 
talent. leaves Robert Palmer undis- 
turbed as studio casting director. 

While with Universal, Metro and 
Warners. LeMaire lined up much 
talent which later developed 
stellar material. 


1,000 INJUNS TO MAKE 
HOLLYWOOD TEPEE 


Hollywood, March 22. 
Hollywood will be a temporary 
| reservation for 1,000 real Injuns if 
Col. Tim McCoy is successful in 
| rounding them up in nearby western 
states. Redmen are wanted fo 
| Metro’s ‘Northwest Passage’ to be 
| made in technicolor. 

Families will be included in pack- 
age delivery. 


reaching 


office 








Hornblow, Leisen On 
Jack Benny’s ‘A&M’ 
Hollywood, March 22. 
Paramount has Arthur 
Hornblow, J: Leisen 
4s producer and spective- 
iv. of ‘Artists and Models of 1938,’ in 
which Jack Benny will be the cast 


toppe ré 


assigned 
Mitchell 


director, re 


and 


Howard Lind- 


=( ript, 


and 


iv are writing the 


CHARLIE’S PLAYMATES 


Hollywood, March 22 
Universal ha borrowed Henry 
Fonda from Walter Wanger fo1 
t th Andrea Leeds to sup- 
John Stah 
of Intro- 


‘Amine WwW 


ply the romance fo. 
production of ‘My 
duction.’ 

Picture will feature Edgar 
and Charlie McCarthy 


+ pena ee 


into | 


TITLE SWITC 
ALSO MADE TABU 


Studios Say Too Much Waste 
and Lost Motion — Lose 
Out on Widely Publicized 
Yarn Tags—More Prepa- 
ration and Less Speed 


Ordered 








DUST OLDIES 


H lywood March 22 
Cuffo shooting and title switching 
are being relegated to limbo by the 
Hollywood celluloid factories. Death 
sentences have already been pro- 


nounced, and shortly thev will go 
the way of other wasteful practice 
earmarked for the scrap heap in the 
| current drive to shrivel p1 
costs, 


duction 


Chieftains of all studios, even in- 


ING tevin 


cluding those still facing consider- 
jable filming before their 1957-35 
| programs will have been wound up, | 


{are already worrying about per- | 
| fected scripts for next season's fea- | 
| tures, along with the tags they will 


Carry 
serecn. 


when they actually hit the 
Home office bankroll guard- 
ians have finally 


succeeded in con- 
Vincing the generalissimos of pro- 
duction that too much speed on 


scenarios piles up 
running into an amaz 
course of a year, to say nothing of 
the resultant floppos. Money 
also are shedding tears over what 
they call the ‘lost pull’ of $1.000,000 
worth of free newspaper and mag- 
azine space and radio wordage given 
the 250 titles that were dropped in 
1937 in favor of new names just 
previous to release. 

Term ‘cuffo shooting’ had its in- 
ception in the era when Hollywood 
was still a citrus grove, 


added 


and direc- 


tors guided their casts from a few 
plot and gag notations scribbled on 
their starched shirt-cuffs As the 


industry began to shed its swaddling 


expense | 
ing total in the | 


dolers 





9 Asher Out, Jerry Jackson 


nas WB English Production Head 





Unhorsed 


Hollywood 


March 22 


Final race of the ason ? 
Santa Anita brought a *h 
relief from Hollywood tudio 
heads and phone girls Plant 


bosses are rejoicing that be- 
tween and June 10 
the new Inglewood sauce! 
opens, they will be able to con- 
tact subordinates without the 
necessity of dispatching mes- 


now when 


sengers 20 miles to the pony 
track. 

Operatol are smiling be 
cause they no longer face tl 
afternoon peak witchboard 
load that began with the start 


of the first race at 1:30 and con- 
tinued until afte the nags 


came home in the eighth race 








PANHANDLING 
HOLLYWOOD 
TALENT 


Hollywood, March 22. 
Practice of panhandling talent is 
developing into a racket in Holly- 
wood, and worse, victims of it seem 
to be names either on the downbeat 


or panicky due to too long a layoff 


'clothes, the words were applied to | 
pictures going into work without a 


full script, and depending upon the 
day-to-day output of the scenarist’s 
typewriter for material with which 
to continue filming. More recently 
it has been used as a designation for 
features made from finished scripts 
|so fresh from the mimeograph mill 
that crews and players have not had 
| sufficient time in which to actually 
familiarize themselves with the con- 
tent previous to the unshuttering of 
the lenses. 
Top Last Year’s Advance 
Leading the way for the new deal 
on advance scenario. preparation 
|and title permanency is Darryl 
Zanuck, 20th-Fox headman, who has 
placed his stamp of approval on the 


Luncheon clubs, breakfast clubs, lit- 
erary clubs, radio stations, 
boxes, rodeos—all of them promote 
talent and do it successfully on the 
theory that the audition will be sure 
to catch the eye or ear of a picture 
producer or a radio sponsor 

Free performince is difficult to 
turn down when sold as a fine show- 
window, especially to a trouper out 
of a job for the moment and win- 
dow shopping. Show-windows ap- 
peal to window shoppers, but win- 


music 





Londo: Ma »? 

Irving Asher, in charze of prod 
tion at Teddington studios for War- 
‘+r Bros., resigned last Wed lay 

(16) Understanding is that ad 
igreement with Sam E. Morris yo 

hind his exit from the compa 


Latter returned to London recent 
Jerry Jackson succeeded Asher. Was 
formerly second in command. 
Asher’s exit 
prise to the industry here and 
resignation was accepied with regret 
+ 


according to company officials. Une 


was a complete sur- 


‘ 


3 


> | 
confirmed whether or not 





Jackson's 


D ( ent Mo ; 
med on the 1 . 
lea that Warne T ) ( big 


films here by using Hollywood talen 
Deal was partially agreed upon 
Asher’s recent trip to the U.S. Sug- 
festion that the idea be abandoned 
temporarily due to present world 
ituation culminated in 
ion, it is That the d 
agreement was very sudden is borne 
ut by the fact that Asher 


the resigna- 


believed. 


recenil 


| purchased a large estate at Datchet 
| near Windsor, 


Reports Asher’s move- 


regarding 


| ment since exiting the Warner setup 


| are many. 


Rumor has it that he w 


| take charge of Alexander Korda pro- 


ductions. Other renort that he would 
join 20th Century-Fox is erroneous 
as Robert T. Kane, foreitn chief for 


20th, will himself handle the three 
quota pictures to be made here by 
20th. Asher could not be reached 
for confirmation on revorts, whic 


also include the possibility of his 


joining Metro when Al Lichtman ar- 


| rives. 


| Lichtman, 


dow shoppers don’t buy, and some of | 


the layoffs are beginning to realize 
that if all of them sat tight between 
pictures they'd save time and money, 
whereas when they allow themselves 
to be kidded into performing in a 
show-window they are losing both. 

Guilds so far have not been able 
to do much about this practice of 
panhandling their talent. One writer 
who has a flair for public speaking, 
and no backbone whatever when it 
comes to saying no to a free spiel, 
hit on the idea of making a contract 
with a friend, giving the friend ex- 
clusive rights to farm him out at 
$150 a talk. As nobody in Los An- 
geles would pay $150 even to hear 


Shakespeare talk, the author is now 
finished screen plays for 60°, of the | beirg let alone. 
| Westwood  outfit’s 1938-39 slate.| It was a tough week for screen 
‘Zanuck, long a believer in keening 1 radio talent allergic to benefit 
his writing force far ahead of his | Show touches. Town had three of 
producton staffs, has announced that them, each drawing heavily on the 
he will have another 20° in fina] | mob. Around 50 players had to can- 
form for filming before he denarts | Ce! weekend trips to do their bits for 


in May for his European vacation 
Remainder will be in shape for his 
perusal by the time he returns to 
his desk late in June or early in 


July. 

While Metro and Paramount are 
also much farther ahead on the new 
aor on’ scripts than at th date in 
previous years, they are consider- 
ably behind the mark t by 20th- 
Fox. Universal momentarily has 20 
write at work th at least ven 
P| tner de oting t “iT enercie to 
1938-39 screen pla RKO’ ( yt - 
ng staff will be enlarged a oon a 

|, Leo Spitz, pre Pandro Berman 
V.-p n charge of productior Ned 
Depinet V.-p. in command o le 
nd J .. McDono 10 ice 
and bu v.- CO co i 
now ul 1¢ i I r st yf 
the ne : t to i s 1 to 

I for ! 

While t ed CO ! ’ 
matte yf in 1-( 
ne on pts i 
tan too lat to t f yliance 
) the 1938-39 { f 

tial ber 4 4 i 
( jon p: 21) 


‘the cause.’ 


METRO DICKERS FOR 
100% ‘TARZAN’ SERIES 


Hollywood, March 22 
Metro is on a deal with Sol Lesse1 


to ta over the exclusive rights t 
Edga Rice Burroug Tarzar 
rari Le even-yea b ' 
if the ‘Tarzan rie | i 

Cal to g 

Johnny We i é ind Ma Pett 
O'Sullivan would do the MG p 
ture Le eT aid one i i 
wit Glenn Vlor md Kles 
Ho 


TEAM STAYS PUT 


Hollywood. Ma x 

June Lang and Dick Baldw [ 

tured roman duo 20ih-Fo 

‘International Settlement, v ‘ 
Hendle With Ca 

Sidney T ) 











|reps to speed reorganization 
| 77B. 


Changes in Metro’s 
loom with arrival in 


London setup 
Engl 1 of Al 
Metro v-p in c! re of 
distribution. Expected that h’s visit 
is to buy up Michael Balcon’s pro- 
ducing contract, which expires next 
January. Victor Saville will remain 
in charge of production at Denham 
studios. 

Indications also point to permanent 
return of Ben Goetz to U. S. 

Snan Balcon, Michael's b 
formerly in the story department 
here, has already been lopped from 
the Metro payroll. 


other and 


eee aeeee ee 


Alperson, Wright 
Made Permanent 


Trustees of GN 


Los Angeles, March 22 

Federal court has approved Ed- 
ward Alperson and Loyd Wright as 
permanent trustees of Grand Na- 
tional. Step was taken by crediior 
under 
Wright and Alperson are to 
negotiate for outside pictures so GN 


| can fulfill distribution contracts 


' itor-petitioners, is not 


Outline of reorganization calls for 
a heavy payroll trim with only three 
producers retained from the oritioal 
list. B. F. Zeidman, one of the ered- 
included in 


revamp. 


Tentative balance and hedule of 
company as of Feb. 19 submitted te 
court lists $196,392 in advance ex- 


penditure on 20 
for production bankrupt 


Largest amount charged 


pictures prepa 
before 


ingle film wa $66,505 


Pegler’s Pic Deal 


Hollywoo via 

Westbrook Pele : 

yt for Col i > 

year Cc jiete 

1d10 exe a © v vue 
San Frar ( 

D lep t 4 y » 

dvaf } ) ! — 
! east. 
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Lefty Cuffs E. G. Robinson for a P. A. 


But Flo Forgets to Sell Em Tickets 





By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Dear Joe: 
Some guy once said, ‘Everything 


Coolacres, Cal., March 22. 


happens in threes.’ Well, to exhib- 


jiors it only happens in twos, because we only run double features. Last 
Saturday night I’m set for big business when who do you think comes 


to town but Edward G. Robinson. 


He came for a location shot on our 


Main Street for his next picture, and you can imagine how the locals 
durned out to see him work. Nobody but the ushers, Florence the cashier, 


Herman the operator, Vic and I w 
a been there ourselves only it’s our bread minus butter. 
io think fast, so I went over to Robinson 


ere in the theatre and we wouldn't 
Well, I had 
who I worked with years ago 


in vaudeville, and told him what he was doing to my business on the 


best night of the week. 


He felt very bad about it and sed, ‘Do you think 


YT 


if I made a personal appearance at your house I would draw ’em in?’ 


Well, I nearly fell over. I said, ‘Boy 


est favor one artist can do for a brother artist.’ 


if you do that it would be the great- 
So he tells his director 


and cameraman to lay off for a half hour, and I grab a megaphone and 


started to make the pitch. 


‘Ladies and gentlemen,’ I sez, ‘my pal, Edward G. Robinson, is going 
right now to make a personal appearance in my theatre, so if you will 
#11 go in now you will not only see but hear the one and only Ed. Robin- 


son.’ Well, Joe, while I’m talkin’, 
should have seen the mob follow h 
rafters, beating every record of the 


Ed walks into the theatre and you | 


im. They jammed the place to the 
house. Ed was swell, he talked for 


20 minutes and they cheered him and applauded him, and I shook his 
hand and thanked him for doing me such a big favor. 

Well. he went out and the mob didn’t wait for the pictures, but they 
just followed him out to watch him finish up his shot on the Main street. 


Well, I suppose I guess by now that 


you think I’m a screwball for crying 


the blues for a break like that, but here’s what happened: Flo, the cashier, 


and Vic, who was on the door, got s 


o excited meeting Robinson, that she | 


forgot to sell tickets, and they both went into the theatre to watch him 


work, and there wasn’t a dime taken into the cash box. 


I guess the 


patrons thought I was treating them. 
Well, I discharged both of 'em, but cooled off when my sense of humor 
came back, and I took up their option on condition they wouldn’t say 


anything about it to Aggie, because 
a no-money box office record. 
pened and we had a good laugh ab 
than I did. He said that’s like work 
znd then finding there ain’t no film 


she’d ride me plenty about breaking | 
I went out and told Robinson what hap- 


out it, although he laughed heartier 
ing in front of a camera for an hour 
in it. Anyway, he left me a auto- 


graphed picture and said if he passed my way again he’d make a re-take 


shot of his personal appearance and 


of it he will be on the door himself. 


advertising. 


to make sure I get some dough out 
I put the whole thing down to 


The C. of C.’s Dirty Trick on Jr. 
Well, we finally got Junior adopted legally, but we sure had quite an 


argument about it. 


The members of the Chamber of Commerce insisted 


that we call him Coolacres on account of him being found in this town 


and it would give the town a lot of publicity. 


I gave them some fast talk 


but it didn’t do any good. Aggie sed okay, because she was afraid that 


they would not let us adopt him if 
ment, so I let it go. 


we gave them too much of an argu- 


But I can’t see where the name of Coolacres will 


look good in lights when the kid grows up and becomes a star. People 


will think he is a real estate dealer or something. 


io pin on a kid, but we’re gonna cal 
piece calls it. He says, after a while 


It’s a helluva monicker 
1 him Junior pro tem, as my mouth- 
we can have the kid’s name changed, 


but we will have to move from here if we do, because these California 


guys are very patriotic about their 
flood as the ‘damp spell.’ 

Give our best to the gang back on 
use working themselves to death to 


towns; they still talk about the late 


Panic Island, and tell “em there’s no 
get a living, sez 


Your pal, 


P.S.—Eddie Nugent sez, ‘Self love 
eyes, instead of one.’ 


Lefty. 
is love with two bandages over its 





Okla.’s Sat. Night 


Previews a Trailer 


For Monday Business 





General practice of theatre man- | 
@gers in small towns, 15,000 people | 


or less, in Oklahoma is to shutter all 
day Sunday after having previewed 
Monday’s opener Saturday night. 

Exhibs point out that this policy 
makes for increased business during 
first half of the following week and 
also assert that Sunday shows would 
kayo the Saturday night previews 
because of a large percentage of the 
patronage waiting until next day's 
showing. 

Another angle which must be 
watched especially close in Okla- 
homa is the opposition of religious 
organizations to Sunday shows. Ex- 
hibs feel that it is better to let the 
whole thing drop than to divide the 
town into two camps, with the show 
furnishing agitation. 


Dodge City’ Epic 


Hollywood, March 22. 
Warners is plotting another top- 
budget western, which will be filmed 
under the title, ‘Dodge City.’ Rob- 
ert Lord producing. 
Robert Bruckner is at work on the 
screen play. 











CELLULOIDING WHITNEY 
Hollywood, March 22. 
Republic has Jack Natteford writ- 
ing a screen play under the title of 
‘The Great Wall Street Scandal,’ 
based on the arrest and conviction 
of Richard Whitney, one-time prexy 
of the N. Y. Stock Exchange. 
Neil Hamilton will portray the 
Whitney role. 


'U and Pathe Newsreelers 
Released; Vienna Films In 


First newsreel pictures of Hitler’s 
|/march into Vienna in assuming gov- 
/ernment control over Austria ar~ived 
| by boat Monday (21) morning and 
went into Broadway newsreel houses 
Monday night. Shipped out by plane 
so that they reached most accounts 
outside of N. Y. yesterday 
day). 
reported reams of news film giving 
little hint of any trouble encounterec 
by photographers in covering Nazi 
procession in Vienna, 

However, Universal’s cameraman, 
Julius Jonak, Jr., and Pathe’s rep 
_were jailed Lut later released on 


representations by the American em- | 


bassy. From the vague reports re- 
ceived in N. Y. home offices, only 
reason for holding any _ photog- 
raphers was to give Berlin Associa- 
tion of Photographers’ exclusive 
rights to filming parade. Those be- 
lonzing to this central organization 
|in Germany or joining encountered 
little difficulty, it was reported. 
Actual coverage of history-making 
‘event, absorption of Austria by the 
Nazi government, was as carefully 
and calmly worted out by camera 
crews as handling of a big Fifth Av- 
enue parade, with different locations 
spotted en route of march, newsreel 
truck going along in procession and 
| other details, 
| Many of the U. S. newsreels have 
agreements for exchanging news 
clips with German news’ weekly 
companies. One company geis all 
the material that is supplied by a 
German newsreel outfit, paying only 
for what is used while the American 
company ships its international foot- 
age to the German newsreel firm. 
with the same agreement on pay p-e- 
J vailing. 


(Tues- | 
Most of newsreel companies | 


—s 





Got Something Thar 





Hollywood, March 22. 

Dick Powell has cut his wor- 
rying by 95%. Figures that 
Federal and state income tax 
nicks his earnings for 85%, and 
another 10% goes to his agent. 

That leaves him 5% to fret 
about. 


The Girls Eye View 


By Marian Squire 


‘Bluebeard's Eighth Wife’ Beautifully Greomed 


It is now the beautifully groomed Claudette Colbert's turn to get cine- 
| matically slapped and spanked in the film trend of treat ’em rough. Ina 











| Momand Takes In All 


Companies in His Two 





March 22 
indie, filed 
(19), first 


Oklahoma City, 
| <A, B. Momand, local 
two new suits Saturday 


one asking $1,676,119 from 20th 
Century-Fox and Loew’s. Warners, 


RKO, United Artists, Universal and 
Columbia alleging combination in 
violation of anti-trust laws by dis- 
criminatory booking in favor of pro- 
ducer-owned circuits, competing with 
independents. Momand attacks block 
booking and blind dating. 

His second suit asks $4.461,012 and 
names as defendants the Griffith 
chain, Consolidated Amusement, 
| Consolidated Theatres, Warner Bros. 
Pictures, Warner Theatres, Vita- 
phone, FN, Educational, Paramount, 
Publix Theatres, and Regal Theatres: 
alleges interference with booking 
contracts; intimidation, through mon- 
opoly; major product admission price 
cutting in competitive spots through 
| stock holding by defendants in sound 
equipment manufacturers and stall- 
ing in the installation of sound in in- 
dependent houses and competitive 
| Spots. 


PETE WOOD’S D. C. PLEA 
FOR LOWER ADMISH TAX 


Washington, March 22, 

Last chance to obtain relief from 
|present admissions taxes brought 
|P. J. Wood, independent exhibitor 
|from Columbus, O., before the Sen- 
ate Finance Committee Saturday 
(49) with another plea for a higher 
starting point for the present 10% 
levy on box-office receipts. 


Arguments which failed to swerve 
| the House Ways and Means Commit- 
|tee were re-voiced by Wood, who 
| begged for a change in the present 
| law so that ducats costing 50c would 
not be subject to the government 
grab. Contended that this would 
allow numerous houses to up their 
scales, make more money and pay 
fatter income taxes, so the govern- 
ment wouldn't lose. 


‘We are not suggesting this amend- 
ment for the purpose of bringing 
ourselves larger profits,’ Ohio cru- 
sader elaborated, ‘but to enable thou- 
sands of small theatres to, in some 
measure, recover the higher film 
rentals and increased wages and 
other operating costs, all of which 
| are causing many theatres to operate 
at slight or no profit.’ 

















Fish Cannery’s Cinema 
For Employee Geedwill 


Fish and films are now in a mer- 
ger at Black’s Harbor, N. B., where 
,a new picture theatre (Strand) has 
| been opened. 
|tre of any kind in this fishing and 
\fish-canning town of about 2,000, 
with every man, woman and child 
in the community dependent on the 
fisheries for their livelihood, di- 
rectly or indirectly, and all to one 
, firm. 


To provide permanent entertain- 
ment for their employees, Connors 


Bros., Ld., operating a big fish can- | 
ning plant, box mill and can factory, | 


and the only employing entity in 
the town, built the Strand. It seats 
320. The work of construction and 
outfitting was supervised by Allan 


McLean, treasurer and managing di- | 


rector of the fish packing concern. 
The nearest 
at St. George. N. B., about 12 miles 
away. As a means of keeping the 


firms workers 


the town, the new theatre was pro- | 


vided by the company, thus solving 
the labor problem. Black’s Harbor 
is off the trunk road and also about 
seven miles from the railroad. 

The fish canning firm is convinced 
the establishment of the theatre has 
been a sound investment for them, 
as it is essential to have plenty of 


workers on hand because of the dan- | 


ger of the ish spoiling 
processed and canned promptly af- 
j ter being delivered at the plant. 


New Anti-Trust Suits 


This is the first thea- | 


picture house had been | 


and their families in | 


unless | 


Claire’s former stage vehicle, ‘Bluebeard’s Eighth Wife,’ gives Gary Cooper 
the opportunity to administer corporal punishment, and he and Miss 
Colbert seem to enjoy themselves hugely. 

Although ‘Bluebeard’ is laid in a Parisian setting, you are spared the 
usual foreign family with accents ranging from the Rue de la Paix to 
Ruby Foo’s. With a whole train of French relatives, headed by E. E. 
Horton, as Miss Colbert's gold-brick peddling father, accents are wisely 





| dispensed with. 


| In a series of exaggerated and becoming Travis Banton outfits, Miss 
| Colbert battles all over Europe with Cooper. Her superior silhouette dec- 
| orates a black one-piece bathing suit, covered with splashy white flowers. 
|A black and white flowered dress is topped by an enormous cartwheel 
| hat worn on the side of the head. 


She receives Cooper’s paddling wearing a white negligee, slim through 


| the hips, with enormous skirt and sleeves made of millions (well, thou- 
| sands) of tiny white net ruffles. A tiny black hat with a flat flower in one 
| eye is worn with a suit with light fluffy fur rampant. Although her 
| changes are numerous and effective, ‘Bluebeard’ is not a fashion parade, 
The clothes are incidental, due partly to Miss Coibert’s ability to wear 
| them as though they belonged to her. Miss Colbert is doing all right 
until she arrives at a drunk scene, where she is excessively cute and un- 
| convincingly high. Just half closing the eyes and sluffing words does not 
| produce an authoritative jag. 

Franklyn Pangborn is again the world’s most exasperated hotel man- 
ager. David Niven is the recipient of two k.o.’s to the button, one delivered 
| by Miss Colbert, who wears a lavishly furred white chiffon hostess gown 
for the pugilistic exhibition—and a more realistic poke from Warren B, 
Hymer, bulging in unaccustomed evening clothes. 


‘Love, Honor and Behave’ Appears Dated 


‘Love, Honor and Behave’ moves along with the speed of a turtle wading 
| through cold molasses, until he arrival of Wayne Morris and Priscilla 
| Lane. But that time it’s too late to do much about it. 

Starting in pre-repeal gin-mixing days with action and dialog of a much 
earlier film vintage, the picture gives the impression of an old dead silent, 
fitted out with conversation. Barbara O’Neill and Charles Mitchell, as 
| Morris’ parents, argue endlessly about sportsmanship. They get divorced 

but they go right on arguing in practically the same words. And Miss 
| O'Neill, exponent of leaning over backwards to give your opponent a 
break, turns feline about ail the other women in the cast. 





Mona Barrie appears to be a menace in a low cut white gown and 
smeary make-up. Then turns comic in a pencil slim dress with huge fur 
muff and dab of fur on a high cone hat. Maybe she was meant to be 
funny all along but that’s something for the audience to figure out. They 
get no help from authors or producers. 


Little Dickie Moore is Morris as a child. Morris is an attractive young 
man, but by no stretch of the imagination could Dickie’s black saucer eyes 
turn into Morris’ small light orbs. 

Priscilla Lane draws a few smart lines and delivers them with vigor, but 
by then the report is in. She wears a glittery white gown with drop 
shoulders and a short ermine bolero, several slim snappy street frocks, 
and gets an authentic looking black eye from Morris, while wearing a 
fitted bodice and sweeping skirth with back fullness. 

The plot is as subtle as a poached egg and as obvious as Jimmie Durant’s 
schnozzle. ‘Bei Mir B. D. S.’ is in it too, for no apparent reason except 
to lure customers who might want to hear it again, regardless of anything 
else that goes on in the picture. 





‘Radio City Revels’ No Revel 
‘Radio City Revels’ features a number of social (film) register names, but 
it’s Bob Burns who puts the whole thing in his hillbilly pocket and walks 
off with it. Jack Oakie and Milton Berle (with his forehead higher than 


ever) gallop around, teamed as desperate songwriters, and Kenny Baker 
with Ann Miller, represent young love, 


Helen Broderick, high priestess of the dry wisecrack-crusher, is pretty 
much wasted as a not so young female in search of a man. She looks too 
smart in a two-piece metal cloth frock with pleated skirt, and in a black 
tunic patterned with metal squares, to have such a hard time landing 
Bazooka Bob. Victor Moore, who wanders in a couple of times as a radio 
producer, could be put to much better use, too. 


Baker sings the top number, ‘New Moon Over the Old Mill.’ and Jane 
Froman in a low-necked, long-sleeved silver bodice and yards of metal 
banded tulle skirt, does ‘Speak Your Heart’ with a background of chorus 
dressed all in black. 


Ann Miller dances in a fitted top and full circular skirt, split to the waist 
in front and lined with pailletted black satin. A chiffon evening gown 


| . e 
decorated with metal discs has a stiffened double ruffle around the low 
neck. 


‘Revels’ skips about from penthouse to studio, to enormous stages and 
back to penthouse—and if the plot isn’t revolutionary, it keeps right on 
| going fast enough so that doesn't particularly matter. 


‘Romance in the Dark’ Not Too Bright 





Operatic and light airs are plentifully dished cut to give the cash cus- 
tomers their $ worth of vocalizing in ‘Romance in the Dark.’ Gladys 
Swarthout and John Boles handle most of the orioling, and Esther Muir 
has one operatic bit. 


Miss Swarthout’s operatic name was apparently deemed sufficient for 
the picture, without anyone bothering to think up a new plot. It’s the one 
about an unknown singer built up into a fake exotic personality, so that 
impresario can ‘discover’ her, and the inevitable expose; blamed tem- 
porarily, but also inevitably, on our hero. 

John Barrymore and Boles relieve the plot monotony with a running 
competition for femme favors—the score in Barrymore's favor until Miss 
Swarthout’s advent. 


Claire Dodd is a countess in the manger, who double-x’s Boles until she 
loses him. She first acquires him while wearing a Grecian draped white 
crepe gown with a long ermine cape, and reluctantly surrenders him to 
the singer, in a black sequin gown cut extremely low, with black lace filling 
in the open spaces. 

Miss Swarthout is relegated to dowdy frocks until turned into a ‘Per- 
sian Princess’ by Boles. One evening dress confuses its line by having 
too many shades of chiffon draped, twisted and wound about. Her Per- 


Sian costume is striking with a high metal cloth turban and metal cloth 
trousers under a sweeping floor length embroidered coat. 

Friez Feld as Boles’ Man Friday, and Curt Bois as Barrymore's shadow. 
get in some nice work, and excellent production does a lot toward lifting 
| hackneyed situations above their theatrical station. 
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Thomson Explains SAG and Equity 


In response to VARIETY’s inquiry as to the 
Equity election, and in gene! 


tor organizations, the board of 


| the current 
yther ar 
as LOLIOWS 

1. Equity. The Guild cannot and 


pitairs of any other organization. It 


+ 
vv 


Hollywood, March 22. 


Screen Actors Guild’s position 
il concerni the Four A’s and 
urecto na j ect 1 le repiy 
ll not tal ny part in the internal 
clear, ho ver, that the members 


»f the Guild who are also members of Equity have not only the right but 
12 duty to make known their opinion Equity it The Guild will 
not attempt to influence them in any way 
2. Four A’s. The Guild is not in favor of the ‘one big union’ idea. It 
believes that the problems of the individual] branches can best be admin- 
istered by the branches. However, 11 1s tn favor of a Four A’s with | 


sufficient backing from the strong branches to help the weaker branches 


their fields. 


organize 


tc field 


This is because many performers shift 
and we should be derelict in our duty to out 


field | 
did 


from 


members if we 


not attempt to see that there are strong organizations in every field. 


3. AFRA. What we have just said explains fully our attitude towards 
the American Federation of Radio Artists. We want control of radio by 
radio performers. We want the other performer organizations to help 
AFRA attain a strong organization, and then step out What we have 
aiready done is an illustration of that position 

4. We think the function of a performers’ union is to obtain better pay, 
hou and working conditions for the membership. We believe in a for- 
ward looking, liberal and progressive organization. We are against stag- 
nation as much as over-zealous agitation. We do not have any objection 


to any member's political party, whether it 


be Republican, Democratic, 


Communist, or even Prohibitionist. We do object to the member trying 
to use any actors’ union to further any cause other than better conditions 
for actors Kenneth Thomson 


Executive Secretary, Screen 
By order of the Board of Directors, 


Actors Guild, 


Dualing Victory in Philly Courts 
Creates No Stampede on Twin Pix 


—~—____— + 


Philadelphia, March 22, 

Decision of U. S. Circuit Court 
here two weeks ago upholding legal- 
ity of double-featuring has had prac- 
tically no effect on dualing situash 
in the territory. Only change is that 
some indies who were holding off on 
twinning Metro, Warner and Para- 
mount product have now thrown 
their doubts aside and are doubling 


these exchanges’ shows when con- 
Vement 
Despite litigation and_ threats, 


product of all six exchanges named 
in the Perelman double-feature suit 
have been dualled right along. RKO, 
Fox and United Artists have put up 
practically no squawk at any time, 








while Metro, Par and WB have been | 


alternately hot and cold on the ques- 
tion, 

Double-billing in Philly territory 
is much lighter than throughout the 
country and has been status quo last 
six months or a year. Principal rea- 
son for absence of the twins is stand 
of Warner Bros. circuit against them. 
WB, with 126 houses, gets preferred 


pix and prior dates so has had little | 


call for duals, Fewer than half of 
the other houses in the territory are 
doubling. 

Exhibs’ constant cry is that they 
are forced into the double-bills by 
brevity of current crop of films. 
They maintain, it is easier and 
cheaper to book two 66-minute pix 


than it is to book one and a flock of | 


Shorts to fill the remaining 
There is no greater trade at houses 
using two films, they say. It’s en- 


tirely a matter of convenience. 
Squawks from medicos and civic 
orgs, which have been heard in Chi 


and other spots where dualling is 
more prevaient, entirely absent here. 





Cosmopolitan Pictures 
And the Hearst Reorg 


Move to reorganize the Hearst 
publishing properties, which has 


been under way since last fall, was 
formally revealed, with Clarence J. 
Shearn, long a friend of the pub- 
lisher, named _ trustee. Executive 
committee for American Newspa- 
pers, Inc., was appointed six months 
alu 

As far as Hearst’s picture interest 
are affected, it is unlikely that 
Marion Davies will appear in any- 
thing for Warner Bros., although 
WB still has a releasing contract 
with Cosmopolitan, the Hearst pro- 
organization. “owever, 
nv Picts plans nothing 


aut 


Cos 


ine 
iS 


time. | 


1 to 


Doubling Up 


Hollywood, March 22. 

One of the town’s quickest 
quickie makers is convinced he 
has partially skirted the prob- 
lem of rising production costs. 

He's going to cut his atmos- 
phere mobs in half by making 
the extras use double talk. 











Canadian Premier 
Looks to Give Can. 
Theatre Men a Break 


Montreal, March 22, 

Delegation of local theatre men is 
scheduled to huddle with Premier 
Duplessis this week with a view to 
airing woes encompassing amuse- 
ment business in this province, Re- 
ported that a group including repre- 
sentatives of the Canadian Famous 
Players chain and independent thea- 


tre men will visit the provincial 
legislature at Quebec. Conference 
will be first between showmen and 


Duplessis since the present adminis- 
tration came into power, and scems 
to be inspired by the Premier’s sym- 
pathetic attitude to show biz here. 
Greatest single factor which would 
help take the picture business out of 
the red would be _ odification of the 
laws. preventing admittance _ of | 
minors. 
Bills currently before the legisla- 
ture provide for a reduced age limit, 
with the understanding that the 
delegation will endeavor to impress 
the Premier with the desirability of 
having the age limit fixed below 12. 


Sherman Outfit Moves 


Hollywood, March 22. 


Harry Sherman Productions, 
which makes the Hopalong Cassidy 
series for Paramount release, has 
moved into General Service studios. 
Outfit has been producing on the 
Grand National lot. 

Sherman has seven writers at 
work on the scripts for his next 
group of six. Chandler Sprague and 
Paul Gerard Smith are the newes 
additions to his scribbling roster 





JACK JOSEPH BACK EAST 
Universal's publicity 
and ad director, New York 
after a three weeks’ survey of the 
studio setup on the Coast. 

Joseph plans to return around May 


1933-39 


John Joseph 
back in 


line up his campaign on 


m” t 


1 if the 
favorably reported to the Senate by 


| the 


|} an 


WHAT NEELY C 


OEE 320,000,000 
TIED UP IN FILM 


If Neely Bill Ever Becomes 
a Law, It Would Neces- 

















sitate That Much In- 
vested in Finished Pro- 
ductions Before Selling 


Could Start 


IMPRACTICAL 


ad- 


rent- 


of a system of 


Establishment 


vance cash deposits agains* film 


al payment b) exhibitors for feature 


films is regarded by industry execu- 


inevitable 


Bill, 


tives as an 


Neely 


development 


which has been 


the 


merce, 1s 


Com- 
law. 


on Interstate 
into Federal 


Committee 
enacted 
Only by a complete revamping of 
and trade 
been in effect 


financial structure 
practices which have 
for nearly a quarter of a century 
would it be possible for most of the 
major companies to obtain the addi- 
tional capital for production which 
is demanded by the provisions of the 
Neely measure. Discussions between 
attorneys for different companies 
and their production heads have 
been carried on all week with a 
view to arriving at some solution of 
the financial problems which would 
arise if the bill is passed by the 
present Congress and signed by the 
President. 

Distributors declare the penalties 
which are provided in the act pre- 
clude any continuation of the pres- 
ent methods of film distribution. The 
measure provides that a synopsis, in 
detail, must be available for every 
exhibitor of each picture offered for 
lease. The synopsis, in fact, becomes 
a part of the licensing 
and any departure of the finished 
product from the text of the outline 
gives the exhibitor the right of can- 
cellation, or the right to recover 
damages for breach of warranty. In 
effect, this would mean, it is said, 
that synopses only could be prepared 
with some degree of accuracy after 
a film is completed at the studios. 

Not more than two of the major 


ULD MEAN 


Writers Guild Calls Mass Meeting To 


_ 


agreement, | 


companies, it is pointed out, are pose | 
sessed of sufficient financial resources | 
at the present time to undertake the | 


risks of completing an entire group 
of pictures before offering them to 
the exhibitors. Individual selling of 


films would entail prohibitive selling | 
; unusual angle to 


| that Presiding Justice James P. Hill | 


costs. With the security market in 
its present repressed condition, any 
substantial issuance of new film se- 
curities to meet the increased capital 
demands is regarded generally as im- 
possible. The alternative would be a 
reconstruction of trade practices and 
advance levy on exhibitors for 
funds to provide for the additional 
production programs made necessary 
by the Neely bill. 
R.F.C. No Help 


It is known that the survey into 
the unexpected financial angles 
which have been prompted by study 
of the Necly bill has extended to the 
possibility of applying for funds from 
the Reconstruction Finance Corpora- 
tion. a Government banking bureau 
which was originated under the 
Hoover administration and broad- 
ened under the New Deal. Investi- 
gation into this source, which has 
been the Government's agency for 
lending to banks, railroads and other 
basic industries, reveals that the 
amusement business in all its vari- 
ous forms is excluded by statute and 
regulation from financial assistance 
This is not a recent limitation of the 
RFC, as other industries, including 
automobiles and clothing manufac- 
ture, also are outside the purview of 
the law. 

There are differences among film 
executives as to the of the 
additional financing which the indus- 
try would require to cope the 
cales conditions of the Neely act 
Currently, evers filry company 
trives to maintain at the 
sible figure inventory of 
pleted and 


extent 


with 


lowest 
the 
unreleased 
(Continued on page 25) 











Combat Wage Cuts by Producers; 


Scuttle Plan to 
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In Relays | 

Hollywood, March 22 
Writing of screen treatment 
for Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘Graus- 
tark’ has taken on the appeal 
ance of a relay race 

Samson Raphaelson and Lil- 
lian Hellman have taken ove! 
the chore, relieving Sarah Y. 
Mason and Victor Heerman 
who lowed Donald Ogden 

Stewart, v ) originally tarted 

tne a gnment | 

3-2 Veto May Take | 


Sterifization Film 
To Highest Court 


Albany, N. Y., March 22 | 

By the margin of 3-2, the Appel- 
late Division upheld the action of 
State Education Commissioner Frank 
P, Graves in refusing to license “To- | 
morrow’s Children,’ featuring a 
sterilization theme. Court assessed | 
550 costs and disbursements acainst 
Foy Productions, Ltd., and Principal 
Film Exchange, Inc., the petitioners. 
The closeness of the vote and the 
sharpness of the diverging opinions 
expressed by the majority’ and mi- 
nority was taken as a further indi- 
cation of the varying viewpoints | 
which ‘Tomorrow’s Children’ has 
brought forth. Three boards of cen- 
are said to have okayed the 
and three others to have nixed 


ors 
film 
it. 

Observers believe that the peti- 
tioners will carry the case to the 
Court of Appeals, reasoning that a | 
3-2 vote (very unusual on film re- 
views by the Appellate Division) 
gives ground for hope that the high- | 
est tribunal may annul Commissioner | 
Graves’ ruling. 


Noticeable in the Apellate Divi- 
sion lineup was the fact the two 
Catholic members, Justice Daniel V. 
McNamee of Hudson and Justice 
Christopher J. Heffernan of Amster- 
dam, were on opposite sides. Mce- 
Namee wrote the prevailing opinion. 
The Catholic Church is unalterably 
opposed to. sterilization. Another 
the decision was 


of Norwich drew up the minority 
opinion, in which Justice Heffernan 
concurred. The judges saw the film 


screened in the courtroom two | 
months ago. 
The majoritv oninion sets forth 


that ‘Tomorrow's Children’ had been 
up for review by the Education De- 
partment at times between May 5, 
1934, and Aug. 20, 1937. 

‘Practically every part exhibited 
interprets and elucidates steriliza- 
tion as a means of contraception and 


birth control tending to that end,’ 
the majority deelare. One ‘whole- 


some love scene’ is excepted. 

The minority, on the other hand, 
held, ‘The film contains nothing lewd 
or lustful. It would require a pru- | 
rient find anything 


uncha e ot 


Imagination to 
indecent.’ 


Guild’s Combo Ball 


Hollywood, March 22 

Three top picture studio guild 
Actor Writers and Director will 
tage their annual ball April 21 at 
Ambassador’s Cocoanut Grove. John 
Grey is chairman of the arranve- 
ment committee, which includes 


James Cagney, Chester Mort 
Lewis Milestone and 
3rackett. 
Herbie Kay 
the music, 

and Charlie 
the + 


talent lineup. 


is, Frank 
Capra Charles 
and his orchestra will 

with Edgar Ber- 
McCarthy 


provide 


Lopping 
adie ‘ 


| Holen, 
| Painters 


| present basic 


| raised in 1936, 


Merge Pic Scribs 


Hol od, March 22 

Fi ps to combat plan of the 
p dau ] Lo ias mper sation f 
all studio worke: including actor 
writers and other creative artists, 
will be taken tomorrow (Wednes- 
day), wnen tops call mass meeting of 
Screen Writers Guild to discu ihe 
situation. Scr.bblers who claim they 
have been dropped from payroll and 
later offered jobs back in same siu- 
dio at pay will be ven an op- 
portunity to air the \ Vs from the 
tloo 

The Scree D { G 1 and 
otner s.udio cralt will be asked to 
aid the campaign to fight pay cuts if 
reporis of a producer campaign are 
verified by the writers. Following 
| huddle of writers, a general report of 
wage situation will 


; J | be laid before 
Studio Unemployment Conference at 
feneral ma meeting scheduled for 
Carpenters Hall Thursday (24). Jack 
president of Motion Picture 
Local 644 and chairman of 
the Unemployment Conference, will 


preside at session. Hollywood and 
downtown merchants and women’s 
auxiliaries have been invited to at- 


tend session, 

Delegates will be present from the 
SDG, SWG, studio painters, carpen- 
ters, film editors, laborers, etc. Pre- 
liminary report will be read on sur- 
vey now being made on employment 
situation and living cosis. 

Screen Actors Guild, which is con- 
ducting its own unemployment sur- 
vey, will not participate in the Un- 
employment Conference. Kenneth 
Thomson, executive secretary of 
SAG, said employment problems of 
the actors were so complex it was 
deemed advisable for the actors to 
handle their own situation. 

No Wage Slash Expected 

The producers are not expected to 
press for a general wage slash un- 
less the various crafts ask to reopen 
wage agreements on 
April 1 with the idea of demanding 
wage tilts. Majority of technical 
crafts have already indicated, how- 


| ever, they will not oppose any move 


by studio executives to postpone an- 
nual producer-labor conferences, 
usually held on April 1, until later 
in the year, 

Studio painters do not have to talk 
contract until May 1 but are willing 
to set date back unless employment 
situation has materially improved by 
that time. The carpenters are still 


| hopeful of getting the 10% tilt which 


they missed when other crafts were 
but leaders do not be- 
lieve the time is opportune to press 
for wage increases. 

Screen Actors Guild, which is not 
a member of the studio basic azree- 
ment, will ask to reopen its contract 
on April 1, but will confine nego- 
tiations to working conditions. 

Producers, in discussing wage con- 
ditions, said present scales were fixed 
at a time when box office receipts 
were on fire and employment was at 
a new high, with demand for skilled 
workers exceeding the supply. They 
said it was only natural that in any 


new nesotiations the studios would 
| ask to have these scales adjusied 
downward to meet present condi- 
tions, 


One producer pointed out that in 
a recent production the pay of top 


| cast players and the director called 


for $600,000. With many of A pc- 


tures grossing little more than th 
he said compensation of workers 


would have to be pruned to take c. re 
of the situation. He said 


such move 


was in line with other indusiries in 
the east which have announced p2y 
cu 
Merger Plans Off 

Any plan to r ry tne §S 1 
Playwriczht I > Ss " 
Wr te Gu Id Ni}] 8) yla 1 
veek when the Guild adopts 1 
y-lay which require scribble io 


member of organization one 
year before becoming eligible to hold 
fanization 3yv-laws 
iave been submitted to the Authors’ 
League of America for and 
‘ 


(Continued on page 
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Not Much to Cheer About in iL. A., 
‘Golden West’ $30,000 Standout; Love 
Again $11,000; H. 0.’s Fare Well 


Los Angeles, March 22. 

Another one otf those s potty weeks 
with newscomers and | holdovers simi- 
larly affected. Easily topping the 
town is Metro’s ‘Girl of the Golden 
West.’ which is headed for smash 
$30.000 at the day-date State and | 
Chinese, Another newcomer, ‘I Met 
Mv Love Again.’ failed to elicit any 
excitement at the Paramount, where 
it barely got by. 

Of the holdhovers, ‘Gold Is Where 
You Find It’ is showing good 
strength on the second stanza, while 


‘Mad About Music’ is playing to okay 
returns at its day-daters. 

‘In Old Chicago’ is currently in the 
final week of its two-a-day run at the 


Four Star. while Wait Disney's 
‘Snow White and Seven Dw arfs’ is 
continuing indefinitely at the Car- 


thay Circle. 
Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55-83- 
1.10-1.65)—Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs’ (RKO) (13th week) 
Decision of Metro not to roadshow 
‘Test Pilot’ paves the way for in- 
definite stay of ‘Snow White,” which 
after grossing almost $8,100 on 12th 
stanza looks healthy for some weeks 
to come. 

Chinese (Grauman-Fox) (2.024; 30- 
40-55-75) —The Girl of the Golden 
West’ (MG) and ‘Walking Down 
Broadway’ (20th) dual. Top trade 
here currently and sweet $13,000 
looks like answer. Last week ‘Sally, 
Irene and Mary’ (20th) and ‘Danger- 
ous to Know’ (Par), after good open- 
ing sagged heavily for poor $9,200. 

Doewntewn (WB) (1.800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Gold Is Where You Find It’ 
(WB) (2d week) and ‘Women Are 
Like That’ (WB) dual. Changing of 
lower bracket film is helping trade 
on second stanza so profitable at 
$7,200. First week brought nifty 
$12,000, far exceeding expectations. 

Four Star (Fox) 
1.65)—‘In Old Chicago’ (20th) (10th 
week). Folds next Sunday (27) 
after run of 10 weeks and three days. 
Ninth week still in profit 
with $2,900 in the till. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 
65)—Gold Is Where You Find It’ 
(WB) (2nd week) and ‘Women Are 
Like That’ (WB) dual. Trade hold- 
ing up on second stanza of top pic- 
ture and will be about $8.700, okay. 
First week hit smart $10,700, plenty 
good. 

Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2.280; 25-30-35- 
40)—'Danger Patrol’ (RKO) and ‘The 


Invisible Menace’ (WB) dual and 
vaudeville. Looks like average 


$7.800 on current week with nothing 
startling on tep to prove a lure. Last 
week ‘Adventure’s End’ (U) and 
‘Swing Your Lady’ (WB), satisfac- 
tory $7,500. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55 )— 
“ad About Music’ (U) (2d week) 
and ‘She’s Got Everything’ (RKO) 
dual. Second stanza doing right well 
and finishes with good $9,500. fol- 
lowing initial week of smash $13,000. 
ILolds third week. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3.595: 30- 
40-55)—‘I Met My Love Again’ (UA) 
and stage show. Second brutal week 
in a row, which means next few at- 
tractions will have to step some; 
finished around $11,000, barely prof- 


itable. Last week (five days) ‘Ro- 
mence in Dark’ (Par), very poor 
7.200. 


RKO (2.872: 30-40-55)—‘Mad About 
Music’ (U) (2d week) and ‘She’s Got 
Everything’ (RKO) dual. Aided by 
preview will hit satisfactory $8,700 
on second stanza, holding third. First 
weck brought excellent $12,800. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414: 30-40-55- 
75)—'The Girl of the Golden West’ 
(M-G) and ‘Walking 
way’ (20th) dual. 
to pre-depression biz 
in long time and with niftv $17,000 
there’s plenty of chuckling all around. 
Last week ‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ 
(20th) and ‘Dangerous to Know’ 
(Par), okay $12,500. 

United Artists ‘(Fox-UA) 
30-40-55)—'Sally, Irene and 
(20th) and ‘Dangerous to Know’ 
(Par) dual. Doing just fair on 
moveover with $2,700 about the 
answer. Last week ‘Merrily’ (MG) 
and ‘Paradise’ (MG), not encourag- 
ing at $2.600. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2.296: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ (20th) 
and ‘Dangerous to Know’ (Par) dual. 
Moveover of this pair looks like good 
$5.300. Last week ‘Merrily’ (MG) 
and ‘Par (MG). nifty $6,800, 
which plenty profitable. 


(2.100: 
Marvy’ 


adise’ 


‘Murder’ Nifty $5,800, 

*B’ cast’ $5,500, P’t’ld, Ore. 

Portland, Ore., March 22. 

‘Tom Sawyer’ went into a second 
week at Parker's Broadway for good 
pickings ‘Mad About Music’ com- 
pleted a second week at the UA al- 
most as strong as its first and moved 
to the Mavfair for a third stanza 
Odd teature about this latter pic is 
that it builds up on the 


+ 


| turns’ 


(900: 55-83-1.10- | 


margin, 


30-40-55- | 


| ‘Sally, Irene and Marv’ 





exploitation and closes stronger than 
it opens. 

Terrific winner is ‘Snow White,’ 
which eased into a third week at the 
Orpheum still good for better than 
average after two smashing semaines 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 

Tom Sawyer’ (UA) and ‘The 
Doll’ (U) (2d week). Going 
for $5,000. First week proved 
winner with $6,000 

Mavfair (‘(Parker-Evergreen) (1.- 
500: 30-55)—Mad About Music’ (U) 
and ‘Arsene Lupin Returns’ (M-G) 
(3d week). Getting good $2,800 afte: 
two big weeks at the UA. Last week, 
‘Wide Open Faces’ (WB) and ‘Born 
to the West’ (Par) closed for average 


30-55) 

Black 
strong 
a rood 


$2,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen ) 
(2.000: 30-55) —Snow White’ (RKO) 
(3d week). Still mopping up in 


ereat stvle, $6,000. Second week con- 
nected for big $7,200, with first week 
topping $10,000. 


Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


(3.000; 30-55) —‘Big Broadcast of 193 
(Par) and ‘Little Miss Roughneck’ 
(Col). Good enough $5,500. Last | 
week. ‘Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO) 
and ‘Penrod and His Brother’ (WB) 
closed a big second week for $4,000. 
Riveli (Indie) (1,200: 15-40)— 


‘Trapped by G-Men’ (Col) 
O'Reilly’ (GB) and vaude. 
ing for okay $2,700. 
ners in Crime’ 
in the Rockies’ 
$2,300. 

United Artists (Parker) (1.000: 
55)—Slight Case of Murder’ (WB) 
and ‘Spy Ring’ (U). Doing nicely 
for $5,800. Last week, ‘Mad About 
Music’ (U) and ‘Arsene Lupin Re- 
(M-G) closed a second week 
almost as strong as its first for $5,500. 


and ‘Sez 
Answer- 
Last week, ‘Part- 
(Par) and ‘Springtime 
(Rep) and vaude, fair 


30- 
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First Runs on n Broadway 


Week of March 24 
Capitol—‘Girl of the Golden 


West’ (MGM). 
(Reviewed in Variery, March 16) 
Criterion— Tipoff Girls’ (Par) 
(25). 
(Reviewed in Current Variety) 
Globe — ‘Radio City Revels’ 
(RKO) ‘(2d wk). 
Music Hall—'‘Fools for 


Scandal’ (WB). 


Paramount — ‘Bluebeard’s 


Fighth Wife’ (Par) (23). 
Rialto—‘Crime of Dr. Hallet’ 
(U) (23). 
(Reviewed in Variety, March 16) 
Rivoli— Romance in the Dark’ 
(Par) (2d wk.) 
(Reviewed in Varirry, Feb. 16) 
Roxy ‘Rebecca of Sunny- 
brook Farm’ (20th) (25). 
(Reviewed in Variety, March 9) 
Strand Over the Wall’ 


(WB) (26). 
(Reviewed in Variety, March 16) 
Week of Mareh 31 
Astor—‘The Call’ (Best) (28). 
Capitel—‘Girl of Golden West’ 
(MGM) (2d wk). 
Music Hall—'Divorce of Lady 
X’ (UA). 
(Reviewed in Varirery, Jan. 19) 
Paramount— ‘Bluebeard’s 
Eighth Wife’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Rivoli — ‘Gaiety Girls’ (UA) 
(30). 
(Reviewed in Variety, 
Rexy — ‘Rebecca of 
brook Farm’ (20th) 
Strand ‘Women 
That’ (WB) (2). 


March 2) 
Sunny- 

(2d wk). 

Are Like 











overestimated, winding up 
short end of $5,000. 

Fulten (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—‘Mad About Music’ (U). Raves 
this one and knocking out a neat 
profit for house, although below take 


on the 


of Durbin’s last; present clip indi- 
cates $8,500 at least, making second 
week a certainty and third alto- 
gether likely. Last stanza, ‘Black 
| Doll’ (U) and ‘Outside of Paradise’ 
(Rep) in the doghouse at under 
$3,000. 


MURDER’ $18,000 


Pittsburgh, March 22. 

Depresh is finally getting around 
to Pittsburgh after giving it the go- 
by for a couple of months. Biz fall- 
ing off sharply everywhere, drop- 
ping as much as 25% within the last 
few weeks. Best in town currently 
are ‘Mad About Music’ and ‘Snow 
White.’ 
pulling the Fulton back into the coin 
again. Although the gross is consid- 
erably below starlet’s last take, it is 
still good enough to snatch a h.o. 


{Is Where 


lafter two 
Deanna Durbin flicker is | 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 25-35-50) 


idiana out of its 





Durbin $8,500, ‘Snow White $7,500 





‘‘Romance’-Vaude $10,000, 


‘Sawyer’ $7,500, Indpls.. 


Indianapolis, March 22. 

Grosses show signs of rallying 
slightly here above figures of recent 
weeks. ‘Romance in the Dark,’ 
linked with Shep Fields orchestra on 
the stage, is doing enough to put the 
Circle at the top of the list of re- 
covering patients. ‘Adventures of 
Tom Sawyer’ is getting along nice- 
ly enough to promise a he Ithy gross 
for Loew's this week. Vaudfilm 
Lyric, with ‘Walking Down Broad- 
way and Minevitch’s Harmonica 
Rascals topping the stage bill, is 
showing a mild improvement and 
‘Mad About Music’ is lifting the In- 
recent decline. 
Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—Snow White’ (RKO). Brought | 


back for a return date after having 


|finished a four-week run a week ago. 


| Results are very good at $3,500. Last 


week ‘Bordertown’ (WB) (re-issue) 


was in the red badly at $1,900 
Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 25-30- 
40)—Romance in the Dark’ (Par) 


and Shep Fields band on stage. Take 


probably will hit $]0,000, which is 
better than recent weeks, but scarce- 
ly out of the red ink. Last week 
‘Baroness and Butler’ (20th) and 
‘Hollywood Hotel’ revue on _ siage 
was so-so at $8,500. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)-—-Mad About Music’ (U) and 


for | 


—Big Broadcast’ (Par). One of the 
season's major. catastrophes; not 


much chance of 
$8,000 in six days, 


getting more than 
going out one day 
short of regulation week to make 
way for ‘Girl of Golden West’ (MG). 
Last week, second of ‘Snow White’ 
(RKO) fine at $19.000, after $35,000 
opener. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600: 
‘Slight Case of Murder’ 
Clyde McCoy-Hal LeRoy on stage. 
Sinking with the rest of ’em: 
more than $18,000. Last week ‘Gold 
You Find It’ (WB) and 
Jimmie Lunceford -lightly better, 
around $18.750. 

Warner (WB) (2.000: 25-35-50)— 
‘Snow White’ (RKO). Brought here 
big weeks at Penn, and 
still knocking out big figures: 


25-40-60 )— 
(WB) and 


| like at least $10.000. Last week ‘She’s 


|Got Everything’ 
| Drummond's Revenge’ 


Walt Disney pic, moving to the War- | 
ner after a big fortnight at Penn, | 


has plenty of stuff left. 


‘Big Broad- | 


cast’ at the Penn is one of the sea- | 


son’s major disappointments, 
won't even go the full week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Alvin (Harris) (2,000: 25-35-50)— 
(20th). May 


and 


manage around $8,500. Last week | 


‘Start Cheering’ (Col), considerably 


| 


, camera 


(RKO) and ‘Bulldog 
(Par) a pleas- 
ant surprise at $5,800. 





Rita Gets Her Call 
Hollywood, March 22. 
Rita Oehmen, former vaude dan- 


cer, who has been appearing at the, 


L.A. Biltmore Bowl 
debut 
O'Brien in RKO’s 
before the cameras. 

David Howard is directing. 


opposite 


‘Gun Law,’ now 





Frisco Spotty; ‘Old Chi Wow NG 


Down Broac- | 
Nearest approach | 
house has had | 


grapevine i which 


'night Intruder’ 


Merrily Live’ $14,000, ‘Murder’ 106 


San Francisco, 
‘In Old Chicago’ 


March 22, 


biz at the Paramount in its first pop- | 


price date in the country. 
Case of Murder’ is also cleaning up 
at the Fox, and ‘Mad About Music’ is 
pulling nice grosses at the Orpheum. 
‘Snow White’ is still a hold- 
over at the Golden Gate. 


‘Slight 


strong 


Estimates for This Week 
Embassy (Cohen) (1,512: 35-55-75) 
‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA) (2d week). 

Will do fair $5,000. Last week. $8.000. 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000: 35-55-75)— 
‘Slight Case of Murder’ (WB) and 
‘Love, Hunor and Behave’ (WB) (2d | 


week ). 
picture 


After an 


indifferent start, 
took hold, 


and second week 


will see around $10,000. Last week. 
$16,000, good. 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850: 35-55- 


75)—Snow White’ 
and vaudeville. Best holdover busi- 
ness in the history of the house: 
looks set for great $21,000. Last week 
did knockout $26,500. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2.440: 35-55-75) 

‘Mad About Music’ (U) and ‘Mid- 
(U) (3d week). Get- 
ting grist aol word-of-mouth publicity 
will give picture a good $7,506. 


(RKO) (3d week) 


,»Last week biz took sudden spurt to | 


is doing terrific | "$9,500. 


Paramount (F-WC) 


(2.740; 35-55- | 
75)—In Old Chicago’ 


(20th). Test 


not | 


| stage show, 


‘Black Doll’ (U). 
moderate at $5,200. Last week ‘Bring- 
ing Up Baby’ (RKO) and 
short film, bad at $4,000. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,400: 
‘Adventures of Tom 
|and ‘Start Cheering’ (Col). 
pic given extra impetus by recent 
visit of Tommy Kelly and Ann Gil- 
lis, its featured players; gross in 


Figures are only 


25-30-40 )— 
Sawyer’ 


Dionne | 


Everything Bands Blah 86, Mpls: 


| wise not up to expectations. 
ithe admiss 


| money 


| vorable, 


| 


|} wyn Follies’ 


| week ‘Birth of Baby’ 


Minneapolis, March 22. 

Business is terrible here, 
signs of box-office vitality 
White,’ in its chird week, is 
while ‘Mad About Music’ is 


with few 
‘Snow 
OKay, 
like- 
With 
ion tilted from 40c to 55c 
after 5 p. m., the Deanna Durbin pie- 
ture has put the Century into the big 
and a run of two weeks or 
longer is in the cards. 
Otherwise, the returns are less fa- 
Corking stage show headed 
by the Bennie Meroff and Charlie 
Agnew bands isn’t getting the box- 
office play that it merits at the Or- 
pheum, mediocre screen’ support 
from ‘She’s Got Everything’ prob- 
ably having something to do with 
the lack of proper public patronage 
And the Minnesota, with 
and the Butler,’ is putting in Gold- 
today (Tues.) after five 
days at only $4,200. 


Estimates for This Week 
Alvin (Steffes) (1,500: 25-40)—Last 


(Skirboll) «3a 
Finished to mild $3,800 after 


‘Baroness 


week). 


| socko $12,500 first week and tremen- 


dous $9.000 second week at the Ly- 


ceum. House goes dark again. 

Aster (Publix-Singer) (900: 15-25) 
— ‘Invisible Menace’ (WB) and 
|‘Everybody’s Doing It’ (RKO). dual. 
split with ‘Dinner at the Ritz’ (20th) 
and ‘Bulldog Drummond's Revenge’ 
| (Par), dual. Pretty good $1,000 in 
prospect. Last week ‘Charlie Chan 
on Broadway’ (20th) and ‘Prescrip- 
tion for Romance’ (U), dual, split 
|} with ‘Daughter of Shanghai’ (Par) 
and ‘Sergeant Murphy’ (WB), dual, 
$1,200. Good. 


(UA) | 
Former | 


| $8.500 indicated. 


Century (Publix-Singer) (1.600: 25- 
35-55 )—‘Mad About Music’ «U). Crix 
raved, but biz not up to expectations: 
Last week ‘Of Hu- 


| man Hearts’ (M-G), bad $2,800. 
Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4.200: 
| 25-35-55) —‘Baroness and 3utler’ 


prospect is $7,500, okay. Last week | 
‘Merrily We Live’ (MG) and ‘Ar- 
sene Lupin Returns’ (MG), moderate 
$6,250. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 
‘Walking Down Broadway’ (20th) 
and vaude. Minevitch’s harmonica 


act on stage billed over the picture; 
take will be $8,000, mild. Last week 
‘Penrod and Twin Brother’ (WB) 
and Louis Armstrong band on stage 
opened bullishly and then took a 
bad nosedive to wind up in carmine 
at $7,400. 


Temple-Robinson 


Combo 366, Hub; 


looks | 


Yank OK. $30,900 


Boston, March 22. 
Combination of ‘Sunnybrook Farm’ 
on the screen and Bill Robinson in 
person at the Keith Memorial is 


. will make her | Shooting ahead this week to a big 


George | 


lead, although ‘Yank at Oxford,’ 
dual bill at the Orph and State, will 
tally a pleasing gross. 

‘Snow White’ was held for a sixth 
week at the Keith-Boston on a last- 
minute decision when it was found 
to be holding up better than expec- 
tations. Final week, with Milt Brit- 
ton band on stage, is aiming to equal 
the fifth week take. 


Rest of the town is dull, notably 
the Met, where ‘Love, Honor and 
Behave’ and ‘Dangerous to Know’ 


are a bad $6,600 on five days. 

Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,212: 35-50-65 )— 
‘Snow White’ (RKO) (6th week) and 
featuring Milt Britton 
band. Holding marvelous pace with 
| aid of good vaude, around $15,000. 
|Fifth week of ‘Snow White,’ with 


| stage show, brought dandy $18,000. 
run at popular prices, one of the few 


Fenway (M&P) (1.382: 25-35-40-55) 


(20th), 


Dying a horrible box-office 
death; 


theatre plugged ‘The River’ 
(Par), short, on same bill, but that. 
too, is failing to bring em in: on five 
days a pathetic $4.300; goes out today 


(Tuesday), ‘Goldwyn Follies.’ re- 


placing. Last week ‘Yank in Oxford’ 
(M-G), $6,500, poor. 
Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2.890: 


25-40-55 )—‘She’s 
(RKO) and Benny 


Got Evervthing’ 
Meroff and Char- 


lie Agnew bands on stage Film 
doesn’t mean a thing to box-office, 
and corking stage show gets credit 
| for most of mild $8.000. Last week 
}‘Snow White’ (RKO) (2d week) 
| $12,000 very big after stupendous 
| $18.000 first week. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2.300: 25- 
35-55)—‘Snow White’ (RKO) (3a 
week ). Headed for okay $7.500. 
Last week ‘Hurricane’ (UA) (2d 
| week), fair $5,700. 
| Time (Berger) (290: 15-25—‘Some- 
| thing to Sing About’ (GN). First 


\‘Man Proof’ (M-G) 
| ing: 
| ‘Havpy Landiing’ 
on } 


‘Victoria the Great’ 


first-run offering house has had in 
some time. and James Cagney name 
should pull in pretty healthy $1.000: 
Last week ‘Little Miss Marker’ (Par) 
(reissue) mild $700. 

Uptown (Publix) (1.200: 25-35)——- 
First nabe show- 
fair $2,500 indicated. Last week 
(20th). okay $2.800. 
World (Steffes) (350: 25-35-40-55 )— 
(RKO). Brought 
back after recent five-week run in 
attempt to cash in on recent legit 
‘Victoria Regina’: mere $900 erossed 
on five light days, and ‘Club des 
Femmes’ ovens today (Tuesday), 
Last weck ‘Thev Won't Foreet’ (WB), 
pretty goed $1.600. 


Durkee’s s Balto Post 


Baltimore, March 22. 
Frank H. Durkee, head of chain of 
21 theatres here bearing his name, 


| Was appointed by Mavor Howard W. 
| Jackson to presidency of local Park 


| Board. 


Job calls for supervision of all 
public parks and was formerly held 
by the late Ned Hanlon, manager of 
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Kay Kyser with ‘Sally, Irene’ Sock 








$37,000, ‘Golden West’ $17,000, Both 


Chis Outstanders; Disney 316 3rd 


Chicago, March 22. 

Plenty of disparity among theatres 
in the loop currently; the good ones 
excellent biz, the weak ones 
their face. 
Hopping the burg is the Chicago, 
the Kay Kyser orchestra is 
jamming ‘em in their personal 
appearance. An established 
name through long radio build-up, 
Kyser is drawing mobs and getting 


doing 


falling on 


where 
on 


theatre 


terrif word of mouth. Comboed with 
a strong picture, ‘Sally, Irene and 
Mary, the house is headed for a 
whacking gross and is heads over 


anything else in the town. 

With ‘Girl of the Golden West’ at 
the UA, Jeannette MacDonald-Nel- 
son Eddy again indicate box office 
magnetism. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,100; 35-55-65-75) 
— Merrily We Live’ (MG). Moved 
here after good week in United 
Artists and headed for oke $6,000. 
Picture geting fine word-of-mouth 
and figured to build, with best 
biz expected in nabes, following 
same curve as did ‘Topper,’ which 
did top trade in home districts on 
tonsil build-up. Last week ‘Yank 
at Oxford’ (MG) managed _ so-so 
$5,100 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Sally, Irene, Mary’ (20th) and Kay 
Kyser orchestra on stage. Latter 
headlined and accounting for main 
section of business for big personal 
draw. Hopping the take, surging to 
nearly $37,000, smacking. Last week 
‘Romance in Dark’ (Par) fair enough 
at $31,100. 

Garrick 
of Murder’ 
right $5,000. 
(WB) ditto. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-75 )— 
*First 100 Years’ (MG) and vaude. 
Picture rushed in on Saturday (19) 
to replace ‘Dangerous to Know’ 
(Par), which was yanked after one 
brutal day, taking less than $2,000 
on its single Friday (18). ‘Years’ 
yily $10,000, poor, on 
Last week ‘Case of Murder’ 
gathered $19,000, satisfactory. 


(900: 35-45-55-75 )—‘Case 
(WB). Figures for all 
Last week ‘Tovarich’ 


(WB) 


Palace (RKO) (2.500; 35-55-65-75) 
— Snow White’ (RKO) and vaude 
(3rd week). Still a heavy winner, 


better than $31,000 currently, a pace 
that house has never seen before. 
Still turning ’em 


performances and doing seven shows | 


over weekend. Topped all expecta- 
tions last week (2nd) with mighty 


34,000. 
. Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-45-55- 
65-75 )—Rebecca’ (20th) (2nd week). 
Holding to good $6,500 currently fol- 
lowing nice take of $10,000 last week. 
State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
45-55)—Chan at Carlo’ (20th) and 
vaude. Off during Lent but still all 
right with its nut at $12,000, Last 


week ‘Witness’ (Col) took nice 
$11,200. 
United Artists (B&K-UA) (1.700; 


35-55-65-75)—‘Golden West’ (MG). 
Opened Saturday (19) and got away 
fast. Looks for big $17,000 here on 
initial session, finest take house has 
had in long time. Last week ‘Mer- 
rily We Live’ (MG) managed okay 
$10,800. 











‘Follies’ $12,000, Best; 


‘Merrily’ $8,700, Denver 


Denver, March 22. 

‘Goldwyn Follies,’ at the 
is topping the town. Biz has been 
steady all week, with two holdouts 
over the weekend enough to send the 
film to the Aladdin for a second week. 
‘Snow White’ is excellent in its fifth 
week at the Rialto and goes to a 
sixth week in Denver first-runs, at 
the Broadway. 

‘Tom Sawyer’ is good at the Alad- 
din and moves to the Rialto for a 
fourth first-run week. ‘Scandal Street 
and ‘Bulldog Drummond’ are sur- 
prises at the Denham, but will be 
pulled at the end of five days. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)—‘Ad- 
ventures of Tom Sawyer’ (UA), after 
a week at each the Denver and 
Broadway. Very nice $4,500 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Snow White’ (RKO) in 
its fourth week in first runs, did a 
nice $4,500, and rated a move to the 
Rialto. Film had shown three weeks 
at the 2,600-seat RKO Orpheum. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ (20th), after 
a week at the Denver. Hefty $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Adventures of Tom 
Sawyer’ (UA) was good at $3,000, 
aiter a week at the Denver. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—'Scandal Street’ (Par), and 
‘Bulldog Drummond's Peril’ (Par). 
Good $5,000 for five days. Last week, 


‘Dangerous to Know’ (Par) let the 
house down below average, doing 
$4.500 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 


2,529; 2 
Goldwyn Follies’ (UA). Bis 


its six days. | 


away at certain} 


Denver, | 


5-35-50 )— | 
ig $12,000. | Live’ (M-G) ran into soft going to-| drew oke $9,000. 


e% 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week $1,520,150 
(Based on 23 cities, 164 theatres, 
chiefly 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 

Last Year $1,578,975 
(Based on 27 cities, 185 theatres) 


first runs, 


including 











Last week, ‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ 
(20th) did only fair at $8,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,000: 25-35-40) 
‘Merrily We Live’ (M-G) and ‘Ar- 
sene Lupin Returns’ (M-G). Nice 
$8.700. with Saturday and Sunday 
(19-20) holdouts. Last week, ‘Hawaii 
Calls’ (RKO) and ‘Man Proof’ (M-G) 
stood them up nearly every night 
and turned in $11,000 on the week. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,096; 25-40)— 
‘Start Cheering’ (Col) and ‘She Mar- 
ried an Artist’ (Col) 
000 Last week, “The 
Back’ (WB) and ‘The 
(U) were good at $3,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Snow 
White’ (RKO), after three weeks at 
the Orpheum and a week at the 
Aladdin. Mighty good $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Gold Is Where You Find It’ 
(WB), after a week at each the Den- 
ver, Aladdin and Broadway, and 
‘City Girl’ (20th), fair $2,000. 





Black Doll’ 





‘FOLLIES’ $14,000, 
‘BABY’ SAME, 
— BALTO 


} enacnnieenenian 





Baltimore, March 22. 


Slight upturn for biz over the 
| week-end, after a bad spell of weath- 
er last week. ‘Bringing Up Baby,’ at 
the combo Hipp, and ‘Goldwyn Fol- 
lies’ at Loew's Century, are leading 
the current parade with a slight edge 
in favor of the latter. 

Estimates for This Week 


| Auditorium (McLaughlin) (1,575; 
15-25-40 )—‘Snow White’ (RKO) (6th 


week). Under rental to Izzy Rappa- 
port for continued run after record- 
breaking four-week session at the 
Hipp, Disney film was slated to wind 
matters up, but steady take to possi- 
ble $4,500 indicating indefinite run. 
Last week profit at $4,800 after pre- 
vious four-week take of $61,700. 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55) — ‘Goldwyn Follies’ 
(UA). Setting a steady pace to okay 
$14,000. Last week ‘First Hundred 
Years’ (MG) nice $8,100. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 





15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Bringing Up 
| Baby’ (RKO) plus vaude. Clicking 
|off a merry $14,000. Last week 


|‘Radio City Revels’ 
down to $11,200. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 
25-35-40-55)—"Boy of the 
(Mono) opens tomorrow (Wednes- 
day). Last week, third of ‘Mad 
About Music’ (U) off at $3,800 after 
| okay two weeks to $16,400. 

New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- 
55) ‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm’ 
| (20th). Getting good daytime play 
| for possible okay $5,500. Last week, 
| second of ‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ 
| 
| 


(RKO) tapered 


15- 


Streets’ 





(20th) way off at $2,300 after so-so 
first session to $3,700. 

Stanley (WB) (3,250; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Slight Case of Murder’ (WB). 
| Mild $8,500 indicated for week. Last 
| week, second of ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) 
| poor at $4,100 after fairish initial go 
| to $9,400 





Durbin, Shirley Each 
106, Buff.; Ist Best 


Buffalo, March 22. 

Figures are sticking to upper levels 
|here currently with the Lakes and 
| Lafayette standing out at good peaks 
}and the other houses driving along 
|spottily. ‘Snow White,’ which has 
| bettered expectations, goes into its 
| third week and the Lafayette’s “Mad 
About Music,’ in its second stanza, 1s 
| doing a swell job. ‘Rebecca’ is away 
'under hopes at the Buffalo. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3.500; 35-40-60)— 
'‘Sunnybrook Farm’ (20th). Not 
showing usual Temple stride, and 


|lucky if topping $10,000, quite dis- 
appointing. Last week ‘Merrily We 


{ ’ 

ward end and dropped down to poor 
$9,500. 

Century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35)— 
‘Kid Comes Back” (WB) and ‘Invis- 
ible Menace’ (WB). Showing im- 
provement and looks set for 
than good $7,500. Last week 
City Revels’ (RKO) and 


“Radio 





mated figures for fair $6,300. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—Snow White’ (RKO) (3d week). 
Still showing good matinee strength 
| and looks okay for about $7,500. Last 


| week stayed ahead of everything 
| else for fine $14,300. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-50)—‘Ro- 
mance in Dark’ (Par) and ‘Scandal 
Street’ (Par). Looks only $5,000, 
mild. Last week ‘Sally, Irene and 
Mary’ (20th) and ‘Love on a Budget’ 
(20th), very neat $7,500 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3.300; 25-35) 
‘Mad About Music’ (U) (2d week) 
and ‘Change of Heart’ (20th). Looks 


to do fine $10,000 and will probably 
be held for third stanza. Last week 
plenty strong at swell $12,500 


Garland P.A.-Pic 
| Okay 196 in Det.; 
| “Music Good 206 


Only fair $3,- | 
Kid Comes | 


Detroit, March 22 
Flock of holdovers are cutting the 
|total take, but generally things aren't 
| too bad in view 
and the business slump 
| land, doubling ‘Everybody Sing’ 
ewe on stage at the Michigan, lifts 
that house out of several weeks’ dol- 


| 
| 
| 


| 





Judy Gar- 
in 


drums but no sock. ‘Snow White’ 
continues profitably day-date_ at 
Madison and UA, with the prob- 


ability that the film will pull out of 


a third session at the Madison. ‘Mad 
About Music,’ aided by new stage 
show, sticks for second session at the 
Fox. 

Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1.700; 30-40)— 
‘Penitentiary’ ‘Col) plus ‘Love on 
Budget’ (20th), dual. Around nor- 


mal $4,300. Last week ‘Sally, Irene 
and Mary’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘City 
Girl (20th), okay $4,400. 

Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65 )—‘Mad 
About Music’ (U) (2d week) with 
Sheila Barrett topping vaude. Durbin 
opus getting a nice play, about $20,- 
000 this week. Around $30,000, swell, 
| last stanza. 

Madison (United Detroit) 
30-40-65 )—‘Snow White’ 
week). 





(2,000: 
(RKO) 


here only. Last stanza nice $10,200. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65 )—‘Everybody Sing’ (MG) 
with Judy Garland on stage. It’s 
juve ali-around, both screen and 
stage, with fairly good reception at 
$19,000, lifting house out of doldrums. 
Last week ‘Bringing Up Baby’ 
(RKO) and Ramon Novarro on stage, 
bad $11,500. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 30-40-50)—‘Bringing Up Baby’ 
(RKO) (2d run) plus ‘Bulldog Drum- 


mond’s Revenge’ (Par), dual. Looks 
like about $7,500, fair. Last week 
‘Slight Case of Murder’ (MG) (2d 
run) and ‘Life of Party’ (RKO), 
good $9,500. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000: 30-40-65) — ‘Snow White’ 
(RKO) (2d week). Pulling in nice 


$10,000 second stanza, following nifty 
$15,200 first week. 


‘Everybody Sing’ $17,000, 
‘Murder’ $16,500, B’klyn 


Brooklyn, March 22. 

Loew’s Metropolitan and Fabian’s 
Fox and Paramount are doing 
healthy biz this week. Met is show- 
ing ‘Everybody Sing,’ while both Fa- 
bian houses are holding over, former 
‘Buccaneer,’ latter ‘Slight Case of 
Murder.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3.274; 25-50) 
Baby’ (RKO) and ‘Midnight Intruder’ 
(U) dual. Will draw mild $10,000 
Last week ‘Baroness and the Butler’ 
(20th) and ‘Change of Heart’ (20th) 
got fair $12,000. 
| Fox (4,089: 25-40)—‘Slight Case of 
Murder’ (WB) and ‘Women in Pris- 
lon’ (Col) plus amateur night show 
|yesterday (Monday). Good $16.500. 





— 


| in 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Spring Is Here So Broadway Takes 


better | 


‘Double | 
Danger’ (RKO) came in under esti- | 


of auto layoifs, Lent | 





9 


VARIETY 


- 


A Cut; Deanna Best With $43,000 
2d Week, Jezebel Mild 706 H.0. 














Broadway Grosses 
Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $242,400 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $270,500 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Springlike weather, welcome to 
everyone but theatre operators, start- 


ed raising havoc Saturday (13) in 
many parts of the country. “The big- 
gest key of the nation is no excep- 
tion After a very rainy winter, 
business is being kicked around con- 
siderably. About the only theatre 
which has no complaint in spite of 
everything is the Roxy, where ‘Mad 
About Music’ is doing exceptionally 
in its second week. It will get 
a possible $43,000, and would go a 
third week but for ‘Rebecca of Sun- 
nybrook Farm’ waiting to come in 
The Music Hall will likely be short 
of $70,000 on its holdover of ‘Jezebel,’ 
while the Par’s second week of ‘Big 
Broadcast’ and the Cab Calloway 
band. ending last night, was held 
to $28,000, a profit, but disappointing. 
The best of the new pictures is 
‘Merrily We Live,’ but at around 


| $20,000 for the Cap it isn’t much, and 


UA this Thursday (24) but stick for | 


(2d | 
Should grab good $7,500 on | 
second session; probable third week | 





there’ll be no holdover at this figure. 
A bitter pill is ‘Romance in the 
Dark,’ which tails a poorish field of 
pictures at only about $7,000 for the 


tivoli. However, holds four extra 
days on a second week. It'll be only 
one week for the Strand, where 
‘Love, Honor and Behave’ looks no 
more than about $10,000, hard to 
take. 


The Criterion is comparatively bet- 


ter than the majority of first runs 
with ‘Bulldog Drummond's Peril,’ 
which ought to do around $8,500. 


Globe, also, is getting a better play 


than several of its competitors with | 
The musical, set | 


‘Radio City Revels.’ 
in here by RKO for two weeks, 
should get $8,500 the first seven days. 
‘Start Cheering,’ at the Rialto, hurt 
by weather, along with others, fin- 


DURBIN 315,000, 
‘SAWYER, 166, 
CINCY 





Cincinnati, March 22. 
Cinema trade by and large is on 


the up. Best return is on ‘Mad 
| About Music’ at the Albee, with 
$15,000 in sight and ‘Tom Sawyer’ 


for $16,000 at the Palace. 
the red on 


Keith’s is 
‘Start Cheering’ at 


| $2,500. 


‘Bringing Up | 


Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)—'The 
Shadow’ (Col), ‘Double Danger’ 
| (RKO, ‘Crashing Hollywood’ | 
(RKO). separate. Normal $2,300. | 
Ditto last week, with ‘Women in 
Prison’ (Col), ‘Sergeant Murphy’ 

(WB), ‘City Girl (20th), singly. 
Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)— 


| Last week this pair got fine $20.000. ; 


| Met (3.618: 25-50 )—‘Everybody 

| Sing’ (M-G) and ‘Black Doll’ (U). 
| Oke at $17,000. Last week, ‘Yank at 
| Oxford’ (M-G) and ‘I Met My L 
| Again’ (UA) drew excellent $20.000 


(4.126: 25-50)—'Bi 


ve 
Ve 


| Paramount succa- 
| neer’ (Par) and ‘Blondes at Work’ 


| (WB) (2d-final week). Okay a! 
$14,000. Last week. healthv $22,000 
Strand (2.870; 25-40)—‘Telephone 
Operator’ (Mono), ‘County Fair’ 
| (Mono) plus ‘Lone Ranger’ install 
|ment and week end vaude with Ju- 
|dith Allen. Will bring in good $9,000 
|Last week ‘Everybodv’s Doing It’ 
1 (RKO) and "Fz la’ (WB) ru Va » 


‘Start Cheering (Col). Pitiful | 
$2,500 Last week, ‘Boy of the 
Street’ (Mono), $5,500, good 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)— 
‘Slight Case of Murder’ (WB) (2d- 
run) Fair $4,000. Last week, ‘Big 
Broadcast’ (Par) (2d week), $3,000, 
pV ri 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42) 
Tom Sawyer’ (UA). Dandy $16,000 
Last week, ‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ 
(20th), $11,500, fairly good. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150: 42-60) 
Walking Down Broadway’ (20th) 
ind ‘Varieties of 1938’ with Dave 
A 01] ! So ’ $10,000. Same last 
week, on ‘First 100 Years’ (M-G) and 
vaude, topped by Bell’s ‘Hawaiian 

j F »}] 


Combo Shubert is having its sec- 
ond straight so-so week with ‘Walk- 
ing Walking Down Broadway’ and 
‘Varieties of 1938,’ with Dave Apol- 
lon. Mild returns at other ace 
screen parlors, which have holdover 
product, 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300: 35-42) 
About Music’ (U). Swell 
Last week. ‘Slight Case of 
(WB). $9,000, bad. 

Capitol (RKO) 
‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ 
Moved over from Palace 
ond week. Tame $4,000. 
‘Yank at Oxford’ (M-G) 
$4.000, n.s.g. 


‘Mad 
$15,000. 
Murder’ 


(2.000: 
for sec- 


Last week, 
(2d week), 


‘Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO) (2d-run). | 


Okay $2,800 Last week, ‘Snow 
White’ (RKO) (5th week), $2,800, all 


Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 25-40)- 


35-42 )— | 
(20th ). | 





+ 


ished fairly but not encouragingty 
last night (Tues.) at $7,200 

State gets a better break this week 
with ‘Yank at Oxford’ and a stage 
bill topped by Paul Draper and York 
and King Taking a last 
week, house gets back to normal cur- 
rently at a likely $25,000 or better 
RKO’s twin-bill Palace is among the 
Broadway sufferers, probably short 
of $8,000 being answer with ‘Bring- 
ing Up Baby’ ‘Swing Your Lady,’ 
two comedi 


licking 


and 


A flock of new pictures 
the coming week. Today 
Par brings in ‘Bluebeard’s 
Wife.” coupled with the Guy Lom- 
bardo band, while the Rialto ushers 
in ‘Crime of Dr. Hallet.’ Starting 
tomorrow (Thurs.) the Music Hall 
tees off with ‘Fools for Scandal,’ the 
Cap, with ‘Girl of the Golden West’ 
and 


ire due fot 
(Wed.) the 
Eighth 


Criterion with “Tip-Off Girls,’ 
while Saturday (26) the Strand 
opens ‘Over the Wall.’ Riv waits 
until Wednesday (30) to open ‘Gaiety 
Girls,’ English-made 

Twentieth-Fox 
out of the Astor Sunda 
Last week (10th) for the :oadshow 
picture was $7,100, pretty low 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012: 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
‘Old Chicago’ (20th) (llth week) 
Slid to $7,200 last week (10th) and 
out next Sunday night (27) after 
thoroughly satisfactory run 

Capitol (4.520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25) 
‘Merrily We Live’ (MG). Roach com- 
ecy gets only one week at a pace 
suggesting $20,000 on the seven days, 
just fair but profit Last week 
‘Everybody Sing’ (MG), around $17,- 
000, disappointing. 

Criterion (1,662: 25-40-55) 


‘Old Chicago’ 
night (27) 


take 





—~Drum- 
mond’s Peril’ (Par) and ‘Lone Ran- 
ger’ serial (Rep). Better play than 


few months ago and this week, de- 
spite everything, maybe $8,500, fair 
enough. Last week, ‘Dangerous to 
| Know’ (Par), around $8,000. 
| Globe (1,274; 25-40-55 )—Radio City 
| Revels’ (RKO). Musical doing pretty 
nicely here, probably around $8,500, 
}and holds. It was originally booked 
| for two weeks. Last week, ‘When 
| G-Men Step In’ (Col), $6,500. okay. 
Palace (1,700: 25-35-55 )—Bringing 
| Up Baby’ (RKO) and ‘Swing Your 
Lady’ (WB), both 2d run. twinned 
| Heavy dose of comedy here this 
| week but under $8,000, n. s. g. Last 
| week, ‘Gold Is Where You Find It’ 
(WB) and ‘Baroness and_ Butler’ 
| (20th), each on 2d run, dualed, $8,700, 
| mild. 

Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-85-99) 
‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) and Cab Cal- 
loway (2d-final week). Got $42,000 
on the first week, very good, but off 
to $28,000, fair though profitable, on 


holdover ending last night (Tues.). 
| Calloway credited with much of 


business drawn, which suggests the 
value of the stage policy here and 
the manner in which bands are 
booked. New show today (Wed.) 
‘Bluebeard’s Eighth Wife’ (Par) and 
Guy Lombardo orchestra 

Radio City Musie Hall (5.980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)—‘Jezebel’ (WB) and 
stage show (2d-final week). Hold- 
over a shaky proposition but business 
held pretty well considering what 
first week’s gross was, reviews hurt- 
ing, and on final seven days maybe 
close to $70,000, aided by word-of- 
mouth. Initial week was $74,600. On 
| the fortnight’s run thus okay but by 
a nose. ‘Fools for Scandal’ (WB) 
opens tomorrow (Thurs. ). 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55 )—‘Start Cheer- 
ing’ (Col). Ended week’s run last 
|night (Tues.) at $7,200, fair enough, 
| house bringing in ‘Crime of Dr. Hal- 
|} let’ (U) this morning (Wed.). Up 
ahead ‘Arsene Lupin’ (MG) did 
$8,000. 

Rivoli (2.092: 25-55-75-85-90)—‘Ro- 
mance in Dark’ (Par). Swarthout 
| musical a dud, only $7,000, very bad, 
and should go out after one week, 
but holds four additional days in- 
stead; ‘Gaiety Girls’ (UA) to open 
Wednesday (30). In ahead, ‘Gold- 
wyn Follies’ (UA), on its fourth 
week got $11.500, okay. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Mad 
About Music’ (20th) and stage show 











|} (2d week). Strong at $43,000 and 
could essay third week. The first 
seven days was a mighty $54.500. 


‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm’ (20th) 
comes in Friday, however 


Strand (2.767; 25-55-75)—‘Love 
Honor and Behave’ (WB). This one 
needs more than whatever interest 
[the well-worn song ‘Bei Mir Bist 
Du Schoen’ still holds: only about 
| $10.000, poor, will be the b. o. result. 
Last week. third of ‘Slight Case of 
Murder’ (WB). around $13,000. satis- 
factory. On the 2l-day run _ this 
comedy showed a swell profit 

State (3.450: %35-55-75)—‘Yank at 
Oxford’ (MG) and vaudeville with 
{York and King, and Paul Draper 
House back to a more consistent 
howing th weck Tavior name 
probably helping a lot: looks $25 000, 
good. Prior week. ‘Brimstone’ (MG) 
mid Earl Hines orchestra, plus Gracie 
Barrie. under $18,000, poorest in long 
\ tin e 
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VARIETY 


Philly In-'n'-Out: ‘Golden West’ 206, 





Disney 19146, ‘Love, Honor’ $18,900 


| 


Philadelphia, March 22. 

Marshalling the parade this sesh 
is ‘Girl of the Golden West,’ at the 
Boyd, with $20,000. Jeanette Mac- 
Donald and Nelson Eddy, both local- 
ites, providing strong draw despite 
harsh words of the crix. Right be- 
hind is ‘Snow White’ in its third 


| (2,700: 


| 


week at the Stanley and still pacing | 


along for nifty $19,500. Should be 
good for six laps. 
Sad to behold is ‘Tom Sawyer’ at 
ihe Aldine. Tinter just can’t seem 
to click and must also meet the Dis- 
ney competish for the kid trade. Get- 
ting punkaroo $7,600 for second week 
efter $9,900 in opener. Holdover was 


strictly lack of product 
Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,200; 40-55-75)— 
‘Tom Sawyer’ (UA) (2d week). D-s- 
appointment after what title and 


color promised, although the crix 
were tough: bad at $7,600. Last week, 
likewise with $9,900. 

Boyd (WB) (2,400; 40-55-65 \—‘Girl 
of the Golden West’ (M-G). Depend- 
ing entirely on local boy and gal 
stars to send it to healthy $20,000 and 
certain second turn. Last week, ‘Mer- 
rilv We Live’ (M-G), $14,200, n.s.h. 

Earle (WB) (3,000; 25-40-55)— 
‘Love. Honor and Behave’ (WB) with 
Bert Wheeler and Dorothy Lee flesh- 
ing. Another breather week _ be- 
tween swing sessions; getting $18,900, 
just about oke. Last week, Tommy 
Dorsey band and ‘Little Miss Rough- 
nock’ (Col) took off for juicy $27,100. 

Erlanger (Boyd) (1,859; 57-86-$1,14- 
$1.71)—‘In Old Chicago’ (20th) (6th 
week). What’s keeping this in, caus- 
ing experienced film men to con- 
jecture; can hardly be more than 
promised commitment with punk 
$5,200 last week; skedded for eight 
Jans and will be it if it croaks. 

Fox (WB) (2.300; 40-55-65)—‘Re- 
becca’ (20th). Shirley again in this 
house after threat following last pic 
that she was for nabes only; moppet’s 
not doing badly at all at $16,300, al- 
though hardly entitled to the lengthy 
h. o.’s of old. Last week, ‘Sally, 
Irene’ (20th) so-so $15,700. 

Karlton (WB) (1,100; 40-50 )—‘Sally, 
Trene’ (20th) (2d run). Kicking up 
some nice dust with $4,800. Last 
week, ‘Slight Case of Murder’ (WB) 
flattered bv reviewers and w.-of-m. 
to nice $5,100. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,400: 40-50)— 
‘Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO) (2d run). 
Moving along to slightly better than 
par $5,000. Last week, ‘Goldwyn 
Follies’ (UA) on the mark at $4,750. 

Stanley (WB) (3,000; 40-55-65)— 
‘Snow White’ (RKO) (3d week). 
Disney creation still a powerhouse, 
clicking off splendid $19,500. Last 
week, also handy at $24,600, follow- 
ine record-cracking opener at $32,300. 
Stanton (WB) (1,700; 30-40-50)— 
‘First 100 Years’ (M-G). Lovely 
treatment at hands of pro o0.0.-ers 
sending this dark horse to lush $5,- 


* $00. Last week, ‘Daughter of Shang- 


hai’ (Par) cashed in on foreign sit- 
uash only to extent of low $4,400. 


‘SNOW WHITE’ $14,500, 
‘MURDER’ 106, SEATTLE 


Seattle, March 22. 

Mostly holdovers. However, Lib- 
erty changes, ‘Nothing Sacred’ ending 
three weeks’ run, with final sagging 
off. ‘Snow White’ getting major 
play with first week around $18,000 
and second still oke. Jim Clemmer 
moves back as manaver and does so 
in midst of record run of present 
price policy. 

‘Big Broadcast,” ‘Bringing Up 
Baby’ and ‘Mad About Music’ all go- 
ns for extended runs, getting nice 
ake. 








Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 32-37-42 }—'Big Broadcast’ (Par) 
and ‘Sergeant Murphy’ (Par), dual 
‘3d week). Five days indicated $2,- 
009, fair. Last week, same films, $2,- 
609, good. 

Csliseum ‘Hamrick - Evergreen) 
1.900: 21-32)—‘Wells-Fargo’ (Par) 
and ‘Young Only Once’ (MG), dual. 
Expected good $3,500. Last week 
*“Rosalie’ (MG) and ‘Borrowing Trou- 
bl~’ (20th), dual, not so hot at $2.250. 

Colenial (Sierling) (850; 10-21)— 
‘Wild Horse Rodeo’ (Rep) and ‘The 
Shadow’ (Col), dual. Anticipated 


okay $1,900. Last week (16-27) 


*Polveamv’ (Ind) and ‘Quick Money’ | 


(R‘"O), dual, six days, big at $2,400. 

Fifth Avenue ‘(Hamrick-Everereen) 
42.400; 32-37-42) — ‘Snow White’ 
(RIO) (2d week), single. Looks 


litte great $14.509 and holding third | 


ard movbe fourth week. 
same film, $18000, marvelous: record 
at ~-esent poliev. 

¥enerty (J-vH) (1.900: 21-27-42)— 
*S ort Cheerino’ (Col) and ‘She Mar- 
ried an Artist’ (Col). dual. Heading 


I.>r moderate $4.000. Last week 
*“N-*hine Saered’ (UA) (3d week), 
sin~le, $3.400. fair. 

Mucie Box ‘(Homrick-Everereen) 


(ONO 32-37-49)—Brinvine Un Babv’ 
(PTO) and ‘Love on Budget’ (20th). 
auel (2d) week). Indicated gond 


32-37-42)—‘Slight Case of 
Murder’ (WB) and ‘Tarzan’s Re- 
venge’ (20th), dual. Paced at $10,000 
for nine days, good. Last week ‘Radio 
Revels’ (RKO) and ‘Midnight In- 
truder’ (U), dual, slow at $3,400. 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 10-27- 
37)—‘She Loved a Fireman’ (FN) 
and ‘Missing Witness’ (WB), dual, 
with vaude. Expected nice $3,400. 
Last week ‘Outside Paradise’ (Rep) 
and ‘Breakfast for Two’ (RKO), dual, 
and vaude, $3,300, okay. | 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen ) 


(3.106: 32-37-42)—‘Mad About Music’ 
(‘U) and ‘Walking Down Broadway’ 
(20th) (2d week). Indicated $5,500 
Last week $7,800, big. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32)— 
‘Everyday a Holiday’ (Par) and | 
‘Westland Case’ (U), dual. Likely | 
around $2.000, okay. Last week ‘To- | 
varich’ (WB) and ‘Night Club Scan- 
dal (Par), dual, $1,800, poor. 





‘BRINGING BABY’ $7,500, 


DURBIN, $7,500, L’VILLE 


Louisville, March 22. 
Strongest pics of the current crop | 





|are Mad About Music,’ at the Strand, 


| 
| 


'to. Maintaining a nice pace and will 


and ‘Bringing Up Baby,’ at the Rial- | 


\likely wind up as the town-topper, 


with competish on the light side. 
Estimates for This Week | 


Brown (Fourth Ave.-Loew’s) (1,- 
400: 15-30-40)—‘Tom Sawyer’ (UA) | 
and ‘I Met My Love Again’ (UA) (2d 
run) dual. Getting a fairish play at 
$2,100. Last week ‘Big Broadcast’ 
(Par) and ‘Scandal Street’ (Par) (2d 
run), fair $2,100. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-20)— 
‘Wells Fargo’ (Par), split with 
‘You're a Sweetheart’ (U) and ‘Every 
Day's a Holiday’ (Par, dual. Initiat- 
ing summer prices and looks like 
summer take. tepid $1,900. Last week 
‘Tovarich’ (WB) and ‘Manhattan 
Melodrama’ (M-G), split with ‘She 


! 


Married an Artist’ (Col), good 
enough $2,300. 
Loew’s State (3,000; 15-30-40)— 


‘Merrily We Live’ (M-G) and *‘Wom- 
en in Prison’ (Col), dual. Little like- 
lihood of touching better than light 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Tom Sawyer’ 
(UA) and ‘I Met My Love Again’ 
(UA), dual, helped by juve trade to 
fine $9,000. 


Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—‘I Was a Spy’ (GB) and} 
‘He Couldn't Say No’ (WB), dual. 
Indications are for light $2,900. Last 
week ‘Love, Honor and Behave’ 
(WB) and ‘Daredevil Drivers’ (WB), 
no better than so-so $3,100. 


Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘Internes 
Can’t Take Money’ (Par) and ‘Show 
Boat’ (U), dual, split with ‘Hotel 
Haywire’ (Par) and ‘Woman Chases 
Man’ (UA), dual. Not much at $1,- 
200. Last week ‘Magnificent Ohses- 
sion’ (U) and ‘Girl Overboard’ (U), 
split with ‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB) 
and ‘Make Way for Tomorrow’ (Par), 
fine $1,600. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000: 15-30- 
40)—‘Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO) and 
March of Time. Looks to cop satis- 
factory $7,500. Last week ‘Sally, 
Irene and Mary’ (20)th and ‘Walking 


115 days on 


| ‘Yank’ at Omaha holding fairly but 
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! Case of Murder (WB) and ‘Wine, 
| Women and Horses’ (WB). Looks 
| like $6,000, very good. Last week, 


‘Action for Slander’ (UA) and ‘Sez 
O’Reilly to McNav’ (GB) only fair 
at 34,000. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 50)—‘52nd 
Street’ (UA) and ‘Thief Meets Thief 
(UA). Should gross a hefty $4,000. 
Last week, third h.o. of ‘Nothing 
Sacred’ (UA) did well at $3,000. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 


(600: 50)—‘Sanson.’ Should make 
good $2,500, despite Lent. Last | 
week, fourth h.o. of ‘Citadelle de 


Silence’ fair at $1,400. 
St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 34) 


——‘La Grande Illusion’ and 
Soir a Marseille.’ Expect 
$4,500. Last week ‘Le Mari de la| 
Reine’ and ‘L'lle des Veuves,’ strong 


at $4,000. 


‘SNOW WHITE’S’ 3 WKS. 
IS RECORD FOR OMAHA 


Omaha, March 22. 

‘Snow White’ running strong in its 
third consecutive week at the Bran- | 
deis and smashing practically every 
record. First week’s $11,000 far sur- 
passed any previous week’s gross, 
and second week's figure of $7,500 
topped first week returns on ‘Mr. 
Deeds’ and also that on ‘Little 
Women. Extended run on picture 
has now eclipsed previous record of 
‘Women.’ “resent rate | 
still exceeding average numbers. 

New bills at Omaha anc Orpheum 
both okav, with slight edge to 
Deanna Durbin picture at Orph. 


not quite up to Durbin standard. 

Weather cheering populace with 
spring showers twice last week; not 
enough to slow up biz and enough 
to forecast normal spring rainfall. 
Over weekend, warm weather hurt 
a bit. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 15- 
25-40) —‘Snow White’ (RKO) (3d 
week). Exceeding any previous run 
here in both gro, and playing time; 
$4,500 this week siill topping aver- 
age. Added to first week’s $11,000 
and last week’s $7,500 total remark- 
able. 

Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 
berg) (810; 650; 950; 10-25)—Three 
ace suburbans playing same pro- 
grams. ‘Wise Girl’ (RKO), ‘Portia 
on Trial’ (Rep) and ‘Borneo’ (20th- 
Fox) triple bill first half week. 
‘Hollywood Hotel’ (FN) and ‘Sophie 
Lang’ (Par) doubled second half. 
Run $850, $650, $700 on_ these. 
Last week thes houses showed ‘Per- 
fect Specimen’ (FN) and ‘Thorough- 
breds Don’t Cry’ (MG) first half of 
week: ‘You're Sweetheart’ (U) and 
‘Alcatraz’ (FN) dualled second half, 
$750, $600, $650 on these. 

Omaha (Blank) (2.100; 10-25-40)— 
‘Yank at Oxford’ (MG) and ‘Scandal 
Street’ (Par) double billed. Plenty 
of publicity both nationally and 
locally breaking on Taylor pie and 
helping along to satisfactory week 
at $7,500. Last week ‘Stella Dallas’ 
(UA) and ‘Sergeant Murphy’ (WB) 
in twin harness drew fem trade to 
$7,500, oke. 

Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 10-25-40) 
—Mad About Music’ (U) and 
‘Arsene Lupin’ (MG) dualled. Dur- 
bin hitting a fair stride here, $7,800. 
Last week ‘Every Day’s a Holiday’ 
(Par) screen, with Benny Meroff’s 
‘Congress Casino Revue’ on stage 
disappointing. Even with admission 
tiff raised to 55c. top, barely $11,000, 
lightest stage show figure in couple 
of seasons. 











Down Broadway’ (20th), copping 
heavy trade at night shows, to wind | 
up with okay $7,200. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,400: 15-30- 
40)—‘Mad About Music’ (U) and 
‘Midnight Intruder’ (U). 
house has had this year; should cop 
$7,000. Last week ‘Romance in the 
Dark’ (Par) and ‘Dangerous to 
Know’ (Par), shade below normal at 
$3,200. 





‘Snow White’ 4th Wk. 86 


Still Tops Montreal 


Montreal, March 22. 








Last week, | 


Fourih week of ‘Snow White’ still 
| looks like topping the town. All 
| other main stems have shown well 
| Saturday and Sunday, but will likely 
fade during the week. All 
shows except Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 
| Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Snow 
Whiie’ (RKO) (4th week). 
fans and children hold this pic up 





and may gross good $8,000, after 
| $9,500 last week. 

Capitel (CT) (2,700: 50)—‘Bring- 
ing Up Baby’ (RKO) and ‘Double 
| Danger’ (RKO). Should run the 


| Palace close with possible gross of 
$7,500. good. Last week, ‘Big Broad- 
cast of 1938’ (Par) and ‘Night Club 
Scandal’ (Par) healthy $7,000. 

Loew’s (M. T. Co.) (3,200: 
‘Some Blondes are Dangerous’ (Col) 
and ‘Boy of the Streets’ 


may 
‘What 


gross nice $6,500. 
Price Innocence’ 


Last week. 
(Col) and 


Best biz | 


new | 


Repeat | 


50) | 


(Mono). | 
setting a better play this week and 


SHIRLEY $12,000, PROV.; 
‘FIRST 100 YEARS’ 106. 


Providence, March 22, 
| Nothing much to crow about ex- 
|cept the ever’ popular Shirley Tem- 
| ple at the Majestic. ‘Snow White,’ 
|in its sixth week at the Albee and 
| again billed last week, is still good. 
| Other stands are optimistic though 
spring weather is beginning to hurt. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
| ‘Snow White’ (RKO) (6th week) and 
| ‘Dionne Darlings’ (RKO) (3d wk). 
Positively final week with biz amaz- 





| | 
‘Dangerous to Know’ (Par) and ‘Out- | 


| gloomy $6,500. 


a | ‘ > -& rounding up of amateurs for last two 
ot Sweetheart Nice $3,300; |shows nightly and returning after 
goo | 





/ing at $6.500. Last week, fifth, excel- 
lent $7,500 warranted holdover. 

| Carlton (Fayv-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
|50)—Merrily We Live’ (M-G) and 
|‘Arsene Lupin’ (M-G) (2d run); 
looks neat $4,000. Last week. ‘Gold- 
wyn Follies’ «(UA) and ‘Gail Pres- 
ton’ (Col) (2d run. so-so $3.200. 


Back’ (WB) and on 
Dempsey personal. Biz 
only fair $6,500. Last week, ‘Mr. 
| Boggs Steps Out’ (GN) and ‘Three 
'Cheers for Rhythm’ on stage, aver- 
|}age $7,200. 

Loew's State (3,200: 
‘First Hundred Years’ 
‘Wide Open Faces’ (Col). Loolss like 
$10.000, oknov. Last week, ‘Merrily 
We Live’ «M-G) and ‘Arsene Lupin’ 
| (M-G) d’sappointing $11,000. 

Majestic (Fay) 2,300: 25-25 
‘Redecca of Sunnybrook Farm’ 
(90th) and ‘He Couldn’t Say No’ 
(WB). Week's brieht snot. with 
winnine §12.000 in offine. 
‘Sallv. Irene’ (20th) and 


stage Janet 
slipping at 


25-35-50 )— 
(M-G) and 


Fay's (2.000; 25-35-50 )—Ki ow 
ae » 25-35-50 Kid Comes | sites also was referred to directly, 


Last week, | 
‘Jones Fam- | 


Tommy Dorsey Swings Wash. to 6: 
‘Sally’ 0.K. $18,000, ‘Follies’ $16,000 


| 





Washington, March 2 

It's Tommy Dorsey's week. net 
only via his rep with the ado- 
lescents, but thanks to a smart cam- 
paign, Doing his regular broadcast 
from the stage during the show, 


La) 


side of Paradise’ (Par) looks like | 
Last week, ‘Romance 
in Dark’ (Par) and ‘Women in 
Prison’ (Col) skidded to bad $6,000. 


last show one night to play for audi- 
ence dancing on the stage. It's al] 
keeping him in the papers dailv and 
driving the youngsters swing-silly 

| ‘Goldwyn Follies’ bowed in on a 
| reception that looks like just 
age. ‘Snow White,’ in its sixth week, 
looks to stick through Holy Week, 


Lincoln Boosts Scales 


Lincoln, March 22. 
Inaugurating tie price rise scheme 
of all the first-run J. H. Cooper 


aver~- 


houses and with an eight-day week, | jegying house record buried 

the Lincoln is stepping out with Estimates for This Week 
‘You're a Sweetheart’ (U). House} Capitol (Loew) (3.424: 25-35-40. 
|} has been gated at 20c.-25c.. but iS | 66)—‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ (20th) 
now 25¢c.-35e Orpheum, a 15¢.-20c. | and vaude. Maybe passable $18.000. 
house, is next skedded to go 20c.- < 


Last week, ‘Merrily We Live’ «(M-G) 


25c., with the Stuart to quit the bar- slipped, but still led town with nice 


gain balconies of two-bits for 40C. | ¢99 O00. 

straight evenings. Action may in-|" Goiymbia (Loew) (1.583: 25-40)—~ 

fluence the second runs, since their ‘Tove Is a Headache’ (M-G). First- 

biz went down sharply from the first) pun in spot usually repeatine the 

of the year. ‘big one should see averave $4.500. 
Estimates for This Week Last week, ‘Yank at Oxford’ (M-G) 


Kiva (Noble) (440; 10-15)—Awful | (2d run), good $5.000. 


Truth’ (Col). Back after a previous} Earle (WB) (2.244: 25-35-40-66) 
{long run for fair biz, $1.000. Last;} ‘Thrill of a Lifetime’ (Par) and 
week, ‘Making the Headlines’ (Col)| yvaude. Tommy Dorsey orchestra 
and ‘Glamorous Night’ (Rep), slow,! with its stunts and plenty bally ac- 
$800. counting for big $20,000. Last week, 
Liberty (Cooper) (1,200: 10-15)— | ‘Slight Case of Murder’ (WB) slid 
‘Where the West Begins’ (Mono) and | gliehtly to fair $14,000. 
‘Life Begins at College’ (20th) split} Keith’s (RKO) (1.830: 35-55)— 
with ‘Make a Wish’ (RKO) and/‘snow White’ (RKO) (6th week). 


‘Forbidden Valley’ (U), fairish, $950. | 


Still running wild with unbelievable 


Last week, ‘God's Country’ (WB)/¢19000, Last week same pic pock- 
i} and ‘Night Club Scandal’ (Par) split yee $11 500. " a 
with ‘Dinner at the Ritz’ (20th) and|~ yee (WR) (1.853: 25-40)—‘Wide 


‘Slave Ship’ (20th), good. $1,050. 
Lincoln (Cooper) (1.600; 10-15-25- 
35)—You’re a Sweetheart’ (U), very | 


Open Faces’ (Col). First-run where 
repeats usually play looking at sat- 


Sd isfactory $4000. Last weck, ‘B 
fine, $3.300 sighted. Last week.! Broadcast of 1938’ (Par) (2d ae 
‘Every Day’s a Holiday’ ‘Par) went | same figure 
six days, a severe drop showing at!" pajace (Loew) (2.363): 35-55)—~ 
the end; netted about $2,800 on a). ; 1 aes 3" Saat pe oe 
good start, however. | ‘Goldwyn _ Follies (UA). Long- 


: as |range build-up only broueht open- 
een hoe Teen Tar nha” co ge ag |ing toward average $16,000, but it’s 
$1.400.. Last week. ‘Snow White’| i? house where trade is accustomed 

ee wee ’ - |to them staving over. Last week 
(RKO); bad judgment to book this | sp, y Landing’ (20th) «2d % 
for an extra week after a 10-day | ¢, 7 88 000. =e , _ — 
milking in the big Stuart; sloughed | — pene 


off badly, $1,100. | — 
Stuart (Cooper) (1,900: 10-25-40) | THAT MANY? 
Hollywood, March 22 





—Dead End’ (UA). Waited too 

long bringing this one in and the Warners has started Larry Kimbie 
territory pretty well played; doing | ang Ring Lardner, Jr., on the screen 
play for ‘100,000,000 Suckers.’ 


fairly well, though, and will get or 
better oke $3,500. Last week, ‘Man- | : 

Tale is scheduled for spring pro- 
' duction. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


not bad. 








—— - 


Hays office will be asked to take over another duty soon, that of acting 
as traffic cop for musical routines which are in the public domain. U in 
‘Mad About Music’ and Metro in ‘Girl of the Golden West’ use identical 
scenes and props for introduction of classic numbers not relevant to either 
script, but good boxoffice. U has Deanna Durbin singing Schuberts’ ‘Ave 
Maria’ surrounded by a choir of boys in Switzerland and Metro has Jean- 
ette Macdonald singing Schubert's ‘Ave Maria’ surrounded by what Jooked 
like the same choir boys, but this time in California. 

Pictures had practically same release-date and made it look as if some- 
body were looking over somebody's shoulder. All insist its a coincidence 
but concede Haysites could help space these things, 





Pressure brought to bear on the California legislature during its reecnt 
special session by amusement interests in the San Francisco bay region 
resulted in protective amendments being added to a bill that would have 
otherwise cost commercial entertainment enterprises in the area $100,000 
annually in lost receipts. Measure, as proposed, would have enabled the 
glorified cow palace, state’s tax-free agricultural exhibit building in south 
San Francisco, to throw open its doors for various types of amusement 
including skating midget auio races, wrestling, boxing and other sports. 
_As finally passed, act prohibits the spot from enterting into competi- 
tion with commercial entertainment of the type generally shown in thea- 
tres and public auditoriums. 


While the newsreels are marking time in picking out a newsreel contact 
man to handle the New York World's Fair news coverage, field of aspirants 
is growing. Nearly every reel has a candidate or specific ideas on what 
man should handle the job. Latest men mentioned for post are Dick 
Anderson, former newsreel man, now liked by one or two reels. and Frank 
Fox, former Paramount News contact man, also a favorite. Claude Col- 
lins, Sidney MacKean and Terry Turner, all identified with newsreel e#c- 
tivity or picture companies, also have been mentioned. New position s 


| Salary will be paid by fair association as soon as newsreels get together on 


| 


| 


a suitable man. 

While the success of four theatres in New York, two out-of-town houses 
and the plans for a Boston operation was outlined in the annual report 
made last week by Trans-Lux Corp. directors, danger of picking unsuitable 
This covered the Fulton street « Brook- 
lyn) theatre which now has been turned into two stores and leased for 
the remainder of the time of the corporation's present lease. House wis 
shuttered when business proved unprofitable, Trans-Lux six theatres were 
rated as operating in the block, 


The old Paramount-Publix Corp. was officially relegated to the scrap 
heap Friday (17) when N, Y. Federal Judge Coxe placed his signature on 


the final accounting submitted by Arthur Ballantine, attorney for the 
trustees. The affairs of the once big picture outfit have been in court 


| litigation for the past five years. 


25-35-50 )— 


$9 5.0. Last weck, same films, $3,800, | ‘Can’t Last Forever’ (Col) not so hot} ily’ (20th) came through with excel- 
be at $5.000. lent $10 000. 
Orpheum ‘Hamrick - Evergreen) | Princess ‘CT) (2,300; 50)—‘Slight; Strand (Indic) (2,200: 25-35-50)— | 


The present Paramount Pictures Corp. is an outgrowth, having assumed 
the old outfit’s assets and liabilities in 1935. Judge Coxe also appreved 
the final bill to be submitted by the trustees’ attorneys amounting to $8.80U. 


David O. Selznick has engaged Gertrude Fogler as voice and @Gictics 
coach for Toni Noviska, prima ballerina of the Polish Grand Opere 
he recently imported. P 
portee offers stellar po 


whom 


oaucer, after a series of screen tests, believes i 
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Several U.S. Amus. Companies File 
Earnings; Also GB and Hoyts Abroad 





Profits of Eastman Kodak and sub- 
sidiaries in 1937 topped the preceding 
year by nearly $3,500,000, with com- 
mon shares earnings at $9.76 per 
share, as against $8.23 in the preced- 
ing year. Profit, after taxes and 
charges, totaled $22,347,346 the 
year ended Dec. 25 last, according to 
statement issued last week. In 1936 
the total was $18,906,371. Corpora- 


tion’s net sales were $136,114,878, 
against $119,800,210 for the preceding 
year. 

Consolidated Film Industries de- 
clared 25c cash dividend on the pre- 
ferred stock last week, payable April 
1 to stock on 
Divvy was made because of accum- 
ulations on the prefreence 


in 


+ 


record March 25. | 


issue, | 


Even with this payment, there is ap- | 


proximately $4.50 due in arrears on 
these shares. 
Col.’s $451,061 for Six Months 

Though net profit picked up in the 
three-month period ending Dec. 25, 
1937, Columbia Pictures’ net for six 
months ending on that date was only 
$451,061 as compared with $629,771 
in the six months ending in Decem- 
ber, 1936. Company report for three 
months ending Dec. 25 last year re- 
vealed $303,749 net profit after all 
charges and provisions for federal 
income and other taxes. This was 
virtually double about $148,000 re- 
ported for the preceding quarter. 

Columbia Pictures’ net was equiva- 
lent to 73c. per share in the three 
months ending last December and 
about $1 for the six months. Latter 
figure compares with $1.51 per share 
for six-month period ended Dec. 26, 
1936. 

Report as of last December showed 
the corporation to have approxi- 
mately $10,400,000 working capital. 
Earned surplu. was $4,674,061. 

Columbia Pictures’ gross income 
from rentals and sales of film and 
accessories totaled $10,250,157 for the 
six months ending December last 
year. Company reported that $174,- 
734 was paid out on the common 
shares and $103,130 on $2.75 pre- 
ferred stock in dividends during this 
period. 

Trans-Lux’s Statements 


Trans-Lux Corp. last week re- 
ported $349,382 net profit for the 
year 1937 as compared with $287,028 
in 1936 and $164,291 in 1935. Com- 
pany earnings were equivalent to 
48%4c per share. Dividends for year 
totalled 30c a share. 

- Trans-Lux Movie Ticker Corp., a 


subsidiary, reported $429,912 profits | 


for the year. 

Traris-Lux Movies Corp., a wholly- 
owned subsid, showed net profit of 
$82,573 as against $53,182 in preced- 
ing year, both before taxes. This is 


of Trans-Lux theatres, holding 50% 
interest or being wholly 
houses. 

Canadian Trans-Lux Corp., Ltd., 
wholly-owned corporation handling 
film ticker installations in Canada, 
turned in net profit of $70,542 as 
compared with $43,665 in 1936. 


GB Theatres’ 22'2% 
London, March 16. 
For the second year in succession, 
the net profit of Provincial Cinema- 
tograph Theatres, circuit operating 
affiliate of Gaumont-British, tops 


$2,500,000, and for the 12th succes- | 


sive year the board offers a divi- 
dend on ordinary stock of 15%. 
the first time, however, an addi- 
tional 712% is proposed as a bonus, 
making 2242% for full year. 

Actual net was $2,533,515, previous 
year’s balance giving an available 
total of $3,155,340. Taxation absorbs 
$222,500, depreciation reserve al- 
most $500,000, these, with other al- 
lotments, bringing residue for dis- 
tribution down to $1,355,745. 

Requirements of ordinary divi- 
dend are then deducted, together 
with a sum for a proposed addi- 
tional dividend of 173% on cumu- 
lative participating preferred ordi- 
nary shares (making 9%%% full), and 
balance to carry forward is $600,- 
749. 

Balance sheet shows total assets 
exceeding $41,062,000, of which free- 
hold and leasehold properties, with 
stocks and equipment, absorb $24,- 
585,000. Depreciation reserve cur- 
rently stands at $5,470,000. Issued 
capital is approximately $16,000,000, 
with mortgage stock and mortgages 
$10,662,000. 

P.C.T. and wholly 
Sidiaries operate 112 


sub- 
of 


owned 
theatres, 








Chas. K. French, 78, Weds 


Character Actress, 62 
Hollywood, March 22. 
Charles K. French, 78, who is 
celebrating his 60th anniversary in 
show business, was married here 
last Sunday (20) to Doris Herbert, 
62, stage and screen’ character 
actress. Ceremony was followed by 
a dinner party at which they were 
hosted by the Troupers Club. 
French came to Hollywood in 1909, 
organizing a film company which 
released its product under the Bison 
brand 





Negro Policy For 
St. Loo Orph Brings 
Squawks to F.&M. 


St. Louis, March 22. 
Announcement that Fanchon & 
Marco was considering opening the 
Orpheum downtown as a colored 
house brought protests from Andrew 
Cella, v.p. of he Southern Real Es- 


tate & Finance Co., owner of the 
building, and from the Progress 
Council, an organization whose 


membership includes the Associated 
Retailers, Downtown Improvement 
Assn. and building owners. Cella 
declared if F&M carries out its plan 
his company would bring suit to en- 
join the theatre for the purposes 
announced, Charles H. Diel, secre- 
tary of the Progress Council, said 
the body would meet during the 
current week to take up the matter. 

Harry C. Arthur, Jr., of F&M, said 


‘he has received a number of pro- 


| being 


posals to sub-lease the house and the 
latest was from Raymond R, Palmer 


| of the Pine St. Y. M. C. A. represent- 


ing 12 Negro civic groups totaling 
50,000 members. While there are 
half a dozen Negro nabe pic houses 
in town they are all small and since 
the Odeon was destroyed by fire 
several years ago the Negroes here 
have had no large assembly meeting 
place. 

F&M obtained possession of the 
Orpheum, which is located across the 
street from the Hotel Statler and in 
the midst of a hotel group, two years 
ago when it settled its difference 
with Warner Bros. in New York. 
Warners holds the original lease and 
sub-let the house to F&M, Warners 
responsible for the rent if 
F&M doesn’t pay. 





which Tivoli, New Gallery and New 
| Victoria are West End theatres, and 


,form biggest unit in Gaumont-Brit- 


owned | 


For | 


1S | ish chain. 
the corporation operating the chain 


Moss Empires $873,150 


Moss Empires, operating mainly 
variety theatres throughout U.K., 
returned $873,150 profit in 1937, and 
recommends payment of final ordi- 
nary dividend of 5%, making 1 
for the year; $142,775 remains to 
carry forward. Trading profit shows 
increase exceeding 
results, 

Company is capitalized at $6,700,- 
000, with mortgage debenture stock 
2,825,000. Total assets of $12,533,- 


a” 


830 include $10,467,865 for properties. 


Hoyts Earnings 
Sydney, March 8. 

Hoyts declared a dividend of 3% 
on preferred A stock and 212% on 
preferred B for the half-year end- 
ing Dec. 31, 1937. Currently, stock 
prices and yields are reported as 
follows: Preferred A, $5.06 per share, 
5.9%; preferred B, $3.52 per share, 
4.1% 

Like other managements, 
was hard hit by the infantile 
outbreak in Victoria, 
what extent will 
1 further balance sheet i: prepared. 
However, the organization stands in 
d position financially and leads 
all others. Charles Munro is di- 
rector. 

Units comprising 
show stock valuati 
Amalgamated Pictures, 
Greater J. D. Williams, 
cers, 68c.; Wests, $2.12. 

Norman B. Rydge 
Greater Union, in 
Arthur Gillespie, o 
commit visiting here for a 
looksee the chain Gordon 
Elli British Empire Films, 
is also here to take a quiz into af- 
fairs of the distribution unit. 


Hoyts 


but to 


Vsis 


a soli 


Greater Union 
as follows: 
$1.50 a share; 
$1.25; Spen- 


ns 


chairman of 
the management 
tee, is 

over 
s, boss of 


$30,000 on 1936 | 


paral- | 


be unknown until | 


company with 
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Weeks Heads Mono Sales Judge Bok Scores Pa. Censors 
For Their ‘Inexcusable Neglect’ 


In Reversing Russian Film’ s Ban 


George Weeks has joined Mono- 
gram Pictures as general sales man- 
ager. He succeeds Edward Golden, 


| wh ho has been upped to a vice-presi- 


dency, with headquarters in New 
York, 
Weeks has been sales director in 


America for Gaumont-British for 
| years. 


Six 





Washington, March 22. 
W. Ray Johnston, head of Mono- 
gram, picked up 2,200 options for 


January, the Securities and Exchange 
Commission disclosed this week. 
Gives him 91,254 bargain chances in 
addition to present holdings of 62,383 


shares of common. No other trans- 
actions by film company insiders 
reported. 


Hollywood, March 22 


Leon Fromkess, Mono treasurer, 
trained out for New York after a 
week of conferences with Emmett 
Miller, company’s studio accountant. 
Pair mapped budgets for future pro- 
duction. 


DUALS IN MPLS. 





Minneapolis, March 22. 


Minneapolis has not been going for 
double features. Publix-Singer has 
been trying the policy of linking two 


in a pair of its loop houses for more 
than a year, and the box-office re- 
sults have been unsatisfactory. 

In consequence, the twin bills will 
be abandoned at the State, one of the 
two downtown houses that has been 
offering the bargain programs. In- 
stead, single ‘A’ pictures will 
shown, starting with ‘Girl of 
|Golden West’ for a fortnight next 
month. ‘Snow White,” interrupting 
the dual program policy, 
and will run another week. 

For the present at least, however, 
the double features will be continued 
at the Aster, where the scale is 15c. 
to 5 p.m. and 25c. thereafter 


rating the dual bills at the two loop 
houses, they have failed to invade 
the neighborhood and suburban dis- 
tricts. Independent exhibitors have 
kept a pact to remain aloof from 
them. The sole deviation is special 
Saturday midnight bargain shows, 
when two features are presented for 
the single admission. 

Outside of the Twin Cities, how- 
ever, there has been quite a spread 
of dual billing during the past year, 
and in several spots an 
price war is being waged 


PAR BOOKS ‘BABY’ PIC 





Minneapolis, March 22. 

Minnesota Amuse. Co. (Par) for 
first time has booked an independent 
picture, ‘Birth of a Baby,’ into all of 
its ‘A’ houses in Minnesota, the Da- 
kotas and western Wisconsin. Deal 
was closed with Jack Skirbill, indie 
producer, after picture clicked in 
downtown Minneapolis for three 
weeks. St. Paul and uptown and su- 
burban Minneapolis houses not in- 
cluded. In St. Paul loop picture 
fopens at Bennie Berger's (indie) 
World for indefinite run this week 
on a 50-50 split. First Par dates will 
be in Rochester and Duluth 
week. Par contract calls for sliding 
| percentages. 
There’s more 





gnashing of 


IN N.W.; 40% TERMS IRK 


| Metro Jan. 1. 





| 
| 


| 


common stock in his company during | 


| 


| 





‘Colonial Pictures Sued 
For $2,283 Unpaid Wages 


Hollywood, March 22 
Colonial Pictures has been sued for 


$2,283 on 32 salary claims. 

One attachment suit is based on 
unpaid wages for production of 
|‘Maximillian and Carlotta’ at the 


| Talisman studio. 





| the 


| 
} 


| O’Shea was 


| papers 


NSG AT THE B.0. 


by 


Balto Exhibs End 
15-Month Ad Rate 


Feud with Sunpapers 





Baltimore, March 
Peace was declared this week 
15-month differences between 
de luxe exhibs and the Sun- 
over advertising rates and 
| policy. Rebelling at an increase of 
10c. per line in the Eve’g Sun as well 
as the Sunday Sun and the Sunday 
American, film men banded togethe1 
to restrict their daily advertising 
igre to 14 lines and Sunday 
age to 25 lines. Newspapers followed 
by cutting down on publicity and art, 
the Sun cutting out altogether men- 
tion and reviews of Loew’s 


99 


local 


| although continuing brief notice of 
| others. 


pictures of ‘B’ or lower classifications | 


be | 
the | 


is current | 


'to comment 


Despite the Publix action inaugu- | 


Holding a solid front for some time, 
with the exception of Morris Me- 
chanic whose New Theatre was given 
some preferred treatment, exhibs 
were successful in keeping out all 
national lineage from the Sunpapers 
throwing it all to the opposition 
News-Post, which maintains a liberal 
editorial policy with respect to pub- 
licity and tie-ups. 

Armistice which -was negotiated 
this week, climaxed lenghtly nego- 
tiations over a long period. Although 
theatre men and newspapers loath 
on agreements made, 
understanding is that rates remain 
as raised with some opening up by 
Sunpapers previous conservative pol- 
icy toward theatre publicity and a 
promised placement of national copy 


|on the page opposite the regular the- 
| atrical page instead of general r.o.p. 


| 


admission | 


formerly the custom, 
During period of disagreement with 





in | 


| 


| any 


curtailment of paid and free lineage | 


general, theatre men claimed no vis- 
ible effect on b.o. 
on setup, with occasional splurges, 
but general loss to newspapers in 
revenue, particularly national, 
reached considerable figure. 


Ted 0’Shea’s Free Feed 





A lunch was given yesterday 
(Tues.) at the Hotel Astor, New 
York, to E, K. (Ted) O’Shea, 


pointed eastern district manager for | 


Since that appointment was made, 
also given a farewell | 
dinner in Buffalo, where he had been 


branch manager for M-G for many 
years. The Independent Theatre 
Owners Assn., headed by Harry 


Nabes cashed in |} 





ap- | 


| 


| Brandt, sponsored the N. Y. luncheon | 


for him, 
Various industry men were 


line- | 


Century, | 


99 


Philadelphia, March 22. 
Pennsy Board of Censors, whose 


ban on 11 of the 1,899 pix it viewed 


last year has brought down on it 
combined wrath of the State’s lib- 
erals, was reversed by the courts 
last Thursday for the second time 
in four months. Such overturns of 
the Board's authority were hereto- 


fore unheard of. 

Decision by Judge Curtis Bok last 
week in ordering approval of Am- 
kino’s ‘Baltic Deputy’ was one of 
the most blistering and caustic ever 
directed at a public board from the 
bench here. Judge Bok called the 
three members of the censor board 
‘incompetent and prejudiced’ and 
charged them with abusing their 
discretionary powers. His’ broad 
opinion declared all film censorship 
‘un-American.’ 

Judge Louis EF. Levinthal last No- 
vember reversed the Board's ban on 
‘Spain in Flames,’ basing his action 
on contention that pic was a news- 
reel and nixing it by the censors 
would be’ tampering with free 
speech and press. 

Board consists of Mrs. A. Mitchell 
Palmer, wife of the wartime U. S. 
attorney-general; Mrs. Hester Fye 
and Patrick Duffy. They turned 
‘Deputy’ down last year and an ap- 
peal was immediately taken by 
Amkino to Common Pleas court. 
Testifying before Judge Bok on her 
reasons for refusing approval to the 
film, Mrs. Palmer declared, ‘The 
film contains the most magnificent 
acting I’ve ever seen, but I don’t 
like Communism,’ Duffy and Mrs, 
Fye said pic ‘incites people to de- 


stroy government.’ 
‘The censors failed,” Judge Bok 
said, ‘to state their reasons for dis- 


approval as is required by the act. 
To supply this inexcusable neglect 
they were put on the witness stand. 
Their testimony showed a lack of 
intelligence, basis of judgment or 
conception of the true nature 
of censorship. According to the 
censors, a revolution by the Com- 
munists is objectionable, whereas 
a revolution against Communists 
would not be; a. bitter attack 
against government in Russia is im- 
moral, but one in France is not im- 
moral because they are. different 
countries. It is difficult to decide a 
law on stuff and nonsense like this.” 


Anti-American 


Judge declared further, ‘Censor- 


| ship, by law or fiat, is not an Amerie 


can concept. Neither is 
cepied American principle. It is 
contrary to the American ideal of 
free speech and starts with a heavy 
presumption against it. 

Though conceding the  State’s 
power includes safeguarding of pub- 


it an ace 


lic decency, Judge Bok denied the 
right of censorship in the ‘field of 
controversial questions, except in 


time of grave emergency.’ 
not such a time, he said. 
‘We are convinced that the Ameri- 
can people resent censorship only a 
little less than they resent Com- 
munism, in which, incidentally, 
censorship plays a very lively part,’ 


This is 


| the decision continued. 


} 
able to | 


|} make the O'Shea luncheon yesterday | 


this | 


teeth 


|among Twin City independent exhib- | 


itors because, on the heels of the 
‘Snow White’ 50% demands, 40 i 
being asked for ‘Baby.’ A ‘strike’ on 
against the Disney picture will be 
| declared, too, against the ‘Baby’ film 
they assert. The Minneapo! and 
1St. Paul indies declare they'll not 


|buy either picture on such terms 


Jonesy Cast Renewed 


| Holl y rwood. March A 

| Twentieth Century-Fox renewed 
all ‘Jones Family’ contracts. Hitche 

given Jed Prouty, Spring Byington 

Florence Roberts. Shirley Deane, | 
Russell Gleason, Ken Howell. June 
Carlson Georse Ernst and Billy 


Mahan. 


| Next picture, ‘Safety 
jis tenth in the series. 


in Numbers, 


| traction of two teeth, 


well as have 
testimonial anniversary feed to 
Depinet in Dallas Saturday (26). 


‘Slightly’ a Remake 


Hollywood, March 22. 
Fernand Gravet draws the top 
spot in ‘Slightly Married,’ which 
Mervyn LeRoy will make for Metro. 
It’s a remake of ‘Private Lives.’ 


as 


Ned 


Pivar Moves to Rep 


Hollywood, March 22. 

former Grand National 
has moved over to Repub- 
Similar capacity. 
t er not yet a 


Ben Pivar, 
producer, 
lic in a 

Firs signed. 


‘MOTO’ MOVES ON 
Hollywood, March 22. 
Already delayed for 10 days due 
illness of Peter Lorre, ‘The 
Mysterious Mr. Moto’ was finally put 
into production sans its name char- 


to 


acter. Norman Foster is directing, 
with Mary McGuire, Henry Wil- 
coxon and Harold Huber heading 
the supporting cast. 

Lorre, bedded following the ex- 


expects to join 
the troupe within a week. 


time to catch the | 





‘Prejudice can wear the mask of 
principle and we might at least feel 
a ring of sincerity in the censors’ 
position if they also sought to ban 
some of the emanations from Holly- 


wood—pathos that burns with the 
low fire of decay, adventure that 
makes potential criminals of chil- 
dren, false values that fan the Com- 
munistic impulse far more than the 
hard vigor of an agitator. These 
things in our Se are more sub- 
versive than the picture we have be- 
fore us. Holl hi od can be subtler 
than Moscow.’ 

rte Bok is a multi-millionaire. 
He is the son of Edward Bok, famed 
editor ‘of the Ladies Home Journal 
fo rr many year ; and grandson of 
iCyrus H. K. Curtis, founder of 
Curtis Publishing. He spent several 


years in Ru a cole 


lectivist farm 


ia working on 


Sonja’s Lead 


Hollywood, March 22. 
Greene, 20th-Fox Eng- 
will play opposite Sonja 
Henie in ‘They Met in College.’ Roy 
De! Ruth directs 
Skating star planed 
east last Wednesday (16), and re- 
ported to the studio for wardrobe 
fittings and makeup tests. 


Richard 


lish import 


in from the 
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Aussie Quota Regulations Await 


Final Word on British Measure 


Sydney, March 22. 

Official deadline for American dis- 
dribuiors to outline their intentions 
inder the recently enacted New 
South Wales quota comes up next 
week (31), though most of the com- 
panies have complied with the re- 
quest to indicate before March 15 
yhat they will do. 

Exact stipulations from U. S. com- 
panies are not expected to be re- 
vealed until the content of Great 
Britain's quota law is known. But 
those in touch with developments 
believe a majority of American dis- 
iribs will take one or two Aus- 
tralian-made features from local pro- 
ducers. 

Eight major companies distributing 
in this state thus would automatic- 


ally underwrite 50% to 65% of pro- | 
duction for eight to 14 features an- | 


nually, and independent U. S. firms 


possibly would go for three or four | 


more. 


Only as a last resort would Amer- | 


ican production-distribution com- 
panies go into Australia and produce 
on their own. They know how. many 
headaches are attacned to the busi- 
ness of producing any sort of pic- 
iures. They would prefer permit- 
iing somebody else do the producing 
and then take a percentage of the 


features made for distribution in the | 


U. S., Great Britain or other foreign 
countries, 


Widely admitted here that the dis- 


tributors, including American com- 
panies, got off lightly on the present 
quota. What local representatives of 
U. S. distributors hope is that their 
New York offices will realize this 
and that the amount of cooperation 
extended by American distributors 
on the new quota law will determine 
whether future quota legislation is 
to be harsh or along current lines. 





Distributors in N. Y. are hopeful 
that the ban against including do- 
minion-produced pictures in the 
Great Britain quota bill will be elim- 
inated. If films produced in Canada 
end Australia can be picked up by 
American companies for distribution 
and counted as quota pictures in 
England, this would reduce the out- 
lay for any quota product required 
in New South Wales. 

Thus a feature purchased of an 
Australian company, after being 
made in New South Wales, would 
figure in the Aussie state’s quota and 
elso could be used as a quota credit 
film in Great Britain. 





Rock Studios Report 
Lists $653,740 Assets, 


aa 





‘Dwarfs’ Royal Screening; 


London, March 11. 
Print of ‘Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs’ has been requested by 
King George for a private showing 
in Buckingham Palace for himself 
and family Command was 


dustries, which procures regular sup- 
ply of picture entertainment for the 
royal houschold 

Outstanding drawing power of the 
film was indicated by the fact it drew 
thieves to the New Gallery in Regent 
St., certain of a haul. Before quit- 
ting, they ransacked five safes and 
decamped with almost $5,000. 

New Gallery appears to have a 
jinx at this time, a member of the 
audience collapsing and dying, sup- 
posedly from hysterics during play- 
ing of the Disney feature. 


CLAY HAKE SET 
AS 20TH REP 
IN AUSSIE 





Sydney, March 22. 

Clay Hake, who came here to take 
over as Aussie chief for 20th-Fox 
after Stanley Crick resigned, is ex- 
pected to remain as manager for Aus- 
| tralia and New Zealand. It had pre- 
viously been announced that his job 
| was only a temporary affair until 
|another executive could be found to 
| fill spot left vacant by Crick. 

Resignation of Crick had been ex- 
| pected for some time. Recalled that 
|he resigned as chairman of Hoyts’ 
| board last year, but there was fur- 
| ther desire to remove the impression 
|that Hoyts and 20th-Fox were so 
|closely connected. Change now 
|leaves Charles Munro, chairman of 
| Hoyts, as the dominating figure in 
| this picture. 

Further move to make politicians 
| believe that Hoyts and 20th-Fox are 
|not closely connected is seen in the 
|reported intention of Hoyts to seek 
|membership in the Motion Picture 
Exhibitors’ Assn, as a matter of pol- 
icy. Organization is made up largely 
of independent exhibs. Certain Aus- 
tralian political leaders, however, 
feel certain that 20th-Fox controls 
the Munro outfit. With Fox a major 
concern in U. S., alignment of Hoyts 





$688,060 Liabilities :roisiiy woud cause plenty of re- 
ommnennianapa | 


London, March 16. 
Liabilities totaling $688,060, against 
book assets valued a‘* $653,740, were 
revealed in a statement of the affairs 


sf Rock Siudios, Ltd., at a meeting | 


of creditors. Listed assets included 
productions at $264,160, equipment at 
$121,115, and investments at $177,175, 
though realizable value of these was 
not indicated. 

Kodak, Ltd., stated whatever de- 
cision the creditors made, they would 
continue with an action for compul- 
sory liquidaticn. At an earlier mcet- 
ing of contributors a motion for vol- 
untary liquidation was passed. 

Creditors of Soskin Productions 
also appointed a liquidator of its 


affairs, a statement of the situation |! 


verberations. Might even cause a 
| squawk from Greater Union. 

| Sam Snider, now in U. S., is look- 
ing over conditions both in that 
country and in Canada. He is linked 
| with Hoyts through his Snider-Dean 
| tieup with National Theatres. A. J. 
Bezant, president of Motion Picture 
| Exhibitors’ Assn., also is planning to 
make a trip to America in the near 
future. 


Bavaria Film Co. Reorgs; 





| Berlin, March 14. 


After being forced to shut down 


Brings Robbery, Death «v«' 


made | 
through the Federation of British In- | 


_ To Produce and Release 


showing a deficiency of $144,855, | about a year ago, the film producing 
with no hope of dividend for con- | company, Bavaria, has been given a 
iributors or creditors. Company, it | new lease on life. Under the head- 
was stated, made one picture, ‘Two's | ing of Bavaria Filmkunst, it is start- 
Company,’ which cost $250,000, B. & | ing out with a capital of $600,000 
D. contributing $107,000. It showed a | which derives in all probability from 
loss of $87,500, and subsequent pic-|the same source which bought out 
tures made by subsidiaries, ‘Ten | Tobis Filmkunst three months back, 
Minute Alibi’ and ‘While Parents! In addition to producing pictures 
Sleep,’ also flopped. }at its own extensive Geiselgasteig 
— studios near Munich, which will also 
French Legion Awards meh ero out to other firms, Bavaria 
will do its own releasing. 
Paris, March 12. | plans for the initial year include six 

Artists and writers of all cate- | films. 
fories were awarded the red ribbon| Business execs are Fritz Klotzsch. 
for their work in the recent promo-/| Erich Walter Herbell and Gustav 
tions and appointments to the Legion | Berloger. Just as at Tobis and Ufa. 
of Honor. Francois Porche, theatre | Bavaria is also to have a board of 


director, and Marguerite Long were | artistic advisers which will consist | 


made commanders. Rosettes were | of Oito Falekenberg and “Fritz 
Fiven to Gaston Baty, Paul Geraldy, | Fischer, both Munich stage directors, 
Charles Burguet, president of film/|the actor-playwrizht Hans Schwei- 
authors’ association; Pierre Monteux | kart, the actor Alexander Goll ng 
and Fernand Bastide, orchestra di-| and Mrs. Troost, wife of the late 
reciors. | Munich architect. 


Program | 


Zeiss-Ikon Reports 
$602,000 Profit for ’37 


Berlin, March 74. 

Net profit of $602,000 for the year 
ending September 30, 1937, enables 
Zeiss-Ikon A.G., Dresden, to pay on 
its $6,000,000 capital a 7°% dividend 
as against 6% of the preceding year. 
Business shot up 29% (20% in the 
year before) while increase of ex- 
penditures kept about the same 


Export developed noticeably, es- 
pecially that of high-class cameras, 
land picture projectors as well as 
sound equipments also brought a 
large turnover. Decidedly on the up 
are the narrow gauge film cameras 
and reproduction apparatus. 

Company's outlook continues to be 
extremely favorable. 


MAXWELL WILL 
IGNORE QUOTA 


London, March 16. 
Regardless of the Quota Act, As- 
sociated British will produce 20 to 
25 pictures at 





John Maxwell, president of the firm. | 


2 GROUPS YEN 


Statement was made in reply to a 
| question of the possible effect of 
| quota legislation. 

| In substantiation of his announce- 
|men, Maxwell revealed the first 12 
titles on the annual schedule, with the 
| aaa of some of the players and 
directors under contract to partici- 
pate. Program, so far ascertained, 
will have mainly domestic appeal 
only, though Maxwell is dickering 
with having at least one film in 
color. 

Titles are: ‘Lovers Knot,’ comedy 
romance; ‘Yes, Madam,’ musical com- 
edy; ‘Yellow Sands,’ Eden Philpott’s 
hick comedy; ‘Coffee for One,’ com- 
edy; ‘Out of the Blue,’ musical spec- 
| tacle: ‘Marigold,’ period comedy ro- 
| mance; ‘The Card,’ Arnold Bennett 
| yarn; ‘Black Eyes,’ social drama; 
‘Black Limelight,’ Gordon Sherry 
play; ‘Queer Cargo,’ W. W. Jacobs’ 
sailor comedy; ‘Luck of the Navy,’ 
comedy; another Bulldog Drummond 
| thriller; ‘Cross Your Fingers,’ farce. 

‘Lovers’ Knot’ is due off the floor, 
with Jean Muir and Diana Churchill 
topping the cast. Jean Muir is also 
assigned to ‘Marigold,’ which Harold 
Schuster will direct, probably in 
color. Schuster will also handle 
‘Yes, Madam,’ which Barbara Blair 
leads. Frances Day is down for star 
part in ‘Out of the Blue.’ 

Herbert Brenon and Paul Stein are 
among directors retained, and John 
Lodge is held to a starring contract. 
Production schedule aims at never 
less than three pictures simultane- 
ously in work, 


GOV'T COMMITTEE ASKS 
FRENCH PIC REFORMS 


Paris, March 14. 
Latest device of the French gov- 
‘ernment to get into the hair of 
| American film interests is the ap- 
pointment of the committee of pro- 
duction. Committee is charged with 
ithe duty of finding out, if possible, 
'why French production is no higher 
;}than it is and recommending what 
ican be done to better the situation. 
| Committee has just made a sup- 
|plementary report to the govern- 
| ment stressing the urgent need of 
legislation for the aid of the film 
jindustry. Pointing out that in 1936 
jthere were 448 films shown in 
| France and of these only 116 were 
French, the committee urged the 
| Sovernment to pass measures co- 
ordinating the distributing services 

















upon which the cinema depends, It | 


| also submitted several deas for re- 
|forms in the organization of produc- 
| ion companies in the industry. 


| 
| Wilcox Retagged Twice 


London, March 16. 
Although the original contract be- 





bert Wilcox was to do two Gordon 


Harker pictures, as soon as ruches | 


of ‘Blondes for Danger,’ the first 
Gordon Harker picture, were seen 


| oy Sam Smith, head of BLF, the di- | 


rector was immediately signed for 
two more, These are ‘Return of the 
| Frog,’ also to star Gordon Harker, 
and ‘Nippy,’ for which Ida Lupino 
comes from U. S. for title role. 

There is a deal on for two of Tom 
| Walls pictures to be released through 
{|BLF, Hitherto, Walls films were re- 
, leased by Charles Woolf. 


Elstree, according to | 


tween British Lion Films and Her- | 








London Stage Asks Tax 
| Cut; Boost More Likely 


London, March 15. 
Delegation representing  profes- 
sional stage, amateur societies, labor 
unions and other allied organizations 
|has a date with the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, Sir John Simon, 
i; when it will plead for further remis- 
i}sion of entertainment tax on shows 
in which living artists predominate. 
| Speakers vill claim that a small con- 
| cession of this type already granted 
nas stimulated flesh shows and fur- 
| ther cuts would put the legit thea- 
tre back on its feet. 
With the European flare-up and 
announcements of more for arma- 





~~ 





| ments for Great Britain it’s a fore- | 


!gone conclusion they haven't a 
chance. Probability is seen in the 
| entertainment world that the tax 
|may be further increased on Budget 
|Day, April 26. 


TO CENSOR 
NEWSREELS 


London, March 15. 

New efforts to obtain censorship of 
motion pictures, particularly of 
newsreels, are revealed in state- 
ments issued simultaneously—annual 
reports of County Conncils Assn. 
and Public Morality Council. Both 
refer to overtures to British Board 
of Film Censors relative to censor- 
ship of newsreels, which the Board 


for control of what is shown as news 
on screens. 

County Councils 
ceeded in obtaining strong repre- 
sentation on the Censorship Consul- 
tative Committee, which links trade- 
controlled B.B.F.C. with the gov- 


pates it may bring pressure through 
its representatives. C.C.A, is a pow- 
erful body representative of the 
major municipal authorities through- 
out England, and is thus the central 
organization of local government. 
Morality Council, a self-appointed 
morals-protector organization with 
a strong social pull, was also on the 
same tack when it interviewed Lord 
Tyrrell, president of B.B.F.C., with a 
demand he should control horrific or 
stark incidents in newsreels. Lord 
Tyrrel was able to satisfy the depu- 
tation the present system, whereby 





| p ‘ ‘ ‘ 
| ercise restraint in contents of their 
reels, works satisfactorily. 


-RKO’S 1ST FRENCH PIC 
ALMOST DONE; 5 MORE 


Paris, March 12. 
RKO is winding up work on its 
first film production venture’ in 
France. Pic, entitled ‘Prisonnier du 
Ciel’ (‘Prisoner of the Sky’), is being 








Jean-Michle Renaitour, president of 
the Chamber Cinema Commission. 


| RKO created the International 
| Film Corp., with capital at present 





| rating of $15,600, for the production. | 


| Plans now call for six films a year, 


| with Rene Sti as European produc- | 


' 


tion manager and Jean Levy Hauss- 
| mann named general manager of the 
| company, 

Pic now in production will star 
| Erie von Strohcim with a cast in- 
| cluding Colette Dargeuil, Bernard 
| Lancret, Gilbert Gil, Tommy Bour- 
delle and Devere. 


| + H 
Pewee their feats of bravery are 


frequently greater than those of in- | 


| ternational heroes. Dialogues were 


, done by Fernand Crommelynck. 


Next film scheduled by IFC ‘s ‘De | 


| Minuit a l’'Aube’ (‘From Midnight to 
| Dawn’), and will be directed by Rob- 
/ert Weine. Screenplay is by Georges 
| Kayser, 


does not touch, emphasizing desire | 


Assn. has suc- | 


ernment’s Home Office, and antici- | 


| 
| 
newsreel concerns are pledged to ex- | M-G Imports Two 


directed by Rene Sti with story by | 


Story centers | 
; around aviators who are overlooked | 


Jap Gov't Still Mum on Imports: 
M-G Gets 2 Past Customs, Censors 


+; 


Tokyo, March 4. 

Meeting held Tuesday (1) between 
Hisaji Kubo, Jap attorney, and the 
full membership of the American 
Motion Picture Assn., failed to de- 
velop anything interesting to the 
American distribs, mainly due to the 
fact that Kubo wasn’t ready with his 
case. He promises that by next 
Tuesday (8) he'll be ready to talk 
turkey. 

Although Kubo is taking his time 
in laying his proposal before the 
American distribs, it isn’t expected 
that in its final form it will be very 
much different than the plan sub- 
mitted to the biggies of the indus- 





try, when Kubo visited New York 
in January. Foreign distribs can’t 
see why the government doesn’t 


come out in the open with reference 
to Kubo’s’ connection with the 
Finance office, if there is a con- 
| nection. 

Lack of confirmation 
capacily 


of Kubo’s 
is leading some distribs to 
| believe that he is toying with the 
whole proposition in the hope of 
selling the American distribs some- 
thing that can in turn be sold to 
the Finance Ministry. Whole atmos- 
phere, however, seems to point to 
no dice as far as the American dis- 
tribs are concerned, 


| Staffs Face Cut 


Present ban expires March 31 and 
while the Finance office hasn’t made 
any announcement, distribs expect a 
new decree continuing it for another 
| three months. Two or three of the 
| distribs are optimistically expecting 
| the Finance office to loosen up with 
|a few import permits in April, but 
iclose study of available dope indi- 
| cates otherwise. In the first place, 
|the trade balance continues to be 
red, although considerably less so 

than this time last year. Second, 
| there still seems to be enough prod- 
} uct in the vaults to carry through 
| until June, although this is denied 
| in some quarters. A. A. Daff, cur- 
rently chairman of A.M.P.A. here, 
the opinion that there 
will be no easing up of the situash 
for some time and that matters are 
more than likely to become worse 
rather than better. 

One thing is certain; if the ban is 
not lifted by June 1, all distrib orgs 
will be cut to the quick and may 
even bring about some immediate 
closures. Strangely enough, the ex- 
hibs don’t seem to be as steamed up 
over the condition of things right 
now as they were several months 
ago. 

Opinion seems to be. gaining 
ground in some quarters that the 
Americans would do well immedi- 
ately to withdraw all offices and all 
product from the field, before being 
| forced to do so by more adverse 
|conditions. It is maintained that 
|such action would almost at once 
|force the government to take a 
more lenient attitude on the proposi- 

tion. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


| expressed 





Metro has apparently stolen a 

'march on the Finance Ministry by 
bringing in two subjects, ‘Bride 
| Wore Red’ and ‘Double Wedding,’ 
| without going through the procedure 
'of securing an import permit. Most 
mystifying part of the whole thing 
is that when the picts were offered 
|} to the censor they were given the 
|once-over and passed. Where the 
prints are now is also a mystery. 
'Some say they have been tempo- 
| rarily impounded by the authorities, 
| While others say that Metro has 
| them. 
Although it is generally assumed 
| here that Metro has hurdled the first 
barrier of getting prints by customs, 
| other distribs don't seem to be anx- 
,ious to follow suit. Good hunch 
would be that Metro has been 
selected to do this as a trial horse 
j}and if the company makes it stick 
everybody will be happy again. 
Possible loophole used was item in 
the import decree which permits im- 
portation of certain articles valued 
jat less than 1,000 yen (approxi- 
| mately $300). It would be a simple 
| matter for the h.o. to invoice a print 
|to bring it within the above 
category. 

While it is generally conceded that 
Metro probably is entirely within 
the word of the import regulations, 
certain indie distribs say that it 
| isn't fair for one distrib to pursue 
;a course which may stir up the 
| wreth of the authorities and thereby 
put them all in the doghouse. Major 
| distribs all seem to be skeptical of 
‘the outcome. 
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U.S. Distribs in Buenos Aires 
May Unite for Trade Protection 


ccc inaiatedliatd cratered 


Buenos Aires, March 15. 

U. S. film companies in this coun- 
try may finally get together in order 
to have their rights protected during 
the commercial treaty negotiations 
now pending between the U. S. and 
Argentina, This time, the problem 
but 


questions 


house duties, 
Both 
each other. 


is not the custom 


monetary trouble. 
are connected with 

Argentina has two kinds of pesos: 
Official 
rate is 16 pesos to the pound, that is 
the Argentine Central Bank 
sells foreign exchange at the rate of 
16 pesos to importers from. such 
countries which have a trade agree- 
ment with Argentina. So far such 
an agreement does not exist with the 
U. S. 


Nevertheless, 


official pesos and free ones. 


tO say: 


grant to some U. S. importers of 


Swedish-American Pic 


Copenhagen, March 12. 
Swedish picture about Swedish- 
American inventor John Ericson be- 





Argentina agreed to 


SEEK SEPARATE 


‘Mille, Marie og mig,’ 
for four months. 


which piayed 





‘vital’ goods import-permits and ‘of- 
ficial’ exchange. Rest of them, in- 
chuding film importers, had to buy 
dollars when bringing their goods TREATY WITH 
through the Argentine custom house, | 
at the official rate plus 20%, mean- | 
ing 19.20 pesos to the pound. Thus} 


U. S. pictures have always been in 
disadvantage against European im- 
ports. 


However, 


Argentine people gen- | 


CZECHS 


erally prefer American films and | 
don’t care so much for either Eng- 


lish slow-moving, highbrow stuff, 
German blood ana soil romance, nor 
French hypothesis of adultery. Fur- 
thermore, officiat values of pictures 
are still rather low—about 10 pesos 
($2.70) per kilo—and official ex- 
change with the 20% surcharge has 
to be bought only for the amount of 
the official value, Finally, commer- 
treaty-negotiations, now well 
under way in Washington, will lead 
to a complete 
20 surcharge for 
ports and 
porters 
peans, 


cial 


all American im- 
will bring U. S. pic im- 
on the same level as Euro- 
Also Royalties 


Another and more difficult prob- 


lem has, however, made itself felt 
since Jan. 29. Royalties, besides of | 


the payment when the picture is im- 
ported, have been paid in dollars 
which had to be bought at the free 
market. Up to Jan. 29, the free peso 
rate was about 17 pesos to the pound 

325 pesos for $100. Since that day, 
the Argentine Central Bank has 

withdrawn its support from the free | 
market (the official market remain- | 
ing unaltered), and the free peso 
rate has consequently fallen to 3.0 
pesos presently, At the same raie, 


importers have now to cover such | 


dollar-amounts which hitherto could | 
be had for 19.20 pesos for the pound | 
(about 3.75 pesos for the dollar). 


Certain European countries could, 
nevertheless, secure foreign 
change at the official rate of 16 pesos 
to the pound even for the gerne 
of profits and interests, due out 
foreign investments in yee i 
Argentine importers of U. S. pictures 
should be entitled to the same 
privilege, it is felt. 
eign and Domestic Commerce, the 
State Department and the U. S. 
Chamber of Commerce will be urged, 
both directly from the Argentine | 
branches of the U. S. major film com- 


panies and indirectly from the Hays | 


Organization in Washington, in a col- 
lective step. to bring this matter up 
during the Washington-Buenos Aires 
trade negotiations. As the amount 
involved is comparatively small, 
Argentine authorities might be will- 
ing to make_ concessions, 
would be of utmost importance for 
U. S. film companies’ business in 
Argentina, 

Meanwhile, financial 
close contact with the Argentine gov- 
2rnment have advised all importers 
to open their files and to publish fig- 
ures import duties, taxes 
and wages they are paying in this 
country, doing their part in making 
Argentina the leading nation in Latin 
America, 


Les Arliss Back to Eng. 


Hollywood, March 22. 

Leslie Arliss, English playwright. 
is returning home after doing the 
screenplay of ‘Angel Making Music’ 
for Goldwyn. 

On his London 
the screenplay of 
Moy, for Gaumont 


regarding 


arrival ne goes on 
his original, ‘Rob 


nor | 


abolishment of the | 


Bureau of For- | 


which | 


advisers in 


Special 
tor, 


state department negotia- 
recently in Paris, is now on his 
ito negotiate a 
Czechoslovakia for the 
film industry. In the trade treaty 
recently concluded in Washington 
between the two countries no agree- 


separate pact with 


ment was reached on motion pictures | 


as a commodity. This is the reason 
for the present effort to obtain a 
working agreement comparable with 
| other trade pacts. 
| Failure to get 
in Czechoslovakia 
is because 


thus far 
trade pact 
distributors 


together 
on any 
American 


have balked strenuously at paying 
a new registration fee of $700 on 
each picture distributed in_ that 
country. 

While film distribution is profit- 
able in that country currently, pic- 
ture company representatives con- 
sider this fee as being entirely out 
of line with returns from Czecho- 


slovakia and as not founded on any 
service or particular benefit accru- 
i to picture companies. 

On the other hand, the Czech gov- 
ernment officials are credited with 
| being strongly in favor of the $700 
fee, rating it as an easy source of 
|added income. American officials do 
not object to paving a fee because 
| many foreign nations require it now, 
| but they consider the amount per 


| pictur e excessive. 
| 





eX- | 


FRENCH TO REQUIRE 
__NON-FLAM FILM SOON 


Washington, March 22. 
Stiff regulations involving the re- 
duction of the fire hazard in motion 
| picture theatres is being studied by 

| the French Ministry of the Interior. 
Report from the American Com- 
| mercial Attache, at Paris, advised the 
lU. S. gehen of Commerce that 
French authorities probably will re- 
| quire the use of nonflammable ace- 
tate film for the ends of 
i ture reels, starting Mav 1. 
revealed that the majority 
| dents result from films 
at the time when a new reel is 

wound on, or when it is finished, 


of acci- 


Progress of the new law in France 
on non-flam stock is being watched 
closely by the film business not only 

ecause of additional expense to dise- 
tributors but also be e it might 
be the fore if oO eea 
complicatior j it CO v In- 
dustry hopes to squelch the plan. 
-roposal stipulates that ve first 
115 feet at the start and at the finish 
of each reel must be acetate stock. 
While this averazes only about one- 
quarter of a cent per foot, it means 
that it would cost about $25.60 ad- 
| ditional per feature to aistripute in 
France. This figures to run up to 
around $1.280 extra for each com- 
pany anually, plus any expense In- 
volved in attaching non-flam leads 

1 trilers to every ree 

Add exD e@ i da lia ird 

» be France 


A Record Danish Flop 


| return to U. 


came the biggest flop the long-run 
cinema Kino-Palaeet has had for 
many years Picture, made by 
Svensk Film-Industri, with Victor | 
Sjostrom in the title role, had the 
Danish title ‘Sejrherren fra Hamp- 
ton Roads’ (‘The Victor from Hamp- 
ton Roads’). Ran only four days. 
Notices were neither good nor bad. 
Kino-Palaeet seldom plays any 
picture less than a month and last 
year set a new Danish record for 
jlong runs with Danish comedy 


way to Prague where he will attempt | 


American | 


| 
taking fire 


John W. Hicks in Chile; 


To Argentine, London 
John W. Hicks, Jr., 


mount’s 


head of Para- 
foreign department, is now 
headed for Argentina on his business 
and inspection tour of South | 
America. Last word from him was 


in Santiago, Chile, where he 
Sunday (20). 


Hicks is due in London after 
S. early in May, 


Bernstem Out 


As M-G Austria 
Rep; Nazi Move 


Was 


his 





Vienna, March 22. 
Felix Bernstein, for 
Metro in Austria, has been removed | 


sales manager 


from his post, with his successor so 
far not set. Not known, but it is pre- 
sumed that the 
cause of change in Austrian politic: 
setup. Anticipated that Metro will 
name a new sales chier who 
ceptable to Nazi-dominated 
mental body. 


shift was made be- 


aCe- 


govern- 





Bernstein is scheduled to be shift- 
ed to some other country. 
Understanding in New York this 


week was that the Berlin censorship 
tactics would be extended to Austria 
and that all prevailing conditions in 
Germany would be transplanted to 
the newly acquired Nazi country. 
Expect usual number of anti-Semitic 
moves directed against the 
business, 

Change for Metro is expected to 
be followed by demands for shifts of 
other companies counted on to 
main in Austria, Paramount 
20th-Fox. 


Gale Okayed by CEA; 
Had Quit Screen Pools 


picture 


re- 


and 





London, 
Expected rumpus over 
tion of Arthur J. Gale as treasurer of 
the Cinematograph Exhibitors Assn. 
Gale announced he 
had resigned from Screen Pools as 
long ago as last January. 
| Whether he went into an outside 
business or not was his own concern 
and no business of the CEA or any- 
|one else, he declared, Added that 
as far as the association was con- 
cerned his policy was and would be 
of service to the independent exhibs. | 
Gale stated he went into Screen 
Pools, thinking it was a commercial 
proposition, but it only took him 
three weeks to find out his mistake. 
He had made suggestions to the 
board how the concern could be put 
on a better basis, but these were not 
adopted and he resigned. He had 
made no public statement before, 
having no desire to jeopardize the 
interests of other backers by ad- | 
verse publicity, he said. 


British Film Stars, 
Test Co-Op 


London, March 15. 
British picture folk are 
sold on cooperative production and 


March 16, 


the re-elec- 


failed to occur. 





motion pic- | 
Study has | 


becoming 


units are shooting on 
First 


four profit- 


sharing principles, sign of the 


swingover was when Charies Laugh- 
ton and Erich Pommer founded thei: 
Mayflower organization, now on it 
second picture, combination of 
player-director and producer taking 
heir rewards when the returns come 
in 

Next to adopt the system was the 
Pascal unit, which just started shoot- 


ing on George Bernard Shaw's ‘Pyg- 
malion,’ in which Gabriel Pasca!, 
producer; Leslie Howard, star and 
co-director; Anthony Asquith, co- 


director, and other leading members 
take no salary but will each get a 
cut from the profits. 

Third was Richard Norton's new 
*7inewood company, Pinebrook, Ltd 


|in which studio, story, stars, directo 
and other personne! all supply their 
services cuffo Unit is making ‘A 


|}Spot of Bother,’ 5 


tory being pro- 


Changes by 





House of Lords 
n British Quota Sends 


Bill to Commons for Revise 


a te 








a — 
‘ e > ’ . me 
Peace on the Rhine London, March 22 
a House of Lords has made so many 
Paris. March 15. changes in the new quota measure 
International Federation of during the past two weeks that bill 
O} “omt ttc he vs) r ; é 
iC mbattants, the Legion of now n t go back to House of Com- 
the Thousand and the National :; 

s non foy nro ( eEcti; ‘ 
Federation of Drafted and Vol- mons for approval or rejection of 
unte¢ Soldie. are lending new amendments It begins to look 
their patronage to the next film as though the branch of Parliament 
to be made by Jean Choux, ‘i a , 
nnd 2 % : “- Vith the inal iV or the pri yposed 
Paix ir le Rhin’ (‘Peace on 

Rhine’ ) story is taken new quota act or one having greatest 
from Jean Claude’s ‘Friede am influence with the government actu- 
a Scenario was done by ally will determine several of the 
Emile Fieg and A. C. Brun. 

; ; most vital Issues. 

Cast includes’ Diia_ Parlo, 
Francoise Rosay, John Loder, | One of these is the three-for-one 
Vanni-Marcoux, Georges Peclet quota credit clause (which would al 
and Jim Gerald. low U. S. distributors three credits 











for each expensive production). 


NOT ENFORCING °:3'30:2:" 


ominion production for 


inclusion in British quota law credit, 
0 House of Commons tacked this on, 


This 
ommoners, 


Another is 


and U. S. interests are hopeful that 
the more conservative ruling body 
Third and, of 


ion of the bill 


; will eliminate it. 
| course, most vital port 
list 


concerns distributor feature picture 

| percentage Lords boosted it from 

a 115° to 20°%, where it probably will 

Paris, March 15. | remain unles enough pressure is ex- 

For the second consecutive time, |¢'ted to get this body to reconsider. 
application of the recently passed House of Lords in past week also 
25% tax law has been postponed, | aised distributor shorts quota from 


exhiibtors’ shorts 


1212% 
Vote Thursday 


Both French and foreign film inter- |10% to 15% and 
ests now believe th: statute may | Quota from 7!2% to 
never be enforced. 


Tacked as a rider on the finance 


nar Quota bill now is in its third read- 
bill last January and passed almost ing before the Lords, with a vote by 
overnight by the Chamber, the | that body likely Thursday (24). Then 


sasure cal ms increase 95¢ . , 
measure calls for an increase of 25 it goes to the Commons. If there is 


axes ed fj es Pros ee 
sas a Prin peer h pie ion SSIN& | too much tossing of the measure be- 
=] f ao 
et 5 hg lo a 7 hig itween the two houses of Parliament 
| stage shows ¢ »y oying o es- | , 
AS . See ee Seen |} it is feared here by American repre- 


tras. Also specifies a similar per- 


, sentatives that the new quota law 
centage tax reduction for houses | ae vit 
the ih chase ae ef will be a makeshift proposition with 
carrying €il 34 Siag S : > » 
aes . many of objectionable features left 
nouse band l iy 
. l, 
At the time of passage it was : ‘ ; . 
: 2 ; I : One thing is virtually certain. That 
lated to become effective Feb. 1, but . 
is that Parliament will pass some sort 
a change in 


government and a 
that they 
affected 
March 1 


the 
syndicates 
all houses 
caused a postponement unt 


of a new 
week, 


pires 
| 


quota setup within the next 
since the old quota law ex- 
on March 31. To impartial U.S. 


stiff threat by 


would close 


With the March 1 deadline come observers here it looks ae though 
and gone and no sign of trying to | the combination of labor interests 
enforce the measure, however, show- _ and exhibitors will dominate word- 
men are beginning to feel that the | 28¢ of new peahae Pane 
whole matter has passed the danger | Attempt to adjust previous in- 


creases in quota for features failed 


point, 


_ in the Monday (21) session of the 
i" , P House of Lords. Bill goes to the 
Brazil Lifts ‘Gun’ Ban | House of Commons Monday (28), 


with royal assent expected by March 
30. 

Both distributors and exhibitors 
still hope the government will re- 
store the original percentages both 
for features and shorts and have 
made desperate appeals to Oliver 
Stanley. Exhibs claim that the pres- 
ent schedules will cause hundreds 
of defaults and say that withdrawal 
of 5°, relief proposed for current 
year will cause a flood of quickies to 


Rio de Janeiro, March 12. 

Lacking a censorial okay for three 
months MG's ‘They Gave Him a Gun’ 
was finally released after all anti- 
military sequences were scissored 
out. Board of Censors charged that 
the unedited film would have damp- 
ened juvenile patriotic ardor and 
might have also damaged neighborly 
relations with a friendly power. 

‘Road Back’ (U) seems to be per- 





manently barred, | be forced on them. 
BE EE ee 3elief of some VU. S. distributors 
jor is that Washington used them 
. as a pawn to offset demands for 
Directors lother American industries in pro- 
| po ed Anglo-American agreement. 
| But English statesmen contend that 
. | British film production is purely a 
roducin Methods 'domestic affair. 
| *.*e . 
| British Censor Raises 
‘ided by the O’Bryen, Linnit and} ° 
Dunffee agency with Robertson Hare Animal Cruelty Issue 
and Alfred Drayton co-starring. | ‘ 9 
Plan is to shoot six pic ‘s this} 
descr is to shoot pictures thi | Over Goldwyn Fovies 
Fourth unit starts preduction this | 
month under sponsor hip of Pamela | London. March 15. 
Ostrer, toy Kellino and James | d P — er 
Mason, planning to shoot an all-out- | App cation of Animal Films Act, 
door picture during the summer on | P4°5€¢ fast yé for first time caused 
an indeterminate schedule. Pamela, | 2 "€WSpaper rumpus when "Goldwyn 
dauchter of Isidore Ostrer, has done | Fo!li Was Pre own. It was dis- 
considerable screen work, and had a | Covered that the British Film Ce rs 
leading role in G.-B.’s ‘Jew Su had cut a section from Ritz Brothe1 
Kellino, her husband, is well known | *©9¥ence ino whicn indreds of its 
English studios as cameraman and | 4° ca Censor ¢ ‘ that 
director Mas son is a stage and screen | C’ueily was involved in p lading 
actor. Same co-op setup. the cats to do the tult 
Plans were announced quite some| Stimulated = b newspape me 
time ago for Jessie Matthews and | ment United A protested and 
her husband, Sonnie Hale, to organ- | cabled the Coast for exoneration, 
ze on similar lines by putting up | Subseq tly satisfied by affidavits 
coin for their own pictures. Jessie’s| from California animal ire 
G-B contract is finished and with | bodi okayed by the Brit Cc i] 
the corporation not likely to make! in Los Angele censo! agreed to 
many pictures, may go ahead with | pass the cat sequence, and they went 
lependent unit, with Hale di- | back into cast in time for the pie- 
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DARRYL F. ZANUCK'S § 


OW AVAILABLE 









AN UNPRECEDENTED PRE- 
SELLING CAMPAIGN TIMED TO 
REACH ITS CLIMAX WHEN 
YOU PLAY IT! 








W. won't rehearse the nation-wide flood of great reviews 
in newspapers, trade papers, outstanding magazines, over 
the air...nor the editorials, page after page of news breaks, 
radio publicity and, above all, word-of-mouth... nor the 
sweep and power of the production or the boxoffice 
appeal of its great cast... nor its 3-month run in New York 


and brilliant showings elsewhere! All that is familiar to 
everyone in show business! 


But, in addition to that, 20th is launching the most 
intensive and widespread campaign in newspapers and 
magazines with which it ever backed a picture! 





In 164 newspapers with a total circulation of 





14,724,794 will appear the assistant advertising cam- 


paign ... giant ads tied directly in with key-city theatres’ 
popular-price runs. 






E FIRST TWO POPULAR-PRICE 
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My 
N WAITING TO HEAR.... 

































































‘S|; SUPREME ACHIEVEMENT 


FOR YOUR THEATRE! 











« 


In the national magazine campaign, 20th has 
scheduled full-page ads, in color, in Life, Collier’s, Look, 
Woman's Home Companion and 14 leading fan magazines 
... with a total reader coverage of more than 53,816,226 
people...timed to break with “In Old Chicago's” 
national release! 





Through these extra campaigns, plus the prestige 
and fanfare which accompanied its road showings... 
Z2OTH CENTURY-FOX INSURES YOU THE GREATEST 
READY-MADE AUDIENCE FOR ANY PICTURE IN YEARS! 





a 








“In Old Chicago” has proven its great- 





ESS EF | 
, SAN LAS il 
ness! » But be sure you let it prove its Aes 5 NANCISco_ H! 














greatness for you! » Give it preferen- THE PEN; ts 
tial dates! » Give it maximum play HOup PARAMOUn. RECORD. “ 
time! » Get behind it with showman- POPUL a SMA SHED INCLUDING 
R-p 








ship just as if no one had ever heard 
of “In Old Chicago” before! » In that 


way you will be sure to get the 


RUNS! JUST LOOK! 


TTT ll 














A 













(E 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































—_——————- 
———_--—- - 


li,- 

















16 








VARIETY 





— 


Bluebeard’s 8th Wife 


YToaramount release of Ernst 
production Stars Claudette Colbert and 
Gavy Cooper; features E. E. Horton, David 
Niven. Elizabeth Patterson, Herman Bing. 
Tivected t Ernst Lubitsch,. Screenplay by 
@arles Brackett and Billy Wilder; based 
on play by Alfred Savoir; American vere 
sien vy Charlton Andrews; camera, Leo 
Vever; film etitor, William Shea, Pre- 

wel in Projection Room, N. Y., March 


b 8 Running time, 85 mins, 

N le de TLoiselle........ Claudette Colbert 

Michaer Brandon........cccees Gary Cooper 

bbe Loiselle... ..Edward Everett Horton | 
Alhert De Resgnier.......ccees David Niven 

Aunt Hedwige.........Blizabeth Patterson 

Monsieur Pepinard.......++. Herman Bing 

Kid Mulligan vend sah eme Warren Hymer 

Asst, Hotel Manager .Franklin Pangborn 

Acsistant Hotel Manager.. 


.. Armand Cortes 


Floorwalker......ccceecs o« ..Rolfe Sedan 
YP rofe or Vreanzeff....... Lawrence Grant 
Monsieur P n  eaheuee se ee Lione Pane 
Clerk. . ; ‘ceogeeees Tvler Rrooke 
Tincle AMnG@re..:.accctes ‘ Tom Ricketts 
1 e kKernandel Bark e Borlanag 
Mor I e la ¢ Charles Halton 


Claudette Colbert and Gary Coo- 
per will have to carry ‘Bluebeard’s 
Eighih Wife’ over the hurdles. Par’s 


dalker remake of the Alfred Savoir 
farce, a thin piece basically, isn’t 
given much more heft under the 


Lubitsch touch or with the celluloid 
irimmings. It’s a light and some- 
iimes bright entertainment, but gets 
a bit tiresome, despite its compara- 
tively moderaie running time of 85 
minutes, 

Once the premise is established 
fhat Miss Colbert wants to deifiate 
ihe multi-millionaire Cooper, who 
buvs his wives—seven of ‘em prior to 
her—as he buys a fancy motor car, 
making pre-marriage  setilemenis 
with them, etc., it then becomes an 
always obvious farce. 

Atmosphere is rich and Frenchy, 
which is cinematically advantageous. 
Ji siarts on the Riviera anc wanders 
over the Europvean map, focusing 
finally in Paris. The Brackett-Wilder 
scripting is ofttimes bright dialogic- 
ally, but illogic and fragile dramatic- 
ally. 

Stars monopolize the proceedings, 
but even Miss Colbert’s charm and 
Cooper’s masculine appeal can't off- 
set the general thinness of the struc- 
ture. E,. E. Horton 
of a bit as her father and the rest 
are casual. David Niven has a mild 
opportunity and Herman Bing, with 
his characteristic style, is another 


attract 


is more or less | 


who makes his rather light chore | 


etand up. 

Lubitsch’s direction is little more 
than adequate, basically handicapped 
by the generally thin structure. The 
rest of the technic is high-grade, but 
undistinguished. Abel. 





JOY OF LIVING 


(WITH SONGS) 
RKO-Radio release of Felix Young pro- 
Guction. Siars Irene Dunne and Doug as 
Fairbanks, Jr.; features Alice Brady, Guy 
Kibbee, Jean Dixon, Eric Blore, Lucille 
Ball, Warren Hymer. Directe! by ‘Tay 
Garnett. Music by Jerome Kern; lyrics b 


Dorothy Fields. Screenplay by Gene 
‘towne, Graham Baker and Allan Scoit: 
Griginal story by Dorothy and Herbert 


Fields; musical director, Frank ‘Tours; ar- 
rangements, tussell Bennett; camera, 
Josep Walker; special effects, Vernon 


Walker: art, Van Nest Poglasse and Car- 
roll Clark; editor, Jack Hively; asst. di- 
rector, Kenneth Holmes, Previewed in 
Projection Room, N. Y., March 21, ‘88. 
tunning time, 90 mins, 


err reer re ....Irene Dunne 
Ct re evécece »»».-Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Minerva....... PTYTYELrr re e+ees-Alice Brady 


|) 
SPASTIOORS 66600800 
POCO ccdrcceesccecrscccccsscaces ee Blore 
Salina rrr ..Luecille Ball 
i eee soecccccevceeees Warren Hymer 
Cate OWE. .ccccocccocsccssessdilly Gilbert 
WO. PING. sc ccccccccccccssciss Gene Met 
Ae a SP eee ee 
setsy Pine...... 


eee eet tonee 


eeeee-Guy Kibbee 
eoeee- Jean Dixon 


seen eneee 


eee ee eee ee 2 


..-Estelle Steiner 


see eens 


i Eee eT ree seeeee-++Phyllis Kennedy 
Orchestra Leader.......Franklin Pangborn 
| Ae rer seveeceveeeeeesesedames Burke 
SPIN s 6 344b564:569:000064508452 John Qualen 


Magistrate............++..Spencer Charters 





Exhibitors will view with eager- 
ness the release of Irene Dunne’s 
Jatest film, ‘The Joy of Living,’ in the 
hope that its box office career will 
approach the highly successful com- 
edy, ‘The Awful Truth.’ Their antici- 

aiions will be only + rtly realized 
ecause the new film from RKO- 
Radio is bereft of sufficient novelty 
or comedy plot to sustain itself 
through an hour and a half of gags. 
Miss Dunne, her co-star, Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr., and a cast of fine 
players try valiantly, but their joy 
of living is somewhat limited. 

Film has the appearance of show- 
manship in the advantages which ac- 
crue to it from the groun of distin- 
guished writing and composing tal- 
ent that collaborated on_ story, 
screenscript and interpolated musical 
numbers. Important in the list is 
Jerome Kern, who composed four 
songs that have the benefit of Ivrics 
by Dorothy Fields 
presentation by Miss Dunne, who 
sings engaginely. Miss Fields and 
her brother, Herbert, authored the 
original story, which was adapted by 
Gene Towne, Graham Baker and 
Allan Scott. Felix Young is the ac- 
soc.ate producer and Tay Garneit is 
the director. 


The story they tell concerns a 
young woman stage star who has 
reached the top of her profession. 


and is cashing in as a ponular radio 
favorite to the tune of $10,000 week- 
ly, gross income. 
parasitic family, income tax parings 
and just plain extravagance. her net 
figure, carried over to line 22. under 
form G, is negligible. But there is 
no relief in sight, no chance to let 
down from the strain of constant en- 
gavements. She lives in a whirl of 
activity and strain under the lash 
@f false loyalty to her family. 


Fairbanks is a rich young man 


| 


} Iwurt 


FILM REVIEWS 
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| trom Boston, who views life as some- 
thing to be enjoyed and has the 


Lubitsch | means wherewith to fulfill his de- 


lsires. His acquaintance with Miss 
| Dunne starts when he rescues her 
from a milling mob of autograph 


intentions are mis- 
construed and he is arrested as an 
annoyer. Some fun is developed 
when the court appoints Miss Dunne 


| seekers, but his 


film is chiefly concerned with their 
adventures, in the course of which 
the couple make the rounds of night 
spots. get themselves hilarious from 
|drinking too much beer, try roller 
skating for diversion and wake up 


the following morning in Miss | 
Dunne’s house in circumstances | 
which might be interpreted as 


candalous : 
Shoricoming of the production 1s 
the lack of development of plot after 


the simple premise is once estab- 
lished. For what isn’t in the script 
Garnett has substituted gags and 
stunts which are prolonged until the 
last laugh is obtained from each. 
Ending is padded when it should 


have been speeded. 


Kern-Fields song numbers. are 
‘You Couldn't Be Cuter,’ ‘Just Let 
Me Look at You,’ ‘A Heavenly 
Party’ and ‘What's Good About 
Good-Night?’ They are melodious 


without in- 
of the 


spotted effectively 
farce tempo 


and 
terrupting the 
film. 
Supporting players have little to 
do. Alice Brady appears once more 
n character of a_ jitterv, 
brained matron and meddling moth- 
er: Guy Kibbee does a conventional 
tippler and Lucille Ball and Warren 
Hymer have scarcely more than bit 
varts. Eric Blore gets 
butler. Something quite good might 


have been made of Jean Dixon’s role | 


as the siar’s companion and adviser, 
but part 
a bit of common sense in a harum- 
scarem household. 
Film is first run quality and should 
business on the potency of 
cast names. Flin, 


HER JUNGLE LOVE 


(IN COLOR) 
(WITH SONGS) 


and 


Siar 


Paramount release of George M. Arthur 
production Stars Dorothy Lamour, Ray 
Milland: features Lynne Overman, J, Car- 
ol) Naish Dorothy Lowe, Directed by 
Gcorge Archainbaud, Screen play, Joseph 
Moncure March, Lillie -Hayward, Eddie 


Welch: based on story by Gerald Geraghty, 
Sicedmak:; camera, Ray Rennahan; 
art, Natalie Kalmus, Hans Dreier, Earl 
Hedrick: film editor, Hugh Bennett; music 





direction, Beris Morros:; songs, Frederick 
Hollander Ralph Freed: music, Gregory 
Stone Reviewed in Projection Room, 
N. Y., Mareh 21, °38. Running time, &1 
mins, 
WN thal noc don sh ae eae ane Dorothy Lamour 
BOD PEM... ccc ceveccceveces Ray Milland 
SIM Wallace. i222 scecess Lynne Overman 
Kuasa - baka are Sts Adee J. Carrol Naish 
Eleane MOTUS. 6 cccasanesaees Dorothy Howe 
Se Se POROUS cis scdovasadiend Jonathan Hale 
SOW RABIN s: 62s kcvcdcdacesed Archie Twitchell 
COA BVOCEG 60 cicekawves eas Edward Earle 
eg re ear Bill Caldwell 
ORIG Ccdcccivntaccsestesveredu Sonny Chorce 
PRO i oo och 666s scccsadnsosees Tony Urchel 
| ET Tee ee Tee eee te Te ceennee cw mee 
ee eee ee ee Pee re ere The Tiger Cub 


.+-Dorothy Steiner | 


To the pictorially resplendent ‘Her 
Jungle I.ove’ must go one of the sea- 
son’s accolades for excellence in pho- 
tography and technicolor. But that’s 
all. Somewhere along the line Para- 
mount has strayed and become lost 
in its cinematic jungle. 

Film is lavish, with splendid set- 
tings and a discriminuately chosen 


cast, but it’s all been a futile effort 
due to a weak story, only slightly 





and excellent | 


Burdened with a | 


varied from the type of a bygone era. 
However, along the route can be 
seen the fine directorial hand of 
George Archainbaud, and the splen- 
did photography of Ray Rennahan. 
Dorothy Lamour, once more cast as 
a South Seas beauty, and Ray Mil- 
Jand also try vaiiantly but unavail- 
ingly as the stars. 

The jungular vicissitudes, running 
from the tranquil, scenic eye-filler of 
,a setting sun to the shocking and 
| ghastly are tinglingly screened, but 
| they aren't particularly conducive to 
audience favor. The slithering croc- 
odiles and the brown-skinned sav- 
ages with their lust for blood are too 
startlingly realistic for comfort. 

Tale smacks of the news columns. 
An aviator has been forced down in 
the wilds and two comrades join in 
the search for him. They’re forced 
| down, one of whom, Milland, meets 
with Ms Lamour, fairest flower of 
the tropics. Eventually, and with 
amazing rapidity, she learns to speak 
| English to the comfort of Milland, 
| Lynne Overman, the former's part- 


; ner, and to the distaste of Jiggs and 
| Meewa. who are her chimpanzee and 
cub companions, respectively. 

Then, there’s a little of the west 


} 


versus east in the romantic angle. 
when Dorothy Howe, leader of a 
rescue party, loses Milland to Miss 


Lamour, who is ‘evealed as a white 
girl after all. Something about be- 

ing stolen from her parents while a 

babe. However, long before the de- 
nouement, one suspects that Miss 
| Lamour’s Malayan is slightly Ang- 
lican in tenor, 

rhe volcanic eruption scene has its 
measure of compensation, reasonably 
commensurate with recent film cata- 
clysms. Miss Lamour sings well. as 
usual, but songs and musie aren't 
| particularly distinctive. 

J. Carrol Naish, Overman and Miss 
Howe do what they can. And, oh 
yes Jiggs and Meey 1 should be fea- 
ured, 


as his probation officer, to whom he | 
must report twice weekly, and the | 


scatter- | 


laughs as a |'p 


contributes nothing except | 





| Miniature Reviews 





‘Bluebeard’s Eighth 
(Par). Lightweight 
with Claudette Colbert 
Gary Cooper. 

‘The Joy of Living’ (RKO). 
Irene Dunne and Douglas Fair- 
banks co-starred in fair farce 
with music by Jerome Kern. 

‘Her Junele Love’ (Par). 
Splendid color job, but there’s 
| little more. Dorothy Lamour 
and Ray Milland top cast. 

‘Tip-Off Girls’ (Par). Excel- 
lent G-man_ moeller. Nearly 
rates ‘A’ classification and play- 
ing time. 


Wife’. 
comedy 
and 


‘Bulldog Drummond's Peril’ 
(Par). About average for the 
series, Okay for the duals, with 
fair name draw. 

‘Ski Battalion’ (Amkino) 
One of the better Soviet pic- 
tures and will do correspond- 


ing biz. 











TIP-OFF GIRLS 


} Pars 


| Direction 


his mind on something else, he makes 


the part fairly plausible and gives 
‘the yarn some dramatic punch. John 
Howard is properly handsome and 
devil-may-care as Jrummond and 
appears to have sufficient acting 
stature to fill out a shallow part. 
Louise Campbell is a visual asset 
and intense enough as the heroine. 
Reginald Denny plays a Denny part 
'and Porter Hall also portrays his 
customary nefarious role. 

shows routine skill for 
a routine job. From first to last 
‘Bulldog Drummcnd’s Peril’ is mere- 
ly another Drummond iiem. It has 
all the characteristic weaknesses, but 
also all the everyday biz-guaraniees. 


Hobe. 

a . 
Making the Headlines 
Columbia production an release Stars 

Jack Holt, feature ever] Ki ert } 
Craig Reynolds Dire ed by Lewis l 
(oliins, Story and reenplay, He ‘ i a 
Green and Jefferson Parker ne 
James S. Brown, Jr.; edito lowig as 
well, At Kiva, Lincoln, dual, hunning 
time 66 mins 

Nagel ° . Secs s Jack Holt 
leane, P oon beverly Roberts 
Withers eee eenea C1 z Revnolds 
Muffin . er ...-eMarjorie Gateson 
Cl ¢ eee eos ...-Verothy Appleby 
BMAMUNE,. csccccvccceecves Gilbert Mmery 
BO ‘ rom WKennedys 
RETEST ER ES Ee Corbet Morris 
EEROGs case cue as sae nweewes Sheila Bromle 
MerDs osc roeRTerer cerry John Wray 
MGOhie. 6etceaseeans er Maurice Cass 
Hackett.. Fully Maz } 


mount release Harold Hurley pro- 
duction be lres Llovd Nolar Mary Car- 
lisle. J. Carrol Na hKioscoe Karns, Larry 
| Crabbe Directed | Louis King. Story 
fand adaptation Maxwell Shane Rovert 
| Yost and Stuart Anthonys editor, Elis- 
| worth Hoagland; photography, Pheodor 
| Sparkuhl Reviewe n Projection Room 
iN Zee h 1s Ss Run & time 61 
| | ind I nN n 
i i ! Maul 4 ! le 
Ij seph Valkus . I. Carrol Naish 
on I rdue Harve tephens 
L¢ » Lora es é ° eee LOSCHE Karns | 
i Red Deegan..... ; Larry Crabbe 
Marty Anthony Quinn 
Scotty ‘ y Benny B er 
Biacky ee Barlowe borland 


| Here’s a ‘B’ that top. in its class, 
being near to ‘A’ rating in produc- 
}tion value, and has all the earmarks 
of a money-makcr. Though melo- 
| drama of a familiar brand, it is so 
well done that it has a freshness of 


appeal. 
The picture bristles with action, 
| tensity and suspense, with a story 


{job by a trio of wriiers that deeply 
!impresses. The original by Maxwell 
|Shane, Robert Yost and Stuart An- 
}thony is anything but new, but the 
treatment counts heavily on the en- 
tertainment side. Producer Harold 
| Hurley rounded up a very good cast, 
; though not an expensive one, and to 


the performances of the compara- 
tively small group is accredited 


much of the success of the meller. 
A lot of the rest goes to the capable 
direction by Louis King. Outstand- 
ing work is contributed by Lloyd 
Nolan, as a G-man, and J. Carroll 
Naish, a racketeer with a Greek ac- 
cent. -Roscoe Karns is with Nolan 
again. They were together as cop- 
pers in a recent release, and make a 
good team. Mary Carlisle, Crabbe 
'and Stephens are also abo e average. 

Title is taken from the fact that 
girls are used to get tin: on ship- 
ments of merchandise as well as for 
decoy purposes in effecting the hi- 
jacking. Evelyn Brent, ideal for the 
part, figures prominently in ithe 
action and does very well. 

The editing ty Ellsworth Hoag- 
land, keeping the picture to a run- 
ninz time of only 61 minutes, leaves 
nothing to be desired. Char. 


DRUMMOND’S PERIL 


Fea- 
Howard, 





Paramount production and release. 
tures Jchn Barrymore, John 
Louise Campbell, Reginald Denny, Direct- 
ed by James Hogan. Screenplay, Stuart 
Palmer; based on story by H. «. (‘Sapper’) 
MecNeile; camera, Harry Fishbeck: editor, 
Ed Dmvytrvk. At Criterion, N. Y.. week 
March 17, ‘38, dual bil. Running time, 66 
mins. 


Ce CS os oe ee eee John Barrymore 
DPFUMIMONG. ...2.ccccscseccess d0KN Howard 
Phyilia Clavering...ccceocscs jouise Campbell 
ASEY TONE Worth, .cciccscece Reginald Denny 
Tenny . ceesdieeveseacee 5. E. Clive 
Dr. Botulian. sesceoescsborter Hall 
j; Aunt Blanche. .Elizabeih Patterson 
Gwen Longworth... «ee N¥dia Wertman 
Anthony Gree; ‘ -«-+-Michael Brooke 
Prof. Bernard Coodinan... Halliwell Ho bes 


Sir Raymond Blantyre....Matthew Roulton 


PEO. “WOOVOME Sic é.cckcaccwacos Zeffie Tilbury 
Constable McThane......ccccce David Clyde 
COMMADIO Back? cc ccctcccoesaes Clyde Cook 
Roberts. ia -..Austin Fairman 
ee re en Gregory Gaye 
ep ee ee Pat NX. Kerry 
PP OORUOT, «5 640 ids 080000088 Dave Thurshy 
i .Torben Meyer 


Latest in Paramount's bread-and- 
butter series is out .£ the same mold 
—no better, no worse. Which means 
it’s a reasonably absorbing, reason- 
ably amusing, reasonably successful 
whodunit that should hold up its 
modest end of the duals. No real 
preblem to the exhib in this one, 
since the Drummond evecle is so well 





established. Also, ‘Peril’ is pbol- 
stered by fairly good marquee 
strength for a B pic. 

Yarn as usual has Capt. Drum- 


mond playing the dashing defender 
of fair womanhood, the debonair 
pursuer of sinister criminals and the 
quixotic trouble-maker for good old 
Segiland Yard. This time he’s all 
set to be married, the guests and 
presents are on disnlav when a de- 
tective’s murder ignites the cus- 
tomary seven-reel cops and robbers 
chase Point of the 
secret formula for the manufacture 
of synthetic gems and the efforis of 
a diamond merchant to make off 
with the fake -tones and destroy the 
formula. Naturally the culprits are 
caught and Drummond is in a clinch 
with the gal at the fadeout. 

John Barrymore plays the Scot- 
'land Yard operative with his usual 
,offhand skill. Although he some- 
times gives the impression of having 











Lesser of the recent Jack Holt 
films, ‘Making the Headlines’ is a 
quite uninteresting hodge-podge of 
murder and mysiery, which pre- 

nied in too dallying a manner to 
catch on. By its brevity it can fit in 
with a dual program okay, if the 
other film is carrying the weight. 

It’s about a newsmaking alliance 
between Jack Holt, a gang busting 
cop, and Craig Reynolds, a reporter, 
which blows up in their faces as 
Holt’s superior gets huffy about all 
the publicity his underling is get- 
ting. Holt gets transferred to a 
cuiet district, where he frets himself 
into a dual murder and starts on the 
merry-go-round again. Murders 
come out of ‘he vain search of a 
near-screwyv family, all disinherited 
save Beverly Roberts at the reading 
of a will, f - the hiding place of the 
money. 

Pic is fairly obvious in its attempt 
to pull suspicion away from _ the 
guilty narties, and it isrt hard to 
guess the next move at any time. 
Holt’s performance doesn’t waver up 
or down from his level. but both 
Reynolds and Miss Roberts have 
been in better handled and possibili- 
tied parts before. 

Supporting bests are Gilbert 
Emery, John Wray (the guilty guy) 
and Marjorie Gateson. 

Film is of the short-budgeted va- 
and shows no studied effort 


riety, 


lapplied either on the directorial or 








matter is a} 


j usually limited in this field. 


A so-so flick, nothing 


editing side. 
Barn. 


more, 


STAR OF THE CIRCUS 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, March 15. 


Acsocilated British Picture production and 


release, Stars Otto Kruger, Gertrude 
Michael; features John Clements, Gene 
Sheldon, Directed by Albert de Courville. 


Screen play, Elizabeth Meehan, from novel, 
‘December with Truxa.’ Camera, Claude 
Friese-Greene, At Cambridge, London, 
Running time, 75 mins, 

Vester... .cccccscceses eo----Gertrude Michael 
Garvin...ceces eocccccccccccce. Utto Kruger 
Paul Houston. ..c.ccccccceee-Julin Clements 
TUBA. cccceces ccocdosvvccecces FAtFIiCN9 Barr 
Hilde. ccccccccccces eocceccese Marhbara Blair 
POTEIB. cocccccccesecccresccece Gene Sheldon 


Another triangle circus story, only 
this time it isn’t concerned with the 
jealous lion-tamer trying to remove 
his rival, but an illusionist bent on 
the same plan. Just so-so for loeal 
consumption and, despite two Holly- 
vood names, barely that for the 
overseas market. 

Otto Kruger does little except look 
sinister and moody in 
role. As the Great Garvin he has 
loved Yester, a dancer, and accem- 
plished his rival’s downfall by jug- 


gling his mirrors used from above in | 
his act, c.iusing the boy to crash 


from his high wire. 

Gertrude Michael is just adequate 
as the dancer, with an attempt at a 
foreign accent and a slighly Garbo- 
ish mien. She had been in love with 
Truxa, who had vanished after his 
sensational fall in New York. When 
all three are on the same bill in 
Vienna, she tackles Truxa as being 
an impostor, and he explains he was 
a small time wire-walker and was 


offered passport and contracts by the | 


real one who wanted to fade out. 
When it is obvious the girl is at- 
tracted by the boy, the relentless 
Garvin plans to dispose of him as he 
did the original and is only frustrated 


by the appearance of Truxa himeelf. | 


Having saved his impersonator. and 
realizing the girl has transferred her 
affections, he does a manly fadeout. 
with the villain laid out falling from 
aloft. 

Gene Sheldon almost steals the 
picture as the shy, elfin stage-man- 
uger and, despiie the absence of his 
vaudeville makeup, many of his 
quaint facial expressions and man- 
nerisms register and his whole screen 
personality is more than pleasing. 

Circus yarns are not generally 


| popular, and however imvroved this 


one might be, fact remains scope is 
Gen- 
erally good production, effective 
‘local atmosphere’ and painstaking 
detail. but Otto Kruser might have 
been better employed while en this 
side. Clem, 


the villain’s | 


MERLUSSE 


(FRENCH MADE) 


French Motion Pictures release of John 


Tapernoux and Oliver Levy production, 
Stars Henrl Poupen. Directed and sereene 
play by Marcel Pagnol; camera, Albert 
Assouad Reviewed at Continental, N. yY., 
week March 16, ‘38, Running time, 65 
mins, 
MPOPTIISBO, 6 655.50 000 de aes eae ..Henri Pounon 
ie SERCO. 6:465006560600006006004h00805 tellys 
| Principsl. ccscees Peweosereces Andre -ollack 
PROCTOR i 6s 006040 bebeen bate’ Thomeray 
CHARMOGNG « 6 00 0:0060606466066 06000 0% F. Bruno 
CAOGOLG yo o6 500 00506060804008.0 0 ORE Chas 
Y SSOMOMEOUS . 6040480000666 Le Petit Joeaues 
aa) ar “<a John Dubhrouw 
ONE oi ak ie ee .Le-Van-Kim 
POOBUUOS 4.6056 940006 06 tes .- Rellva, Jr. 
PEOLIMRE 6064604604660 be hd-05 eRe Jean Inclesakis 


(Ta French, with English Titles) 

Marcel Pagnol, who scored such 
success in several languages with 
‘Topaze,’ has written in this film an- 
story life 
the titular character. 


other of schoolhouse with 

teacher But 
‘Merlusse’ is no “Topazc’—neither the 
man nor the varn, 

Where ‘Topaze’ blazed with subtle 
most relished satire, ‘Merlusse’ 

with sentimentality. 
ter-drawing ‘of a very clever and il- 
sort is about all that 
holds this one together. Story is too 
thin for the 65 minutes the picture 
consumes. 

Arty production and direction, plus 


ihe very 


and 
drips Charac- 


luminating 


good acting of all con- 
will bring it to the attention 
of the U. S. 


films, 


cerned, 


audience for French- 


fashioned That audience is 


arty in its tastes.- Shauld do good 
biz in regular channels for French 
releases in America, but that will exe 


haust the picture’s possibilities. 


Siarred, Henri Poupon (who cre- 
ated in Paris the role of ‘Topaze’) 
plays an ugly, one-eyed, shaggy 
bearded school teacher in a small 
boys’ boarding institution. Unpopu- 
lar with both studes and fellow 
profs, he’s referred to by the film’s 
title. which in translation literally 
means ‘codfish.” (American school- 
i bovs would be more imaginative in 


j}nicknaming a disliked teacher.) 

Action takes place over a Christ- 
mas eve, when about a score of the 
boys have to stay at the school since 
they've either no parents or indiffer- 
ent ones, 

Job of keeping the lads penned up 
is sloughed off on ‘Merlusse,’ which 
adds to the boys’ unhappiness. He’s 
made the butt of schovlboy practical 


pranks through the afternoon and 
during dinner. After they're abed 
he places a personal Yule gift on 


each bed. Lads awake and are made 
happy: they reciprocate by giving 
teacher their most valued posses- 
sions, 

Final footage shows 
cipal and proctor realizing the old- 
ster has a fineness beneath his re- 
pellent exterior they’ve never noted 


school prin- 


before. And the boys realize 
teacher’s stern attitude and sharp 
voice is to train them. 

Poupon gives a quietly effective 


| performance that is devoid of hist 
lonie fireworks, but smartly ton 
naturalness. All the boys are geo 
adult roles aside from the lee co 
minor. 

Direction offers nothing scern.:- 
jally, and the pie would have more 
|}eve appeal if less drab. Camera not 
|good generally, and downright poor 
during several sequences. English 
titles could have been humored up to 
|heln a film which had little of such 
| Quality. Bert. 


{ —— —_— 


MARIKA 


(HUNGARIAN MADE) 
Budapest, March 14. 
Bedupest Films production and releare 
| TDhirected by Vietor Gertier. Adapted oF 
; Armand Szanto and Michael Szecsen from 


lplay by Istvan Zagon; nroduced Ly Janis 
Smolka; music, Joseph Rado, 

MITER 6 5 60s 00:5 665-0804066¢6:05 ...Lla Szepee 
The Author. ccccvccesscccccseces Paul Javor 
The Women. s<c<ecse ecececcees Zita Perezel 
The ACTORS, ..s00cscceeeeess seem Beothy 
The ActOLr.icecse soeansseeeecd joseph Juhasz 
Lia. Carrer rrret rere? Tie Zoltan Hosszu 
PE 6 6 o:0X440-4e6tiauteeeeeel Apna Zoldhelyi 


(In Hungarian) 
Too much blowing of trumpets 
|hasn’t done ‘Marika’ any good. 
|Charming and unpretentious stage 
| play in which, years ago, Francisca 
|Gaal scored a great hit, Budapest 
| Films expected similar results on 


the screen for their pet starlet, Lia 
Szepes. It worked out the wrong 
way, however. ‘Marika’ is dull and 
slow, and Miss Szepes, though she 
is certainly charming and may yet 
co better, is for the moment uiterly 
uninteresting. 

She is an innocent child of nature. 
Daughter of a gamekeeper, growing 
up in the seclusion of a forest. So- 
phisticated author meets her and is 
captivated by the little girl and edu- 
cates her according to his own ideas. 
By the time she is grown up, he duly 
| falls in love with her. 

Trying to retain the simple charm 
of the story, which entirely depends 
upon the personality of the half- 
child, half-woman Marika, the scen- 
arists have adhered too rigidly to the 
stare play, with the result that the 
audience all but goes to sleep. 

Lia Szepes is said to be under a 
Metro contract, preparatory to which 
she is learning English. In Holly- 


| wood hands, she may make good, but 
| efter a spectacular stage start last 
| year, she has not done much yet to 
Jacobi. 


iprove it. 
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Where the West Begins 


(WITH SONGS) 

Monogram production and releas2 
Sack Randall; features Fuzzy 
Iuana Walters. 
Gowan. Story and 
Roverts and Cennero 
Greenhalgh; songs, ( 
Lange, Fred Stryker; 
At Liberty, Lincoln, 
Sa mins. 





Stars 
Knight, 
screenplay 
Rea; 
minnie 
ecitor, 
dual. 


. Stantey 
camera Jack 
l.ee, Johnny 
(Carl Pierson, 

Running time, 


195 





FILM REVIEWS 





the screen, partly because it lacks 
action and partly becaus2, except for 
Rozsehgyi, who triumphed then as 
nu Win the name part, most of the 


Sane tar 3. Toe jcast is misfit. 


Ladanyi is a lovable, jovial coun- 
try squire whose joy in life is to 


;smoke his pipe and to entertain his 


guests. When his lavish hospitality 
has ruined him and done way with 
his estate, he can't be made to fit 
into any normal money-making pro- 
fession. His wife and serious, mod- 


|ern daughter start a boarding house, 
which is turned into a gold mine by | 


EPP COT TTL TUCT eT TTT Jack Randall 
BUSBY oc cccccccocccceve eececes Fuzzy Knight | 
LYNNE... cece ecooccceccocscoeetsuana Walters 
Beano..... eoccoccccvccees Arthur Housman 
NOTIN 6 4.6 6.0650 964060046008 0d 088% Bud Kuster 
BMLISF c cccccecoececccsesescvceses ix Guard 
PIMENOES 2 ccvccceecees tichard Alexander 
Vo err rr ire errr re ee Ralph Peters 
po. PSS ore ree eee a ek Pe ee Joe Garcia 


Worst thing about the Jack Randall 
Mono series is that they insist on him 
singing, and he spoils a classic-lined 
physog by terrific mugging during 
his melodies. Otherwise the west- 
erns are okay, and he’s a fancy-pants 


from the sagebrush with a Gary 
Cooper chassis and a Robert Tay- 
lor map. 

He’s put farther off base by being 
surrounded by that expert piano 


handler and chatterer, Fuzzy Knight, 
and a sextet of music boys, the Bar- 
B Cowboys. Latter only get one 
chance each to shine, but figure bel- 
ter by comparison in each instance. 
Yarn is about a femme rancher, 
Luana Walters, who wants to peddle 


her property and go east for a try at, 


the stage. Very good offer for the 
Jand from Dick Alexander arouses 
her foreman’s (Randall) susp.cions 
and he finds almost too late that 
there’s a sulphur deposit 

Randall plays the straightaway | 
stuff all right, and in view of the 
vehicle, his work, as well as Luana 
Walters, a cute number, is good. 
Dick Alexander is a conniver. but 


of the plodding rather than the usual 
snake-in-the-weeds type ised in 
westerns. Comedy is placed at the 
disposal of Fuzzy Knight, who doesn’t 
do bad. Arthur Housman delivers 
his standard drunk act for the only 
other laugh bit. 

Best song in the flick is 
Prairie Heaven,’ wh was written, 
along with ‘That’s My Idea of Fun’ 
and ‘Sleep, Little Cowboy, Sleen’ by 
Connie Lee. Other number, ‘Born 
to the Range’ was penned by Johnny 
Lange and Fred Stryker. All of 
them, save ‘Sleep,’ are done alone by 
Randall, but the lullaby is backed by 
the Bar B boys. Barn, 


BERGSLAGSF OLK 


(‘People of Bergslagen’) 
(SWEDISH MADE) 


‘I'm in 


Scandinavian Talking Pictures, In-., re- 
lease of Europa production. Directer by 
Gunnar Olsson. Story by Waldemar Ham- 
menbog and Solve Cederstrand; music, Hild- 
ing Rosenberg. At Cinema de Paris. N. Y., 
week March 11, '°8. Running time, 80 ming 
Capt. Lovenskiold....... .»- Hugo Biorne 
Mrs. Lovenskiold.. : Gerda Biorns 
Karin Lovenskiold Karin Fikelund 


Mr. Lunding, an engineer. Arnold Sjostrand 
Hert! Aierman.. cccecse Sten J.inderen 
"he Mining Foreman.......-Hariwig Fock 
Persson, the farimmer.......-Hijialmar Peters 
Tee POPMNANG...ccccosece Frithto?f Hjarnea 
The Servant Girl.......... ingrid I.uterkort 
Johanna........ sasancecc ume. DOGee 


(In Swedish, weth English Titles) 
Despite a hackneyed plot, this a 
pretty good Svensk picture, in na- 
tive dialog but with explanatory 


|it will do so » 


old Ladanyi, who smokes his pipe 
and entertains in the old lavish way, 


thus giving the house its distinctive | 


note of a country mansion, which 
guests fail for even if they have to 
pay for it. Of course, there is also 
some love interest centering around 
the daughter. 

It’s the sort of story that wouldn’t 
do badly in an Old South setting. In 
this modern garb, the effect is rather 
old-fashioned and naive, even here 
Once more the women fall short of 
expectation. Ida Turay smirks and 
is affected, failing to produce the im- 
pression of an up-to-date girl who 
looks after her parents. Vilma Go- 
mori is as dull as ditchwater. Jucobi 


RATSEL UM BEATE 


(‘Beate’s Mystery’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Beriin, March 12. 


Cinema-Allianz release of Markische-Pano- 
ma-Schr ler production Features Lil 
Dagover, Albrecht Schoenhals From play 
Alfred Moller and Hanz Lorenz: adapted 
Walter Wassermann and C. H. Diller; 
imera, ¢ r Schnirch At Gloria Palast, 

T n 
Beate Kaiserling 5 a Lid Darover 
Dr. Normann Albrecht Schonhals 
Ursnla v. Pottkamp i Sabine Peters 
A. v. Pottkamp ..Walter Steinbeck 
Consul Dieckhoff ...Fritz Odemar 
Kiimar Dieckhoff ..Erich Fiedler 
Aunt Mary “% Juiia Serda 
Dr. Tiborius ag ..Fernst Waldow 
Miss von Hasse......ee. Mrika v. Thellmann 
Angeust Deinhard Hans Leibelt 
Director Koch ..Werner Schott 
REMI 24 544-408 e Oke CES .. Otto Werniclhe 
Heir i ee -Wilhelm Konig 
Mrieda ; ‘ IKkate Haack 
ROLOORE. .2c00 653 ee ae Ingeborg v Ki neserow 
BOTOE b6k0000ces -».-Mrik Ode 

(In German) 


SKI BATTALION 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 
Amkino release of Lenfilm production. 
Directed by R. and Y. Muzikant Screen- 


play by G sh and R. and Y. Muzikant; 
amera, V. Velichko. At Cameo, N. Y., 
2ek «March 2 38 Running time, To 
mins 
Toivo Antikainen........- -.--Otto Zhakov 
MeeGvdsss Laka eieb eee wenn eee Chuvelev 
WROD. 64.600 exi re auwes ee Pe Selianir 
Plies osu ciweateesaressesiccas Aleinikov 
PRNIIUOM Gade eangseteaess eis cuws P Kirillov 
(2 Seer errr rer errr 
3 Serr reer errr re ttre rere k Volkov 
Ole WOGGRicseccccsensaceseed 4A. Kartashova 
(In Russian; with English Titles) 
Dating all the way back to ‘Potem- 
| kin,’ best Russian films have been 
those dealing with phases of the 


military campaigns with which the 
bolshevists wrested the country from 
the White Russians and other coun- 
tries which wanted slices of the land 
after the Czarist regime broke up. 
Just about all the angles have 
been worked by now, and the yarn 
in ‘Ski Battalion’ presents a rather 
obscure phase. Last fighting the | 
Red Army engaged in in defending 
the Soviet borders was in Karelia | 
province, just below the Arctic rim. | 


The Finns in 1921 had some sol-| 
| diers taking over the area. In de- 
fense the  bolshevists sent some 


| On 


Class program picture which will 


clean up the bigger cities, but if 
drawing at all in the rural districts 
Lil Dagover's name. 


| ‘Beate’ is the best vehicle given this 
| seasoned star in a long time. Treat- 
|ment is a definite improvement on 


ithe legit 


which Dorothea 
starred last winter. 


play, in 


Wieck was 


| Screen adaptors have spared no ef- 
|fort in the transcription, have added 


lover 


a well-sustained preamble to 
original first act and have glossed 
several confusing puckers. 
Light give-and-take dialog makes the 
film a particularly neat product and 
a great relief from the ponderous 
dramatic spouting characteristic of 
0 many German pictures. Story is 
a drama of small town scandal, 
Johannes meyer has done a com- 
mendable job on the directing end. 


| Beyond Lil Dagover's noticeable im- 


|provement there is 


also an evident 


leasing of the stilted Albrecht Schoen- 
|hals and the intense, but gifted, Sa- 


English titles which are a help, al- | 


though some are too literal. It’s the 
storv of the promoter who beat the 
farmers and nearly runs off with the 
town's beaut, but honesty finally 
triumphs. On the American angles, 
there is nothing unique about it. It’s 
okay arty material. 

Karin Ekelund is the femme lead. 
She's a charmer. All in all, the play- 


ing is superior to the story. The 
camera stuff is nice and clear. And | 
it has a laugh or two. 

Opposite Miss Ekelund is Sten 


Lindgren, who fits well in the role of 
the serious, level-headed young gen- 
tleman farmer who, alone among the 
townsmen, fails to fall for the sucker 
stuff. He finally unwinds things for 
his neighbors, too, and wins back 


bine Peters has been 
permissible bounds. 


kept within 


| ing, 


roops which were mainly made up 
of Finnish men who had scrammed 
their homeland and gone collectivist 
alon2 with Lenin’s movement 

‘Ski Battalion’ is a pretty straight- 
forward story of a regiment of Reds 
who marched after the Finns and 
regained the rich-in-timber Karelia 
There is no romance. Drama is 
themed from the sufferings and 
fighting of the men. Usual Russian 
touch of treating the opposition in 
terms of scorn is applied, 
course it is a natural weakness. 
that’s part of the propagands. 
into all Soviet films for the 
country consumption. 

For the U. S., biz will be done in 
arties where Russe celluloiders go. 
the strength of excellent pho- 
tography, fine direction and very 
good acting—plus a stirring story— 
film has many merits which will be 
word-o’-mouthed to b.o. results. 

A regiment that marches and 
fights on skis is novel and interest- 


But 
fed 
intra- 


and since just about all the 
reelage is outdoors in snow-coated 


the | 


| hilly country, it’s interesting watch- 


ing. 

Otto Zhakov plays the lead in the 
role of the commander of the Red 
regiment; his work is o.k., save for 
occasional stiffness. As a bumbling 
soldier, I. Chuvelev doesn’t get much 
humor out of the part. Very good 
is P. Kirillov as an officer in the 
invading Finnish armed force. 


| Others have bits and are almost in- 


Few snips of | 


unnecessary footage would give the | 


picture an added impetus. Trask, 


LE PURITAIN 


(The Puritan’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, March 14. 


Tes Films Derby production and release. 





| out in the nabes, but there are plenty 


Stars Jean-Louis Barrault. Features Pierre ! 
Kresnay and Viviane Romance. Directed | 
yy Jeff Musso Story and dialogues by 
Liam O'Flaherty: camera, Curt Courant; 
|} music, Musso and Dalin. At the Colisee, 
Paris, Running time, 85 mings. 
Kerriter rrr re Jean-Louis rirrault 
Commissaire Lavan .Pierre Fresnay 
IOUT 6 6808 6b00006ssseeaees Viviane Romance 
EOP UNN 6 ied 5 44000 63000008008 Alla Donell 
Theresa’s aunt......cccece Ludmilla Vl’it ett 
lenar e de yu . , +s ewee Pemee 
Mansel na Rosita Montenerro 
Newspaper Editor Marcel Vallee 
QA giri.. Ce eseeves seeee AC A@nevieve ( 


the girl who nearly went off with | 


the scoundrel. Lindgren is a good 
figure and shows a nice, restrained 
acting style. 

There are some fetching back- 
grounds of Swedish countryside, well 
cameraed. But many of the situa- 
tions in the drama are overdrawn 
and long, and there are far too many 
closeup shots, some of which are un- 
necessarily prolonged. Otherwise the 
direction is high calibre stuff. 

Arnold Sjostrand is the promoter, 
and he goes a little melo, at times, 
but in the main satisfies. Hugo 
Bjorne, as Miss Ekelund’s dad, and 


Hjalmar Peters, in a farmer role, 
give equally apt performances, as 
does Frithiof Bjarne, the shrewd 
farmhand. Shan, 


Te Csak Pipalj, Ladanyi 


(‘Smoke Your Pipe, Ladanyi’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 
Budapest. March 13 
Rez Film production and. rele 
rected by Martin Ixcleti Adapiet iv a 


. ’ 
a « 


Indig from play by Kalman seath imu- 
sic, Tibor Polear 

Iadanyi. - Kalman Rozsehe: 
Mrs. Ladanyi... Vilma tio 
Katica, their daughter bia Vuoray 
Imre Aron....... , 1 ELL saN 
Joska Vince er i mh oT 

Mrs. Tams«s —" Piro a Vaazar 
Mra, Darazs — v Ww 


Dr. Darazs 
Manservant 


(In Hungarians 
Popular hit of son 
ago doesn’t look nearly 33 


ct age 


12 Y43rs 


ZvJ yn 


‘ ban “Mads Berry 
Dr. O'Leary .....Alexandre Rigrault 
panerman Callahan..Georges Flameant 


Iritz-Patrick. Maurice Maillot 

Lawver. cone . rrr Jean Tissier 

SOUCEMER.cecess sobeneseve -ees Pitouto 
(In French) 

Gripping entertainment is con- 


tained in this psycholo ical study of 
a morbid youth with a fanatical per- 
secution complex. I: a fit of insane 
jealousy he murders a woman with 
whom he is infatuated, then rational- 
izes himself into the belief his deed 
was inspired by a desire for ‘justice.’ 
He borrows money from his par- 
*nts and goes into the slums to drink 
and explain his motives to anyone 
who will listen As he’: babbling to 
1 trollon who covets his money. he 
arrested and dracered off to jail, still 


nrotesting that the world will yme 
da- understand anu appreciete h 
de 4] of au tice’ 

As the de' sctive who tracks d wn 
the criminal. Pierre Fresnay does 
10t seem the tvve who would usualls 
he east for such a part, ' ut he plas 
leftly. As the requisitive girl, 
Viviane Romance turns in anothe 
fine performence that recalls her 
vork in ‘Nanles au Baiser du Feu 
sne get everyth ng po ible yuit if 

> nart. As the mentally twisted 
Puritan, Jean-Louis Barrault. finds 
*xtensive rarve for hi mnvincing 
motional no 

‘Te Pin yin’ on ¢ ntional film 
hat will p i i Fra ind ™mav ’ 
-Jsewhere fuga 


| chief occupations is smuggling goods 


| who married an 


distinguishable. 
Direction is 

consideration 

often 


grand, 
what 
forget — that 


taking into 
the Russians 
entertainment 


must be paramount and the propa- | 


ganda-sowing second in importance. 
Camera, splendid. Pan shots of the 
soldiers skiing down mountain-sides, 
and closeups of the fighting and up- 
hill trudging are all swell. Bert. 


RAMUNTCHO 


(‘Raymond’) 
(WITH SONGS) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, March 12. 


Rellsations d'Art Cinematographiqus re- 


lease of an F.C... production. Features 
Louis Jonvet, Panl Cambo, Francotse Roaay 
ind Madeleine Ozeray. Directed by Rene 
Rarberis. Story, Pierre Loti; screenplay, 
Mimile Allard and Farberis; music, von 
Hoorebeke: camera, Toporkoff At Cinema 
Normandie, Paris. Running time, 90 mins. 


Cast: Louis Jouvet, Paul Cambo, 
vise Rosay, Madeleine Ozeray, 
aeqaes) Frwin, Nino 
i 


xwhard, emerson 


Fran 
Line Noro, 
Constantini, Gentn, 


(In French) 


There is little in this one but heart | 


tugs, 


entirely too many of them. It 
would be okay in the U. S. for duals 


of them at home. It will have little 


trouble here, however, as it has a 
food name draw and the fact the 
story is taken from a Pierre Loti 


novel will help pave its way. 

Action takes place in the clannish 
Basque country, where one of the 
in from France. Francoise Rosay, 
outsider, returns to 
the country with her child, Ramunt- 
cho. She is never accepted again by 
the women of the community, but 
her boy, Paul Cambs, grows up to 
be the favorite of the chief of the 
mugglers, Lou Jouvet. Cambo 
falls in love with a Basque pirl, 
Madeleine Ozeray, but her mother 

wedding, al- 


refuses to think of a 
thouch hei mn and Cambo are pals 


Things get hot for Cambo and he 
forced to leave the country to 

| pn fro being arrested as a smugr- 
‘ler He decids to do h military 
rvice before the police have 
enouzh on him to prosecute. He 
leaves for the East. and his girl 
friend goes into a convent to keep 
from marryvin? her mother’s choice, 


a prlice lieutenont. 
to find h mother 


Cambo 


dving 


retirns 
and hi 

taken 
voV as a nun because their corre- 
nontence had been and 
he thoucht he had forgotten her 
vent Ta) it 1 ton 


ate. and starts to pack to %9 to South 


weetheart having already 
ntercented 


le y [ the con 


America. Mother Sunerior relea 
the wir) from her vow in time to 
catch him for a hannv endin , 


lowly with = scer 


1? j 


and of | 





| after scene of tear-provoking senti- 


|mentality. Yards of film are spent 


on long goodbyes and shots of the'| 


'two lovers staring at nothing dur- 
| ing their separation. Good clipping 
job would help things tmmensely. 
Scenery for the most part is good, 
imost of the action is outside, and 
| there are some nice landscapes. Two 
| Basque songs by the smugglers make 
|}a good break in the monotonous sen- 
|timental mush, but the rendering of 


Kriuchkov | them could have been improved. 


Paul Cambo has looks and does an 


work with. Madeleine Ozeroy is 
miscast. Although her work is com- 
petent enough, she is too young to 
put the necessary weight into heavy 
scenes, making them appear childish. 
Louis Jouvet has little or nothing to 
do, but does it with his usual per- 
fection. Francoise Rosay takes ad- 
vantage of having more to work with 
than anyone else, and turns in a 
bang-up performance. Hugo. 


Das Indische Grabmal 


(‘The Indian Tomb’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, March 1 
Eichberg film of Tobis Directed 
by Ric’ ard HKichberg. Script Ar } 


| 
[work's job with what he has to 


rial, 
Hans Klaer and Richard E erg alter 
Thea von Harbou's novel mii Harald 
Rohmelt; camera, Hans Schneeherger and 
| Ewald Daub At Ufa Palast am Zoo, Her 


j lin Running time, 07 mins 

| Maharadsha of FEshnapur.Frits van Dongen 
Prince Ramiganl........ Alexander Golling 
Pere 5 kc a's 6 6080 0% 0% Hans Stuwe 
IOBNO “DTOVERG6c6: i cecase iy y dar “n 
Ug it) Aer rheo Lingen 
I,otte Sperling patiwn G ala hiute 
= ish t Demi ioff ° Gu aN I> ex 
Indira (former Maharani) ‘ Ia Jana 
Sadhu ; sa ees ; laf Bach 


(In German) 

Quick figuring on the extraordi- 
nary successful start of the two Eich- 
berg super thrillers, ‘Tiger of Esh- 
napur’ and its sequel, “The Indian 
| Tomb,’ results in arriving at a $2,- 
500,000 return from Germany alone. 
This would shoot this twin product 


/up to the top of the list, outdistanc- 
ing even ‘Congress Dances,’ up to 
|now the biggest celluloid money- 


| maker in the Reich. 

Sequel to ‘Tiger,’ preemed two 
weeks ago, makes good almost every 
promise held out in the first part. 
Almost without a break, it picks up 
the half-finished threads and turbu- 
lently spins them around until the 
story gets completely knocked under 
by a succession of thrills and sensa- 
tions. Second a suspense begins to 
go limp, another one is stretched 
tautly across the screen. In that way 
the many inconsistencies of the ac- 
| tion, the mediocre dialog, the all too 
|evident ‘studio and home-made 
serts added to the original 
takes, the sundry unexplained slack 
ends at the finale and a number of 
|other deficiencies get lost in the 
| shuffle. 
| With nothing more asked of him in 
|the ‘Tiger’ than to look impressive, 
| 





the stone-faced Alexander Golling 
this time carries off acting honors. 
|He is forceful, tense and his hand- 
some villain should make a consider- 
able dent in the fan mail of the regal 


comer, who is hailed in some quar- 
ters as the Dutch Gary Cooper. Kitty 
Jantzen, the American girl, is less 
convincing under the stress of dan- 
ger in India than she was as the 
carefree girl in Europe. And it was 
evident from the first that La Jana. 
the gamby Maharani who starts off 
the chase by returning to her Paris 
lover, was chosen only for her shape. 
Scant humor was supplied by Gisela 
Schluter and Theo Lingen, with the 
best Jauth going to an elephant and 
a rattlesnake scene. 

Hans Schneeberger’s vivid Indian 
exteriors vie with the artistic shade 
and light nattern effects of Ewald 
Daub’s studio shots. Sound and ed- 
iting as well as costumes do their 
{share towards rounding out a two- 
serial spectacle thriller that 
centre snot in the German produc- 
tion which has long been vacant 





Trask, 
(‘Storm’) 
(FRENCH SIADE) 
Paris, March 14. 
Andre Ia n production and relense, 
Stars t‘hirles Rover, features Michele 
Morgan. Directed Mare Alles From 
play Hienry L Wein; screenplay Mar- 
Achord ind J rr camera, Vhirard 
ind = Toou ee A the Marignan, Lari 
cunnin n 85> om 
Andre [a md th 2 Rover 
I’rat Nin avd Aw Tor 
“y LB le ee ee ! la i 
( R Ml i 
lL, A ’ J Louis Ba au 
(In French) 
Because of the Boyer name, this 


pic is headed for good grosses here 
pul it tra ending would have to 
yc? cnan ‘ed f re American iu 1i- 
nce would swallow it ‘Orage’ 
twirls the triangle again for a di 
ferent viewpoint and stops on tl 
cket calling for heart tug and 
tears, Which is all to the French 
til 5 

Bover as a construction engine 

arried to a woma I, La 

vin, who adores him But he doc 

ot return the =  affecticn Young 
rot -in-law -rdds to the La- 

nm of his domest life by being 
madly in love with a girl who doe 
not return his admiration Whe 
Bover leaves his d tant nos? ) 

» Paris headquar ] 
rother 1-19 isk him to loo ” 

a ] Vichele Morvan. and see 


|group of state automobiles, 


in- | 
Indian | 


looking Frits van Dongen, a new- | 


fills a, 


what can be done. Boyer falls ia 
love with the girl himself. 

She does not kuow he is married. 
They go away together and stay a 
week at a country inn. Reconcilia- 
tion between husband and wife is 
tried and fails. But when Bover’s 
wife says she is to become a mothec 
the girl commits suicide. 

Adapted as it is from the Bern- 
stein play, ‘Le Venin’ (The 
Venom’), this-one could stand some 
cutting and shorieni... of several 
scenes to give faster movement. It 
depends on emotional plav for 
most part to hold interest, but ts al- 
lowed to lag in several places. 
Michele Morgan, cast for the first 
time in a top role, allows her inex- 
perience to show more than once, buf 


the 


for the sum total she is to be com- 
mended. Lisette Lanvin leaves the 
impression of lightness in a part 
that could have earried heavier 
w ‘tht behind it, while Robert Man- 
uel, of the Comedie-Francaise. ag 
the unhappy brother-in-law misses 
yn several occasions Jean-Louis 
Barrault, with a small part as one 
if the girl’s lovers, again interprets 
the actions of an unu 1! type wiih 
nterest. Lastly, some of the scenes 
and storv itself might get into the 
hair of the American censor, but 
these could be avoided without too 
much difficulty. Hugo. 





| Fair’s 50,000,000 | 





(Continued from page 1) 


isitors. Preview how will 
-levized, according to present plana 
of Radio Corp., being first time that 
mobile television units have been 
employed for such purpose in U.S 
bearing 
officials is to operats 
from Washington to fair site, going 
from Penn station via Long Island 
tracks to World’s Fair grounds. 
Then this world’s fair streamlinere 
will visit 91 cities throughout-c 
try. Similar train is planned to 
operate from Hollywood, carrying 
screen stars. 

Developing of additional interest 
in various states will be done via 
which 
will visit key cities in elaborate con- 
test tieup, after showing in celebra- 
tion, 

Fair executives will install tha 
Junior League Ball on the exposi- 
tion grounds as part of celebration 
and intend to make it an elaborate 
substitute for the Beaux Arts ball 
April 29. No Beaux Arts this year, 
hence the urge of fair officials to 
build up Junior League affair for 
preview show. 

Check this week revealed that an 
even dozen buildings had been com- 
pleted on the fair Flushing 
Meadows, and that eicht to 10 are 
nearing completion. Officially esti- 
mated that nearly 100 structures on 
the exposition site will be available 
for preview. Bulk of these will not 
have been finished but will be in 
some form of construction by the 
end of April. 


Consolidated-Edison building was 
dedicated last week. Du Pont Co. 


\ be 
+ 
te 


Svecial streamlined train 


Government 


uN. 


site, 


will start erection of its World of 
Chemistry building in next few 
weeks. 


Designation of May 21-27 week at 
fair as National Foreign Trade week 
will dovetail into preview festivi- 
ties. Pageant of world trade and 
international Bail are included in 
program. N. Y. Fair has been oper- 
ating a Paris office through which 
majority of European biz clears. 

Business regards the New York 
from long-range planning 
angle and has come through far be- 
yond expectations in the matter of 
exhibit taking. That was the opin- 
ion expressed by Grover Whalen, 
Fair has more than $1,000,000 in the 
treasury, far more than expected for 
pre-opening of the show. 

Announced this week that arrange- 
ments for approximately 151 floats in 
the preview parade had been defi- 
nitely set. Picture companies which 
have signified intention of having 
floats are Columbia Pictures, Loew’s, 
Inc., and Warner Radio Corp, 
of America also is to have one, as 


expo 


3ros. 


will the Casa Manana and Interna- 
tional Casino, 
STORY BUYS 
Hollywood, March 2? 

RKO purchased Bernard McCone 

le’ tory, ‘Border G-Men,’ for 
George O'Brien film. 

Provressive Picture purchased 
How to Be Funny Nationally, au- 
thored by Hugh Wedlock, Jr., and 
Howard Snyder. 

Louis Bromfield’s novel. ‘Then the 
Rains Came.’ bought by 20th-Fox at 


‘ported price of $52,000 
‘Courier de Paris,’ French novel by 
Fodor Laszlo, picked up by Metro. 


Vivien Bretherton’s short story, 
‘Oh. What a Tangled Web,’ which 
mmpeared in Cosmopolitan, sold t 


Vetro, 
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SHE’S ONE OF THE 
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TIP-OFF GIRLS | 
5 See the sensational inside workings of Amer 
ica’s newest, most daring big-time racket! 
% heats Tite pees “TIP-OFF GIRLS” om many Camime i 
LLOYD NOLAN - ROSCOE KARNE - A Poremeset Pictere 
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Typical advertisements in the Press Book com- 
paign on “TIP-OFF GIRLS,” Paramount's 


melodramatic expose of the new hijacking 
racket that uses beautiful girls as bait. 
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Here’s the tip-off on PARAMOUNT’S TIP-OFF GIRLS” 


Mi . e e ° 
It’s a sizzling hour of high explosive melodrama” 
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writes Motion Picture Herald. me | 





A thrilling expose of the new highway hijacking racket that's 
costing the country $36,000,000 a year ... a racket so highly 


organized and so ruthless that the Federal authorities have declared 


‘ $x 
Te ng . a 
Cee Rana aah Salad Se rasan neeas Canane eeekaleeks 6 be wala 


war to the finish on these modern land pirates and their beautiful 


girl decoys. Liquors, furs, cigarets, hosiery—valuable merchandise 











of all sorts—falls tribute to the hijacker whose prey is the nation’s : : 
transport industry that operates on 3,000,000 miles of paved road [ : 

from the Canadian border to the Gulf of Mexico. Paramount has | 

prepared an exciting Press Book campaign to help you SELL this : 

timely, surging melodrama of the highway. Take our tip and get 

behind ‘“TIP-OFF GIRLS.” It packs a terrific box-office wallop. 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For snformation of theatre and film exchange bookers, Variety presents a complete chart of feature releases of all the Amerscan distributing companies fo 
the current quarterly persod. Date of the reviews as given in VARIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 


COPYRIGHT, 1933, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL BIGHTS BESERVED 
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WEEK WHEN 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
RELEASE MINS. BY VARIETY 
1 21 38 SQUADRON OF HONOR Ralph Cohn Col Meller M. Russell-T. Hall C. C. Coleman 55 1/28 
MANNEQUIN Joe Manckiewics MGM Rom-Dr J. Crawford-S. Tracy Frank Borzage 33 12/2 
THRILL OF A LIFETIME Miss Fanchon Par Musical J. Canova-Yacht Club Boys G. Archainbaud 7123 11/10 
‘ MAMMA RUNS WILD Ralph Staub Kep Comedy M. Boland-E, Truex Ralph Staub 67 L/9 
CHARLIE CHAN AT MONTE CARLO John Stone 20th Mystery W. Oland-V. Field Eugene Forde 71 12/23 
BORDERTOWN (REISSUE) Robt. Lord WB Drama P. Muni-B. Davis Archie Mayo 89 1/29/35 
A STRANGE HONEYMOON Bryan Foy ws Drama B. Karloff-M. Wilson John Farrow 
1 28°38 PARADISE FOR THREE S. Zimbalist MGM Comedy F. Morgan-F. Rice-R. Young Eddie Buzzell 7 1/19 
PARTNERS OF PLAINS Harry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-Gwen Gaze Les Selander 70 2/18 
THE PURPLE VIGILANTES Sol C. Siegel Rep Western Three Mesquiteers George Sherman 38 2/2 
e THE OLD BARN DANCE Sol C. Siegel Rep Western Gene Autry-S. Burnette Joseph Kane 60 1/12 
HAPPY LANDING D. Hempstead 20th Musical S. Henie-D. Ameche toy Del Ruth 102 1/2¢ 
BLACK DOLL Irving Starr J Mystery N. Grey-D. Woods-E. Kennedy O. H. P. Garrett 60 2/9 
SWING YOUR LADY Sam Bischoff wB Comedy H. Bogart-L. Fazenda Ray Enright 72 1/26 
8 1/38 WIFE OF GENERAL LING John Stafford GB Drama G. Jones-A. Renn Ladislaus Vajda 7 2/23 
SPIRIT OF YOUTH Lew Golder GN Action Joe Louis-C. Muse-E. M. Harris Harry Fraser sé 1/5 
EVERYBODY SING Harry Rapf MGM Musical F. Brice-A. Jones-J. Garland EF. L. Marin 80 1/26 
WHERE WEST BEGINS Maurice Conn Mone Western J. Randall J. P. McGowan 36 3/23 
THE BUCCANEER C. B. de Mille Par Drama F. March-F. Gaal-A. Tamilroff C. B. de Mille 174 1/13 
DOUBLE DANGER Maury Cohen RKO Meller P. Foster-W. Bourne-D. Meek Lew Landers 62 2/16 
OUTSIDE OF PARADISE Harry Sauber Rep Comedy P. Regan-P. Singleton John H. Auer 68 2/16 
INBERNATIONAL SETTLEMENT 20th 20th Drama C. Romero-V. Field-J. Lang FE. Forde 75 1/28 
GOLDWYN FOLLIES S. Goldwyn UA Musical E. Bergen-Zorina-A. Menjou Geo. Marshall 115 22 
MIDNIGHT INTRUDER Trem Carr U Meller B. Reed-L. Hayward I. Lubin 66 2/23 
BLONDES AT WORK Bryan Foy WwB Comedy B. MacLane-G. Farrell F. McDonald 63 3 16 
R 11/38 LITTLE MISS ROUGHNECKE W. MacDonald Col Com-Rom E. Fellows-L. Carrillo Aubrey Scotto o4 39 
CATTLE RAIDERS ae Decker Col Western Cc. Starrett-D. Grayson Sam Nelson 
OF HUMAN HEARTS J. Considine, Jr. MGM Drama W. Huston-B. Bondi Clarence Brown 1090 2/9 
MY OLD KENTUCKY HOME E. B. Derr Mone Com-Dr E. Venable-G. Richards L. Hillyer 72 2/9 
d SCANDAL STREET Par Par Comedy L. Ayres-L. Campbell James Hogan 63 2/9 
HAVING WONDERFUL TIME P. S. Berman RKO Comedy G. Rogers-R. Skelton Al Santell 
CHECKERS John Stone 20th Rom-Com J. Withers-S. Erwin-U. Merkel 8.B.Humberstone 79 12/8 
ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER D. O. Selznick UA Com-Dr T. Kelly-M. Robson Norman Taurog 93 2/18 
FORBIDDEN VALLEY Henry Macrae U Outdoor N. Beery, Jr.-R. Barrat W. Gittens 
KID COMES BACK Bryan Foy WB Drama W. Morris-J. Travis B. R. Eason 61 12/20 
DAREDEVIL DRIVERS Bryan Foy wB Action D. Purcell-B. Roberts B. R. Eason 60 3/2 
8 13/38 WIDE OPEN FACES David Loew Col Comedy Joe E. Brown-J. Wyman Kurt Newman 
d THE GIRL WAS YOUNG GB GB Com-Dr N. Pilbeam-D. DeMarney Alf Hitchcock a4 12/3 
A YANK AT OXFORD Michael Balcon MGM Comedy R, Taylor-L. Barrymore Jack Conway 108 2/3 
| PAINTED TRAIL Robert Emmett Mono Western Tom Keene Robert Hill 50 
BIG BROADCAST ’38 H. Trompson Par Musical W. C. Fields-Raye-Lamour Mitch Leisen 88 29 
} BRINGING UP BABY Cliff Reid RKO tom-Com K. Henburn-C. Grant Howard Hawks 102 2/16 
BARONESS AND BUTLER Ray Griffith 20th Rom-Dr Annabeila-Wm. Powell Walter Lang 75 2/16 
GOLD IS WHERE YOU FIND IT Sam Bischoff WwB Outdoor G. Brent-C. Rains-J. Litel M. Curtiz 90 2/16 
8 25/38 WHO KILLED GAIL PRESTON? Ralph Cohn Col Mystery W. Cahoon-D. Terry Leon Barsha 60 3/9 
ARSENE LUPIN RETURNS John W. Considine MGM Meller M. Douglas-W. William G. Fitzmaurice 82 2/23 
PORT OF MISSING GIRLS Lon Young Mono Drama J. Allen-M. Stone Karl Brown 60 
CASSIDY OF BAR 20 Harry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-N. Lane Les Selander 36 
NIGHT SPOT Robt. Sisk RKO Com-Dr Parkyakarkus-A. Lane Christy Cabanne 60 
HOLLYWOOD STADIUM MYSTERY A. Schaefer Rep Meller N. Hamilton-E. Venable David Howard 65 33 
LOVE ON A BUDGET Max Golden 20th Comedy J. Prouty-S. Byington Bert Lenny 6e 
STORM IN A TEACUP A. Korda UA Comedy Vv. Leigh-R. Harrison Victor Saville 88 9°. 
PENROD AND TWIN BROTHER Bryan Foy ws Com-Dr Mauch Twins Wm. McGann 62 1/12 
31°38 ROLLING CARAVANS Col Col Western J. Luden-E. Stewart Jos. Levering 
START CHEERING Nat Perrin Col Musical W. Connolly-Durante-J, Perry A. S. Rogell 78 29 
TO THE VICTOR Maurice Ostrer GB Rom-Dr W. Fyffe-J. Loder-M. Lockwood Robt. Stevenson 
MERRILY WE LIVE Hal Roach MGM Comedy C. Bennett-B. Burke-P. Kelly N. Z. McLeod 96 3/2 
ROMANCE IN DARK Harlan Tho.apson Par Musical G,. Swarthout-J. Boles H. C.. Potter 7 2/18 
< MAID’S NIGHT OFF Robert Sisk RKO Rom-Dr A. Lane-J. Fontaine Ben Holmes bo 
PRISON NURSE Herman Schlom Rep Meller H. Wilcoxon-M. Marsh James Cruze 67 3/9 
SALLY, IRENE AND MARY Gene Markey 20th Musical A. Faye-F. Allen-J. Lang Win. Seiter 84 3/2 
ADVENTURES MARCO POLO Sam Goldwyn UA Drama G. Cooper-B. Rathbone Norman Taurog 190 2/16 
MAD ABOUT MUSIC J. Pasternak U Musical D. Durtin-H. Marshal Norman Taurog 98 3/2 
SLIGHT CASE OF MURDER Sam Bischoff WwsB Meller FE. G. Robinson-J. Bryan Lloyd Bacon 85 2/9 
| 3/11/38 MAKING THE HEADLINES Col Col Rom-Dr J. Holt-B. Roberis Lewis D. Collins 65 3/23 
$ THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS Norman Krasna MGM Com-Dr R. Montgomery-V. Bruce Dick Thorpe 75 3/18 
| ROSE OF RIO GRANDE Dorothy Reid Mone Rom-Dr Movita-John Carroll Wm. Nigh 
| DANGEROUS TO KNOW Par Par Meller G. Patrick-A. M. Wong Robert Florey 68 3/18 
| HAWAII CALLS Sol Lesser RKO Rom-Com B. Breen-l. S. Cobb Edward Cline 72 3/2 
CALL THE MESQUITEERS Wm. Berke Rep Western 3 Mesquiteers John English 55 3/2 
WALKING DOWN BROADWAY Sol Wurtzel 20th Com-Dr C. Trevor-P. Brooks N. Foster 75 2/2 
CRIME OF DR. HALLET Fd Grainger U Mystery R. Bellamy-B, Read Sylvan Simon 65 3/16 
LOVE, HONOR AND BEHAVE Lou Edelman WB Com-Dr W. Morris-P. Lane Stanley Logan ns 2/16 
| 3 13/38 SAILING ALONG GB GB Musical J. Matthews-J. Whiting Sonnie Hale 94 2/9 
GIRL OF GOLDEN WEST Wm. A. McGuire MGM Musical J. MacDonald-N. Eddy R. Z. Leonard 129 314 
| BULLDOG DRUMMOND’S PERIL Par _ Par Mystery Pe Barrymore-L. Campbell Jas. Hogan 66 
Sian ae Gaeremnre Bg Mpa seg a + ao ag oe Vi 39 
j I i WS s . Morehouse ep om-Dr u. Ayres-H, Mac . Morehouse 63 
REBECCA OF SUNNYBROOK FAEM Ray Griffith 20th Ron:-Com S. Temple-R. Scott Norman Foster 80 393 
THE GAIETY GIRLS A. Korda UA Musical J. Hulbert-P. Ellis T. Freeland 7 32 
NIGHT CLUB HOSTESS W. Mycrost U Rom-Dr B. Rogers-J. Clyde Graham Cutts 
STATE POLICE Trem Carr U Action J. King-C, Moore John Rawlins 
HE COULDN’T SAY NO Bryan Foy aM Comedy F. McHugh-J. Wyman Lew Seiler 
3 25/38 LONE WOLF IN PARIS W. MacDonald Col Mystery F. Lederer-F. Drake Al S. Rozell 
JUDGE HARDY’S CHILDREN MGM MGM Com-Dr. L. Stone-M. Rooney-C. Parker Geo. Seitz + 
asad aha SWING L. E. Gensler Par Musical Raye-Burns & Allen-Hope Raoul Walsh 
ARSON GANGBUSTERS Herman Schlom Rep Meller J. LaRue-B. Livingston Joe Kane 
( MR. MOTO TAKES CHANCE Sol Wurtzel 20th Mystery L. Lorre-R. Hudson Norman Foster 
GOONMBYE, BROADWAY Ed Grainger U Comedy A. Brady-C. Winninger Ray McCarey 
JEZEBEL cienry Blanke ws Drama B. Davis-H. Fonda-G. Brent Wm. Wyler 100 3/18 
4133 WHEN G-MEN STEP IN W. MacDonald Col Meller D. Terry-R. Paise-J. Wells C. C. Coleman,Jr. 60 3/15 
FLOATING CITY Erich Pommer GB Drama L. Fenton-C. Veidt Kar! Hartl 
PORT OF SEVEN SEAS H. Henigson MGM Drama W. Beery-M. O'Sullivan Jas. Whale 
LAND OF FIGHTING MEN Maurice Conn Mono Western J. Randall-L. Stanley Alan James 
TIP-OFF GIRLS Pat Par Meller L. Nolan-M. Carlisle-R. Karns Louis King ae 3°23 
OUTLAWS OF SONORA Wm. Berke Rep Western 3 Mesquiteers-J. Joyce Geo. Sherman 
JOSETTE Gene Markey 20th Musical 8. Simon-D. Ameche-B. Lahr Allan Dwan 
GOODBYE, BRCADWAY Ed Grainger U Com-Rom €, Winninger-A. Brady-T. Brown Rav McCarey 
43338 FEMALE FUGITIVE FE. B. Derr Mono Meller Ek. Venable-C. Reynolds P Wm. Nish 
IT COULDN’T HAPPEN AGAIN Clif? Reid RKO Drama V. Moore-A. Lane Christy Cabanne 
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT John H. Auer Rep Rom-Dr A. Marshail-T. Birell John H. Auer 
RAWHIDE Sol Lesser 20th Western S. Ballew-E. Knapp tay Taylor 
RECKLESS LIVING Val Paul U Com-Dr. N. Grey-R. Wilcox-J. Save F. MacDonald 
WOMEN ARE LIKE THAT Robt. Lord WB Com-Rom K. Francis-P. O’Brien Stanley Logan 
~ ‘LIGHT INTO N JHERE Col Col Meller J. Holt-J. Wells Louis D. Collins 
#15 33 ST suew GOES ON H. Wilcox GB Rom-Di A. Neagle-T. Carminati H. Wilcox 
HER JUNGLE LOVE Geo. Arthur Par Rom-Dr D. Lamour-R. Milland G. Archainbaud Bi 3/23 
JOY OF LIVING Felix Young RKO Comedy I. Dunne-D. Fairbanks, Jr. Tay Garnett 99 8/23 
IN OLD CHICAGO K. MacGowan 20th Drama T. Power-A, Faye-Ameche Henry King 119 1/5 
DIVORCE OF LADY X Alex. Korda UA Rom-D M. Oberon-L, Olivier Tim Whelan a0 1/19 
NURSE FROM BROOKLYN Ed, Grainger t Drama _ S. Eilers-C. Kelly Sylvan Simon 
FOOLS FOR SCANDAL Mervyn LeRoy we Rom-Com C. Lombard-F. Gravet Mervyn Lelwwoy 8) 
2): UEP E'< B 4 LOMAN Wm. Perlberg Col Comedy J. Blondell-M. Douglas Alex Hall 82 
a/58/s8 — Swiss MISS — Hal Roach MGM Comedy 5S. Laurel-O. Hardy John G. Blystone 
HEART OF ARIZONA Hé@rry Sherman Pat Western W. Boyd-G. Hayes Les S ‘landet 
GO CHASE YOURSELF Bob Sisk RKO Comeds J. Penner-L. Ball Edw. Cline 
ET y ; A. W. Hacke!l Re Western B. Steele-M. Weldon Sam Newficld 
THE FEUD MAKER p on . TF 
ISLAND IN THE SKY Sol Wurtzel 20th Mella: G. Stuart-M. Whalen Herbert Leeds $8 3 14 
4 LADY IN THE MORGUE Irving Star: t Mystery P. Foster-P. Ellis Otis Garret 


ACCIDENTS WILL HAPPEN Bryan Fos ws Com-Melie: PR. Reagan-G. Blondell Arthur Lubin 6 
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PICTURES 








Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, March 22. 
While pictures in production dropped five to a total of 32, Hollywood 
Studios in the last two-week period turned out 21 features ready for the 
theatres. In the cutting rooms studios have 56, and so far this season 


have finished a total of 315, against a needed 589 
Still to go into production before the season ends are 187 
March 16. 


features, as of 





Columbia 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Piaced Stories in 


of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion | 
PORCUIES. 660260000 40 23 2 2 14 2 
Westerns ...... eee 22 9 9 3 9 0 | 
David Loew....... 2 l t) 0 l 1 
ONE ova clk s a:a\e 64 33 2 5 24 3 | 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘EXTORTION,’ formerly titled ‘CAMPUS MYSTERY,’ produced by Ralph 
Cohn for the Irving Briskin unit: directed by Lambert Hillyer; original 
screen play by Earl Felton; no photographer credit. Cast: Scott Colton, 
Mary Russell, Frank C. Wilson, Phillip Ahn, J. Farrell MacDonald, Arthur 
Loft, Nick Lukats. 


‘THE MAIN EVENT,’ formerly titled ‘CRIME OF THE YEAR.’ produced 
by Ralph Cohn for the Irving Briskin unit: directed by Danny Dare; orig- | 
inal by Harold Shumate; screen play by Lee Loeb. Cast: Robert Paige, 
Jacqueline Wells, Pat Flaherty, John Gallaudet, Dick Curtis, Arthur Loft, | 
John Tyrrell, Jimmy Millican, Bill Lally. 

‘HIDDEN TRAILS,’ produced by Harry L. Decker: directed by Sam Nel- 
son; screen play by Maurice Geraghty. Cast: Charles Starrett, Iris Mere- 
dith, Art Mix, Bob Nowlan, Ed Le Saint, Jack Rockwell, George Chesebro, 
Dick Curtis, Ed Cobb. 

‘OVERLAND EXPRESS,’ firmerly titled ‘TRAIL BLAZERS,’ Coronet 
production for Columbia release; produced by L. G. Leonard; directed by 
Drew Eberson; original screen play by Monroe Shaff; photographed by 
Allen Thompson. Cast: Buck Jones, Marjorie Reynolds, Carlyle Moore, | 
William Arnold, Lou Kelly, Ben Taggart, Allen Bridge, Don Osborne, | 
Monte Montague, Ray Largay. 

‘STAGE COACH DAYS,’ formerly titled ‘STAGE COACH TRAIL,’ pro- 
duced by Larry Darmour; directed by Joseph Levering; original screen 
play by Nate Gatzert; photographed by James Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack 
Luden, Eleanor Stewart, ‘Tuffy’ (canine actor). Hal Taliaferro, Harry 
Woods, Flynn Whittaker, Jack Ingraham, Joe de la Cruz. 


Columbia Pix Now in Production 
‘THE SECRET OF TREASURE ISLAND’ (serial), produced by Lou Welss; 
directed by Elmer Clifton; no writing credits as yet. Cast: Don Terry, 
Gwen Gaze, Grant Withers. Hobart Bosworth, William Farnum. Walter 
Miller, Charles Rosener, Stanley Blystone, P. J Kelly, Colin Campbell, 
Warner Richmond. ; 


‘HOLIDAY,’ produced by Everett Riskin: directed by George Cukor; | 
screen play by Sidney Buchman and Donald Ogden Stewart from stage 
play by Philip Barry; photographed by Franz Planer. Cast: Katharine | 
Hepburn, Cary Grant, Doris Nolan, Lew Ayres, Henry Kohler, Ann Doran, | 
Mabel Colcord, Thomas Braidon, George Pauncefort, Maude Hume, Horace 
Murphy, Aileen Carlyle. 


Grand National 


Dorothy Christy. Guy Bates Post, Corbet Morris, Charles Irwin, Harry 
Davenport, Hall Cook, Edward Keane, Henry Daniell, Harry Semels, 
Henry Allen, Helene Millard, Dario Piazzo, Eulalie Jay, George Smith, 
Frank Swales, Broderick Farrell, Mae Busch, Walter Walker, Art Dupris, 
Joan Mitchell, John Barrymore, Joseph Schildkraut, Albert Van Dekker, 
Anthony Warde. Lyons Wickland, George Houston, ‘Slats’ Wyrick, E. Ma on 
Hopper, Mary Howard, Brent Sargent, Charles Waldron, Peter Bull, Esther 
Howard, Alma Krueger, George Meeker, Leonard Penn, Victo1 Kilian 
John Burton. William Crowell, John Merton, Moroni Olsen, Edw ard 
Keane, Guy D’Emery, Frank McGlynn, Jr., Inez Palange, Theodore Von 
Eltz, Carl Stockdale 

‘THREE COMRADES,’ produced by Herman J. Mankiewicz: directed by 
Frank Borzage; screen play by F. Scott Fitzgerald and E. E. Paramore, Jr.; 


, a > vv ? > - 
| original story by Erich Maria Remarque; photographed by Joseph Rutten 


berg. Cast: Robert Taylor, Margaret Sullavan, Franchot Tone, Robert 
Young, Henry Hull, Spencer Charters, George Offerman, Jr., Sarah Padden, 
Roger Converse, Ferdinand Munier, Lionel Atwill, George Zucco Matt Gil- 
man, Guy Kibbee, Charles Grapewin, Esther Muir, Priscilla Lawson, Har- 
vey Clark, Herta Lind. Dorothy Vernon 

‘MLLE. FROUFROU,’ produced by Merian C. Cooper; directed by Rich- 
ari Thorpe: screen play by Zoe Atkins from adaptation of a French drama 
by Henri Meilhoc and Ludovic Helevy; photographed by Oliver Marsh 
Cast: Luise Rainer, Melvyn Douglas, Robert Young, H. B. Warner, Clar- 
ence Mus Libby Taylor, Barbara O'Neill, Lillian Yarbo, Alma Kruger, 
Walter Kingsford, Leonard Penn, Margaret Irving, Clinton Rosemond 

‘YELLOW JACK,’ produced by Jack Cummings; directed by George 
Seitz; scr*en play by Edward Chodorov; photographed by Lester White 
Cast: Robert Montgomery, Virginia Bruce, Alan Curtis, Lewis Stone 
Henry Hull, Buddy Ebsen, Sam Levene, Andy Devine, William FElenry 
Janet Beecher, Phillip Terry, Stanley Ridges. 


Monogram 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Features . 2% 29 0 2 4 ‘ 
Westerns ..... 16 10 0 3 3 J 
WOU -asc8us 42 30 0 5 7 Cy 


Pictures in the cutting room: 

‘ROSE OF THE RIO GRANDE,’ produced by Dorothy Reid; directed by 
William Nigh; screen play by Dorothy Reid and Ralph Bettinson; original 
story by Johnson McCulley; photographed by Gilbert Warrenton. Cast 


| Movita, Antonio Moreno, Don Alvarado, John Carroll, Lina Basquette. 


George Cleveland, Gino Corrado, Duncan Renaldo, Martin Garralga, Rose 


'Turich, Carlos Villarias, John Merton, Edwin Brady, Tex Palmer, Black- 


jack Ward, Roy Bucko, Richard Botiller. 

‘LAND OF FIGHTING MEN,’ produced by Maurice Conn: directed by 
Alan James; original by Stanley Roberts; screen play by Joseph O Donnell; 
photographed by Robert Cline. Cast: Jack Randall, Louise Stanley, Her- 
man Brix. Dickie Jones, Bob Burns, Wheeler Oakman, Colorado Hillbillies, 
John Merton, Lane Chandler, Rex Lease. 

‘FEMALE FUGITIVE,’ produced by E. B. Derr; directed by William 


| Nigh; original story and screen play by John T. Neville and Bennett R 


| Cohen. Cast: Evelyn Venable, Craig Reynolds, Reed Hadley, John Kelly, 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 


of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Features ......... 43 11 n) 1 31 5 
i) 22 4 0 1 17 2 
| ee 65 15 0 2 48 7 


Pictures now in the cutting room or awaiting previews are: 

“KING OF THE SIERRAS,’ Condor picture featuring three horses, Rex, | 
Sheik and Thunder; Frank Gayass, associate producer; directed by Arthur | 
Rosson; original screen play by Scott Darling; photographed by Tom Gal- 
ligan. Cast: Frank Campeau, Wally Albright, Morgan Brown, Edward 
Peil, Billy Van Every. 

‘THE SHADOW MURDER CASE,’ formerly titled ‘THE SHADOW 
SPEAKS,’ produced by Max and Arihur Alexander; directed by Charles | 
Lamont; original screen play by Jack Natteford; photographed by Marcel 
Picard. Cast: Rod LaRocque, Astrid Allwyn, William Van Brincken, 
John St. Polis, Thomas Jackson, Oscar O’Shea, William Pawley, Walter 
Bonn, William Moore, Lou Hern, Tenen Holtz, Lloyd Whitlock, Jack Baxley. | 


| 
Metro | 





Now Balance to 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 


of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- | 

Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
© ORGUSOS . ccccctaax 48 24 5 3 16 10 
Mal MOach....6<s 4 1 i) 1 2 4 
WOEE 6565640055 52 25 5 4 18 14 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘LIFE ON THE WATERFRONT,’ formerly titled ‘MAN OF THE WATER- 
FRONT,’ formerly titled ‘MADELON,’ produced by Henry Henigson; di- 
rected by James Whale; original by Maurice Bagnol; photographed by 
Karl Freund. Cast: Wallace Beery, Frank Morgan, Maureen O'Sullivan, 
James Stuart, Cora Witherspoon, Jessie Ralph, Doris Lloyd, Shepherd 
Strudwick, Larry Lee Russell, E. E. Clive, Roger Moore, Priscilla Lawson. 


‘SWISS MISS’ (Hal Roach), produced by S. S. Van Kauren; directed by 
John G. Blystone; original by Jean Negulesco and Charles Rogers; screen | 
play by Felix Adler, James G. Parrott and Charley Melson; photographed 
by Norbert Brodine and Art Lloyd. Cast: Stan Laurel, Oliver Hardy, 
Della Lind, Walter Woolf King, Adia Kuznetzoff, Charles Judels, Greta 
Mever. 

‘TEST PILOT,’ produced by Louis D. Lighton; directed by Victor 
Fleming: original by Lt.-Com. Frank Wead; photographed by Ray June 
Cast: Clark Gable, Myrna Loy, Spencer Tracy.-Lione! Barrymore, Ted 
Pearson, Arthur Aylsworth, Claudia Coleman, Priscilla Lawson, Virginia | 
Grey, Gloria Holden, Samuel S. Hinds, Mary Howard, Joe Donlin, Tom 
Rutherford, Harry Taylor, Brent Sargent, William Arnold. 

‘JUDGE HARDY’S CHILDREN,’ front office production; directed by 
George B. Seitz; based on characters created by Aurania Rouverel; photo- 
graphed by Lester White. Cast: Lewis Stone, Mickey Rooney, Cecilia 
Parker, Fay Holden, Robeit Whitney, Betty Ross Clark, Jacqueline Lau- | 
rent, Janet Beecher, Hal Le Sueur, Charles Peck, Erville Anderson, Leon- | 


ard Penn, Patsy Bril, Sarah Edwards, Ar.n Rutherford, Ruth Hussey. 
Metro Pictures Now in Production 

‘SNUG HARBOR,’ formerly titled ‘LOVE BITES MAN,’ formerly titled 
‘SNUG HARBOR,’ produced by Zion Myers: directed by Edwin L. Marin; 
no writing credits as yet. Cast: Ray Bolger, Dennis O'Keefe, Net Pendle- 
ton, Florence Rice, Reginald Gardiner, Lana Turner, E. E. Clive | 

‘MARIE ANTOINETTE,’ produced by Hunt Stromberg; directed by W | 
S. Van Dyke; adapted from biography by Stefani Zweig; no other writing 
credits as yet; photographed by William Daniel Cast: Norma Shearer. 
Tyrone Power, Robert Morley, Anita Louise, Gladys George, Melvyn Dous- 
las, Joseph Calleia, Cora Witherspoon, Shepherd Strudwicke, Barnett Parker. 
Tom Rutherford, Reginald Gardiner, Henry Stephenson, Ruth Hussey, Olaf 
Hytten, Ramsey Hills, Jack George, Erville Anderson, Duke Lee, Greta 
Granstedt, Ann Evers. Ocean Clas pool, Claire Owen. Vernon Downing. 


Phillip Terry, Frank Elliott, Tom Rutherford, Mimi Olvera, Frances Millen, 


Charlotte Treadway, Reginald Sheffield, Rafael Bennett, John Merton, 
Emmett Vogan. Lee Phelps, Martha Tibbetts, Sam Flint, Fern Emmett, 
Lynton Wright Brent, Claire Rochelle, Edna Saller. 

‘RENEGADE LAW,’ associate producer, Maurice Conn; directed by Alan 
James: original screen play by Fred Myton; photographed by Jack Green- 


halgh. Cast: Col. Tim McCoy, Betty Compson, John Merton, Alan Bridges, 


Tony Paton. Lane Chandler, Joan Barclay, Alan Caven, Olin Francis, Bob 
McKenzie, Ralph Peters, Charles Brimley, Enid Parrish, George Hall, Farl 
Dwire, Cliff Parkinson, Clyde McLeary, Bert Dillard, Paul LaCava, Jack 
Hendrix, Shorty Hendrix 

‘RIDIN’ GENTS’ (tentative title), associate producer, Maurice Conn; 
directed by Sam Newfield: original screen play by Joseph O'Donnell, pho- 
tographed by Jack Greenhalgh. Cast: Col. Tim McCoy, Suzanne Kaaren, 


| Karl Hackett. John St. Polis, Charles King, John Merton, Harry Strange, 
| Sherry Tansey, Dick Creamer, Tom London, Bob McKenzie, Henry Hol- 


comb, Jack Hendricks. 





Paramount 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories tn 


of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
SOMGIO. iaasss os 39 29 5 3 2 5 
Harry Sherman... 7 5 0 2 ® 1 
Emanuel! Cohen... 3 2 0 1 & ; 
B. P. Schulberg 4 8 0 ° ° b. 
WOE as duaniedce 57 44 5 6 2 12 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting prev! ws are: 

‘HEART OF ARIZONA,’ formerly titled ‘GUN SMOKE,’ produced by 
Harry Sherman; directed by Les Selander; original by Clarence E. Mul- 
ford; screen play by Norman Houston; photographed by Russell Harian 
Cast: William Boyd, George Hayes, Russell Hayden, John Flliott, Billy 
King, Natalie Moorhead, Dorothy Short, Alden Chase, John Beach, Lane 
Chandler, Leo McMahon. 

‘DOCTOR BHYTHM,’ formerly titled ‘THE BADGE OF POLICEMAN 
O’ROON,’ Major Pictures production; produced by Emanue! Cohen, directed 


Carlisle, Beatrice Lillie Andy Devine, Laura Hope Crews, Fred Keating, 
sterli Holloway. Ruf Davis. 

“sAn 20 JUSTICE,’ formerly titled ‘DEPUTY SHERIFF,’ produced by 
Harry Sherman; directed by Les Selander; original story by Clarence E. 
Mulford: screen play by Arnold Belgrade; photographed by Ru ssell Har- 
lan. Cast: William Boyd, George Hayes, Russell Hayden, Gwen Gaze, Wil- 
liam Duncan, Walter Long, Paul Sutton, Pat O’Brien, Joseph De Stefani, 
John Beach. 

‘COLLEGE SWING,’ produced by Lewis E. Gensler; directed by Raoul! 
Walsh; screen play by Walter De Leon and F sncis Martin, based on adap- 
tation by Frederick Hazlitt Brennan of an idea by Ted Lesser, photo- 
graphed by Victor Milner. Cast: Martha Raye, George Burns and Gracie 
Allen, Bob Hope. Charles Butterworth, Ben Blue, Edward Everett Horton. 
Florence George, Betty Grable, Jackie Coogan, Nell Kelly, Slate Brothers 
Skinny Ennis. Charles Trowbridge, John Payne, June Ray, St Brendan's 
Choristers, Ceci! Cunningham, Tully Marshall, Irving Bacon, Jerry Colonna 
Jerry Bergen. 

‘STOLEN HEAVEN,’ general office production; directed by Andrew L 
Stone; screen play by Eve Greene and Frederick Jackson, based on a story 
by Andrew L. Stone. Cast: Gene Raymond, Olympe Bradna, Lloyd Nolan 
Glenda Farrell, Lewis Stone, Porter Hall, Esther Dale, Joseph Sawyer 
Ferdinand Gottschalk, Bert Roach. Rolfe Sedan, Hooper Atchley. 

‘PROFESSOR BEWARE,’ produced by Harold Lloyd; directed by Elliott 
Nugent: screen play by Delmer Daves and Jack Cunningham; original b 
Crampton Hari and Franc M. and Marian B. Cockrell; photographed 
by Archie Stout Cast Harold Liovd, Phyll ; Welch, Ravmond Walb 
Sterling Helloway. Lionel Stander, Mary Lou Lender, Guinn ‘Big Bo 
William Ward Bond. Snencei Charters, Clara Blandi k, William Fra l 
Thurston Hall, Cora Witherspoon 

Paramount Pix Now in Production 

‘YOU AND ME,’ produced and directed by Fritz Lanz: no writing eradit 

relea sed as yet; pn movT iphed bv Charle Lan ’ co t Ceorge Raf? 5 ia 


(Con C Tl pas 


>) 
au) 


| | Cuffo Shooling 


| by Frank Tuttle; origina! by O. Henry; screen play by Jo Swerling and— 
| Richard Connell: photographed by Charles Lang. Cast: Bing Crosby, Mary 
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(Continued from page 5 
under the scheme will do much ta 
offset the continually mounting i 
of picture-making. It wil! enable 
studios to take fuller advantage of 

i 


the time of their contract stars an 


character players. Heavy savings 
will also be made on other talent 
expenditures, it has been pointed 
out, particularly in the case of free. 
lance players, who can be hod at a 
lower weekly wage on two and 
three-film deals than ’ 
moned by a studio for a 13- 


signment 
Who's Got a Title? 

Title changing, often done in the 
past on the eve of the release of a 
production, will be eliminated by the 
earlier readying of script the 
efficiency experts insist. because op- 
eration of the plan will permit New 
York execs, especially those in the 
sales department of the various com- 
panies, to offer their name objections 
and suggestions before a picture is 
even cast 

One recent glaring example of 
wasted publicity was on Warners 
new Kay Francis picture, which hit 
the sound stages as ‘Lovell Lady,” 
became ‘Woman Habit’ after great 
sobs of studio pre matter had 
found its way into the public prints 
and ended up as ‘Secrets of an Act- 
ress.” Another that was widely called 
to the attention of prospective cus- 
tomcrs under a variety of names was 
Wallace Beery’s newest film, which 
hit the starting line as ‘Madelon,’ be- 
came ‘Life on the Waterfront’ at the 
hali-way mark, and was re-chris- 
tened ‘Port of the Seven Seas’ in the 
last few feet of the home stretch. 
Republic has had an enidemic of re- 


| tagging in recent weeks, two of its 


unreleased pictures having had three 
titles each since going into produc- 
tion, with possibilities of more 
changes before they reach the ex- 
chanzes. Indie concern’s§ feature 
which started as ‘The Gentleman 
from London’ was next known as 
‘Capital Punishment’ and is now ‘In- 
visible Enemy.’ Same studio's ‘Swift 
Lightning’ became ‘Thunder in Alas- 
ka,’ with the latter title since give 
ing way to ‘Call of the Yukon.’ 

Halt has also been called on the 
widespread practice of preduction 
bosses paying heavy coin for hit 
plays, novels and magazine 
then scrapping titles that have been 
indelibly fixed in the minds of mil- 
lions of theatre-goers and book and 
mag readers. Business pepper-upoers 
are also shouting for a bigver play 
among the screen credits and in pub- 
licity and advertising for the names 
of established authors whose works 
become the basis for picture scripts. 
Idca is to cash in on the trade of 
the hordes who follow their stage 
offerings and printed successes. 

Dusting Off Old Ones 

Added evidence of the new seri- 

ousness with which studio moguls 


et ials, 


, are taking their responsibilities is 


reflected in the eagerness with which 
they are dragging off the shelves 
yarns formerly considered as too 
worrisome for vehicles. Paramount 
currently has in production ‘Soawna 
of the North,’ a saga of the salmon 
fishermen, which gathered dust in 
the story department for four | 
Another veteran of the files is ‘Men 
with Wings,’ sequel to Paramount's 
successful ‘Wings’ of 11 years ago, 
background shots for which are now 
being filmed, with cast members ro- 
tified to be on hand for an April 15 
start. A third is ‘The Light That 
Failed,’ purchased several years be- 
fore the death of its author, Rudyard 
Kipling, and which will finally be 
converted into a talker during the 
coming summer. Fourth of Pura- 
mount’s long-on-handers is ‘Kniahts 
of the Round Table,’ for which Tal- 
bot Jennings is now writing the 
script. 


RKO is undertaking ‘Gunza Din!’ 


a property it has owned for a long 
while, as one of its more el ale 
undertakings for its 1933-39 <'ate. 
Howard Hawks will produce and di- 
rect under Pandro Berman ‘ude 
ance, with a cast including Douctas 
Fairbanks, Jr., Richard Dix. ( 
Grant and possibly Jan A 
for the loan of whom negotiations 
now under way with Warners. 
‘Curie’ at Long Last 
U versal will put ‘Madame C it e* 
i biography it has owned for ‘veral 
cars, into work b re the middle 
ummer. Irene Dunne wili have 


the title role. Same orvanization is 
also again mulling the idea of doing 


‘Hippodrome’ and remaking ‘Phan. 
m of the Opera.’ the latter a holde 
over fron 


vuS purchas 


' 3 
lent daw 
lier aa 


‘Hipnodrome’ 


ed two years 


ago 
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Adieiwen Production Chart 


(Continued from page 21) 


Sidney, Barton MacLane, Roscoe Karns, Harry Carey, Robert Cummings, 
Warren Hymer, Guinn ‘Big Boy’ Williams, Carol Paige, Vera Gordon, Matt 
McHugh, Paul Newlan, Bernaaene Hayes, George E. Stone, Cecil Cunning- 
ham, Margaret Randall, Jack Mulhall, Julia Faye. Arthur Hoyt, 
Briggs, Joyce Compton, Edward Pawley. Fern Emmett. Juanita Quigley, 
Joe Gray, William B. Davidson, Adrain Morris, Roger Gray, Egon Brecher, 
Paul Newlan. 





‘TROPIC HOLIDAY,’ produced by Arthur Hornblow, ig directed by 
Theodore Reed; original by Don Hartman and Frank Butler, John C. Mot- 
fitt and Duke Atteberry; photographed by Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Dorothy 


Lamour. Ray Millard, Martha Raye, Bob Burns, T 
Elvira Rios. Pepito, Michael Visaroff, Bobbie 
Rio Trio, Dominguez Brothers’ San Cristobal 


ito Guizar, Binnie Barnes, 
Moya, Ascension and Del 
Marimba Band, Roberto 


Soto, Jesus Topete, Paula DeCardo, Dolores Casey, Sheila Darcy, Marie 
Burton, Paul Lopez, Chris Pin Martin, Fortunio Bona Nova, Duncan 
Kenaldo, Jose Fernandez, Matt McHugh 

‘COCOANUT GROVE,’ produced vy George Arthur: directed by Alfred 
Santell; original screen play by Sy Bartlett and Olive Cooper; photo- 
graphed by Leo Tover. Cast: Fred MacMurray, Harriett Hilliard, Yacht 
Club Boys, Ben Blue, Billy Lee, Rufe Davis. Harry Owens and his Royal 
Hawaiian orchestra, George Walcott. Dorothy Howe, Red Stanley, Eve 
Arden, Lester Allen, Paul Newlan, Roy Gordon, Willizm B. Davidson. 


‘THE TEXANS,’ formerly titled ‘MARCHING 


HERDS,” produced by 
Lucien Hubbard; directed by James Hogan: 


no writing credits released as 


Harlan | 


yet; photographed by Harry Fischbeck. Cast: Randolph Scott, Joan Ben- | 
nett, May Robson, Robert Cummings, Harvey Stephens, Robert Barrat, 
Walter Brennan, Raymond Hatton, Tito Guizar, Ray Middleton 


“CRIME GIVES ORDERS,’ produced by Harold Hurley; directed by Louis 


King; no writing credits released as yet; photographed by Victor Milner. 
Cast: Lloyd Nolan, Mary Carlisle, Lynne Overman, J. Carrol Naish, Larry 
Crabbe, Anthony Quinn, Johnny Downs, Regis Toomey, Delmar Watson, 


Dorothy Peterson, Fern Emmett, Lu Miller, 
Laurie Lane, Mary Parker, Dick Rush, 
Phil Warren, Robert E. Homans, Stanley 
ning, Jack Hubbard, Archie Twitchell, 


George Davis, Hooper Atchley, 
Howard Mitchell, Zeffie Tilbury, 
Price, Jack Dunn, Richard Den- 


Laurie Lane, Ruth Roge1 


RKO-Radie 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
ee 27 2 4 10 13 
ee o 6 4 $ & 2 
Sol Lesser....... . 3 2 4 6 1 1 
David Loew....... 2 2 7 t ¢ 7 
Walt Disney....... 1 1 1 a 7 e 
c.f) ae err 55 32 5 4 17 16 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘HAVING WONDERFUL TIME,’ produced by Pandro S. Berman; directed 
by Al Santell; play and screen play by Arthur Kober; 
Robert De Grasse. -Cast: Ginger Rogers, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
*Red’ Skelton, Peggy Conklin, Eve Arden, Lucille Ball. 

‘THE JOY OF LIVING,’ formerly titled ‘THE JOY OF LOVING,’ 
duced by Felix Young; directed by Tay Garnett; 
by Herbert and Dorothy Fields; screen play by Gene Towne and Graham 
Baker; score by Jerome Kern: photographed by Joseph Walker. 
Irene Dunne, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Alice Brady, Guy 
Ball, Jean Dixon, Eric Blore, Warren Hymer, Fuzzy Knight, Charles Wil- 
liams, Joe Hickey, Harris Gordon, Bert Roach. 

‘GO CHASE YOURSELF,’ formerly titled ‘ROLLING STONES,’ pro- 
duced by Robert Sisk; directed by Edward Cline; original story by Walter 
O'Keefe; screen play by Bert Granet and Paul Yawitz; photographed by 
Jack MacKenzie. Cast: Joe Penner, Lucille Ball, June Travis, Fritz Feld, 
Granville Bates, George Irving, Bradley Page, Richard Lane, Tom Ken- 
nedy, Margaret Armstrong, Jack Carson, Frank M. Thomas, Ted Oliver, 
George Shelley, Arthur Stone, Fred Schaeffer, Billy Dooley, Max Hoffman, 
Jr.. Monte Vandergrift, Georgia O’Dowell, Donald Kerr, Bob Thatcher, 
Otto Fries, Ethel Wales, James Farley, Chester Clute, Sam Lufkin, Robert 


Richard 


pro- 


Nist, Eddie Hearn, Reed Howes, Phillip Morris, Lynton Wright Brent, Alan 
Bruce. Robert Stone, Bill Carson, John Ince, John Rand, Edith Craig, 
Bobby Watson. 


*VIVACIOUS LADY,’ produced by Pandro S. Berman; directed by George | 
Stevens; screen play by Anne Morrison Chapin and Kay Van Riper from 
novel by I. A. R. Wylie; photographed by Robert De Grasse. Cast: Ginger 
Rogers, “James Stewart, James Ellison, Jack Carson, Phyllis Kennedy, Spen- | 
cer Charters, Ray Mayer, Maude Eburne, Floyd Shackleford, Alec Craig, 
Beulah Bondi, Charles Coburn, Frances Mercer, Grady Sutton, Franklin | 
Pangborn. 


RKO-Radio Pictures Now in Production 


photographed by | 


original story and lyrics | 


| Dick Wessell, Henry Hale, Emory Parnell, 
| Kerr, 


Be Placed Stories in 





Walter Sande, Jack Rice, 
Howard Hickman, George Floyd. 

‘OUTLAWS OF SONORA,’ produced by Sol Siegel; directed by 
Sherman; screen play by Betty Burbridge and Edmund Kelso; original by 
Betty Burbridge; photographed by William Nobles. Cast: Bob Livingston 
Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune, Jean Joyce, Jack Mulhall, Frank La Rue 
Peters, Edwin Mordaunt, Tom London, Jack Ingram, George 
Merrill McCormick, Otis Harlan, Stelita Peluffo, Gloria Rich, 
den, Fenton Taylor, Art Dillard, Jack Kirk, Tommy Coats, Joe 
Bryant, Forest Burns. 


‘THUNDER IN ALASKA,’ 


(ea ie 
weores 


Cheseboro, 
Curley Dres- 
Balch, Buel 


formerly titled ‘SWIFT LIGHTNING,’ produced 


by Armand Schaefer; directed by Breezy Eason; from story by James 
Oliver Curwood; screen play by Gertrude Orr and William Bartlett; photo- 
graphed by Ernest Miller. Cast: Richard Arle i, Lyle Talbot, Beverly Rob- 
erts, Emory Parnell, Al St. John, Gary Owen, Ivan Miller, James Lona, An- 
thony Hughes, Jules Cowles, Billy Dooley, Francis Sayles, Sherry Hall, Joe 
Ince, Silver Wolf and Firefly (canines), Tuffy and Ruffy (bears) 
Republic Pictures Now in Production 

‘FIGHTING DEVIL DOGS’ (serial), produced by Robert Beche; directed 
by William Witney and Jack English; original screen play by Barry Ship- 
man, Ronald Davidson, Franklyn Adreon and, Sol Shorr; photographed by 
William Nobles. Cast: Lee Powell, Herman Brix, Eleanor Siewart, Hugh 
Sothern, Montagu Love, Sam Flint, John Davidson, Monte Montague, Henry 
Otho, Forrest Taylor, Billy MacGowan, Edmund Cobb. Perry Ivins, Tom 
London, Alan Gregg, Edward Foster, Al Taylor, Allan Mathew teed 
Howes, Dick Thane 


‘ROMANCE ON THE RUN,’ produced by H 


; erman Schlom: directed by 
Gus Mei.s; screen play by Jack Townley; 


photographed by Ernest Miller. 


Jack Marta 
Bucko, Jean Fowler 


yet; photographed by 
Earl Dwire, Roy 


Cast: Roy Roger 


Slim Whitake1 


20th Century-Fox 


Now Balance to 


Smilev Burneiite, 
Dora Clement: 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Studio 5? oo 5 4 10 7 
| Sol Lesser..... 6 4 0 0 2 J 
Total . 58 37 5 4 12 9 
Pictures in the cutting rooms or aw aiting previews are 
‘RASCAL,’ formerly titled ‘LITTLE GYPSY,’ formerly titled ‘GYPSY,’ 
| produced by John Sione; directed by Bruce Humberstone: original screen 
— by Robert Ellis and Helen Logan; photographed by Edward Conjager. 


| ert Allen, 


Cast: | 
Kibbee, Lucille | 


| Olin Howland, Mary 


| 


‘BAMBI,’ being prepared by Walt Disney for release on RKO 15723-3989 


schedule; feature-length cartoon based on story by Felix Salten. 


‘SAINT IN NEW YORK,’ produced by William Sistrom; directed by Ben 
Holmes; from novel by Leslie Charteris; photographed by Joseph August. 
Cast: Louis Hayward, Kay Sutton, Paul Guilfoyle, Sig Rumann, Jonathan 
Hale, Fred Burton, Ben Welden, Jack Carson, Charles Halton, Cliff Brag- 
don, Shirley Coates, Gus Glassmire, Thomas Morgan, Torben Meyer, Julian 
Rivero, Monte Carter, Bert Rose, Jay Adler, George Anderson, Lee Phelps, 
Dick Lame, Lester Dorr, Roy James, Edward Le Saint, Robert Graves, 
George Irving, Frank M. Thomas, Pau! Fix, Jack Daugherty, 
Warde, Roy Kantor, Jean Cleveland, Harry Dupp. 

‘BLIND ALIBI,’ produced by Cliff Reid: directed by Lew Landers; origi- 
nal by William J. Cowan: screen play by Lionel Houser; 
Nicholas Muscarca. Cast: 


Richard Dix, Whitney Bourne, Eduardo Cian- 


nelli, Frances Mercer, Paul Guilfoyle, Richard Lane, Jack Arnold, Walter 
Miller, George Shelley, George Irving. 


Republic 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Noa aise ee 52 21 3 7 21 24 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms awaiting preview are: 
‘DESERT TRAIL RIDERS,’ produced by Sol Siegel: directed by Jack 
English; screen play by Luci Ward; photographed by William Nobles. Cast: 
Ray Corrigan, Bob Livingston, Max Terhune, Lynn Roberts. 
‘HOLLYWOOD STADIUM MYSTERY,’ formerly titled 


STADIUM,’ produced by Armand Schaefer; directed by David Howard; 


screen play by Darrell and Stewart McGowan: oricinal story by Stuart 
Palmer; photographed by Ernie Miller. Cast: Neil Hamilton, Evelyn Ven- 
able, Barbara Pepper, Smiley Burnctte, Jimmy Wallington, Charles Wil- 
liams, James Spottswood. 

‘PRISON NURSE,’ produced by Herman Schlom;: directed by James 
Cruze; screen play by Earl Felton and Sidney Salkow from novel by Dr. 
Louis Berg; photographed by Ernest Miller. Cast: Henry Wilcoxon, Marian 
Marsh, Bernadine Hayes, Ray Mayer, Ben Weldon, Addison Richards, John 
Arledge, Frank Reicher, Fred Kohler, Jr., Minerva Urecal, Lee Phelps, Nor- | 


man Willis, Jack C. Smith, Monte Montague 


‘CAPITAL PUNISHMENT,’ formerly titled ‘THE ; 
LONDON,’ produced and directed by John Auer: original b Albert J 
Cohen and Robert Shannon; screen play by Cohen and George Yates; 
photographed by Jack Marta. Cast: C. Henry Gordon, Herbert Mundin 
Alan Marshall, Tala Birell, Elsa Buchanan, Ge Smith, George 
Sorel, Leonard Willey, Keith Kenneth, Mady C mpson, Dv. 
Frye, Ian MacLaren. 

‘FIRE OVER THE WATERFRONT,’ produced by 
recited by Joe Kane; original by Alex Gottlieb and 
screen play by Gottlieb, Burnstine. Joseph Hoffman and Peggy Thompson; 
photographed by Ernest Miller. Cast’ Jackie Moran. Rosalind Keith. Bob 

ivingston, Warren Hymer, Clay Ciement LaRue, Selmer Jackson, 


GENTLEMAN FROM 


‘rald 


yrell, Ivar 


igh t 


Herman Schlom: di- 
Norman Burnstine; 


Jack 


| music and lyrics by Irving Berlin; photographed by Peverell Marley. 


| Barclay, 
Anthony | 


photographed by | 





‘HOLLYWOOD | 


Cast: Jane Withers, Borrah Minev 
ert Wil lcox, Paul Stanton 
‘KIDNAPPED,’ produced by 
Werker; no writing 
Arleen Whelan, 
Miles 


itch, Rochelle Hudson, Steffi Duna, Rob- 


Kenneth 


Macgowan; directed by Al 
credits as yet 


available. Cast: Warner Baxter, 
Freddie Bartholomew, John Carradine, Leon Ames, Rob- 
Mander. E. E. Clive, Donald Haines, Ralph Forbes, Elsa 
Buchanan, Billy Bevan, Moroni Olson, C. Aubrey Smith, Reginald Owen, 
Nigel Bruce, Arthur Hohl, Halliwell Hobbes, H. B. Warner, Eric Wilton, 
York Sherwood, Gordon Hart, Montagu Love, Colin Kenny, John Graham 
Spacey, Keith G. Kenneth, John Rogers, Thomas London. 


‘FOUR MEN AND A PRAYER, produced by Kenneth 
rected by John Ford; screen play by Richard Sherman. 
Walter Ferris, from book by David Garth; photographed by Ernest Palmer. 
Cast: Loretta Young, Richard Greene, Reginald Denny, George, Sanders, 
William Henry, Allan Hale, David Niven, J. Edward Bromberg, ¢ Aubrey 
Smith, Barry Fitzgerald, Claude King, Berton Churchill. John Carr adine, 
Cecil Cunningham, Selmer Jackson, Will Stanton, Mary Forbes, Edgar 
Norton, Jean Fenwick, Phyllis Clare, Vesey O’Davoren, Russ Clark, George 
Regas, Francisco Maran. 

‘KENTUCKY MOONSHINE,’ produced by Kenneth Macgowan: 
by David Butler; screen play by Art Arthur and M. M. Musselman; 
by M. M. Musselman and Jack Lait, Jr.; musie and lvrics by Lew 


Macgowan; di- 
Sonya Levien and 


directed | 
original 
Pollack 


Donald | 


.Ralph | 
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| Writers on Cuts 
Co} i fror 
will be adopt . SWG at mas3 
nee ng tomorrow (Wed. i ire 
re les -d in time 
Whi le one-year pray was 
irafted to prevent any attempt by 
newcomers to grah control of the 


SWG executive board, it also would 
apply to members of the SP who 


might desire to affiliate with the 


i Guild, 


Cast: Donald Woods, Patricia Ellis, Craig Reynolds, Grace Bradley, Ed- 
ward Brophy, William Demarest, Andrew Tombes, Granville Bates 

| ‘UNDER WESTERN SKIES,’ formerly ‘titled ‘Washington Cowboy,’ pro- 
duced by Charles E. Ford: directed by Joseph Kane; no writing credits as | 


When the new by-law ive adonte- 


ed the Guild will then be 

tion to press for a de Yr vs , 

Nationa! Labor Relations Board on 

Guild’s request for an election of 
reen writers to select a bargaining 

representative ; 


Such request | 
ferred until SWG . 
California 
approval of 


been de 
porated as a corporation 
ind had secured { 
by-laws 

Old’ feud between Alice Brady and 
Actors Equity may be settled this 
week at rences between the 
aciress and E. A. Fitzgerald, C 
conciliator for the U. S. Department 
yf Labor Payment by Miss Brady 
of $1,000 assessment levied against 
her by Equity would pave way for 
her to join the Screen Actors Guild 
tated in Equity 


confe 


yast 


ind be rein 


resentative ol ictre ent in ine 
U. S. Labor Departmen 

which promptly assigned Fitzegerald 
to conciliate matter. Fitzgerald hud- 
dled with Kenneth Thomson, of SAG, 
but was called into action in harbor 
tieup before he could talk with Miss 
Brady. 

That Brady-Equiiy Mixup 


quiry to 


Controversy started when Miss 
Brady was suspended by Equity for 
ignoring instruction to join the SAG, 


The situation was complicated when 
she used an advertising agency for 
unauthorized use of her photo. She 
was awarded $1,000, but agency, 
| which had a tieup with Equity, de- 
|manded to be reimbursed by that 
organization. Equity paid the mone; 
and then insisted Miss Brady make 





| 


and Sidney D. Mitchell; photographed by Robert Planck. Cast: Ritz Broth- | 
ers, Tony Martin, Marjorie Weaver, Wally Vernon, William Demarest, 
Claude Allister, Slim Summerville, John Carradine. Berton Churchill, 


Eddie Collins, Paul Stanton, Francis Ford, J. Edward Bromberg, Si Jenks, 
Treen, Guy Wilkerson, Frank McGlynn. Jr., Cecil 
Jack Norton, Allen Wood, Arthur Aylesworth, Paddy O’F lynn, 
Lester Dorr, Walter Maher, Sherry Hall, Dick French, Milton 


Cunningham, 

Jack Gargan, 

Kibbee. 
20th-Fox Pictures Now in Production 


‘JOSETTE,’ produced by Gene Markey; directed by Allan Dwan: screen 
play by James Edward Grant; based on play by Paul Frank and Georg 
Fraser; from story by Ladislaus Vadnai; phoptographed by John Mescall. 
Cast: Simone Simon, Don Ameche, Robert Young, Bert Lahr, Joan Davis, 
| Tala Birell, Paul Hurst, Jayne Regan, Lillian Porter, Paul McVey, Zeffie 
| Til bury, William Collier. Sr. 


‘ALEXANDER’S RAGTIME BAND,’ produced by Farry Joe Brown; 
directed by Henry King; screen play by Lamar Trotti and Kathryn Scola; 
Cast: 
Tyrone Power, Alice Faye, Don Ameche, Ethel Merman, Jack Haley, Mar- 
| jorie Weaver, Jean Hersholt, Helen Westley, John Carradine, Douglas Fow- 
ley, Chick Chandler, Paul Hurst, Wally Vernon, Eddie Collins, The King’s 
Men, Stanley Andrews, Jack Pennick, Robert Gleckler, Donald Kerr, Don 
Ruth Warren, the Cansinos, Ralph Dunn, Otto Fries. Harry Tyler, 
Sid Saylor, Ruth Terry, Dixie Dunbar, The Aristocrats, Joe King, Charley 
Williams, Joseph Crehan, Tyler Brooks, Albert Morin. 

‘LITTLE MISS BROADWAY,’ produced by David Hempstead; directed 


by Irving Cummings; no writing credits as yet released; photographed by 
Arthur Miller. Cast: Shirley Temple. Gloria Hurst, 


lis Brooks. George Murphy, Patricia Wilder, Donald Meek, Fl Brendel. 
Jane Darwell, Edward Ellis, Brewster Twins. Eddie Collins, George and 
Olive Brasno, the Brian Sisters, Charley Williams. Edna Mae Oliver, 


George Barbier, Claude Gillingwater, C. 
troupe, Jack Schaller, Frank Dae, Russell Hicks, 
McIntyre, Jerry Colonna, Syd Saylor. 

‘THE BATTLE OF BROADWAY,’ produced by Sol M. Wurtzel: 


Montague Shaw, Rube Schaefer 


Joseph De Stefani, Leila 


directed 


leash reserve of $500,000. An 





Jimmy Durante, Phyl- | 
/IBPDP, 


good the amount. She refused 
Plans for a drive to organize ac- 
tors and workers in film industry in 
| Sweden were disclosed here this 
| week at conference between Kenneth 
Thomson and Perr-Axel Branner, 
president of the Swedich Legitimaie 
Actors Association. Branner said or- 
ganization has contracts covering 
|lesitimate players, but has not yet 
organized studios, although 40 pyro- 
ductions were turned out last year 
Branner said organization has been 
in existence since 1894 and has a 
in.or- 
between SAG 
will be 
siue- 


change arrangement 
and Swedish organization 
worked out as soon as foreign 
dios are organized. 

Herbert Sorrell, business 
sentative of Motion Picture Painters 
Local 644, is in Lafayeite, Ind., to 
appear before executive council of 
International Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paperhangers of 
America. He will ask the board to 
clarify jurisdictional lines to give 
Local 644 control over all studio 
workers who handle a paint brush. 

If board oakays request Local 644 
will demand basen scenic artists, sign 
writers, et al., come into organiza- 
tion. They also will as produce: 
to amend present contract to incluce 
latter classifications. Several scenic 
artists have joined Local 644 since 
their charter was lifted by the 
but others have been at- 
tempting to form a new organization, 
Charter was lifted because of non- 
payment of per capita taxes to inter- 


renre- 


| nationl body. 


| 


by George Marshall; screen play by Lou Breslow and John Patrick; photo- | 


graphed by Barney McGill. Cast: Victor McLaglen, Brian Donlevy, Sammy 
Cohen, Esther Muir, Louise Hovick, Raymond Walburn. Lynn Bari, Robert | 
Kellard, Hattie McDaniel. Jane Darwell. Edward J. Holden 


anabe of radio), Wesley Barry, Eugene Borden, Frank Moran, Paul Irving. | 


‘RACING BLOOD,’ produced by Jerry Hoffman: directed by Otto Brower; | rleven will be elected for 


screen play by Robert Ellis and Helen Logan: photographed by Edward 


Snyder. Cast: Michael Whalen, Lynn Bari, Marvin Stephens, Henry Ar- 

metta, Sidney Blackmer, Chick Chandler, Johnnie Pirrone, Inez Palanze, 

Eleanor Virzie, Ben Stilphen, Betty Greco, Dennis Moore, Eddie Emerson. 

Now Balance te 

Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Samuel Goldwyn 6 6 0 9 o- 5 
Alexander Korda + 9 4 t) ‘ ¢ 
Selznick 5 3 0 6 2 . 
Walter Wanger 7 3 J 6 4 5 
Chaplin ! 9 4 CU) 1 1 
London Films % 1 ° 4 7 8 
Total 34 13 1 9 20 38 

UA Pictures Now in Production 
‘THE ADVENTURESS,’ formerly titled ‘THE RIVER IS BLUE,’ produced 


I 


by Walter Wanger; directed by William Dieterle; original screen play by 


John Howard Lawson; photographed by Rudolph Mate. Cast: Henry Fonda 
| Madeleine Carroll, Leo Carrillo, John Halliday, Vladimir Sokoloff, Robert 
*| Warwick, Reginald Denny, Katharine DeMille, Peter Godfrey, Wiiliam B 


{Continued on page 26) 


| 


(Frank Wat- | 


Interest in the Junior Screen Ac- 
tors Guild is now centered on the 
election of officers scheduled April 
10. Nominations closed Friday (18), 
| with more than 100 candidates in the 
field for the 33 directors posis 
a term of 
11 for two years and Il 

Officers will be select- 
successful directors. 
demand o. extras and 
others that expenses of organiza- 
tions be curtailed, SAG has decided 
to cease publication of Screen Guild 
after current issue. Magazine will be 
continued in >a.aphiet form, m:n’ 
advertising, to keep members ad- 
vised of Guild activitie 


TITLE CHANGES 


three years, 
for one year. 
ed from the 


Following 


Hollywood, M: 2 
V A tel ae Li t Y : 
[ to ‘| le M T} ru pred.” 
{ f 3 ibst! 1 ‘Riot P yl” 
fo H | K 1 Ha 2 P ! 
VIetro t ) filr 44 i Bill? 
R Sf ( isa Vi R ic  ] 
elea i as ‘B Rose Te R 
Vu 
Metro’: Mlle Froufrou’® ree 
christened ‘Tne Tov Wii 
‘Handi ith Core’ is new monict:4e 
bestowed by 20th-Fox oa ‘Home 
!Yown G-Men,’ 
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ALLEN JENKINS + ISABEL JEANS « MARIE WILSON 

MARCIA RALSTON + A MERVYN LeROY PRODUCTION 

Screen play by Herbert Fields and Joseph Fields « Additional Dialogue by Irv 

Brecher « From the Play, ‘‘Return Engagement,” by Nancy Hamilton, Jamee 
Shute and Rosemary Casey ¢ A First National Picture 

With words and Music by Rodgers and Hart! 

“HOW CAN YOU FORGET”... .“THERE’'S A BOY IN HARLEM” 


It’s Carolossal! 


March 23. 1938 
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Bud Lollier on How to Win Friends 
And Influence B.0.; Talk at U.S.C. 


Los Angeles, March 22. 


{| trophes, the class was told by Lol- 
Students attending the University | 


of Southern California’s special | 
course in motion picture distribution. 
conducted under supervision of 


Charles A. Buckley of the Fox-West 
Coast legal department, were given 
an earful of detail concerning thea- 
tre operation with which the public 


generally is unfamiliar, when W. H. 


@ Bud) Lollier, F-WC tax and realty | 
manager, batted for Pete Smith at 
last Wednesday night’s (16) session 
Lollier’s talk, running a full hour, 
covered real estate, taxation, insur- 
ance and good will. 

Some of the angles discussed by 
Lollier in his talk on real estate cov- 


ered the land, building and equip- 
ment, details of how theatres are ac- 
quired, valuations, parking facilities, 
neighborhood conditions, street car 


service, department stores, count of 
trailic, both pedestrian and auto, 
building restrictions, drainage and 


angles to 
of a venture. 

ing taxes heepresented a 
breakdown of land and building pe 


multiple other necessary 


Insure success 


lit is 


cente ae is compared to personal | 
proper.y and other items. He told 
how as ments are made, how tax 
rates are set. outlined special assess- 
ments which theatres are called upon 


and gave a brief resume of 
1x men and attorneys spe- 
cializing in this type of work. 
Insurance problems, costs, lability, 
holdup and other forms of burglary 
ind payment of premiums 
detailed fully. 
How to Build Good Will 
In final bracket of his address, Lol- 
lier stressed the importance of good 
will, which 
tre’s 


to pay 


duties of t 


protecton 


were 


principal asset. Some 
tained were outlined by the speaker 
as by the type of merchandise served, 
service, courteous treatment, fairness 
and ethics 

He pointed out that theatre owners 
or managers should meet and know 
people, particularly in the smaller 
Theatre men, he _ stressed, 
should be friendly and work whole- 
heartedly with women’s clubs, Par- 
ent-Teacher associations and kindred 
bodies, women spend 80% 
of their husband's income, they send 
the children to the theatre and they 
attend and bring their husbands with 
them 

Friendliness with ministers, 
are leaders of various groups; school 


towns 


because 


authorities and teachers; chamber of | 


commerce members, as well as mem- 
bers of all service bodies, should be 
cultivated by managers. 
said, should zealously refuse to per- 
mit obscene or 


permit anything ‘off-color’ on the 
stage and strive to offer only clean, 
wholesome entertainment. 

Cultivate ‘The Boys’ 


Cultivation of local city officials | 


was strongly urged. House operat- 


ors were told to talk to officials about | 


business, pictures, investment, taxes, 
payrolls and other local expenditures. 
Theatres, Lollier said, spend money, 
so public officials should be told 
about it at every opportunity. 
Newspapermen, particularly in the 
small towns, are important friends 
for a theatre to have, so are bankers 
and merchants, police and fire de- 
partment heads, health officers, coun- 
cilmen, as well as county, state and 
national representatives. 


each individual theatre operation. 


Theatres should be one of the first | 
to offer aid in times of major catas- | 





Gre you ustug MAKE UP 
TO THE BEST ADVANTAGE ? 


P , 
g 
Stine BROOME ST..NEW YORK CITY 


OICE OF STAGE AN 





(many years 


| When 


he described as a thea-| 
of the) 


ways by which good will may be ob- | 


who | 


Latter, he | 


over-sexed films | 
being shown on their screens, never | 


All should | 
be impressed with the importance of 


lier, Work with the newspapers, 
ministers, mayor, women’s clubs and 
others, he said, and put on a mid- 
night benefit show for the cause, if 
possible. Show good will, he insisted, 
what it means, 
courteous, 
partially with the pub 


making friends, being 
honest, dealing im- 


lic, and fair 


lair, 


and honest with employe 


Ba ( K ] ) Metro's 
Coast publ ra a talk last night 
(Tuesday) at Hun College, N. Y., 
) Motion Pict I | Kies- 
ling abo i a yuntry- 
wide tour, visiting nportant news- 
papers in each city anda conierring 
with editors about special copy from 


Hollywood 


POOL ON G.0.H. AND RKO 
23D ST. THEATRES, N. Y. 


The rebuilding of the old Grand 
Opera House, N. Y., by RKO will 
volve $1,000,000 but 


in- 
the theatre, whe 
open, will not 
vaudeville G.O.H. was a 
standby of the 1] 


ready to play 
vaude 
side for 
independent op- 
house 
siving it 
the Pal- 


theatres 


ywer west 
unde 

RKO w 
run neighborhood, 
day-and-date with 
St., and other ‘A’ 
Greater N.Y 
the G.O.H. is ready to open 
around Sept. 1, the Harrison Amuse’ 
Co i many years, 
will old Proctor’s 23d 
St. in with RKO. 
G.O.H., at that time, will be operated 
RKO, Hart Amuse’ 


ssOoCclialion Were, 


eration ll make the 
a first 
product 
ace, 8lst 
of the 


+) c 
String, 


operators of it for 


take over the 


association 


solely by on 


having no a 


| Philly’s Drive for Good 
Friday’s 3-Hr. Shutdown 


Philadelphia, March 22 


he hee 


Attempt again being made here 
this year to get all pix houses to 


shutter from 12 noon until 3 p.m. on 
| Good Friday (April 15). Members of 
Citizens’ Good Fr: Observance 
Committee have sent letters to all 
| operators asking them to observe the 
| closing. 

Idea was first tried here last year, 
|; With about half the houses co-oping. 


iday 


Sub-Subsid Corps. 


| The formation of 
subsidiary companies is the latest 
wrinkle with large theatre chains. 
The separate units may be operated 
on their own and in some cases 
| where this is being done or planned 


supplemental 


{the units are acquiring or building | 


} 


theatres. 

One of these sub-circuits has been 
set up by Balaban & Katz, with 
Harry Balaban, brother of John, 
operator of B&K, in charge, The 
Esquire, in Chicago, was just re- 
cently opened this subsidiary 
| B&K unit 


by 


_Vet Exhib Retiring 


Philadelphia, March 22. 


earliest exhibs and oldest in years of 
| service, will retire from the industry 
| April 1. In the exhibition biz for 
| more than 35 years, he has operated 
eight houses during that time. His 
first was the Avenue, Manayunk, and 
| his last the Walton, which he has run 
\for more than 20 years. 

It was recently purchased from 
him by Affiliated Theatres Circuit, 
| Inc. McMahon is past 70 


$634 Nabe’s Stickup 

Rochester, N. Y., March 22 
Cracksmen smashed in 
| Murray theatre, nabe, and got away 


| 
| 


safe 


with $634 in cash. Discovery made} 
at 3:30 a. m. when carting company 
stopped to pick up a box of film. | 
Police were unable to find finger- 
prints or other clues 

Four vears ago, Manager William 
Tishkoff said, a similar break netted 
$400. 

Philadelphia, March 22 

Burglars broke into the Palace 
here Sunday night, blew open the 
safe and rifled t of about $300 
Robbery was discovered by police 


early Monday mornin 


The | 


John F. McMahon, one of Philly’s | 


the 





| Neely Analysis 





(Continued from page 7) 

has been noticeable, in the past year 
| particularly, that the time period be- 
|tween shipment of films from the 
| Hollywood studios and theatre show- 
|ings in first release has been les- 
sened to a marked degree. Dual ex- 
|hibiting has made its inroads into 
| film reserves, and with few excep- 
| tions, every exchange in the 
| tie area books pictures immediately 
on arrival from the Coast 

If each of the ei 
panies, ‘t was declared, would find 
to ke 


ni of having onl ive iea- 


domes- 


sht major c 
necessary qui 
the poi 
serve no » to compl 


Neely SYNOD rule the 


tures in re 
with the 
negative 
to nearly 
requirements. 

At the time neither it 
pendent nor affiliated theatres parti 
ipate in production financing 
business 1s operated on a cash busis 
There is no system 
distribution o1 


$20,000,000 above present 


present 


of credits, cost 


rediscounting such as 


+ 


prevail in many major indust 
The Neely bill, it is declared, would 
force films to intra-industry finane 
ing, completely revolutionary devel- 
opment 
Okla. Exhibs Agin’ It 
Oklahoma City. M2 h 2D 


Oklahoma MPTOA n 


ember 
leadership of Morris Loe 


der the I 

enstein, stage prex have contacted 
the state’s representatives in Con- 
gress, asking their support n de- 


| feating the Neely anti-block booking 
bill 


Loewenstein, who als) serves as 
national secretary for MPTOA, 
states that the Oklahoma members 


are supporting Ed Kuykendall’s 
statement in his recent !et 
hibitors that there is no condition 
in the industry which could not be 
| better corrected by the producer or 
theatre owner than by of 
legislation. Kuykendall the 
fact in these letters that distributors 
| could go a long way tou 


t 
ters 


to ex- 


any type 


stresses 


ard correct- 


ling booking evils by acceding to 
| the 20% cancellation clause which 


is one of the 10-point 
| the MPTOA program 
It has been learned, Loewenstein 
| says, that proponents of the-measure 
are seeking support through cham- 


ybjectives of 


bers of commerce, P.T.A. and other 
organizations in their efforts to gain 
strength favorable to its passage 
In summing up his views on the 
| subject, Loewenstein states that ‘ex- 


| hibitors must realize that Govern- 
}mental political entanglements can 
| only create grave danger to the the- 
|atre owner and his interests. We 
hope that the individual will meet 
this crisis by putting forth his per- 
sonal effort in this matter.’ 


Par May Shutter Its 


) 4,200-Seat Minnesota 


Minneapolis, March 22. 
Current developments, including 
| the spotting of a number of under- 
| lined important pictures into other 


theatres, indicate that Paramount- | -° 
| Singer will close its 4,200-seat ace 
| de luxe Minnesota shortly. John J. 


| Friedl, general manager of the cir- 

| cuit, admits ‘it’s possible,’ although 
otherwise uncertain. 

| A few weeks ago 


Par 
| notice on the owners of the 
that it will relinguish it next year 
Under the terms of the present lease 
operation of the big theatre has been 
unprofitable and Friedl declared 
that its retention threatened the 
solvency of the entire circuit. 


served 
theatre 


b ] . . 
Granlund’s Film Bid 
Chicago, March 22 

Arthur Willi in town discussing a 
deal with NTG (Nils Granlund) for 
the m.c. and producer to to the 
| Coast as consultant 
tures for RKO. 

NTG would also »w 
production ideas 


Two Pix for Coburn 
Hollywood, March 22. 
Metro has set Charles C 





’ 
gO 


yn musical 


rk ym new 


yburn 


legit actor, for roles in “Yellow Jack’ 
and ‘Lord Jeff.’ 

Upon completion of the = assign- 
ments, Coburn will head for Schen- 


ectady to participate in the Mohawk 
Drama Festival, opening June 1. 


|  WEAD SHUTTLES BACK 
| Hollywood. March 
Commander Frank W. Wead 
! tained his release from Columbia 
moved back to Metro 
He will work on the script of 


Citadel,’ which King Vidor will 


in England, 


pice | 
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pa nner 


| Opposish Gets Tough So Calif. Exhib 


Gives Em 7-Hour Show and Free Eats 


Taft, Calif., March 22. 
independent opposition 
town with thousands 
idmissions as a lure to drum 
trade for the opening of a new 


When 
flooded 


free 


his 


the of 


up 
iver of the Fox 


here, 


Hippodrome 


jecided to fight fire with fire. It de- 
veloped into a one-sided battle, with | 
tt Hippodrome drubbing the op 
) y r ) t 7 to oO ma 
( ! in doing it Angelich 
ip wv at is bell ed to be ain al 
tin rd f{ l th of a 
» HH ya l yrme i i] 
l nour ) 1certainn I ed 
t m at ) aved a } ind 
rane } 1L\ ym on tl aLre ran 
ma IUD Ol lo ive inem ) 
feat i ial and fi cartoon 
ho 
It was by long the mos sala day 
in the history of film diversion in 
this small oil-producing community. 
When the smoke of battle cleared 
Angelich had played to 1,231 mothe: 


POLITICS BEHIND 
EXHIB’S BANKO JAM 


Augusta, Ga., March 2? 


City court jury Wednesday (16) re- 
t ied not guilty verdict in less than 
tive minutes in trial of Frank J. Mil 
ler, Sr., vice-prez of Augusta Amuse- 


. accused of operating lot- 
minetcion with ‘cash night’ 
were brought 
against Miller, who is member of Au- 
gusta Civil Service Commission, by 
C. Nolan Bowden, ousted city stock- 
ade superintendent, who failed to ap- 
pear in court and supplied 
nesses for state 
Politics, Miller 
hind charges, 
warned in 


ments, Inc 
tery in ¢ 
sive 


“away Charge 


no wit- 
testified, was be- 
that he was 
that if he ac- 
Service Com- 
be out 


stating 

November 
Civil 

would 


cepted seat on 
mish 
against him 
Miller stated 
advertising 


warrant sworn 
that c 
scheme 
timulant, and different 
night’ in that (1) tickets 
night 


iarmance 


night was 
and busine 
from ‘bank 
sold for cash 
future per- 
while in case 
night ducats are good only 
day yn Which 
custome 


ish 
an 


are good for any 
at theatre, 
of bank 
for 
take 4} 
ing for cash night are not required 
to purchase an admission, while reg- 
for bank night has this 


requirement; and (3) patrons attend- 


one glveaway 


place; (2) rs register. 


isteration 


if winner attended matinee, 
duly notified. 


ing matinee are given receipts, and | 
he is 


| 


‘reen serial, George Angelich, man- 


and chiidren win INDO ton 
could only marshal an attend : 
of 172 youngsters on the da 
Angelich had a couple of benefi 
performances scheduled fou 2 
Thursday and Friday preceding the 
big day, but when he learned a 
tl id hou va . 
Ma to ! t ) i ! 
. ! | } »t) | y. j 
l ) ) i > 
} oatu la isn 
He had \ousand ) ro 
Va prin 1 ald tne o i m 
i ra L,or Rang 
a ( Ib mrmed i moO f ‘The 
Lo Range " & i at a 
1 head pal ts at two bits 
e invited to come at 9:50, pre- 
yared to remain until 5 p.m Ewery 
kid attending, and these included 
385) oépaaid idmissions 112) «under- 
priv ed children from schools and 
85 from various organizations who 
i adn tted ree reena re | i 1,002 
Ra ) 1 i 1 ! I dian wad 
) ) " rf lul 
) l 
Starts at 10 a.m 
S ! yovram rt 1 ry af 
10 am h ‘The Bu nee! Parc) 
At noon all children under 13 and 
, not i 30 {af = 
! nin M ic Hall Angelich 
romoted »b I yachetti and 
-se which he iimself cooked au- 
itin; nam,cotta ( pineapple 
ilad liced peaches with marshmal- 


ws, and plenty of liquid refresh- 
ment. Patrons were fed in groups 9 
400 at a time and it required one 
hour and 30 minutes to serve all. An 
idea of some of the merchandise 
promoted may be gleamed from the 


list which included 1,000 half-pints 
and 20 gallons of milk, 80 loa. of 
yread, 15 pounds of butter, five gal- 
lons of mayonnaise, three gallons of 


il, 100 pound of cottage chees2, five 
‘allons of pineapples, 10 gallons of 
50 carton 


peaches, of marshmallows, 


ind other groceries, bulk of which 
was donated by merchants in return 
for a plug given in connection with 
1 free cooking school mducted at 


the theatre. 
During luncheon there was 
and gom 
; 1 


resuming at 


th the screen program 
30. At 2:15 


itermission 


t} > , 
Loner Wis 


a 15-minute folilawed 


by the Morgan clown family. Then 
the Lone Ranger serial and another 
’0-rminute relaxation period during 


which prizes were distributed. Sec- 
ond feature, ‘Yank at Oxford’ (MG) 
started around 3:15, with the per- 


formance ending shortly before 5 
Taft is still talking about the big 

show and the kids are hailing An- 

velich as their own Santa Claus. 
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New York Theatres | 

















TODAY 
Constance Bennett, Brian Aheorne 
“MERRILY WE LIVE’ 
Starting 
Jeanette MacDenald, Nelson Eddy 
‘The GIRL of the GOLDEN WEST’ 


Ly APITOL = 
Loew's STATE 


BROAOWAY & 45th STREET 





Thurelay 
















TODAY 


ROBT. TAYLOR, “YANK AT OXFORD” 


and Big Stage Show 
Start The le 
Fredric MARCH, “The BUCCANEER” 


and 
LOUIS ARMSTRONG and Stage Show 





OPENS 
9:35 4.m 


tolpm 


Burr & 47th Ht 


ROXY 


| 
} 


| 


| Ernst Luabitsch’s 
| 








PARAMOUNT: ::«: 





‘Bluebeard’s | Guy 
| Eighth Wife’ | Lombarde 
| 


GARY COOPER and His 


| 
j CLAUDETTE Koyal Canadians 
COLBERT ELLA LOGAN 











Ith Av. & 50th St. 


“Rebecca of Sun- 
nybrook Farm” 


SHIRLEY TEMELe 








snase*" com.) wen ihe ope 
ae” MUSIC HALL 


“FOOD FOR 
SCANDAL” 





Spectacular Stage Productions 
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Advance Production Chart 


(Continued from page 23) 
Devidson, Harry Semels, Carlos De Valdez, Paul Irving, George 
John Picorri, George Houston, Nick Thompson, Lupita Tovar. 


Universal 


Lloy d, 





—— 





| New Theatres 





EXPLOITATION --: By Epes W. Sargent 





Charlotte, N. C. 
J. F. White. Jr., of Asheboro. who | Picking the Gals 
five picture houses in North St. 
Carolina, negotiated to build a 
new $15,000 theatre in Durham. 


Des 


owns 


Louis. 

Femme ams and professional en- 
'tertainers are getting their chance to 
grab a two weeks’ engagement at 
Kanchon & Marco's 5,000-seater Fox 


has 


Moines. 


President. which started out 31 in a city-wide contest being held. 

ee years ago as the Orpheum, will be, the winner of the contest will ap- 

Now Balance to torn down about May 1 to make . pear for one week with Al Lyons 

5 — New in Be Placed Stories in “@Y for an auto parking lot. and his show and anothe1 with Al 

Number ° Seraes a . : Bef P ra- Roy Lopovitz. owner of the Iowa/} Pearce and his unit. Entrants are 

ou ve a Cee Cas ve “7 theatre in Des Moines, also a theatre | being registered at the Fox theatre 

nrewee. Gere — — ai as 3. in Madrid, Iowa, has purchased the and then assigned to various nabes 

Total .... ese 50 28 . * “= ; Strand theatre at Melcher. Iowa,| operated by the St. Louis Amuse- 

Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: from Carl Parsons and will take | ment Co. under F&M supervision, for 
‘GOODBYE, BROADWAY,’ produced by Edmund Grainger; directed by possession April 1 Parsons has, the initial contests. 

Ray McCarey; screen play by Roy Chanslor from stage play by James ight the Avon, Keota, la. Customers in these nabes_ will 

Gleason; photographed by George Robinson. Cast: Charles Winninger, ; select their choice to represent the 

Alice Brady, Tom Brown, Dorothea Kent, Donald Meek, Frank Jenks, Calzarv, Alberta. house in the semi-finals to be held 

Tommy Riggs, Jed Prouty, Willie Best, Del Henderson, Jack Daley, Henry B. M. Goldin, manacing director of during the current week In each 

Roqucmore, Edgar Dearing. Kinema Amusemer Ltd., an- | contest two girls will be chosen and 

‘STATE POLICE,’ produced by Trem Cezrr; d rected bv John Rawlins; nounces a a e n 2, these winners will appear for . week 

original screen play by George Waggner. Cast: John King, Connie Moore, nite, NOrtnwe t eee rics, aaae as salaried entertain¢ rs with -vons,. 

David Oliver, William Lundigan, Larry Blake, George Cleveland, Charles! Plans being prepared by neatre ; Out of this group, during their ap- 


Wilson, Joseph Crehan. Pierre Watkin, Billy Wayne, Ted Osborne, J. Far- 
rell MacDonald, Glenn Strange, James Lucas, Roy Mason. 


‘RECKLESS LIVING,’ formerly titled ‘THE WINNER’S CIRCLE,’ pro- 
duced by Val Paul: directed by Frank McDonald; screen play by Charles 
Grayson from Gerald Beaumont’s original story, ‘When Johnny Comes 
Marching Home’; photographed by Elwood Bredell. Cast: Jimmy Savo, 
Nan Grey, Robert Wilcox, William Lundigan, Frank Jenks, Samuel S. 
Hinds. Harry Davenport, May Boley, Harlan Briggs, Frances Robinson, 
Chester Clute, George Meeker. 

‘NURSE FROM BROOKLYN,’ produced by Edmund Grainger; directed 
by S. Sylvan Simon; screen play by Roy Chanslor from Steve Fisher's 
magazine story, ‘If You Break My Heart’; photographed by Milton Kras- 
ner. Cast: Sally Eilers, Paul Keliy, Larry Blake, Maurice Murphy, Peggy 
Bernier. David Oliver, Morgan Conway, James Blaine, William Royale, 
Charles Sullivan, Howari Christie. . 

‘LADY IN THE MORGUE,’ produced by Irving Starr; directed by Otis 
Garrett; screen play by Eric Taylor and Robertson White trom novel by | 
Jonathan Latimer; photographed by Stanley Cortez. Cast: Preston Foster, | 
Patricia Ellis, Frank Jenks, Joseph Downing, Al Hill, James Robbins, Stan- | 
ley Price. Gordon Hart, Tom Jackson, Minerva Urecal, Rollo Lloyd, Morgan 
Wallace, Gordon Elliot, Bryant Burke, Corbet Morris, Ruth Fallows, Donald 
Kerr. 

‘LAST STAND,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by Joseph H. Lewis; 
story and screen play by Harry O. Hoyt; photographed by Harry Neumann. 
Cast: Bob Baker, Constance Moore, Fuzzy Knight, Earl Hodgins, Glenn 

trange, Forrest Taylor, Jack Kirk. 

Universal Pix Now in Production 


‘FLAMING FRONTIER’ (serial), produced by Henry MacRae; directed 
by Ray Taylor and Alan James; screen play by Wyndham Gittens, George 
H. Plymton, Basil Dickey and Paul Perez, from Peter B. Kyne’s ‘The Tie 
That Binds’; photographed by Jerry Ash. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, 
Eleanor Hansen, Charles Middleton, Eddy Waller, James Blaine, Horace 
Murphy, Roy Barcroft, Ralph Bowman, John Rutherford, Ed Cassidy, Wil- 
liam Royle, Charles King, Karl Hackett, Charles Stevens, Chief Thunder 
Cloud. 

‘SINNERS IN PARADISE,’ produced by Ken Goldsmith; directed by 
James Whale; screen play by Harold Buckley, Louis Stevens and Lester 
Cole; original by Harold Buckley; photographed by George Robinson. 
Cast: John Boles, Madge. Evans, Bruce Cabot, Marion Martin, Gene Lock- 
hart, Nana Bryant, Willie Fung, Milburn Stone, Morgan Conway, Donald 
Barry, Charlotte Wynters, Allen Edwards, Donald Kerr. 

‘AIR DEVILS,’ formerly titled ‘THE FIGHTING MARINES,’ produced | 
by Trem Carr; directed by John Rawlins; screen play by Harold Buckley | 





and George Waggner; original by Harold Buckley; photographed by Harry | 


Neumann. Cast: Dick Purcell, Beryl Wallace, Larry Blake. 
‘RIOT PATROL,’ formerly titled ‘HELL’S KITCHEN HAS A PANTRY,’ 


Roy Chanslor from original by Borden Chase. 
Gargan, Robert Wilcox, Nan Grey, Frank Jenks. 


Cast: Paul Kelly, William 


Warners 





Now Balance te 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Steries in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Peer er ene 60 37 4 13 6 18 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘BLONDES AT WORK,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Fra.“ 
McDonald; original scree play by Albert Demond; photographed by War- 


ren Lynch. Cast: Glenda Farrell, Barton MacLane, Tom Kennedy, Rosella | 


Towne, Donald Briggs, Kenneth Harlan, Carole Landis. 


‘MYSTERY HOUSE,’ formerly titled ‘MYSTERY OF HUNTING’S END,’ 
produced by Bryan Foy; associate, Gordon Hollingshead; directed by Noel 
Smith; original story by Mignon G. Eberhart; screen play by Sherman 
Lowe; photographed by L. William O'Connell. Cast: Dick Purcell, June 
Travis, Elspeth Dudgeon, Anthony Averille, Ben Weldon, Mary Maguire, 
William Hopper, Anderson Lawlor, Sheila Bromley, Hugh O'Connell, Trevor 
Bardette, Dennie Moore. 


‘TORCHY BLANE IN PANAMA,’ produced by Bryan Foy: directed by 


| City, N. J. Armand T. Carroll archi- 


architects Green, Blankstein, Russell | pearance, the outstanding entertainer 
& Ham. This Yellowknife theatre | will 
will be of modern desizu, having the | an 
latest in sound and projection equip- 
ment. It should be onen by the first 
of August. This will be the first | 
house to be constructed in North- | 
west Territories, Canada. 
Kinema Amusements overates in | 


be chosen and she will receive 
additional week's .work with 
Pearce and his outfit who move into 
the Fox on April 1. 


Second Album 


Following up the ides of a special 


|}dience re-action and business of px 


from Tom Davidson of Chickasha, i!. 
M. Lowenstein of Ardmore, Clark 
Abbot of Clinton, George Stovall cf 
Sayre and Clyde Young of Mangum. 
The ad was tied with ‘I Personal!y 
Guarantee That You Say That Ti s 
Is Bob Taylor’s Best Picture Yei— 
Johnny Wisdom.’ 


Spelling Bees Win 

Dick Moss, of the Fox-West Coast 
Carmel, Hollywood, writes he is 
cleaning up with a swing of spelling 
bees. Kids register in the lobby and 
five boys and girls are picked for 
each contest with topper getting 
prize and the others. receiving 
tickets. Sorted into age groups; 8-10 
10-12 and so on. 

Staged at the Saturday mat 
with the youngsters packing the 
ditorium to cheer their favoriies,. 
Makes for plenty of whoopla, and 
creates a very favorable impression 
Ties in with the present radio 
craze, but worked purely as a house 
event. 

Could be extended by having the 


nees 


aue 


| youngsters ‘spell down’ in the class- 


Goldfields, Sask; Fort McMurray, ; photographic album on the _ bigger | 
Alta.. as well as the Kinema and | pictures, Warner’ Brothers comes | 
Tivoli in Calgary forward with an even better selec- | 
it tion of 18 actual photographs for 

Macon, Ga. Carole Lombard and Fernand 

J. W. Peck. Jr.. has secured build- | Gravet in ‘Fools for Scandal.” Only 
ing permit to erect this burg’s first | 100 albums have been sent out, but 


it might pay to make up additional 
albums for sale. since it is one of the 
most thoroughly useful accessories 


nabe theatre. It will be house for 
colored in Vineville section. 


Memphis. 
Anne N. Labdell has accepted plans 


has brousht forward, 


|for a large theatre that any company | 


for a new $25,090 theatre at Rose-| .The examples are virtually the 
dale, Miss. | pick of the arge number of stills | 
made on the picture. are chosen for 

Philadelphia. their usefulness in newsnaper and 

Construction to start this month on other press work and carry suitable 
captions. All are on glossy paper, 


r hous xr D. R. Fau in an | : 
new house for D. R. Faunce Oce | suitable for halftone work, and each 


will make a first quality cut. Some- 


tect. one over at Warners had an inspira- 


Charles M. MacDonald, vaude pro- 





: , tion. Coming soon, ‘Robin Hood.’ 
ducer, has announced plans for a new 
film house in York, Pa. He will con- ‘ 
vert a factory building into a nabe Personal 0.K.'s 
500-seater and will manage it him- Elk City, Okla. 
self. Johnny Wisdom, manager of the 
Elk theatre here, used testimonials 





Houston. 

A small neighborhood theatre, cost- 
ing $35,000, is being built on the 
Humble road as the first unit of a 
proposed $200,000 community center 
and tourist court project. Mrs. Eliza- | advised: ‘Read what these Oklahoma 
beth Moody, owner of 300 acres in| theatre men have to say about Rob- 
the vicinity, is building the theatre |ert Taylor in ‘A Yank at Oxford’’; 
as the amusement unit in the center. ' followed in five boxed quotes on au- 


from other theatre managers to plug 
‘A Yank at Oxford’ (MGM) in news- 
| paper advertising. 

Spotting a ten-inch two-column 
spread in local newspapers. Wisdom 











Douglas Wood, Al Lloyd, Alice Lynden, Rex Evans, Peggy Stewart, Henry | 
produced by Edmund Grainger; directed by Ray McCarey; screen play by | O'Neill. 


| ‘MEN ARE SUCH FOOLS,’ produced by David Lewis: directed by Busby 
Berkeley; screen play by Norman Reilly Raine and Horace Jackson; from 
magazine story by Faith Baldwin; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: 
Wayne Morris, Priscilla Lane, Humphrey Bogart, Penny Singleton, Hugh 
Herbert, Marcia Ralston, Gene Lockhart, Kathleen Lockhart, Johnnie Da- 
| vis, Donald Briggs, Mona Barrie, Reine Riano, Claude Allister, James Nolan. 
‘PENROD’S DOUBLE TROUBLE,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by 
| Lew Seiler; original screen play by Crane Wilbur and Ernest Booth: photo- 
' graphed by Arthur Todd. Cast: Billy Mauch, Bobby Mauch, Kathleen 
Lockhart, Gene Lockhart, Dick Purcell, Hugh O'Connell, Charles Halton, 
Bernice Pilot, Phillip Hurlic, John Perrone, Billy Lechner, Billy Wolfstone, 
tl Bupp, Jackie Morrow, Donald Hulburt, Jerry Tucker, Jack Cunning- 
am. 


‘COWBOY FROM BROOKLYN,’ formerly titled ‘DUDE RANCHER,’ pro- 
duced by Lou Edelman; directed by Lloyd Bacon; screen play by Earl 
Paldwin from play by Louis Pelletier, Jr., and Robert Sloane; photographed 
by Arthur Edeson. Cast: Dick Powell, Priscilla Lane, Pat O’Brien. Dick 


Granville Bates, Grace Hayle, Dennie Moore, Roselle Towne, James 
Stephenson, Harry Barris, Candida, Kay Johnson, Cliff Saum, Dorothy 
Vaughn, Sam Hayes, May Boley, Johnnie Davis, Jimmy Fox, Elizabeth 
Risdon, Jack Moore, James Nolan, William Davidson, Franklin Farnum, 
Joe Hiestand, Ben Hendricks, Everett Vogan. 

‘LITTLE LADY LUCK,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by John Far- 
row; original screen play by Albert DeMond and George Bricker; photo- 
graphed by L. William O'Connell. Cast: Ann Sheridan, John Litel, Frank 





William Clemens; screen play by George Bricker; original story by An- | McHugh, Janet Chapman, Robert Homans, Eric Stanley, Jean Benedict, 


thony Coldeway; photographed by Wrren Lynch. Cast: Paul Kelly, Lola | 
Lane, Hugh O'Connell, James Nolan, Larry Williams, Tom Kennedy, Frank | 
Shannon, John Ridgeley, Anthony Averill, Frank Orth, Jack Goodrich, | 


Lloyd, George Regas, John Harron, Jack Mower. 


Maureen Rodin-Ryan, Lottie Williams, James Nolan, Vera Lewis, John 
Ridgeley, Walter Murray, William Gould, Stuart Holmes, Jack Mower. 


Foran, Ann Sheridan, Ronald Reagan, Hobart Cavanaugh, Emma Dunn, | nounced plans for 650-seater 10 be 


room, the winners to take part in the 
theatre event. Has all sorts of possi- 
bilities, 


Old, but Helpful 
© Heavener, Okla 

Ray Hughes, manager of the Lib- 
erty here, issues passes to students of 
surrounding schools who are neither 
absent nor tardy during a one-month 
period. During the month of March 
881 oaklies have been passed out. 

Attendance at the schools has 
shown a definite increase without 
junior-high raising its average from 
85 to 98 percent. 

Liberty b.o. is taken care of by the 
fact that the students winning passes 
are generally accompanied to the 
show by friends or parents. 





Dug Up the River 
Oklahoma City. 
Pix fans with sharp eyes and sharp 
shovels were invited out to the banks 


,of Canadian river to look for planted 
| gold nuggets to the tune of $100 pre- 


ceding opening of ‘Gold Is Where 
You Find It’ at the Criterion. 

The nuggets were planted ahead of 
time and the stretch of sandy river 
bed roped off. At the appointed hour 
all ropes were jerked and hundreds 
of prospectors started digging out a 
new river channel. 





Theatres-Exchanges 








Lynchburg. 
State, Radford, Va., has been sold 
by E. G. Jackson and J. O. Under- 
wood to B. H. Jewell. Jackson re- 
tains control of the Lee at Bluefield, 


|}and has announced he will build e 





new house there with Underwood as 
manager. 
Denver. 

Bert Burton, who was formerly 
with the Victory theatres, Curtis 
street houses, now back with them 
in the capacity of manager for Vic- 
tory No, 2. 





Los Angeles. 
Arizona indie ex- 
and Dwight Harkins an- 


Harry Mace, 
hibitor, 


built in Tempe, Ariz. 





Oklahoma City. 


House management shifts an- 


,nounced by Standard Theatres. Inc., 


include: Carr Flourney, from Circle 
to Ritz; Forrest M. Swiger, formerly 


|of Fort Wayne, Ind., new manager 


William Murray, Laura Jean Williams, Charles Wilson, Donald Brian, Spec | 
Eetty Compson, Joe Cunningham, George Guhl, Jimmy Conlon, George | O'Donnell, Paul Everton, Eddie Graham, Gordon Hart. 

‘CRIME SCHOOL,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Lew Seiler; | 
‘THE ADVENTURES OF ROBIN HOOD’ (in Technicolor); produced by Original screen play by Crane Wilbur; photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: 


Nenry Blanke; directed by Michael Curtiz and William Keighley; original ; Humphrey Bogart, Gale Page, ‘Dead End’ Boys, Paul Porcasi, Helen McKel- 


screen play by Norman Reilly Raine and Seton I. Miller; photographed by | 
Tony Gaudio. 


ler, Dick Purcell, Weldon Heyburn, James B. Carson, Sybil Harris, Harry 


Cast: Errol Flynn, Olivia de Havilland, Ian Hunter, Claude Cording, Charles Foy, Al Bridge, Cy Kendall, Vera Lewis, Milburn Stone, 


Rains, Basi] Rathbone, Patric Knowles, Alan Hale, Eugene Pallette, Mcl- | Alan Davis, Cliff Saum, Tom Wilson, Henry Otho, Jack Mower. Charles 


ville Cooper, Herbert Mundin. 


| Trowbridge. Melville Cooper, Joseph Crehan, Don Turner, Ethan Laidlaw, 


‘SECRETS OF AN ACTRESS,’ formerly titled ‘WOMAN HABIT,’ for- Joe Cunningham, Frank O'Connor, Jack Goodrich, Bobby Jordon. 


merly titled ‘LOVELY LADY,’ produced by David Lewis; directed by Wil- 
liam Keighley; original screen play by Rowland Leigh, Milton Krims and 
Julius Epstein; photographed by Sid Hickox. 
Brent, Ian Hunter, Gloria Dickson, Isabel Jeans, Dennie Moore. Gloria 
Blondell, Rosella Towne, John Ridgeley, Penny Singleton, Larry Williams, 
Selmer Jackson, Herbert Rawlinson, Emmet Vogan, James B. Carson. 
Grace Hayle, Marion Alden, Paulette Evans, Eddie Graham, Stuart Holmes, 
Jack Goodrich, Arthur Houseman, Jack Mower, Olaf Hytten, John Harron. 


Cast: Kay Francis, George | 


‘WHEN WERE YOU BORN” produced by Bryan Foy: directed by Wil-' 


liam MeGann; original screen play by Dr. Manley P. Hall and Anthony 
Coldeway; photographed by L. William O'Connell. Cast: Anna May Wong, 
Margaret Lindsay, Lola Lane, Anthony Averill, Larry Williams, Charles 
Wilson, Frank Jaquct, James Stephenson, Eric Stanley, Maurice Cass. 
Leonard Mudie, Olin Howland, Jeffrey Lynn, John Ridgeley, John Harron, 
Ben Hendricks, Gordon Hart, Jack Mower, Sidney Bracey. 


‘GOLD DIGGERS IN PARIS, produced by Sam Bischoff: directed by | 


Ray Enright; original screen play by Jerry Wald, Richard Macauley and 
Maurice Leo; photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: Rudy Vallee. Rosemary 
Lane, Hugh Herbert, Allen Jenkins, Melville Cooper, Frank McHugh. 
Johnnie Davis, Mabel Todd, Fritz Feld, Curt Bois, Eddie Anderson. Edward 
Erophy. Murray Alper. Pedro de Cordoba, Alphonse Martel. Rosclla Towne, 
Janct Shaw, Carole Landis, Diana Lewis. Peggy Moran, Rafael Corio, 
Gloria Dickson, Jeffrey Sayre, Evelyn Thaw], Charles De Ravenne. 

‘WHITE BANNERS,’ produced by Henry Blanke: directed by Edmund 
rOulding; screen play by Leonora Coffee from the Lloyd Doulas novel: 
photographed by Charles Rosher. Cast: Claude Rains, Fay Bainter, Bonita 
Granville, Edward McWade, James Siephenson, Frank Darien, Frank Sulli- 
van, Clit Saum, Jackie Cooper. Donald Crisp. Kav Johnson, Sally Anne, 
Jack Mower, Lola Cheaney. Vera Lewis. Lottie Williams. Tom Wilson 
Siva:it Holmes, Glen Cavender, Jean Benedict, J. Farrell MacDonald, 


Warners Pix Now in Production 


rected by Anatole Litvak; screen play by John Wexley and John Huston: 
from play by Barre Lyndon; photographed by Tony Gaudio. Cast: Edward 
G. Robinson, Claire Trevor, Humphrey Bogart, Allen Jenkins. Gale Page. 
Donald Crisp, Maxie Rosenbloom, Curt Bois, Bert Hanlon, Ward Bond. 
Viadimir Sokoloff, Robert Homans, Romaine Callender, Winifred Harris, 
Donald Briggs, Libby Taylor, Mike Lally, Frank*?nthony. Joyce Williams, 
William Worthington, Edward Mortimer, Larry Steers, Edward Gargan., 


Tower, and Dee Fuller, from Ritz to 
Circle, 





Seatile 
First theatre management change 


/in many months places Jim Clem- 
|mer back as manager of Fifih Av- 


enue. He succeeds Andrew Saso, 


| who resigned to take charge of a 
large farm in Santa Clara valley, 
California, 


Ron Kelly becomes new manager 
at Music Box, and Clyde Stroud 3s 


|advanced from d ssists 
‘THE AMAZING DR. CLITTERHOUSE,’ produced by Robert Lord: di- | Seoheum. Don’ Geddes 


manager at Orpheum. Don Geddes 


continues as manager there. 


Thomas Jackson, Georgia Cane, Loia Chaney, Mary Fields, William Haade. | 


‘FOUR’S A CROWD,’ formerly titled ‘ALL RIGHTS RESERVED,’ 
duced by David Lewis: directed by Michael Curtiz: screen play by Cascy 
Robinson; photographed by Ernest Haller. Cast: Rosalind Russell. Errol 
Flynn, Olivia de Havilland, Walter Connolly, Spec O'’Donne!!, Dennie 
Moore, Franklin Pangborn, Ward Bond. Joseph Crehan, Joe Cunningham. 
Lawrence Grant, Gloria Blondell, Carole Landis. Frank Coghlan, Jr.. Al 
Herman, Edward McWade, Arthur Hoyt, Robert Warwick. Frank Jacquet, 
Stuart Holmes, William Haade, Maurice Cass, Charles Judels. Patric 
Knowles, Pat West, Frank Faylen, Carol Hodgins, Sam McDaniels, Don 
Barclay, Herman Bing. 

‘BOY MEETS GIRL,’ produced by Sam Bischoff: directed by Lloyd Be- 
con; screen pley by Sam and Bella Spewack from their play: photographed 
by Sol Polito. Cast: James Cagney, Ralph Bellamy, Marie Wilson. Pat 
O'Brien, Penny Singleton, Frank McHugh, Dennie Moore, Dick Foren. John 
tidgeley, Herry Seymour, Bert Hanlon, Otto Fries, Bruce Leste: 
Hickman, Cliff Saum. 

‘MR. CHUMP,’ produced by Bryan Foy: directed by William Clemens: 
screen play by George Bricker and N. W. Hanneman: photographed bv Ay. 
thur Edeson. Cast: Johnny Davis, Lola Lane, Penny Don: id 
Briggs, Larry Williams, Chester Clute. : 


pro- 


, George 


Singleton, 


| Maloney, 





Onaha. 

Roy Palmquist new branch men- 
ager at Universal exchange effective 
last week, He succeeds LeRoy J. 
Miller who now moves up the line. 

Max Shoemaker will open his new 
theatre at Tabor, Ia. March 25. 
Shoemaker’s former house there was 
destroyed in fire two months ago. 





Pittsburgh 

Burtis Bishop, Jr., head of MGM 
exchange at Charlotte, N. C., has 
been named manager of the Pitts- 
burgh office, succeeding John J. 
who has just been ép- 
pointed district head for companv of 
territory embracing Pittsburgh, Cin- 
cinnati and Cleveland. 

Bill Twig, formerly with Para- 
mount here and in Cleveland and 
more recently with GN in latier city, 
has -eturned to Pittsburgh as wt- 
cessory manager of RKO office. He 
succeeds Sam Goldberg, who has re- 


' signed, 
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Hillbillies Just a Myth? 


Farm Survey, Due Next Month, Shows Little Differ-. 


ence Between City Folks and Sod-Busters 


+ 


of the rural which 


and Columbia 


Results 
NBC 
financed will 


survey 
recently co- 
that 
little difference in program tastes be- 
Also 
that the farm family is given to buy- 
ing the of package 
goods, including bread, as the folks in 
nearby urban areas. Book covering 
the findings of this probe will be dis- 


show there is 
tween farm and city audiences, 


same brands 


tributed among advertisers and 
agencies the early part of next 
month, 


Networks’ quizz, which was super- 
vised by the Joint Committee on Ra- 
aio Research, disclosed that the av- 
erage farm party and refrigerator 
had by far more packaged victuals 
than the stuff bought in bulk. Av- 
erage in brand goods advertised in 
radio, newspapers or magazines was 
over 75%. It was also found that 
while the farm women didn’t use as 
much face powder and lipstick, etc., 
their inclinations for cosmetic brands 
were not very different from those of 
sex peopling adjacent urban centers. 

Data collected by the networks’ 
survey proves conclusively, it will 
be pointed out, that it isn’t necessary 
to resort to homespun philosophy or 


hillbilly entertainment to sell pack- | 


aged articles. 


‘WHAT’S NAME’ 
STUNT FACES 
THREATS 


‘What’s My Name?’ program, which 
Philip Morris cigaret debuts on Mu- 
tual via WOR, Newark, this Friday 
(25) is threatened with a mass of lit- 
igation, Rockwell-O’Keefe, builders 
of the show, have already received 
letters from nine different sources, 
each claiming to be the creator of 
this game. 

Rockwell-O’Keefe admits that pro- 
grams of similar idea have appeared 
on four or five stations throughout 
the country, but argue that the treat- 
ment this outfit has given it is con- 
siderably different. This guessing 
game, adds R-O’K, is contained in a 
book published in 1893. 

(Variety’s review files shows thata 





| 


| 








| 
| 





in New York City proper 





Ready Retort Kid 


Philadelphia, March 22 
WFIL, aiming to beat every- 
one else to the mike in airing 


Eddie Cantor, who was here fo1 
a p.a. last week, put sptel-boxes 
in the Mayor’s reception room 
to catch the comic when he paid 
Hizzoner a visit, several hours 
before he was skedded to go on 
the Texaco show from WCAU 

After considerable wangling 
during which Cantor said he 
preferred not to go on WFIL 
because it wasn’t a Columbia 
station, he finally agreed. What 
he finally said on the air was 

‘I could be funny, but I won't. 
I'm saving that for the show 
over the Columbia Broadcasting 
System tonight.’ 











NBC THESAURUS 


SELLS “RANGER 


Chicago, March 22 


Deal has been made whereby NBC | 


Thesaurus division handles the sale 
of the WXYZ ‘Lone Ranger’ discs 
in certain areas of the United States 
and all foreign countries. NBC has 


off the air here and slapping the 
show on discs 

Maurie Wetzel, Thesaurus chief 
here, now on general sales trip 
through south and southwest ped- 
dling ‘Lone Ranger’ platters along 
with rest of Thesaurus service. 

While Wetzel is touring local office 


is under supervision of Bill Young. 


Sid's Sasian Pewren di 


Westchester Biitmore, N.Y. 


Association of National Advertisers 
expects to forego its annual trek to 
the Virginia spa. Spring meeting in- 


stead will probably be held in the} 


late spring at the Westchester Bilt- 
more Country Club outside New 
York. 

Well known in the advertising pro- 
fesh that no convention can be held 
Salesmen 


| ruin the convention. Socially and in 


program of similar idea, but titled | 


‘Who Am I”’ was broadcast over 
KPO, San Francisco, in November, 
1936, with California Home Brand 
Food the sponsor.) 

Arlene Francis, currently = on 
Broadway in the legit comedy ‘All 
That Glitters,’ has been set for the 
new Philip Morris program which 
debuts Friday (25) over a Mutual 
spread. Milton Biow agency at press 
time yesterday (Tuesday) had 
yet set a man, but Ward Wilson was 
deemed likeliest candidate. Eric 
Rolfe had been previously spotted, 
and subsequently taken off the show. 

Program, an_  audience-participa- 
tion one labeled ‘What's in a Name”’, 
may be fed to WNEW as an addi- 
tional outlet in New York area 
Blow is one of the owners of WNEW. 


DEANNA DURBIN NOT 
RENEWING WITH CANTOR 





Deanna Durbin is not renewing 
her contract with Eddie Cantor. She 
will, however, fulfill her final com- 
mitment by broadcasting March 28 
when Cantor switches to Camel. 
Then returns to Hollywood and her 
Universal picture schedule. 

Manager Jack Sherrill has 
talking to a couple of 
sponsors for the fall 

Corinne Jordan, KSTP St. Paul 
production manager, off to the Coast 
for a six-weeks’ vacash with hubby. 


| tively, of 


not | 


other ways. 
A.N.A. chief meeting in the fall will 
probably resume at Hot Springs. 


Vallee Show Production 
Staff Temporarily Shifted 


George Faulkner and Tony San- 
ford, writer and producer, respec- 
the Rudy Vallee-Royal 
Gelatin show, are not returning with 
Vallee from Holllywood Pair are 
staying on for a few weeks to give 
J Walter Thompson’s 
writers and producers on the Coast 
a chance to take vacations 

Meanwhile Gordon Thompson has 
gone back to producing the Vallee 
stanza in New York, with Bob 
Simon on scripts. Thompson 
been out of the agency’s radio de- 
partment for some time 

Hollywood, March 22. 

Rudy Vallee, who had the featured 
spot in Warners ‘Golddiggers in 
Paris.’ left here by motor last Sun- 
day (20) for New York, timing his 
arrival there for his broadcast a 
week from next Thursday. 

He picks up an engagement 
Paradise restaurant, on 


succeeding 


at the 
Broadway, 
ju st 


Bunny Berigan 


| opened 


been | 
possible | 


Keegan Leaves NBC 
Chicago, March 22 
resigned f 
join Carl Weston 
production firm, on April 1. 
Will be production manager 


Harry Keegan ha 
NBC here to 


radi ) 


program | 


has | 


rom 


OPEN UP SUNORI 


JOOIBILIT IE 


|'Use of Radio for Other 
| Than Direct Sales Adver- 
tising May Be Greatly 
Increased in Future 














HARD TO HANDLE 


Radio years to 
come should develop new sources of 
advertising 


broadcasting in 


from 
body of business men worried 


revenue among a 


about 
their consumer and political relations 
and anxious to adopt ‘social 
methods. Much advertising of this 
character is already noted. some of 
it radio, some of it using newsp ipers 
magazines and billboards but all of it 
| designed not to sell goods or service 
but primarily a point of view 


lefense 


In _ radio, 
good will have included 
banks, lawyers, munitions 
railroads, aviation companies. Corpo- 
rations falling within actual or 
potential shadow of ‘monopoly’ 
charges are increasingly minded to 
employ radio entertainment as a 
means to contact the public 

After experiments in Buffalo 
Seattle, through bat association 
| sponsorship of local dramatizations 
| designed to show them not 
ers and buddies of gangsters but as 
protectors of the public, etc., the 
| lawyer-sponsored advertising (within 


froups seeking public 


utilities, 


the 





as chisel- 


nationally and many programs of 
this nature are anticipated 

| In addition to those who have al- 
;ready manifest a self-conscious desire 
to initiate good 
through radio, observers are of the 
opinion that the networks and 
tions can do much to stimulate 
groups who may not have 
about’ the idea but ‘should 
thing.’ In this connection the recent 
bad publicity of the stock broker, as 
an institution, is mentioned 

Considerable attention 


will measures 


Sta- 
ther 
‘thought 


has been 


by business men who, in that state, 


16 years. because of political and 
labor conditions. A series of ‘March 


(Continued on page 36) 


)-A-WEEK 15 
MINS. DROP OFF 





Five-a-week quarter hours in the 
|early evening are one type of pro- 
| gram that has fallen off, C.A.B. rec- 
|ords indicate. Only three of this 
| category presently, viz, Campbell's 
| Amos ’n’ Andy, Sunoco’s Lowell 


Thomas and Wrigley’s Poetic Melo- 
| dies, 

In previous years 
| usually been six or 

| programs of this type 


h ave 
rk 


thera 
more netw 


JOHNSTONE’S ANNI 


Head of WOR Press Dept. Gave Up 
Art 15 Years Ago Today (Wed.) 


G. W. (for Johnny) Johr 
zt 


i 
boss at WOR, New York, is spend- 
ing today (Wednesday) spinning 
yarns of the good old days in a pink- 


sh nostalgia induced by 


jhe entered the radio bu 
years ago on March 23, 1923 At that 
time he was an honest piano-player 
with Lopez. 
Neighbor s back in Perth Amboy 
always spoke well of Ma G WwW 


(for Johnny), whose only eccentric- 


| ity was puttering around with a hay- 
| wire radio set in the attic It wa 
felt that he would overcome tl dd 
enthusiasm in due time. 

As an anniversary encore G W 
(for Johnny) will play ‘Nola.’ 


+ 


makers, | 


and | 


: | professional ethics) is now spreading | 
been taking ‘Lone Ranger’ programs 


lo some- | 


focused upon the cooperative spon- | 
sorship of the Minnesota Symphony | 


faced the grim arithmetic of a 40% | 


loss of manufacturing enterprises in | AFRA, he was called in by the man- 


eee a 


SOCIAL DEFENSE’ PROGRAMS | 





KYW, Which Pays 


SD 


Its Singers, Decides 


To Select All Musical Numbers 





Agencies’ Idea 


Opinion among 


New 


advertising 
York is that 


afencies in 


AFRA is misinformed if it be- 
lieves that one contract, bind- 
ing on all advertising agencies, 


can be negotiated by the ac- 
tors’ union through the Amer- 
ican Association of Advertis- 
ing Agencies. Not only certain 
significant omissions from the 
roster of that organization but 
its obvious lack of authority to 
act for the agencies in 
matters is cited 

Agencies that feel receptive 
to the AFRA, because a stand 
ardized scale of payment would 
end a certain amount of chisel- 
ing that the non-nickel squeez- 
-rs would welcome, feel that 
the actors’ union is weakened 
in making progress because no- 
body on the negotiating com- 
mittee has practical knowledge 
of the actual conditions of 
building and broadcasting radio 
entertainment. An experienced 
actor should be added, holders 
of this view opine, 


labor 











AFRA FEUDS 
WITH KSD, ST. L. 





Charges of violation of the Wag- | 


ner labor law have been filed by the 


American Federation of Radio 
Artists against station KSD, St. 
Louis. Action was brought before 


the Regional Labor Relations Board 
in St. Louis last Friday (18) by 
Henry Jaffe, New York attorney, for 
AFRé 

According to AFRA complaint, the 
KSD management fired Richard 
Pavey, an announcer who had been 
with the station for five years, for 
‘union activity.’ Pavey charged that 


when his name appeared in the 
March 2 issue of Vanriery as an 
officer of the St. Louis local of 


agement and asked if he was con- 
nected with the union. Upon his ad- 
mission that he was, he claims, he 


was summarily told, *You’re 
through.’ Pavey’s salary was $39 a 
week, 


AFRA national execs in New York 
state they have been reluctant to 
bring the case before the NLRB. In- 
stead, several attempts have been 


Philadelphia, 


oy 1 
Viaretl »? 
ry 


ressure, behind-scenes wire-tug- 
ging and arranging of pleasant little 
social engagements for talent by song 


become so prevalent 


pluggers has 
here radio stati 
squawk, Program 
talent is short-changing both itself 
and the kilowatters by using num- 
bers forced on it by the ever-present 
publishers’ reps instead of carefully 
choosing selections suited for pipes 
and program 

KYW, through Jim 
the initial step in 
| Plusgel activitie 

a flat edict that 
ram department will 
ng Talent will 
in the matter 


Ons I 


are beginning to 


director claim 


Begley, 
stymieing 
this week 
henceforth 


took 

the 
with 
the pro- 





choose all 
have no choice 


any longer, except 
perhaps to occasionally nix a num- 
that particularly dis- 
tasteful or inappropriate. Other 
tions have been mulling. similar 
ideas. KYW, however, is practically 
in a unique position because it pays 
its talent. Many chirpers on other 
| outlets are nitery thrushes doing the 
radio work for the publicity. Work- 
jing cuffo, it isn’t easy for program 
directors to boss them. 

On the other hand, some program 
| moguls, like Harold Davis, of WDAS, 
| are utterly against taking out of the 
| 
| 
| 


pel seems 


‘ 
La- 


hands of the singer the option on 
numbers he or she is to use. Davis 
believes talent is best decider on 
hors it can and cannot sing. 

| 


Al Watton, of the KYW program 


department, will select vocals for 
sustaining shows. Jim Harvey will 


pick ’em for commercials. Jan Sav- 
itt, wander of the house band, will 
choose his own for sustaining and 
will consult with Harvey on com- 
mercials, 

Begley let it be 
pluggers are still 


known that the 
welcome to hand 
around gratis sheet music and or- 
chestrations, But such music in the 
future, he said, shoud go to Arthur 
Hynett, librarian, for filing in the 
station’s morgue. 

| Under the new system, a list of 
| music to be played is made up one 
| week in advance. This is left with 
| the telephone operator, who may 
show it to any accredited publisher's 
rep. 


AIRWAYS, NEW, 
“IN IW-WATTER 





made to bring about an amicable set- | 


tlement. Jaffe went to St. Louis last 
Friday, but could not see George M. 


Burbach, general manager of the sta- | 


hrion 
that he was going away for the 
weekend, and ‘if you want to come 


down here and wait around in line | 


you'll have to take your chance of 
seeing me,’ Jaffe declared. 

If a favorable ruling is handed 
down by the St. Louis NLRB, Jaffe 


| St ated, AFRA will forward the docu- 


| forms to 


ments in the case to the Federal 
Communications Commission in 
Washington. According to the attor- 
ney, broadcasting licenses are grant- 


*d only if the station applicant con- | 
contends | 


the law. AFRA 
in NLRB ruling against KSD would 
constitute evidence of law violation 

Station KSD is operated 
Pulitzer Publishing Co., which also 
‘ontrols the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 

(Executives of KSD, St. Louis, in 
response to an invitation to comment 
told Variety the station preferred to 
say nothing at this time. A statement 
may be made at a later date or the 
station may decide to let ‘the facts 
for themselves’ at the Labor 
Board hearing.) 


speak 


Calox Scripts Start May 30 


Calox (toothpaste) starts a five-a- 

weeker over CBS on May 30. Brown 

* Tarcher the 
wp 





agency. 


the 


if 


network 9:30-9:45 a.m. 


Burbach said over the phone | 


Programs will be script, niched on 


Airways Broadcasting, Inc., makes 
the latest organization set up to spe- 
cialize in the sale of spot time on 100 
| watters in extensive groups. Outfit 
| figures on lining up around 50 sta- 
| tions outside metropolitan areas and 
offering them as rich local markets 
not covered by the primary signals 
|of major powered stations. 
| Forest Johnson, who comes from 
the west coast, is the exevutive v.p. 
|} of Airways Broadcasting, with Fred- 
erick Thompson, a Wall street opera- 
tor, named as his backer. 





EDNA WALLACE HOPPER 
SUES HER HOME TEAM 


by the | 


Chicago, March 22 
| Edna Wallace Hopper has filed 
lit against Edna Wallace Hopper, 
Inc., and some five other companies 
n Af] ited P lucts for $200,000 for 
4 i rendered perfo I ng over 
the radio for the ) tics 
Suit, filed here by attor1 Walter 
Beebe, State that Miss Hopper 
turned over her name to the < yme 
yany for he capital stock, 


10% of t 
she has not been reimbursed 


W k on the ether 


mrkK 


Ed Wood, WGN sales chief, to 
New York on a week's biz. 
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CRAVEN FORCES PROBE; BEHIND-SCENE 
POLITICS CALLED PEAK FOR COMMIS 


McNinch Tries to Stop, and Does Deflect, Fact-Find- 
ing Investigation of ‘Monopoly’ in Broadcasting— 
Congress Skeptical—Fear Self-Whitewash 


Washington, March 22. , the matter. Next attempt to block 
Unrestricted probe into possibility | the inquiry was made by Judge Eu- 
that monopolies have grown up !n| sene O. Sykes—whose connection 
the broadcasting business was voted | with radio regulation dates back a 
Jast weck by the Federal Communi- decade but his attempt to table 
eations Commission after 72 hours of the Craven resolution w as quashed 
bitter behind-doors fighting. Inquiry |4 to 3 Insisting on a show-down 


is slated to get unde: way imme- | were Commissioners Craven, Payne, 
diately. although machinery has not Thad H. Brown, and Paul A. Walker, 
heen ©<t up three of w hom never served on the 

First move to allay criticism of it- old broadcast division (Brown did). 
self and to scrutinize the industry's After taking time out for lunch, 
conduct wes voted Friday (18) after the membership Wednesday (16) 


two exceedingly hot controversies agreed, upon motion of Commission- | 


characier.ized by bitter argument, | er Norman S. Case, to put the ques- 
political pressure, and involved par- | tion over for two days. 
liamentary maneuvering. Vote on Log-rolling, button-holing, and 
the proposition was 6 to 1, with | other less genteel types of persua- 
Commissioner George Henry Payne, | Sion were employed during the re- 
ihe lone dissenter, favoring an in- | cess to kill the Craven proposal, 
quiry but objecting to the course to which attracted widespread atten- 
be followed tion and emphasized the split within 
Sailing orders, which do not stip- ; the Commish. — | 
wlate how the job is to be done, place When the fight was renewed Fri- 
chief cmphasis on the need for in- day (18), two members who had 


formation by which the Commish supported the Craven resolution— | 


can decide whether special rules are |Commissioners Brown and Walker— 


necessary to govern chain broadcast- surrendered to the interim pressure | 


ing. But there is an omnibus clause | and lined up in support of a new 
which permits the F.C.C. to delve | substitute which McNinch presented 
into zlmost any angle of the business | and which Sykes seconded. More 
it deems pertinent to the promulga- | heated argument preceded the final 
tion of regulatory policies. 

Craven Takes Lead 

Ai the end of a 72-hour tiff pro- 
voked by Commissioner T. A. M. 
Craven, the airwave cops agreed to 
undertake without delay an inquiry 
which will cover virtually every 
phase of the business except license- 
trafficking and political skullduggery. 
Gencral scope of the study is de- 
scribed as follows: 

“To determine what special regula- 
tions avplicable to radio stations en- 
gaged in chain or other broadcasting | 
ere required in the public interest, 
convenience or necessity.’ 

Resides this cover-all, the Commish | 
eereed that numerous specific prop- 
ositions demand attention, and that 
the study should be a double-bar- 
yeled affair in order to obtain gen- 
eral information on social and eco- 
nomic aspects needed in promulzat- 
jing tar-sighted regulatory principles. 
Arnong the particular points singled 
out for consideration are: 

Centractual rights and obligations 
of neiwork affiliates; amount of con- 
tiol chain subscribers have over pro- 
grams, advertising, and other mat- 
ters; nature of web program duplica- | 
tion; exclusive web-affiliate con- 


inate the possibility of a whitewash. 
Group which had sought to have 
Craven modify his proposal ac- 
cepted vital amendments and the 
proposition was put to a vote. 

Payne’s Attitude 

On the test, the McNinch resolu- 
tion carried 5 to 2, with Craven and 
Payne voting in the negative. Sub- 
| sequently, Craven changed his stand, 
but Payne adamantly refused to 
subscribe to the substitute. When 
the meeting broke up, Payne ex- 
plained ‘I am heartily in favor of 
investigation of the monopolistic 
trends in broadcasting’ but made 
clear that he objected to the way 
in which the MecNinch resolution 
was put across. Lone dissenter am- 
plified that ‘Commander Craven has 
spent a great deal of time on his 
resolution, and I felt it was not only 
better drawn but more compre- 
hensive and calculated to be more 
effective.’ 

Feuding about the way to conduct 
the inquiry was one of the features 
of the final session. After the 


(Continued on page 34) 





vote, with Craven insisting on more | 
definite clauses which would: elim- | 





Philadelphia, March 22. 

Lou London, of WPEN, un- 
doubtedly holds world’s record 
for meteoric rise in radio— 
from house painter to program 
director in two months. 

London was painting the 
studio when a gabber failed to 
arrive in time for his show. 
He asked if he might sub for 
the missing announcer. One- 
minute audition resulted in his 
getting the nod and he tossed 
his paint brush aside. 

Two months later he was 
program director at the Sta- 
tion. 








Radio—the Open Door ' 





—. — 
ee 


GET IT OVER WITH 





Reluctantly, under prodding and agains an internal lack of harmony the 
| Federal Communications Commission has at last decided to grapple with 
' the problems that have long kept it, and the broadcasting industry, nervous. 
Leadership in the move apparently did not come from whence it was 
expected but from Engineer-Commissioner T. A. M. Craven who, not being 
a politician, presumably thinks that the proper way to solve a complex 
problem is to begin solving it. 





Nobody can predict how far the investigation will go, how long stations 
or others may’ be kept on the anxious seat, or how hard-boiled or sympa- 
thetic the approach may be. But at all events there must be a net benefit 
to broadcasting’s ultimate best inierests to get the thing—-distasteful though 
it is—over with. 

In clearing the atmosphere by leiting fresh air and sunshine into dark 
corners, in completing the job of fumigating Washington's long-malodorous 
radio regulatory system, the F. C. C. investigation, if honestly and sin- 
cerely conducted, should be productive of good. It should substitute fact 
for gossip, clarify the whole problem. It had to come and this way is best. 
If ordinary common respect for people’s intelligence and impartiality is 
followed, Congressional critics of the radio industry can be cleverly out- 
played at every turn. Indecd a ‘successful’ investigation will not only take 
the F. C. C. out of its present role of shame-faced and apologetic culprit, 








Those ‘Listen 


To the Next 





| 

| 

| Saskatoon, Sask., March 22. 

| Irritation is being expressed at 
|lack of conneciion between an- 
/nouncements on some programs 
picked up from U. S. networks by 
CBC (government) and subsequent 
programs, Often the picked-up pro- 
gram is marked by the announce- 
ment of some special program to 
follow, but Canada does not carry 


would tune it in. 

Recent case was announcement 
during New York Symphony pro- 
gram Sunday of program of com- 
ments on European situation. CBC 
did not pick this up nor was any 
explanation offered after first pro- 
gram the announced show would 
not be handled. 


Dick Fishell Married 


Dick Fishell, WMCA, N. Y., special 
events director and seasonally Va- 
RIETY’s fair-to-middling forecaster on 
football odds, was secretly married 
Friday (18) in front of 20 friends at 
the Waldorf-Astoria. Bride is Doro- 
thy Daniels, showgirl from the 
Hollywood, restaurant, Broadway. 

Now honeymooning in Bermuda. 




















diacis; possible monopoly of business 


of facilities at command of the webs: 


dt Airy Mes : : : . : 2 
vetaalcratsce ee". Tke Levy Thinks Paid Prez Idea Oke: 


nature of service rendered by chains; 
competitive practices of independent 
end offiliated transmitters; effect of 
chain operation on indies; practices | 


or aereements tending toward mo- | 





If Good Man Picked Will Re-Jomn NAB 





nopolics or restraint of trade; mul- 
jiple ownership; concentration of | Philadelphia, March 22. 
control, especially via management! Paid prez for NAB—if he’s the 
coniracts, web affiliations, and com- | right man—is just what the broad- 
mon ownership. 
Congress Will Watch Ike Levy, v.p. of WCAU, told Variety 
Order was adopted under the | this week. Levy declared he, for one, 
ioe ‘ 1 | would be glad to re-join the NAB 
watchful eye of Congress after | fold rg eee P - 
Craven's attempt to have the inquiry | old and shoulder his share of the 
determine the truth of monopoly cost it > ore selection for the 
charses had been sidetracked by | S@/aried prez is made. His personal 
Chairman MeNinch and a minority | Choice is Merlin’ H. Aylesworth, 
of the membership. Action is ex- | "mer NBC head. 
pected to put a silencer on Congres- | Levy and his brother, Leon, prez 
sionel eritics, who have hinted they | of WCAU, walked out of the NAB at 
will keep their fingers crossed to see | the convention in Chicago in June, 
th:t the Commish does a thorough, | 1936. Resignation followed a dispute 
jyonertial job. 
Issue first arose unexpectedly | Brothers, who are stockholders in 
(16) when Craven, irked by delay | Columbia Broadcasting, have been 
in facing the issue, offered a reso- | highly caustic about the organization 
Jution directing a committee of three | ever since. Leon Levy last year said 
xnembers to conduct hearings and | NAB is no place for first class sta- 
otherwise survey the question of | tions because it is ‘run by a bunch of 
monopolies, competition, and con-)} small fry who are always knocking 
diactural relationships, besides col- big stations just because they're big.’ 
Jecting the data called for in his re-| ‘Broadcasting right now. threatened 
cent report on social and economic | with a hundred and one investiga- 
problems. 





Former chief engineer tions by crackpots who know nothing | 


| casting industry needs at this time, | 


over copyright situash with ASCAP. 


others hesitate somewhat before they 
jump in with their silly ideas about 
a flourishing industry which hereto- 
fore hasn't had the means to strike 
back.’ 

Levy believes whole success of the 
paid prez plan depends upon getting 
exactly the right man. Both Herbert 
Hoover and Jim Farley, who have 
| been suggested, he immediately rules 
|out. Their close connection with 
—— makes them unacceptable, he 
| Said. 





No Need for It 

Investigation of radio is unneces- 
sary, Levy maintains. ‘There’s no 
| Obvious evil which could be un- 
| covered by an investigation that the 
| FCC doesn’t know about and that it 
| couldn't correct by the simple pro- 
|cedure of writing a letter,’ he de- 
| clared. “The broadcasting industry is 
| the best behaved in America. It has 


| 


Reminders Irk technical. The system has been the true villain. 
sea : 


this to the dismay of those who | 


but will map the whole future progress of the industry in broad, clear, 
honest terms that cannot but be welcome to far-sighted broadcasters. 

| Under a sincere reform of the F. C. C. as opposed to a phoney-boloney 
reform, the business men of broadcasting will be able to conduct them- 
selves as business men and not as accessories to dubious deals and artful 
| practices. Commissioners, lawyers, engineers would also be freed from 
|} unpleasant obligations to play along within the realities of an unsavory 
system. Not the business men of broadcasiing and sometimes not even the 
| politicians have been the guily ones. Primarily the whole Washington 


| radio system has encouraged frowzy ethics—business, political, legal and 





Broadcasting will be in a far healthier state when the invesiigation is 
gotten over with. At the present time and almost from the beginning the 
| commercial radio industry has been reared on the rotten beams of Wash- 
| ington connivery that has made a hollow mockery and a sarcastic gag of 
| ‘public service, convenience and necessity.’ 

(Rensarks made by the N. 7. Daily News apropos both radio and 
films are the subject of an editorial appearing tm this issue's film 
section on page 4. 

Daily News chided broadcasters in the following languages ‘U p to 
now they (radio) have shown next to no courage in the matter of 
getting up on their hind legs and battliig for as much freedom as 
the press enjoys.) 


King-Maker Ethridge Goes Slowly 


‘Plenty of Headaches in Job of Picking Paid President 
| for N.A.B. 





Washington, March 22. 

Special NAB directorate meet- 
ing is set for next Wednesday 
(30) with executive committee 
huddling Thursday (24) to pool 
information about less’ than 
dozen individuals still being con- 
sidered. Executive committee- 
men insist nobody propasitioned 
so far, although roundabout in- 
quiries have been made as to 
availability of possible choices. 

Meanwhile radio tax heavings 
this session of congress looks 
very doubtful. House ways 
and means committee yesterday 
(Monday) discussed without 


propositioned, which indicates how 
tough the job is. While informal 
inquiries have been made, the execu- 
tive group is not in a position to go 
before the full directorate and say 
whether A, B or C would be recep- 
tive or what his terms might be. 
This job will be passed along to the 
whole group, because of its ticklish 
nature. 

Reason for the stall is unwilling- 
ness of Ethridge to accept the ratings 
of the persons in the upper brackets. 
Louisvillian, who has been dominat- 
ing factor of the trade body since 
last October, heard disquieting re- 
2 ports which prompted him to de- 
ph erg ae what hy Pa mand an opportunity to dig deeper. 
yg ng oy" gr omy be “ | Rumor about White House feelings 
+s erg? gil: A phn clean lis repudiated by everyone close to 








in accordance with Roosevelt re- | ‘he Situation. Yet it persists. Insid- 
quest for info on possible fees. | *™S *@. at is garbled version of oe 
Meanwhile, counter proposal ad- | Suggestions which Elliott Roosevelt 
vanced by some industry people | advanced when the special conven- 
who suggest cost of administra- | ‘tion took place. He suggested John 
tion could be materially reduced | G- Winant, former Vermont governor 
if all applicants were compelled | “4 Organizer of the Social Security 
te pay printing costs and other | Board; President Robert Hutchins, of 
expenses similar to court pro- | the University of Chicago; and Stew- 
cedure. j art McDonald, Federal Housing Ad- 
Choice of paid president for Na- | RETERNEE 

tional Association of Broadcasters is eae 

|a continuing mystery, with the board 


|of directors meeting to fill the post | McCOSKER-MACFARLANE 


| hurriedly postponed last week. 

Makeshift administration is likely to | WELCOME FCC PROBE 

remain for a considerable time. | 

Special session to name “the radio . 

|indastry’s Moses was seratched|. Alfred J. McCosker and W. E. 
Thursday (17) after Mark Ethridge, Macfarlane, board chairman and 
|the association king-maker, had de- | Prez, respectively, of Mutual web, 
|manded more time to look at the | jointly sent a wire to Chairman Mc- 
| Qualifications of the leading candi- | Ninch over the weekend inviting 
; dates. Other members of the execu- the FCC to thoroughly peer into the 








never failed to observe the intent of | tive committee agreed delay would |i"2€r springs and workings of 


so the need for an_ investigation 
| doesn't lie on its doorstep.’ 


. Criticism of the networks as a 
took a slap at MecNinch, who told | about the industry, but are jealous of | 


the National Association of Broad-|jts success, is badly in need of a 


casiers a month ago he contem- | competent and respected spokesman,’ 

plated staging such an inquiry. | Levy declared. ‘That's why I think 

MeNinch-Sykes Alliance | NAB’s plan for a salaried head is a 
Initial discussion of the Craven | swell idea. 


proposal was described as the fiercest | ‘A good man_ representing the 


fivht since the Commish was born. | broadcasters could easily cite facts 
Bic'ering broke out immediately, | and figures to refute the slurs being 
with MeNinch trying to sidetrack | cast at the industry continually. He 
the motion by asking his colleagues | could make a fool out of all these 
to anprove a memorandum directing | critics who don't know what they're | 


would make 


the legal staff to start digging into|talking about. That 


| system has gradually evolved be- 
cause it’s the only one that will work 


you can't get accounts, he declared. 


|any order issued by the Commission, | P¢eTmit a more thorough scrutiny of 


monopoly he called silly. Present 


| out satisfactorily, he said. Calling 
web shows acknowledgedly the best. 
| he declared the only way they could 
|be kept that way was by huge | 
|expenditures for production. Spon- 
| sors are n't willing to undertake this New York, last fall High blood 
| expense unless they can be assured of | fused to dive into such a mess: that - 

time on a sufficient number of out- 

em If you can't guarantee stations, 


MBS. 

| the records of those still under con- Wide pledged complete co-opera- 
| sideration. Directorate was ordered | tion by Mutual and the placing of 
| to stand by for telegraphic summons, | thie web’s personnel and records at 


| but oe is unlikely for at least | the disposal of the Commission. 
|}a weck. 


[March 21 assembly fertilind’sacea | Ae H. Samuels, WOR, Dies 


|of rumors. That the White House Arthur Hl. Samuels, 49, died Sun- 
| Was taking a direct hand (partly in- day (20) in New York City. A 
former magazine editor, he joined 
the production department of WOR, 





| spired by Ethridge’s quiet call on the 
| President 10 days ago): that every- 
| body on the preferred slate had re- | 


pressure and 
, caused death. 

Widow, the former Vivian Mar- 
been | iin, aciress, survives. 


uremic poisoning 


| the executive group was bitterly 
| split 
To date no individual has 
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Breadwagons 
spring, with the bakery advertising 
this area, 


(WHO); 


‘Lone Ranger’ (KRNT) but dress 


very old-fashioned, 


KSFO 





Bread and Radio Circuses 





in Des Moines look like 


Continental Baking Co. panel trucks carry heavy advertising on 
‘Pretty Kitty Kelly’ on KRNT; Colonial carry ‘Jimmy Allen’ sheets 
the Schulze Baking trucks carry not 


Ungles Baking Co, is the only major breadmaking firm in town 
that isn’t on the air right now and consequently their trucks look 


Broadcasting from beneath a large umbrella which is decorated with 
polka dots to resemble the wrapper on Holsum bread 
is airing his ‘Sidewalk Reporer’ h: 
Each program originates in a different 
always in front of stores featuring Holsum bread. 


Des Moines, March 22. 
traveling billboards this 
probably the most competitive in 


only 
their drivers in 


Streamers on 
cowboy regalia. 


San Francisco, March 22 
Dean Maddox 
ilf-hour three times a week over 


section of the city, 








Non-Web Stations Meet in New York 
For Battle Council Against A. F. M. 


————_ + 


Washington, March 22. 


Independent broadcasters who do 
not take network programs were 
summoned Saturday (19) to assem- | 
ble in New York next Monday (28) 
for a session over American Federa- 
tion of Musicians’ ultimatum, 

Special gathering of the non-web 
indies was called by committee set 
up within the National Association of 
Broadcasters following report on re- 
cent exchange of opinions between 
Phil Loucks, temporary trade body 
head, and Joe Weber, union czar. 
Simultaneously, all licensees in this 
category were implored to submit | 
statistics with which the bargaining 
committee can confront the AFM. 

Without committing any individual 
operator, the National Committee of 
Independent Broadcasters _ tacitly 
agreed to rebel against union dicta- 
ton, at least until after a fight. Cir- 
cular pointed out that the body has | 
no authority to huddle with the Fed- 
eration and cannot do so without in- 
formation, authorization and instruc- 
tions. Group, which is headed by 
Lloyd Thomas, of WROK, Rockford, 
Ill, added it will not accept power 
of attorney to bind any station, ex- 
plaining the only object is to help 
find a formula for fair dealing. 


Sign or Fight 


Indie convention, which will take 
ptace at the New Yorker Monday | 
(28), is for the purpose of taking | 
up with all non-web operators vari- | 
ous details of the problem. By that | 
time, the committee hopes to have 
received and digested info about mu- 
sic costs with which to counter the 
AFM demand that indies, like the af- 
filiates, pour 542% of their gross into 
the pockets of union tunesters. Com- 
mittee will try to work out standard | 
clauses for station-Federation con- | 
tracts, but will leave it up to each) 
individual proprietor to decide | 
whether to sign up or fight. Detailed | 
rates of pay and hours of employ- 
ment will not be touched on a gen- | 
eral scale, since committee feels local | 
broadcasters should work out such 
things with local musicians. 

The questionnaire asks for info 
about February grosses and 1937 rev- 
enues. card rates, transcription li- 
brary used, number of tunesters 
hired and details about the musical 
talent supply and union strength. 
Similar to the blank mailed all in- 
dustry members last fall by the NAB 
in anticipation of the futile attempt 
to negotiate with AFM on behalf of 


every station. 


Joseph N. Weber, AFM prez, dis- 
closed Monday (21) that Phil Loucks, 
NAB’s acting counsel, is slated to ap- 
pear before the AFM executive board 
toward the end of this week to tell 
what progress has been made in set- 
tling the problem of musicians’ em- 
ployment among the non-network 
affiliated stations. Indications are 
that the AFM board will be kept in 
New York to confer with any dele- 
gations that the indies in convention 
might send over. 

Upon the deal worked out with the 
outlets depends the 


non-network 


terms of the licensing agreement 
which the AFM will make with 


transcription manufacturers. Under 
a clause proposed by the Federation 
a recorded program company would 
be constrained to deny service to a 
client station not employing musi- 
cians when a competitive broadcaster 
me area has complied with 
he union's requirements. 
Affiliates Sign 
Committee representing the Inde- 
petident Radio Network Affiliates 





| Sanders, a 


ARREST RADIO PROMOTER 


Charge Joseph Thompson Misrepre- 
sented Radio Commitments 


St. Louis, March 22 


A warrant charging he obtained 


$1,500 on the strength of a spurious | 


radio advertising contract was _ is- 
sued Thursday (16) by Assistant Cir- 
cuit Attorney Olian against Joseph 
Mark Thompson, who formerly op- 
erated the Radio Productions, Inc., 
here. Specific charge is obtaining 
money by false pretenses 


is charged with having 
from Dr, Rolla L. 
dentist, over a period 
from Nov. 23 to Jan. 15 by repre- 
senting he had a contract with the | 
General Grocers Co. of St. Louis to 
make a series of radio transcriptions 
to be broadcast on 14 radio stations 
Thompson, who maintained == an 
elaborate office which he opened 
last September, declined to discuss 
the matter. Released on bond pend- 


ing trial. 


Thompson 


obtained money 


German Paper Attacks 

Radio Show It Formerly | 

Sponsored; Nazi Angles 
Cincinnati, March 22, 


Sunday matinee hour of German 
music on WCPO has, after a run of 


| over six months, suddenly become the 


target of listener complaints. Station | 
management links these attacks with | 
the editorial potshots that the local 
Freie Presse, Cincinnati's only 
German newspaper, started taking at 
WCOP after the former dropped its 
sponsorship of the program. 

Station claims that the break came | 
after it had insisted on censoring 
chatter sandwiched between musical 
recordings because of the material's | 
alleged resemblance to Nazi propa.- 


ganda. Freie Press recently carried , 
a front page editorial informing | 
listeners that the WCOP program 


didn’t merit the paper's okay and 
urging local German societies to pass 
resolutions of protest against it. 
Stanza’s new sponsor is Vernon's 
Electric Appliance Shop, located in 
Over-the-Rhein district. 

WCOP is owned and operated by 
Scripps-Howard Radio, Inc. 


Ridge for Congress 


Major Edney Ridge. boss of 
WBIG, Greensboro, N. C., has offi- 
cially admitted he'll run for con-, 
gress this fall. Idea was churned | 
by Ridge-whoopers for some time 
with the major wrapped in reticence. 

Now it's official. 


Melton's 12 from Chevvie 
James Melton and  Songsmiths 
Quartet to cut 12. transcriptions 
with Victor Arden’s orchestra for 
Chevrolet 


Platters currently on 365 stations 


last week exchanged contracts with 
the AFM In their letter to Weber 
concerning the transfer, Samue R. 
Rosenbaun and Emile J Gough 
chairman and secretar\ espect ly 
if the committee pointed out that 
thev were rely ) Weber's a r- 
ince that the Federation will not in- 
terlere tr | rf ord S 
ana ( ate) 0 signing a ili- 
it ore ) *f " *rY ' 

for t e ) rf miiracts 


; tle Orphan 


| stickers 


' vertising. 








Baer 





PHIL STEWART OUT 


Rebelled Against Lady Esther No 
Billing Rule After Six Years 


Chicago, March 22. 
Phil Stewart is off the Lady Est! 
program after six and a half year 


Blow-ofl 


1et 


as the period’s announcer 
came last week ponsor in- 
that henceforth Stewart re- 
main anonymous and no longer men- 


when the 


sisted 


tion his name as the spieler on the 
program 

Despite the direct order from the 
sponsor, Stewart 
moniker at the conclusion of his 
Monday night show. When he re- 
ported for work at NBC the follow- 
ing night he wasn’t even permitted 
to take off his coat and was shooed 
out of the studio. He was replaced 
by an NBC staff spieler who remem- 
bered not to tell the listeners what 
his name was. 


mentioned his 


No explanation given for the spon- 
sor’s decision to break down an es- 
tablished custom in radio of having 
the announcer tonsil his moniker at 
the conclusion of a program. 


Ovaltine To 
Stick Summer, 
Change Copy 





Chicago, March 22 

That there is a trend towards more 
continuaion of commercial 
casing through the summer months 
is evidenced in the latest big script 
show which is readying to signature 
okays for summer time. Through 
the local Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
agency Ovaltine will continue ‘Lit- 
Annie’ 
right through daylight saving time. 

Copy will be changed with the cold 
Ovaltine stressed as a summer drink. 

Advertisers and agencies state that 
the listening audience curve is level- 
ing off rapidly, so that the sharp dif- 
ference that formerly existed be- 
tween seasonal audiences is being 
eradicated. 


broad- 





DORMAN INTO RADIO DEPT. 
R. A. Dorman, executive at B.B.D. 
& O. in New York, is now in the 
radio department under = Arthur 
Pryor, Jr. 
Acting as a business 
latter, 


liaison for 


Atlass’ Father Very Iil 
Chicago, March 22. 
Frank Atlass, father of Ralph and 
Leslie Atlass, seriously ill in Henro- 
tin hospital here. 


Rural Weeklies, Increasingly 


scripter on air, 
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WOMEN NOT FOR GOVT.-OWNED RADIO: 


PREFER SMALL PLACE IN COMMERCIAL SUN 


Luella Laudin Declares Groups Value the ‘Big Audi- 
ence of Sponsored Radio’—Explains Misinterpre- 


tation of ‘Wavering’ fer ‘Warning’ 


Government-owned radio stations 


} 


are not advocated, 10r would time 
lonatior from such stations neces- 
aril be valued by, organized 
rroups This is the sense of the 
inion expressed to Variery this 


week by M1 Luella Laudin, execu- 
tive director of the Human Relation 
Committee of the VYational Council 
of Women, which is currently en- 
gazed in a campaign ‘to preserve the 
American form of democracy.’ 

Mrs. Laudin 


iat hex 


quite frankly states 
organization, and she be- 
clubwomen, 


and other organizations, are too real- 


+} 


lieves most pedagogic 


> 


stic not to know that they must 
‘follow the audience’ to get thei 
ideas acro and she believes that 
commercial radio has, and alway 


A little room 
rather than 
allotments on govern- 
nent-owned, all-educational or other 
non-commercial (and hence probably 
iull and uninteresting) radio stations 
eems to sum up the desires of the 
ibwomen, et al 


the audience 
among the commercial: 


vill have, 


} 
| 


ie time 


imp 


Mrs. Laudin is actually very pro- 
status quo. She bas no quarrel with 
radio as is. She favors free speech 
for her side and her camp, too. She 
sees the request of her group for free 
time entirely reasonable and states 
that many stations are gladly co-op- 
erating. 

It is true, she concedes, that many 
‘educational’ or ‘special purpose’ pro- 
‘rams and speakers have been poor- 
ly presented, have lacked production 
and have made little effort to dress 
u- what they have to offer in at- 
tractive garb. Committee on Human 
telations is trying to do something 
that aspect so that stations 
won't be afraid of driving away lis- 
teners. 

Word ‘Warning’ Not Used 

In connection with the letters 
ent to stations and the alleged 
faintly-erased notation reported last 
week from Philadelphia it is stated 
that the word was mis-read and mis- 
interpreted, It wasn’t ‘warning,’ but 
‘wavering,’ and this was a clerical 
classification for the multigraphed 
form letters. Stations were divided 
by the Human Relations Committee 


about 


'it came in the 


into three classes, ‘yes’—for accept- | 


ances; ‘no’—for refusals; ‘wavering’ 
for not decided. Hence the Phil- 
adelphia minsinterpretation in this 
matter, Mrs. Laudin explains. 
Greatest embarrassment to the 
Council in the letter matter con- 


| Clals’ command. 


cerned F.C.C. Chairman Frank Mc- | 


Ninch, who beamed on the Council’s 


campaign when Mrs. Laudin ap- 
| proached him in Washington last 
| January, This *ndorsement was 


mentioned in the round-robining to 
the stations. In combination with 
the supposed marginal ‘warning’ 
Philadelphia thought the organiza- 


itter, 


‘ 


Return Radio Publicity with Sarcasm 


Though in the last several years 
the big city dailies have relented 


' toward radio and given it a bit more 


recognition, the reverse — with 


vengeance—is true of the rural 
weeklies. 
Pastureland editors even send 


radio publicity back with letters de- 
signed to ‘burn ’em up.’ 

State press associations, which are 
operated for and by the rural pub- 
lishers, have moved in on the 
matter. Virginia a 

headlined 
under the head 


ssociation has 
‘This matte: 
of Paid Ad- 
Rates will be furnished.’ 
Stickers are slapped on the pub- 
licity puffs, which are returned to 
their point of origin. Texas Pre 
Association and the Southern News- 
paper Publishers’ Association are 
also curbing radio publicity Host 
of other rural publishers are work- 


comes 


+ 


ing on their own initiative 


Paradoxically rural weeklies “4 | 
to like the free mat service and 
reams of pap the publicist ant and 
had no qualms about plugging the 

hows by the names of the ) 


mercial sponsors. 


\Gene Zacker 





W. B. Lewis Ship-Shape 


W. B. Lewis, CBS v.p. in charge of 
broadcasts, repaired to a hospital 
over the past weekend in order to 
escape the incessant ringing of tele- 
phones, 

Lewis also figured that there mizht 
ye something organically wrong with 
him and the two-day stay would give 
the medic a chance te reassure him 
there wasn't. 

P.S.; Report was negative. 


Phil Baker’s Renewal Up 


Phil renewal option 
lated to come up for action July 1 

Agency on the account, Young & 
Rribicam, will discuss the matte! 
witn the Gulf people in Pittsburgh 


2~] , 
2AKOT S 


ie middle of next month 
Bob Hemings, staff pianist at 
WHAM Rochester, laid up two 
e! H disiocated .elbow, result 
of fa ) Helen Ankner and 


substituted. 


tion wa ul 1g he F ( Chairman's 
name as a ‘slug’ to get time dona- 
tions McNinch has been sent a let- 


ter of explanation 


Peace Dramatizations 


American League for Peace and 
Democracy has bought time for a 
eries of ‘peace promoting’ dramati- 


WMCA, N. Y. 
legit 


thei service and 


zations on Group of 
will donate 
will be 


pen-pushers 


radio and actors 
script 
written bv established 
on the cuff 
Series starts March 31, in the 9- 


9:15 p.m. niche with the script deal- 


ing with the Sino-Jap situation. 
Write who have agreed to do 
cripting chores include Sidney 


nha 


} Vial C B 


Kingsiey litzstein, Floyd 
Miller and Ernst Tolle: Top troup- 
ers in the first dramatization will 
be Hester Sondergaard and Teddy 
Bergman. 

Recordings of the program will be 
made during their live renditions on 
WMCA and offered other stations 
around the country in areas yet to 
be chosen 


Didn’t Want to Be Asked 
Washingten, March 22. 

Convincing proof that private 
are alert and willing to 
co-operate with the Government in 
exploiting radio for purpose of im- 
proving international relations was 
put on by the three major networks 
and virtually the entire American 
industry last when Secretary 
o: State Hull expounded the Roose- 
velt administration’s foreign policy. 

Supplying some of the most elab- 
orate coverage on record, the chains 
answered the threat of government 
operation by turning all facilities 
over to the U. S. foreign minister 
so. his world trouble- 
makers could be short-waved around 
the globe. Hour-long talk was piped 
to Canadian and British webs, while 
several international stations fired it 
at other foreign audiences. 

Co-operation of the industry at- 
tracted widespread attention since 
wake of President 
Roosevelt's efforts to make greater 
use of radio for governmental pur- 
poses. Everybody pitched in and 
showed the New Dealers that when- 
ever anything of sufficient impeor- 
tance occurs the ‘acilities of private 
broadcasters are generously at offi- 
None of the chains 
waited for invitations to carry the 
speech, but rather pestered the State 
Department for permission to book 
the significant discussion of foreign 
problem. and U. S. attitude. 


broadcasters 


, ie 
week 


rebuke to 


Educational Echo 
Minneapolis, March 22. 
direct, tangible result of 
KSTP’s educational conference last 
fall will be aired this week in a 
special program with 100 high-school 
studes from St. Cloud trotting out 


First 


| their radio workshop 


| with 


COsme+ly now, 


Juves, directed by Mrs. Bessie 
Stanchfied, former prez of Twin 
Cities Musie Club, on their first 
project have exhumed and notated 
Northwest's pioneer ballads. These 
were the ditties sung by the lumber- 
jacks and sourdoughs which were 
verbally passed down through gen- 
erations. Youths will warble them, 
background music also from 
high-school orch., 


Lew Goodkind Partnered 
With Calvin Holmes in Chi 
Chicago, March 22. 
M. Lewis Goodkind has resigned 
as v.p. of the Burnet-Kuhn ad agency 
here, and is setting up his own offices 


n association with Calvin Holmes, 


They wv devote themselves to ad- 
Vertising and radio counsel, 

Goodkind was formerly radio di- 
rector of Lord & Thomas agency 
here, while Hoimes has been in ad 
jepartment of Montgomery Ward for 
a five vears 


Ted Weems on Mar-0 
Chicago, March 22 

‘ns orchestra goes on the 
Mar-O Oil shampoo program for a 
15-minute weekly shot starting April 
2. Replaces Henry Busse orchestra, 
which goes on a roxd tour. 

Weems had been on the Varady 
folds 


which now 
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London, March 8. 
Second international spelling bee 
romoted by BBC and NBC not so 
Pot as first of series. due to British 
company choosing spellers incapable 


of putting a foot wrong. Line-up 
called for an actress, secretary, 
broadcaster, soldier, sportsman, 


schoolboy, banker and author, but 
for four of these grades BBC selected 
personalities equally famed for their 
writings and general erudition as for 
their stated professions, which didn't 
leave the American team the ghost 
of a chance. 

British side accordingly ran out 
winners by 37 points to 27, out of 42 
guesses fluffing only five times. Con- 
sequence was the program fell off 
considerably in entertainment value 


when the English champs were on 
the air. U.S. team provided almost 
all the fun, though Fabia Drake. 
beautifully spoken English actress, 
raised laughs with her distress at 
tricky words like aestheticism and 


rhododendron. 

Paul Wing (NBC) and Tom Wood- 
rooffe (BBC) were again excellent 
soelling masters, but the explana- 
tions and announcements preludins 
the program occupied far too much 


time, leaving little over half an hour 


for the actual contest. 
(‘BBC Region progrem, Sunday, 
March 6, 6:15, running 45 minutes.) 





Ben Bernie’s most recent (CBS) 
U. S. Rubber broadcast was only so- 
so. The maestro was not at his best 
in his attempt to observe St. Pat- 
rick’s Day and be comical at the 
same time. Switch from the Irish 
brogue to Lew Lehr’s Dutch dialect 
was disconnected as performed. 





Edna W. Chase, editor of Vogue, in 
a discussion of spring-summer fash- 
ions on NBC’s Let’s Talk It Over, 
hit the ball down women listeners’ 
alley and clipped it pretty consist- 
ently for a 15-minute period. Mrs. 
Chase’s material was good, her voice 
low pitched, and her delivery clear. 

She and the interviewer, Lisa Ser- 
gio, occasionally sounded lah de lah, 
but fair sex might not mind that, un- 
der the circumstances. Mrs, Chase, 
who planted the idea that Vogue 
‘calls’ the turn on coming styles, 
feemed to make and repeat one mis- 
fake in pronunciation or enunciation 
—on ‘fiture.” Word came through 
the loudspeaker strongly hoi poilish, 
Miss Sergio’s mike manner is a bit 
*grand.’ 





True Story program last Friday 
night (18) cver WEAF maintained 
slick brand of showmanship. Its 
taken-from-life human dramas are 
enough to make in adult literate lis- 
tener hold his head in misery, but 
considering the article plugged, True 
Story Magazine, the show seems 
ideally suited to capture boobdom’s 


attention. And that is shrewd ex- 
ploitation for a _ definitely typed 
product. 


Story caught was ‘Spoiled Darling,’ 
@ literary clambake about the con- 
trasting characters of two sisters. 
Expertly synthetic and played with 
forceful persuasion. While the varn’s 
essentially intolerant and vindictive 
viewpoint was irritating, it undoubt- 
edly possessed the Sunday-feature- 
section qualities best suited to cop 
the listeners sought. 

Cast included Elspeth Eric, Geor- 
gia Backus, Eric Dressler, Van Hef- 
lin, Adele Ronson, Erik Rolf and 
Gladys Thornton. All were convinc- 
ing. A. L. Alexander's slightly prig- 
gish moralizing was at least well de- 
livered. 

Commercials, capably handled by 
Nelson Case, were also incredibly 
hokey. Next week's show, it was 
halooed, will be a ‘romance throb- 
bing with the glamorous lure of the 
tropics.” Current issue of the mag 
carries a ‘thrilling, all-revealing’ 
yarn about ‘the mad glitter of 
j And there’s also a story 
answering the question. ‘Could a 
woman ever be happy with a hus- 
band who doesn't love her?’ 





Jchnny O’Brien’s expert harmonica 
virtuosity, solo and with band back- 
up, commends him for wider atten- 
tion. He has had enough of a build- 
un from San Francisco via NBC, al- 
thoveh that 10 minutes or so accord- 
ed him isn’t really enouch. 

Originally O’Brien doubled into the 
Poul Martin band, also out of Frisco. 
but lotterly O’Brien has been used 
as a unit. And Martin. very deserv- 
ediv, has been accorded an extended 
froove on his own. O’Brien’s version 
of Drigo’s ‘Serenade.’ for example. is 
something that’s worthy of being re- 
corded by a disker. 


_ Billy Catizone’s Swinging Strings, 
Ris-niece combo recently snotted on 
‘Nicht at the Inn’ over WCAE. Pitts- 


tTarshis baritoning for vocal variety. 


Overlong commercials haven't 
been scissored yet. 

‘Bachelor’s Children,’ which Old 
Dutch Cleanser airs over CBS on 


weekdays at 9:45 a.m., is one of the 
auieter a.m. serials aimed at the 
housewife. It’s on earlier than most 
of its rivals, so possibly it’s a good 
thing 1ts dramatics are leisurely and 
quiet. By the time the housewife 
has cupped the ear through all such 
shows and arrived with Myrt ‘'n’ 
| Marge (Super-Suds) just before 
| noon, she’ll need to have had a quiet 
beginning to stand up under the 
emotional strain of hearing all the 
harrowing experiences Marge has 
been having lately. 


‘Children’s’ continuity at present 
has to do with some members of 
ithe household getting upset when 


one of the girls (why, she’s married, 
of course) unknowingly permits 
them to think she’s an exvectant 
| mother. The housemaid had knitted 


two pairs of booties, and she cried | 


| when she learned the truth. It’s pap. 
but pleasant. Sponsor's plugs are of 
ithe saner sort. 





Arthur Godfrey’s M-W-F 7:15- 
17:30 p.m. chore over CBS for Bar- 
basol continues to fit groove neatly 
|for both sponsor and 


‘sought. Piped from Washington, 


| D. C., where Godfrey is mikeman at | 


| WJSV, the effortless patter gets 
across cleanly. Sings several songs 
of the pop variety, and though he 
has no ‘voice,’ Godfrey can carry 
a bit of melody and his jaunty man- 
ner of doing so is quite his original 
own. 

Hammond electric organ, chiefly 
used for fast swing, is good back- 
ground to contrast the 
lazy banter of Godfrey. 


on listeners’ subconsciousness with a 
| thud. 


Lux went pretty far afield (14) to 
plug in Mrs. Elizabeth Meriwether 
Gilmer, better known as Dorothy 
Dix, from her New Orleans home. | 

Mrs. Gilmer, whose Dorothy Dix 
column is widely read, did a little 
theorizing on marriage which prob- 
| ably sold with the masses who go for 
her type of stuff. She recorded 
nicely. 


‘Mrs. Wiggs’ has been out of the 
cabbage patch for some time. Just 
now she’s in Chicago for Anacin 
| five days weekly 10-10:15 a.m. She 
isn’t having a completely happy 
time, but then the poor—she’s now 
‘old,’ too—lady never did. For the 
sake of dramatics she just couldn’t. 

Need on the program is some 
humor, since the character is—or 
was—adaptable to such treatment. 
What is particularly worrying ‘Mrs. 
Wiggs’ these mornings lately is 
whether her daughter ‘Australia’ has 
met a really nice young man in ‘Paul 
Barry.’ That’s worried mamas on 
radio serials before. 

Scripts show a tendency to stretch 
out the single sequence over the 
chan’s eligibility and character. And 
_—* happened on radio serials be- 
ore. 

Chap the daughter last met turned 
out to be a very bad character. It’s 
two to one the new lad turns out 
o.k. If not probably both mama 
and daughter will need some of the 
sponsor's product. 








‘John’s Other Wife,” early a.m. 
serial which five-a-weeks over NBC- 
Red in behalf ef Edna Wallace Hop- 
per cosmetics, has sharply veered its 
theme from initial starting point. 
That’s sumpin’ in the world of fore- 
noon serials, 

Program started out as a wife- 
versus-secretary yarn (in the lily 
motif of radio, however). The missus 
has sort of bested the secretary now, 
and she’s apparently been read out 
of the scripts for keeps. That really 
isn’t helping the suspense very 
much, however. 

Now the man takes his frau and 
grandma out for rides in the coun- 
try where they meet poor families 
with children who have no school 
nearby to attend. Restoration of 
SEX would spirit up the program 
more than does a sickly sweet ap- 
plication of the syrup of thickest 
sentimentality. 

Acting job standard by any meas- 
ure, and better than on many of 
‘John’s’ rival programs. On the Fri- 
| day (18) chapter, the production de- 
| partment fumbled, however. 
would never be aware the group was 
| Tiding in a car until fact was orally 

establisned. 





|. Songshop program over WABC- 
| CBS last Friday night (18) for Coca- 
|Cola rang up a pretiy high 





| 
| 


rage 
er s giving nlf. raalele | . : 
burth, . tho _ hour weekly | for the variety type show. ‘al 
i _muc -needed musical punch.| kinds of musie on the sta: re 
“* ATE sem ar » q lle } . ‘oe . ’ 7 
re ls ay inzements are well handled | each satisfactory and well blended. 
and pad zing to pace in general, and | However, the inning would come 


voral sections in particular. 
Soloists are mostly of the hot stvle 


fd sccompaniment is now twice as 


-| personality to lend and 


Jaracter 
color to the nroceedings. As it is. 


effective as under old set-un. Wike- | the affair is slightly on the innocuous 
wise new and tasty on Victor Brew-j| side. (A result of spe-cor prejudice 
jnv-cnonsored  prorram is male | against much that's sugecested—trade 
chores labeled the Pilseneers. who! gaccip.) ih iia 


come throush with 
yoorchinrs ensembles Those 
Girle <fill] hesrine the hrimt 
tively and individually, 


same rencine 
Three | Crumit. the 
eollec- 
with Tommy 


With Del Sharbutt replacing Frank 
resular now in- 
cludes Alice Cornett. Reed Kennedy. 
Nadine Connor and Gus Haenschen’s 


cast 


audience | 


drawling, ' 
The plugs | 
just drift aver—but probably land | 


One | 


closer to a bull’s-eye if it had a sock | 


| orchestra. Singin’ Sam guested on 
the session caught. Without follow- 
ing Crumit’s lead of m.c.-ing and 


|singing, Sharbutt merely intros the | 


turns, which he does in direct and 
ingratiating fashion. : 

Each performer was on for a pair 
of numbers, Miss Connor leading the 
pack with a zipping rendition of 
‘Cielita Linda,’ infectious Mexican 
ballad with pleniy of castanet sea- 
soning and ample field for her clear 
soprano pipes. Singin’ 
efforts were the Bert Williams num- 
ber, ‘Somebody Else, Not Me,’ which 
wasn't up to the original, and ‘Lone- 


some Road,’ whieh was poorly done. | 
vere ‘Yankee | 


Haenschen’s offerings 
Rose,’ ‘Midnight in Paris’ and ‘Stili 
in the Night.’ of which the last two 
rang the bell Commercials, which 
plugged the ‘pause that refreshes’ 
theme, were to the point and carried 
a punch. 


San Juan Capistrane in Cali- 
fornia is the annual scene of a 
‘miracle’ when swallows appear 


regularly on St. Joseph’s Day. Which 
event got NBC hot and _ bothered 
again in 1938 and resulted in a 
stammering sustainer in 


horribly nervous padre and the 


sion that the red network was still 
|on the air. Numerous pauses and 
| awkwardnesses. 


Beginning with the statement that | 


the old Mission was so restful and 
quiet, the next step, a solo on a 
wheezy. ancient and harrowing 
organ, destroyed the peace and defied 
rest. The answer to the bad reputa- 
tion of sustainers. 





Justified comment, even when say- 
| ing a good word for the third broad- 


cast of the brewers’ cooperative pro- | 


gram over CBS, is this: ‘Why couldn't 
you (whoever ‘you’ is in this medley 
| of sponsors and in-betweeners) have 
| done this in the first place?’ Why, 


mercials find out the difference be- 


a ton of critical rocks tumbled down 
on them? 

VariETY, for one, asked when the 
Holtz-Himber-Husing-Thompson pro- 
gram went on the air, how such a 
nightmare as that inaugural program 
| could have gotten by the very audi- 
| tions and rehearsals that in theory 
| stop and prevent such horrors. That 
fenton is still not answered but 
meanwhile the third program—at 
| long last—did hold together with 
| professional-like adhesion and move 
| with a considerable ziv. And, best 
of all, Holtz, who had been just an 
uncertain voice floundering in the 
| cosmos, re-emerged in his legendary 
| role of a eomedian. He was, after 
| it looked for two weeks as if he 
| didn’t know how any more, funny. 
This was accomplished by letting 
him tell stories in dialect. Not just 
gags but nonsensical involvements 
of a lightly spoofing kind. Not that 
its any wow yet, but compared with 
its own previous standards, as evi- 
denced on those first two false starts, 
it’s considerably improved. 

Doctor having arrived, in short, 
the patient is now resting more com- 
fortably. 





Spring swan song for ‘The Shad- 
ow,’ sponsored by Blue Coal, was a 
gracious acknowledgment by Orson 
Welles, who personates Lamar 
| Cranston, alias The Shadow, and Ag- 
nes Moorehead, who is Margot, his 
femme aide. Letters will determine 
the return of the mellerettes next 
fall, said the sponsor. 

Per usual, this episode, tagged ‘The 
White Legion,’ was a thrilling, blood- 
curdling meller, certain to arrest 
many dialers’ attention, and, once 
tuned in, not to jose interest. The 
;commercials are judiciously spliced 
| in midriff during the most suspense- 
ful period. Each dramalet runs 30 
; mins. and each is a hair-raiser, 








RCA ‘Magic Key’ program Sunday 
(20) included premiere rendition of 
Ferde Grofe’s new composition, ‘The 
Meledic Decade.’ Piece is, in es- 
sence, a musical fantasy, which 
blends the evolution of pop Ameri- 
can music from Stephen Foster to 
present-day swing. Grofe took about 
20 songs and merged their themes in 
a highly adept arrangement. That 
the piece won't be adjudged impor- 
tant is certain; it is no ‘milestone.’ 
But it is an elegant 11-min. arrange- 
iment, with excellently wrought 
| bridges which Grofe originally com- 
| posed, of songs which orchs in the 
| 
| 





future should use frequently for 
long medleys. Sound suggestions of 
| Grofe are clever. 

| Among the songs, in their order, 
which had their themes threaded in 
are: ‘Oh, Susannah,’ ‘Working on the 
Railroad,’ ‘Hot Time in Old Town,’ 
|‘After Ball Is Over, ‘Alexander's 


| Ragtime Band,’ ‘St. Louis Blues,’ 
‘Over There. ‘Three o’Clock in 
| Morning,’ ‘Manhattan Serenade,’ 


| ‘Waltz Time’ and, for the final whirl, 

‘Stompin’ at Savoy.’ ‘Rhapsody in 
Blue’ \ 
Grofe batoned 
his number, 


NBC orchestra for 


Club, which made an oke novelty. 
if not a strong act. Collegians lifted 


voices on Grieg’s ‘Brothers, Sing On,’ 
Sibelius’ ‘Broken Melody.’ the amus- | 
ing lyrics of ‘Animals Acomin’ and 


‘Poor 
final 


Wavfaring 


one is 


Stranger,’ 
relatively 


That 


alone the Cumberland Mts. 


i) Zinka Milanov, Yugoslav soprano, 


Sam’s two | 


which the} 


terribly pressed announcer struggled | 
for 15 minutes to keep up the illu- | 


in other words, must network com- | 


tween bungling and finesse only after | 


vas inserted at two junctures. | 


Also guesting was the Yale Glee 


one _ obscure: it’s 
a ‘white’ spiritual. sung by hillbillies 





|: ‘TALENT MILLS 
No. 5—WOR, N. Y. 


Starting as a rock-crusher 
unit in 1922, WOR was a vague 
noise in the cosmos interrupted 
by Al McCosker, probably 
America’s first film chatterer to 
broadcast. McCosker’ hung 
around and got to be president 
for 78 G’s...not to mention 
Martha Deane (Ma:y Margaret 
McBride) a victim of a series 
of salary boosts to 52 G's. Cul- 
turally WOR had the Philhar- 
monic first and dinner 
was its hot novelty way 
when. 

Charlie Chaplin is in the rec- 
ord as broadcasting over WOR. 
Which cured him more or less 
permanently. Sir Thomas Lip- 
ton guested for the station and 
so did Thomas A. Edison. For 
thanks. Houdini was a big hulla- 
balloo-stirrer over WOR. 

WOR has been keeping metro- 

politan N. Y. in physical shape 
i} since 1923. Thousands have 
been turning over in tempo to 
| the early morning beat of Ar- 
thur Bagley, Bernarr Macfad- 
den and John B. Gambling, 
the three bend-downers that 
have spanned an uninterrupted 
15-year national groan. 
Frances Langford. Nelson Eddy, 
| Lucille Manners, Gabriel Heat- 
| ter, Rudy Vallee and Pic and 
|! Pat were early WORers...Jack 
Poppele, chief engineer, put the 
the station on the air and has 
nursed a mania to make it 
louder ever since. Station went 
| to Harvard for its general man- 
ager, Ted Streibert, and to sea 
for its artists bureau, Nat 
Abramson. 


music 


back 











who joined the Met opera this sea- 
son, made her first air appearance 
on the program and 
smartly. Her pipes are well educated 
and possessed of fine tonal color 
and strong fibre. Numbers were the 
‘Suicidio’ aria from  Ponchielli’s 
opera, ‘La Gioconda,’ a slice from 
‘Cavalleria Rusticana,’ and Strauss 
‘Dream of Twilight.’ 

Linton Wells, regularly on pro- 
gram as perambulating interviewer, 
was picked up for his remote from 
Montreal, where he quizzed John 
Bassett, publisher of the Gazette in 
that town, on American-Canadian 
relations. Nothing new, but o.k. 
stuff and not too humdrum as are 
often the interviews of Wells. 

Against all the lofty-brow stuff, 
NBC orchestra offered ‘The Toy 
Trumpet.’ It was pretty much lost 
in the shuffle, especially as it was 
poorly placed—just ahead of the 
Grofe composition. 

Indorsements of RCA’s radio sets 
were read—one from Dr. Damrosch. 


——— 


Joe Penner program Sunday (20) 
for Coco-Malt had good situations in 
the comedy bits and swell trouping; 
poor puns hurt considerably and the 
smart lines did not wholly offset an 
arm-length-long list of ‘the lowest 
form of humor.’ Musical side of the 
show had but scanty opportunity. 
Happier layout would have found 
these broadened and the weaker ele- 
ments of the script jettisoned. 

Show, of course, has to meet a 
delicate balance, aiming primarily 
at the children, yet the material must 
be fibred to hold adults in the family 
audience sought. 

Stooges of various descriptions 
were all effective, fortifving the se- 
quences considerably. Penner was, 
of course, Penner. His style is good, 
has always been that and his per- 
sonality a distinctive one. 

Gene Austin was heard from only 
once, light-tenoring and guitar-ac- 
comping ‘It’s Wonderful.’ Jimmy 
Grier’s orchestra also had but one 
bit, romping through ‘I Was Doing 
All Right,’ with lyrics vocalized by 
pert rhythm singer Julia Gibson. 

Those anonymous testimonial plugs 
for Coco-Malt could have been bet- 
ter. Average listener must by now 
discount anonymous testimonials. 


‘True or False’ quiz, which Wil- 
liams Shaving sponsors over Mutual, 
had six radio editors teamed against 
|six lassies from the B. & O. railroad 
lon its session Monday (21). Having 
the radio reviewers was quite a 
|stunt; a better stunt would 
|been to oppose them with actors. 
|That was the original idea of the 
J. Walter Thompson agency, but was 
scrapped because of possible compli- 
cations. What if the actors whipped 
the boys who are supposed to know 
j}all about it? Or maybe the actors 
expected to be paid? In fact, one of 
| the radio eds had that idea also— 
| 





about $150 worth. 

Editors won, because book-reading 
| Aaron Stein (N. Y. Post) stood up 
j last. Didn’t get much support from 
| his colleagues, and just about single- 
| handedly bested the girls. Dints 
Doyle (N. Y. Journal-American), 
i|who supplied some humor with 
|) asides (apparently not plotted in ad- 
; vance) went down on the fifth ques- 
jtion. Jo Ranson (Brooklyn Eagle) 
|missed his first. Ken Purdy ‘(Radic 


shaped up|! 


| CARROLL LEVIS 
English Amateurs 

60 Mins, 

| Wednesday, 8:15 p. m. 
| BBC, London 





London, March 12. 

Rating as a British Major Bowes, 
|Carroll Levis broucht his ‘discov- 
,eries’ to the BBC mike on a 60- 
minute program ranking preity high 
as entertainment. Levis, a top-notch 
| compere for material of the type, 
|has a breezy personality, his com- 
|ments are light, but not fresh, and he 
| obviously has ability to put nervous 
| performers at their ease. 

Show comprised 15 vaudeville un- 
knowns. Their stuff ranged from 
| very good to average. Material was 
| varied and interspersed with cross- 
talk, which gave it human value, 
| final effect being to display a great 


| 
| 
' 


deal of useful talent, which surely 
| will be used professionally. 

| High spots included Potter Bros., 
a trio of milkmen who sang and 


|played a Hawaiian medley with the 
|assurance of veterans; George Bee- 
ton, a car salesman with a novel 
technique in imitating unusual 
noises; George McFee, a bird imita- 
|tor with beautifully fluid vocal ef- 
fects; Ken Warner, impersonator of 
radio and screen stars, with a good 
comedy act; and Sidney Garland 
(now at the May Fair Hotc'). whose 
number had true professional touch. 


Many of the turns might have im- 
proved had they not based their acts 
too slavishly on those of established 
radio stars; carbon copies of the 
Mills Bros., the Boswell Sisters, 
Gracie Fields and others did not 
carry much entertainment after the 
aciual thing. 








‘THE TERRIBLE MEEK’ 

| With Hilda Spong, James Bel), Reg- 
inald Bates 

| 30 Mins.—Local 

| Sustaining 

| Sunday, 8 p. m. 

| WMCA, New York 


Anglican church of St. Marvy the 
| Virgin, which fringes Times Squzre 
and has many actors in iis congrega- 
| tion, promoted time from the station 
| for a series of Lenten dramatizations. 
| Actors from the parish cuffe their 
| services. 

First was downright disappointing. 
| Maryverne Jones adapted Charles 
Rann Kennedy’s pre-war play and it 
| was so done there was really no 
|playlet at all. Just three actors read- 
| ing lines. Locale was Jerusalem after 
| Christ's crucifixion. Bell was a ‘cap- 
j tain’ in the Roman Army, Bates a 
buck private (with a Cockney ac- 
cent!), and Miss Spong the Mother of 
| Christ. 
| Whatever drama lurked jin the 
| Pages of the play was lost in the 
| ether version. Bert. 





‘WHEEL OF CHANCE’ 

With Joe Gentile, Wally Townsend, 
Bill Lewis, Bobby L'Heureux, 
Gordon Fleming, Toby David, Paul 
Robinson, Matti Holli's band 

Variety 

30 Mins.; Local 

PARTICIPATING 

Cooperative 

Daily, 6 p.m. 

CKLW, Detroit 


Lively and agreeable dinner-time 
participating musical show with a 
new ‘caption.’ ‘Wheels of Chance’ 
show has somewhat of 2 carnival at- 
mosphere with the wheel indicating 
what's next as it stops. It may be 
Baritone Bill Lewis turning in a 
solo; Bobby L’Heureux in a contralto 
offering; Wally Townsend at the 
piano or Gordon Fleming at the or- 
gan; Gentile and Toby David doing 
a screwy skit; Paul Robinson giving 
the harmonica a twir), or Matti Holli 
putting the boys through a pop 
number. 

Besides putting show through iis 
paces, Gentile also reads off a few 
top news stories of the day and does 
a nice job on cooperative blurbs. 
Likewise handles the problem of 
awarding $5 nightly to lucky Jis- 
tener whom he selects from several 
phone numbers. If listener is hear- 
ing ‘Wheel,’ telegraph boy is sent 
with order for $5. Pete. 








Guide) was dropped by his fifth. 
Jack Sher (N, Y. correspondent of 
Detroit Free Press’ weekly radio 


supplement) failed on his second, and 


George Opp (Philly Ledger) on his 
third. Stein breezed right through 
12 questions. 





have | 


Boys exhibited spirit; girls had 
chips on their shoulders and were 
|; openly eager to bump the boys off. 


| That made for good competition and 


|consequently ane alive’ prdgram. 
Harry Hagen, who throws the state- 
ments with which contestanis either 
agree or no, talked too much at 
| the start. It was a good six minutes 
before the half-hour show got going. 
Windup was almost as good és 
| though it had been timed. Stein get- 
‘ting the laurel wreath (figurative) 
jand $35 (literal) just before the gon} 
| Plugs for Williams were long at 
| two different junctures. Best blurbs 
jare those briefies slipped in by 
| Hagen along the route of his ques- 
‘tioning. Anyway, the snonsor wasn t 
|the only one getting praised. Cap- 
|tain of the co-eds was Margaret 
| Stevens, who works in the p.a. dept 
|of the railroad. Not only she indi- 
| Vidually slammed over institutioné) 
|Dlugs for the B. & O. when aues- 
tioned about her job and background 





}but all the other girls ditto’d. 














| 
| 
} 
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Wednesday, March 23, 1958 


SPRING OUTLOOK ON BUSINESS’ 


With Joseph M. Schenck, Tom Gird- | 


ler, Alvin Macauley, A. J. Byles, 
J. J. Pelley, Paul S. Willis, John F. 
Anderson, Morris W. Haft, Edwin 
S. Friendly, Hon. Daniel Rope r 
Symposium 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Monday, 8:50 p. m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
Paraphrasing ‘Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs,’ Edwin S. Friendly ot 
the American Newspaper Publishers 
Assn. read a little jingle over the air 
that summarizes the question posed 
— but not particularly answered—by 


this half hour: 

Mirror, mirror, on the wall, 

Will spring business rise or fall? 
[t was a marshalling of mouth- 

pieces for huge pieces of big busi- 

ness Show biz was represented 

( peaking trom Hollywood) DY its 


Joseph M. Schenck, who sounded an 
optimistic note that, despite the 
cession and unsatisfactory grosses at 
the moment, the film companies were 
-oing ahead with large budgets and 
a determined effort to wham ove 
product that would command proiits. 

Schenck declared Hollywood was 
doing its utmost to further prosper- 
ity we know must come. Said that 
industry has never had so many im- 
portant and costly pictures in pro- 
juction than now. Declared tem- 
porary discouragements ‘cannot stifle 
creative business of picture making 
and industry has every confidence in 
future.’ 

Schenck cited following figures to 
show industry is showing way out 
of recession: 281,500 persons em- 
ployed in theatre operation; 50,000 
eigaged in production; 1937 payroll 
for Hollywood alone $91,000,000; in- 
dustry pays over $100,000,000 annual- 
ly in taxes; industry’s investment in 
U. S. around two billion; Hollywood 
studio investment $10,000,000. 

In closing, Sehenck said ‘to the 
duty of maintaining highest possible 
standard of entertainment, thus con- 
tributing our share to national pros- 
perity, the association of motion pic- 
ture producers pledges itself and all 
its resources.’ 

A few of the speakers were simi- 
larly optimistic. Others were prone 
to use the forum provided them to 
inferentially kick the New Deal in 
the shins. Morris W. Haft for the 
suit and cloak industry spoke ot 
ever-sharpened skill in merchandis- 
ing and of an industry controlling, 
in some measure, its own prosperity. 

All in all, this was a good idea 
for NBC to have thought up and 
carried out. As does often happen, 
however, when big biz speaks for 
itself they don’t have much power to 
charm. Thus, the railroad rep gripes 
because the government only allowed 
a 5% increase in costs (to the con- 
sumer) and referred to their pros- 
pective effort to cut overhead 
through wages (to the consumer, 
avain). Lack of force or charm in 
some of the voices and philosophies 
expressed does not come under the 
head of particularly smart ‘social de- 
fense’ technique. (See lead story, this 
week's radio section.) 


re- 


JOHN ADAMS WARNER 


Piano 

13 Mins. 

WIZ-NBC, New York : 
John Adams Warner, superin- 


terdent of the New York State 
Police, demonstrated skill as a pianist 
by playing Casar Franck’s Sym- 
phonic Variations for Piano and Or- 
chestra, with Guy Fraser Harrison’s 
Rochester Civic Orchestra over the 
NBC blue from WHAM, Rochester. 
Major Warner, who studied abroad 
for a concert career and who played 
the organ for a brief period in a 
Broadway theatre, was spotted at the 
beginning of the hour-long broadcast 
—apparently to permit an early get- 
away, During his 16-minute appear- 
ance, the State Police head showed 
authority of attack and the smooth- 
ness of technique associated with 
the professional pianist. His finger- 
ing was excellent. It was not War- 
ner’s first mike date with the 
Rochester orchestra nor on the NBC 
network, Major Warner had played 
with the upstate anit, as well as with 
the Radio City Music Hall orchestra 
several time. 

He's son-in-law of Al Smith 

Jaco. 

‘RACKET CHASERS' 
With Gordon E. Smith, Vie Campbell 
Taterview-Drama 
158 Mins.—Local 
Tuesday, 10:45 p. m. 
WKBW, Buffaio 

This is a form of ‘Gang Busters’ 
without bullets. Gordon FE. Smith, 
general manager of the Buffalo Bet- 
ter Biz bureau, is q. and a.’d by Vic 
Campbell, WKBW writer-producer, 
on current swindles affecting local- 
ites. (Fake stock, mail order, door- 
to-door, sweepstakes, etc.) 

Typical case from the bureau files 
is dramatized, sans blood and thun- 


dec but rendered engrossing by 
shrewd anties of crooks and, of 
course, sherewder antics of law and 


bureau in tracking them down and 
protecting the gullible public 

What show lacks in action it makes 
up in it-might-happen-to-us plaus- 
bility and in comic situations, some 
of the suckers being depicted a 
mental midgets. 

Smith and Campbell voices reais- 
ter well and informally. Weak in- 
terpretation in spots by amateur ac- 
tors, but on the whole the drama 
is Simple enough for them to hands 
Music sequences transcribed. Reef 


'day 





RA 





SIR HARRY LAUDER 

Songs, Orchestra 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Wed., 4:15 p. m., 

WOR, WJZ, New York 
With NBC and Mutual picking up 

the program from the British Broad- 

casting Co., American listeners last 

Wednesday (16) got their first hear- 


ng of Sir Harry Lauder in nine 
vears. While rich in reminiscence 
tor the older element, the meister- 


singer's performance must have 
made a impress all the way 
up and down the age line. Sir Harry 
himself is 68, but the years haven't 
had the slightest diminishing effect 
on his voice o- urique artistry as a 

yne-man show. 
He was at the m 
30 minutes 


deep 


ke during the en- 
interpolating wi’ and 


story between the ditties that had 
made him an in‘e.national figure. 
Sir Harry opened with the inevitable 


ry 
I Love a Lassie’ and kept it rolling 
fui nine verse His repertoire in- 
luded ‘I'm Tired of Roving,’ ‘Wel- 
me MacAlister Home.’ ‘The Flower 





the Heather’ and ‘To the End of 
ws Road.’ As a gesture to St. Pat- 
ick’s Day he also did ‘See Ireland 
Again.’ 


In the forepart of the program Sir 


Harrv rung in a plug for the Glas- 
z0wW International Exposition. 
Odec. 

ROSE MARIE 
Songs 
Sustaining 
15 Mins, 
Mon.-Wed., 6:50 p.m. 
, WIZ, New York 

Rose Marie, formerly Baby Rose 
Marie, now ‘grown up, went on the 


| 


PCI, Holland, in a recent interview | 
| with Bob Trout over CBS, showed 
that America does not have a mo-|! 


EDWARD STARTZ 

Dutch Announcer 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WABC, CBS, New York 
Edward Startz, tabbed 

language announcer’ of 


the 


‘seven 
PCJ and 


nopoly of topflight mikemen. As a 
matter of fact, Startz outshone 
Trout. rated one of Columbia’s aces. 
The Hollander seemed to be more at 
ease, to be a better ad libber, to 
possess a breezier, engaging person- 


| ality and to have more on the radio 


air Monday night (14) in a new sus- | 


| Created.’ 


taining series It's on at a good} 
hour, 7:30 p.m., and in addition to 
Monday nights, the program will 
also be broadcast at the same hour 
Wednesdays 

Rose Marie’s voice listened rasp- 
ingly when hitting the higher notes 


on the debut performance 


caught. | 


This might be nerves and probably | 


corrected. Diction, among. other 


things, in her favor. Something of 
sweetness and youth also tinctures 
her singing. 


Fach broadcast will 
Miss Marie terms a memory tune. 
Opener was ‘Jealous,’ pop of about 
14 years back which she improvises 
a bit. That number never 
any tinkering with. A theme tune 
figures as the curtain comes up and 
as it goes down. Char. 


include what 


FRANK LUTHER 
Songs 

15 mins. 
Sustaining 

Friday, 9:15 a.m. 
WEAF, New York 


Frank Luthers early morning 
show fairly reeks with saccharinity 
but is marked by a professionalism 


that is sufficiently 
simple, 


entertaining to 


rock sentimental femininity 


needed | 


ball generally, although the script, 
making Trout play up to Startz, 
probably contributed to this impres- 


sion 
Clear at 


i anv rate, wny 
a period of 


Startz ovel 


ll vears has become big 
in Holland. Only an occasional mis- 
placed ‘v.’ Jaco 
GREAT CATHEDRAL CHOIR 


Lenten 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Fridays, %:45 
KFAB, CBS, 


Special 


p.m. 
Lincoln 


Serving the Lenten religious music | 


tastes of CBS listeners is Lincoln’s 


Great Cathedral Choir: Series of 
six broadcasts started Friday (11). 
Origination is via KFAB, with an- 


nouncing done by Bob Moon, KFAB 
stalfer. 


CBS made a good choice in 
choir, since it’s nationally known, 
having been on previous net broad-} 
casts and on concert tour several 


times. Quality of it 
with the best in the 
tion is by John M. Rosborough, who 
draws most of his voices from Uni- 
versity of Nebraska’s student body. 

Quarter hour and finishes 
with the theme, ‘Plainsong,’ and the 
meat of the show heard was in four 
numbers—'Misericardias dormini,’ ‘O 
30w Thy Head.’ ‘Salvation is 
and ‘Now to the Sunset.’ 
The ‘Salvation’ number is 
with the whole program a 


work is on par 
country. Direc- 


Starts 


standout 


for its type 
Station, town and network all may } 
be self-satisfied with this one. 
Barn. 


‘NEW VOICES ON PARADE’ 
With Howard Grode, 
Claire Deerfield, Rita Palma, San- 
dra Sloane, Endell 
Frances Talbot 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Thursday, 16 p. m. 
WEVD, New York 
This stanza, which has been on for 
around six months, is aimed to un- 
cover talent. Attempt has been made 
to give the show some production, so 
it's billed as coming from Minnie Me- 


| foosky’s music counter at the Haine- 


into ambrosial imagination. Luther 
knits a lvrie tenor voice, in senti- | 
mental song, with obvious philo- | 
sophical wheezes, taking a personal 


me-to-vou 
sO ne 
inate, 

Here’s a line on Luther’s type of 
songs: “This Is My Night to Dream,’ 
‘Wonderful You,’ and ‘I’m Forever 
Blowing Bubbles.’ 

It's when he tries something like 
‘I've Got Plenty 


tone in doing that. And 
makes his performance inti- 


Gershwin's ‘Porgy and Bess.’ that} 
Luther misses. Song seemed. too 
tricky for him. Shan, 


5,000-WATT CELEBRATION 
With Walter Knick Orchestra, Billy 


(around ‘Down With Love,” a pianist | 


Baer Orchestra, Geer Parkinson, | 
Ray Reese, Ruth Davis, Snook 
Neal, the Off Beats 

Variety 

90 Mins.: Local 

Sustaining 


Monday, March 14, 1 a. m. 
WBNS, Columbus 

Hour and aé_e half celebration 
marked WBNS’ boost to 5,000 watts 
and 1.000 watts night. Follow- 
ing regular sign-off at 1 a.m., station 
came back on air with experimental 
5,000 watts for the variety show. 

Walter Knicks’ staff orchestra 
formed the backbone of the program, 
with Billy Baer’s crew coming over 
from the Deshler Wallick hotel to 
contribute a half-hour session, Knick 


jorchestra opened with 15 minutes of 


swing, followed by quarter-hour of 
xvean melodies by Geer Parkinson, 
with vocals by Ray Roese. 


Broadcast stacked up as excellent 


show-window stuff for station, espe- 
cially with listeners hearing it for 
first time. due to power increase, 
Ballvhoo was held to minimum, and 


there were no speeches, greetings, 


all that having 


ic to mar program 

been taken care of earlier in day. 
Ot's. 

JERRY LIVINGSTON ORCH. 


With Ruth 
15 Mins. 
Wednesdays, $:45—Sustaining 
WOR, Mutual, New York 

Picked up four times weekly on 
WOR parade of hoof spots, Liv- 
d e not ore 4 he. 
ing other than a run-of-the-mill ag- 
atior Could use 
Could also i, without mae 
talkv-singing H speaking voice 
caucht on title announcements, is 
pleasant. however. Avoids any corny 
indulsed in bv s0 many of 
brethren. Hurl 


Brent 


ngston crew 


some stylizing. 


stro’s 


patter 


n musical 


ville department store. Idea is that 
the various customers do their stuff 
to keep the other customers present 


and spending. In some cases the 
warbling might have the opposite 
effect. 


Whole thing is a strange setup that 


never even approaches clarification. 
If any talent is unearthed on the 
show it would be a miracle, for the 


presentation is so muddled and so 
hamstrung with prop sounds by way 


of production that it’s difficult to tell | 


who's singing what. how and 
ticularly) why. What with phoney 
names for several characters in the 
proceedings and Minnie Mefoosky’ 


(par- 


s 
of Methinn” Seam | unintelligible Heeb introductions, it’s 
Oo 1g. ‘om | 


all a mystery. 


For the records. on the show 
caught (10), one gal had a fairish 
deep voice which she wrapped 


did right by the ivories on a brief 
number, and the rest drew blanks. 
Sounds like Howard Grode, who runs 
the works, ought to untangle his 


program before attempting to Boone | 


talent. Hobe, 

TOM KIEFER’S ORCHESTRA 

Staff Group 

30 Mins.: Local 

Sustaining 

WOKO, Albany 
Making orchestras 


engaged by sta- 


tions, under the agreement with the 
AFM. a source of revenue, was a 
subject on the avenda of a recent 
district meeting in Albany of NAB 
sales managers. However, there ts 
little indication that WOKO. in using 
its new band, has as yet given the 
matter serious consideration The 
unit is spotted on half-hour periods, 
four mornings weekly, without a 
trace of real program building. It 
nlavs dance music in somewhat rou- 
tine fashion, The sole vocalist heard 
and he not too reeularly, Loui 
Canpe! no 24 HDanasny ! 

Block hould be dre ed up via 
the addition of singe! ithe 
trained, ‘natural,’ or both With the 
many would-be tching f i chance 
to broadeast hereabout th should 


not be difficult to arrange, on a 


‘guest’ ba The band needs to de- 
velop an individual style and to play 
with rmeore verve and freedom—prob- 
ibly that will come in the passing of 
time Interpolation of ‘straight’ 
music and better orchestrations 
would help. So would the introduc- 
tion of solos or solo leads Kiele: 
who has led theatre pit crews. could 
step out himself with the violin 
Jaco 
Gregory Gentling, © ‘+r and man- 
ager of KROC RO (Minn. 
sunning in Florida and the South for 


’ 
six wereke 


=e 


the | 


Lancy, | 


Ray Nelson, | 


Williams, | 





HOWARD DIETZ 
With Sidney Kaufman 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Monday, 8:45 p. m. 
| WQXR, New York City 

Now that he’s played a break-in 
| date Howard Dietz can dicker with 
i Rudy Vallee for a date on the all 
equivalent of the Palace. Exchange 
of repartee between the M-G-M exce 
and his WQXR quizzer was _ sulli- 
ciently in the insulting style of im- 
pertinent Algonquinisms to rate as a 
good sophisticated novelty for net- 
work hearing on a good sophisticated 
program (which Vallee has—when 
in New York) 

Dietz couldn't get a job as an an- 
nouncer on the Lady Esther serenade 


He hasn’t got another sex appeal in 
his voice. But the voice is clear and 
|the speaker literate so men and 


women above the slow-spelling level 
will enjoy him when he is alternately 
serious and spoofing about prop- 
aganda. He threaded Metro into hi 
rejoiners constantly with Kaufman 
protesting that the program was sus- 
taining. In an altercation over ‘art.’ 
which Dietz didn’t want Kaufman to 
use, and ‘M-G-M’ which was vice 
versa, Dietz said, ‘Let’s compromise 
and say they’re synonymous.’ 
Kidding attitude of Dietz was re- 
flected by Kaufman who, for an indie 
station, showed more than the usual 
| in poise and ability to work into the 
persiflage. 
Next week, 
Palace. 


Hoboken Then the 


Land 


| CARLO MORELLI 

With Antonio Almerechi 
and chorus 

Music, Singing 

30 Mins.; Local 

| LA ROSA MACARONI 
Wednesday, 8 p. m. 
WOR, New York 


(Commercial Radio) 


orchestra 


Show built around a Metropolitan 
opera voice using classical and op- 
eratic background patently designed 
to attract Italian ears, but good 
enough to glean wider audience. In 
|Carlo Morelli’s selection of 


sone 
| spotting of appearances and orches- 
tral-choral efforts, 


| program evi- 
| denced intelligent building. 

| Met baritone opened up with 
| casual springtime sonnet, a wise in- 


troduction. 


| ‘Songs of Islanders,’ of 
| Sicilian 

| 

| 


Origin, brought chorus in 
midway. Morelli returned for Fi- 
garo from ‘Barber of Seville.’ an- 
nounced that he’d performed it fur 
La Scala at Milan under Arturo 
Toscanini. For an encore, ‘Ala Mia,’ 
projected a more plaintive number 
| after robust operatic tune. 

‘Anvil Chorus’ from ‘Il Trovatore’ 
supplied chorus’ best effort. Finale 
was an orchestra treatment of ‘An 
Ilusion Flower.’ Antonio Almere- 
chi’s orchestra and chorus gave pro- 
gram valuable aid, 


Sales message was pertinent and 
surprisingly concise. About 75” of 
|} this was due to skillful announcer. 


Semi-dramatized commercial at an- 
nother point was weak in contrast. 
Wear. 





| BUREAU OF, NEW PLAY AWARDS 
With John Anderson, Theresa Hel- 


| burn, J. Robert Rubin, Charles 
Waldron, Frank Lawton, Harold 
Vehmilyea, Margalo Gilmore, 


Dudley Digges 
(15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
| Tuesday, 6:45 EST 
WOR-Mutual, Nev. York 
Presentation of awards, whether 
for good barbering or Nobel Prize 
work, make so-so listening at best. 
In the newsreels a‘d in radio the 
stuff is put belore the public for 
goodwill purposes. That about sums 
up what happened on WOR (15) 
when the Bureau of New Plays 
(sponsored by seven major film com- 
panies) passed out a couple of thou- 


sand bucks to tyro play tashioners 
Bureau of New Plays and. the 
Dramatists Guild don’t get along 
very well. That's a trade angle, but 
it's buried beneath the surface for 
the public and didn’t show up here. 
John Anderson (New York Journal- 
American cric) snoke, as did T! eresa 


Helburn and J. Robert Rubin 


V.p. 7 


MGM 
What they said was down the 


groove. Pro cast from Broadway 
finally put on a snatch from one of 
the bureau's plays, called ‘Thy 


Mercy. It was unfortunate. 


Bit happened to be a hullabaloo 
about a strike with a murder tossed 
In It started n the middle of some- 
hing this reviewer failed to catch 
properlv, and ended that way. Which 
brings to mind Orson Welles’ recent 

tur that a shot in the durk anda 
lot of racket on the sund machine 

ine fine noise, but not intelligible 


radio drama Edga. 
JIMMY McALLISTER 
Songs 
15 Mins.—Local 
BARNEY'S CLOTHES 
Thursda>, 7:30 p. m. 
WNEW, New York 
Singer f Irish sentimental tune 


has an okay set of pipe Progran 
obviously reaches the Jistene: i 
whom it is aimed as songs are ded 


cated to numerous birtndave e 

n Uncle Donnish style. Band co: 
tributes one or two set yf lifts 
Irish Jus 

For the short time bought for 
presentation commercial we much 
too windy Long spiel midway covuld 
be shaved and still imolaut sponsor 
message. 


VARIETY 31 








'*CHRIST IN CONCRETE’ 

With Santos Ortega, Jerry Brennan, 
Victor Albini, Robert Lawrence, 
Carl Emory, Philip White, Robert 
Crozier, Nina Simmons, Vivian 
Anthony, Kitty Clarke, Margaret 
Fisher, Geoffrey Warnick, Jack 
Raymond, Harold Lane, Lee Hil- 
lery 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 8 p.m. 


WOR-Mutual, New York 


This WPA-produced drama was 
taken from Pietro di Donato’s trag 
story in a recent issue of Esquire 
magazine. Adaptation was by Law- 
rence Bearson, directed by Ashley 
Buck, with Jane Kim in charge of 
production. It was one of a regulat 

es by the radio unit of the Fed- 


eral Theatre. Idea is to continue 
sing current magazine stor! 


Christ in Concrete’ wa a story 


of an unserupulous building con- 
tracto his conscientious Italian 
foreman and the horde of amiable 
Italian workmen on a large-scale 


construction job. There was the 
theme of the villainous con- 
ordering the workmen to 
kimp on the amount of cement 
used. Some of the men, particularly 
the foreman, who continually pro- 
tested against the risk involved, 
ieared the walls might collapse. 


tractol 


Minor theme deals with the fore- 
man and his family, his wife’s and 
children’s excitement when he came 
home at night, their happiness at 
the prospect of owning their own 

Ise As was evident from the 
ti the walls of the building finaily 


lid collapse, 
Fadeout 


burying the 
was a painfully 


foreman, 
drawn out 


viiair, with the foreman moaning 
hysterically in pain and terror end 
an offstage voice (whether his mind 
or whether there wa me other 

pernatural explanation was never 


clear) as a sort of Greek choru 


While the yarn was. dramatic 
enough, it Jacked clarity. Pace was 
it and the way characters and 
color were established was id- 
mirable. But whether because of in- 
herent weakness in the orig.nal 


tory, or trouble in the adaptation or 
possibly the welter of broken Eng- 
lish dialog, the drama became ine 


creasingly confusing, 

Merits were buried by this lack of 
clarity. Hobe. 
JOHN H. FINLEY 
Newspaper Talk 
10 Mins. 

Sustaining 
WABC, CBS, N. Y. 

Dr. John H. Finley, editor of the 
N. Y. Times, discussed, eruditely, the 
newspaper as an aid to education, ia 
i nine-minute address on ‘The Amer- 
ican School of the Air,’ Columbia’s 
excellent afternoon sustainer. Dr. 
Finley’s love for and knowledce of 
ancient history—this time Biblical— 
served as the teeing-off point for 
his thesis that newspapers bring 
history up to date, that history jis not 
merely a record cf the past but some- 
thing whieh is also being written in 
the present. 

One objection to the talk might be 
that it was too profound to hold the 
unswerving attention of young listen- 
ers. The single excursion Dr. Finley 
made into humor was apropos and 
deftly negotiated. Times editor is 2 
good speaker, Following his remarks 
was a briskly presented dramatiza- 
tion of the handling of a story in a 
newspaper office. ‘Headline,’ with a 
plentitude of sound effects, probably 
intrigued teensters. 





ELVIRA RIOS 
Songs 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Thursday, 7:30 p. m. 
WJZ, New York 

Mexican singer of Mexican tines, 
Program emanates from Hollywood, 
where Miss Rios is currently in pic- 
ures. Singer has a part in the forth- 
coming release, ‘Tropic Holiday.’ 

With one exception entire time is 
d. voted to tunes in tango tempo, etc., 
ingle deviation being ‘Once in a 
Whuie’ in English. Her warbling of 
the Mex tunes in a throaty, torchy 
tvle is easy on the ears, but she 
-hould probably confine herself to 
them for awhile and not attempt 
| Enelish until her diction is more 
polished, 

Pop tune was no doubt inserted as 
a reliet from the Rio Grandean style, 
but 15 mins. of them, backed by the 
Frank Hodek orchestra, wouldn't be 
yo! 


; 


ing. 

DRAKE BINGHAM 

Neweaster 

15 Mins.—Local 

Daily, 10:50 p.m, 

WKY, Oklahoma City 
Bingham generally opens with 

weather report and closes with som 
1using aneedote from the das 


outs 


J Gathers material from t 
tetypes set up in WKY studios 
i rewrite for his own use h 
‘olla ym short, punch lle 


(On the night of the 


Hitler put 1 

Austria Bingham = cond i 
t of the major news of the = 
ippening into one stint and pre- 
fa good resume of the te 


ion taken as a whole 


Bingham was pulled in from 
WNAD, the University of Oklahoma 
lation about two years a7‘o, His 
vie of delivery shows especially 
food when compared to many 1 $e 
wtors of this section who < n to 
x talling with one nasal massage 

j closed, Lewis, 


- 
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TED LEWIS, and the entire com- 

pany for their splendid perform- 

ances. Thanks to the SHRINE in 

Cleveland and the ARTISANS in 

Philadelphia for the opportunity 
of presenting this and other 
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Government Looks Into Shortwave 


As an Offset to Fascists and Nazis 


= 


| 
Washington, March 22 | 
1 


Classifying of international broad- 
casting stations which do not cooper- 
ate with the Federal Government or 


are not concerned about using thei 


facilities for subtle propaganda was 
suggested last President 


advisory c 


week 


as 
Roosevelt's ymmittee 
foreign 

Expansion of 


radio began functioning 


American service to 


| 
»ther countries, particularly the Latin 


American republics, was the chiel 


topic of discussion at the subcommit- 
tee session bossed by Di John 
Studebaker, Federal Commissione! 
x9§ Education. Representatives 0! 
NBC. CBS, General Electric, West-. 


inghouse and World Wide attended 

Called primarily to furnish i 
formation which can be embodied in 
a report to the President, the meet- 


l- 


ing was devoted to discussion ol 
many mechanical and policy ques- 
tions requiring several hours. Among 
the various ideas tossed into debate 
were: 

(1). Linking U. S. international 
short-wave transmitters into an tn- 
formal network, to make certain ot! 
better coverage in the Western 


hemisphere. 

(2). Type of programs which good- 
neighbor listeners prefer. 

(3). Promulgation of an 
tional standard of ‘public 
convenience and necessity.’ 

(4). Clarification of the 
ment's policy on international broad- 
casting, plus loosening the re- 
trictions against commercial adver- 
tising on programs designed for 
eign reception. 

(5). Possible extension of regular 
U. S. chains into Latin-American 
countries, similar to the present ser- 
vice rendered to the Canadian 
tions. 

While no important conclusions 
were reached, the conferees spent 
considerab!e time in talking about 
the idea of advocating a hearing at 
which all international licensees 
would be compelled to show what 
they are doing with their facilities. 
Motive would be to gag the oper- 
ators who are lackadaisical, thus 
opening up more spots for persons 
who actively desire to do their part 


interna- 


service, 


govern- 


of 


sta- 


in winning good-will beyond the 
U. S. borders. 

Costs vs. Patriotism 
Although spokesmen for private 
interests emphasized what a good 


job they are doing and pointed to 
better coverage and high type pro- 
grams, the brain-trusters were con- 
cerned about lifting standards still 
more. Consequently, the most realis- 
tic talk centered around line charges, 
with which the academicians never 
have been concerned. Operators 
were entirely agreeable to making 
all their plants available to air si- 


multaneously educational programs 
from Washington but wanted to 
know who would foot the bill. 
There’s a limit to patriotism, it 
seems. 

Snarl was hit in trying to work 
out—on paner—some way to pipe 


regular U. S. programs into foreign 
stations. Networks said they are 
ready to serve transmitters in Cen- 
tral and South America, whenever 
somebody pays the tolls. Rebroad- 
casting was touched on, but no more 


success was enjoyed in settling this 
point. 

Committee which will advise the 
inerdeparmental group, named by 


the President, on the possibilities of 
educating Latin-Americans via radio 
wouldn’t admit that the Federal 
Government was concerned about 
pumping out political propaganda, 
but hinted the U. S. wants to counte: 
the Hitler and Mussolini influence 
in a subtle way. American stations, 
instead of swashbuckling and preach- 
ing, would suggest deftly the ad- 
of living under a dermo- 
cratic rule and the benefits of West- 
ern hemisphere unity. 
Aiding Dr. Studebaker 
lating ideas on educational 


Vanrages 


in for 


Gruening, director of territories. 


CFCi’s Ski Train Stunt 


Montreal. March 22 


Station CFCF and the Canadinn 
Pacific Railway staged a= spec 
broadcast from one of the Lauren- 


tian Mountain ski trains last week 


Tourists were asked to speak bri-t- 
i 


Wy on experiences. 





ym 





Mule 
angle are 
Samuel Guy Inman, consultant to the 
Interior Department, and Dr. Ernest 
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former 
Station CFCF, Mont- 
Leslie Mitchell 
ion announcer. Mitchell 
British Movietone news- 


David 


uncer at 


Hofman, 
Vavar 

place 
‘a repiaCes 
C. televi 


one to 


Finish of annual Oxford and Cam- 
yridge boat race, prominent national 
will be televised 
broadcast 


sporting institution 
April 2 


Event has been 
} 


sula:ly for many years 

On account of the delicate political 
B.B.C. called off a three- 
way debate by two Members of Par- 
outside observer on 


for return of her 


situation 


and 
claim 


liament an 
Germany's 
colonies. 


Radio Finds Compromise 
Grounds for Settlement 


With Canadian Musicians 


Montreal, March 22. 
Officials of the Musicians Federa- 
of Montreal Uocal 406, A. F. of 
M.) have reached a satisfactory set- 
tlement of local problems, according 
to following conferences 
with W. Murray Gladstone, general 
of the Canadian Broadcast- 


tions 


reports, 


manager 


ing Corp., and E. Bushnell, CBC 
labor representative. 
Understanding is that pay in- 


creases will become effective April 1. 
exact figures not being avajlable as 
yet. 

While the CBC cannot, as a gov- 
ernment organization, institute a 
closed shop in the broadcasting field, 


it is believed that assurances have 
been given union executives that 
union musicians will be employed 


as far as possible under the present 
setup. Allowances for extra rehear- 
sal time have also been made. 

Production schedule at CBC stu- 
dios here, which has been tempo- 
rarily slowed pending clarification 
of the union difficulties, will now be 
resumed, 


No Dangerous Thoughts 


Can Penetrate Japan 


Tokyo, March 4. 
Having discovered that possibly 
some dangerous thoughts are still 


| being received here, via short wave, 


the Communications Ministry is 
planning on installing several short- 
wave stations to send out disturb- 


; ances on suspected channels. 


Regular channels used by several 
Russian stations are messed up by 
similar action of Japanese stations, 

Meanwhile. confident that the 
Olympics will be held here as sked- 
ded, in 1940. the Japan Broadcasting 
Corp. is conducting a survey and ex- 


Canadian 


as 





F.C. C. Probe || 








«(Continued from page 2S) 

minority had succeeded Jin winning 
sufficient votes to kill Craven's idea | 
of having a_ special committee do 
the work, members tangled angrily | 


‘about the procedure but were un- 
able to reach any decision regard- 
ing mechanics. 


| McNinch 


‘Yes, If—’ 
to do the job is 


MeFarlane’s 


Question of how 
of major importance, particularly 
since Congressional critics will be 

itching every move Even before | 
the order was adopted, Representa- | 
tive McFarlane, Democrat, of Texas, 
hinted thot members who had 
served on the old broadcast division 
ought to be disqualified—lest the 
Commish be put in the position of 
probing itsclt ind th point was 
sus ested during the aimless delib- 
eravions., 

In view of the mass ol work con- 
fronting the full membership— 
adoption of new rules of procedure 
and of revised allocation principles, 


l argument, weighing 
tariff increases, 
policies station 
of the 
worried 

Looks | 


listening to 
proposed telegraph 
and pondering 
sales in particular—most 

members seemed gravely 

finding necessary time. 
subcom- 
mittees may} Or the 
work may be parceled out to the | 


Ora 


on 


about 


like a committee or several 


iy be required. 


staff under the supervision of in-} 
dividual members responsible for | 
particular phases. Where to begin | 
is a major conundrum 

Few hours before the order was 
adopted, notice was served on the} 
Commish, via the Congressional 
Record, that the inquiry must be 
diligently carried on. Rep. McFar- | 
lane. who has been in the van of 
the movement for a legislative in- | 
quisition. expressed pleasure that 


Craven had taken the lead in facing 
the problem blasted Chairman | 
for to throttle 


and 
attempting 


the probe 
No Whitewashing 
Observing that opposition of Com- 
missioners Sykes and Case might be 


understandable, the Texan said he 


was ‘a little surprised’ to learn that 
the Chairman voted = against the | 
Craven resolution. Pointed to the 


Chairman's statement 


NAB convention 


at the recent 
and said he under- 


stood that President Roosevelt a 
week earlier instructed McNinch to | 
see that the alleged monopoly in 


radio was exposed. Hoped the ma- | 


| jority would not ‘be misled into per- 


|izing a 


ja New 


periments, to determine equipment | 


and other matters connected with 
broadcasting the games. 
in the Hokkaido (Northern Japan) 
in connection with the winter games. 





Canadian Set Sales Up 


Montreal, March 22. 

New all-time record high in man- 
ufacture of radio sets is reported 
for 1937 
Statistics. Output of 293,729 sets 
reported, with factory selling price 
of $12,878,591. 

Figures represent an 
approximately 16° in 


is 


increase 


volume and 


13° in value, 253.896 sets having 
been turned out in 1936, valued at 
$11,.388.173. Previous record high 
was attained in 1931 with 291,711 


ft 


QUICK-SWITCH SHOW 


Regina, Winnipeg 
Canadian Program 


Regina, Sask., March 22 
Government radio doing an RCA 
Mazic Key routine starting this 





to Regina for balance. 


tegina is weak in orchestral tal- 
ent. Winnipeg in choral organiza- 
tions, Hence the two-town system 


is understood 


which, it 


'with other cities added. 


by the Dominion Bureau of 


of 


Will pick up part of one pro- 
ram from Winnipeg and then skip 


may be ex- 
panded later as a regular policy and 


Crew now | 


| 


| time, 


| two or three of the big chains’ are 


mitting an investigation 
mittee composed of those who 
served either the broadcasting 
division or by the legal department, 


by a com- 


On 


Which jointly are more or less re- 
sponsible for the radio monopoly | 
which now exists.’ | 

Added interest in the Commish | 


action resulted from disclosure ear- 
lier in the week that Congressman 
John J. O'Connor of New York, the 
Democratic chairman of the House 
Rules Committee, recently went on 
record threatening to bring out 
one of the many resolutions author- 
legislative investigation if 
the Commission did not move 
promptly. Letter from O'Connor to 
‘ York Catholic newspaper 
alibied for not having approved the 
pending House proposals, but said 
‘if the Commission does not do 
something about it, I assure you that 


as 


I shall do everything possible to 
cause a Congressional investigation.’ 
In explaining why his committee 


has been sitting 


on the Connery and 
other 


resolutions, O'Connor voiced 
doubt if a House group is the proper 
vehicle to ventilate the radio indus- 
try. Tammanyite observed that the | 
Senate is more liberal with expense 
accounts for its investigators and 
that House members are too 
busy to devote the required time to 
such a heavy chore. At the same 
he said he is convinced that 


the 


enjoying an ‘unjust monopoly.’ 


Idea of commish Investigation was 





rapped Saturday (19) by another 
;consressional blaster, Rep. Richard 
R Wigglesworth of Massachusetts. 
who 


| 


Pick-Ups on One) 


+t} 


said that sor the regulators and 
+} 
i 


wavelength dispensers to conduct the 
probe would be a ridiculous situa- 
tion. Echoed McFarlane’s 


suspicion 
at the McNinch resolution amounts 


fo four gentlemen looking into their | 
wn past } 

Fea f a whitewash was. ex- 
pressed by the Bay State Republican. 
Who has been leader in demanding 
that congress see whether station 


> been marked by profiteer- 


Miss Willie Morris on WOR 


Willie Morris. soprano, has al 
signed by WOR, N.Y. and com- 
mences a series of Saturday night 
programs this week (26), 


} Airings 


| dled, 
|from Blackett-Sample-Hummert, Les 
| Weihrott, script se: 


Gladstone Murray Sets Symphonies 


Canada Will Hear Various Series of Big Orchestras 
Under New Deals 





In Canada 





Fred McDowell new p.a. at CJAT, 
Trail, B. C. Moved from CFAC, Cal- 
gary, and replaced there by 
Dennett. 


Jack 


CJOC, Lethbridge, has inaugurated 
a policy of merchandising 


Howard O. Wilson, of 
Omaha, in Kansas City last 
Food Fair, getting 
FO his 


wow, 
week for 
ideas for similar 
in burg 

WCCG moves from Nicollet 
hotel, Minneapolis, on April 3, 
13 years’ residence. On same 
KSTP celebrates its 10th anni, 


the 
afver 
date 


CFCF, Montreal, Others 


In Canada Get Waxings 
Of Williams’ WOR Show 


Montreal, March 22. 


J. Walter Thompson Agency has 
spotted the J. B. Williams Shaving 
Cream show, ‘True or False,’ on 


CFCF, Montreal, and in Toronto and 

Vancouver. 
Contracts are 

possibility that 


39 


agency 


for 
the 


with 
may in- 


weeks, 


| crease the numbers of stations should 


the 


program continue to attract the 
| attention it is now getting. 
Transcriptions of the show are 


made following the WOR origination, 
and used here 10 days later. 
Johnson’s Wax (Fibber 


following period over the CBC out- 
lets. 


‘Harry Delf Alleges Theft 


By ‘Good News’ Program 
Alleging piracy of 
Joker,’ which he 


his play, ‘The 


wrote in 1927, 


| Harry Delf, former vaude actor and 


material writer, filed suit Thursday 
(17) in N. Y. Federal Court against 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, Robert Tay- 


lor and others for an injunction and 
$100,000 damages. Delf avers a skit 
w th Taylor and June Claymore was | 
|}a take-off cf his original and was 


aired during the Jan, 28 radio pro- 
gram of ‘Good News of 1938’ for 
Maxwell Coffee over NBC. Besides 
the damages, Delf seeks a permanent 
injunction and an accounting of 
profits. Others named in the action 
are Maxwell House Products, Ltd., 


General Feods Corporation, Benton 
& Bowles, Inc., agents, the Marcus 
Loew Booking Agency, Inc., and, 


| Frank Dolan, writer of the broadcast 


skit. 

Although the alleged infringement 
occurred in Hollywood, the suit was 
instituted in New York, because of 
its airing over the Loev outlet, sta- 


tion WHN. 


FRENCH RADIO GROWS 


Heightened Interest—Prominent in 
This Year’s Paris Exposition 
Paris, March 14. 
How radio now rates in France is 
indicated by the fact that the indus- 
try will be given a special section at 
this year’s Paris Fair. 


Members of the Syndiecats de la 
Radio are co-operating to put over 
this section in a big way by airing as 
many programs as possible from the 


fair grounds. 
Chi’s Mass Auditions 
Chicago, March 22. 
Radio Central Casting Bureau 
launching mass-audition idea. Using 
World Broadcasting’s local setup 
each Saturday from 10 a.m. to noon. 


Hopefuls paced by rotating 
producers each week, with other in- 
terested talent-seckers sitting 
once-overs. First 


are 


in for 
audition this week 


| (26) will ind WGN’s Lou Jackobson 


in charge. Next 


respectively, 


three will 


Fritz 


e han- 
by Blocki 
ial producer, and 
Basil Loughrane, radio 
local Lord & Thomas 


Robert Street, of WCAU. Philly. 


lirector for 


fYice., 


| Visiting Chi and making the rounds 
will ride Mutual at 8 p.m.| with Pete Jaeger. Sr. 





McGee & | 
| Molly) has switched back to CFCF, 


Exhibition | 
will open May 21 and run to June 6. | 


_ ——_—-_ —_- 


Montreal, March 22 

Following negotiations lasting ov 
six months, Gladstone Murray, zg. im. 
of Canadian Broadcasting Corp., has 
lined up the leading Canadian sym- 


_ 


phony orchestras for a= serie yf 
trans-Canada broadcasts. Some of 
these symphonic airings will be car- 


ried by 
leature. 

Montreal 
scheduled 


the NBC as an exchinvoe 


Symphony 
to begin a 


Orchestra 3 


series of t 


L@n 
broadcasts beginning Oct. 27, with 
La Societe des Concerts Symphonie 
ether following or alternating wit 


h 
the Montreal Symphony. 

Toronto Symphony Orchestra. un- 
der the direction of Sir Ernest Mae- 
Millan, has been lined up for 20 per- 
formances starting Oct. 25. Toronto 
Symphony Promenade concerts, un- 
der the direction of Reginald Stew- 


art, are due to begin May 5, end- 
ing Oct. 13. 

Deal has been made possible 
through use of funds raised by sale 
of commercials to American sponsors 
and in increase in the annual li- 
cense fee from $2 to $2.50 

Costs of production may run well 


over $100,000 per annum. 


SOUTH AFRICA 
FANS DEMANDS | 


Capetown, March 1, 

Methods and action of the South 
African Broadcasting Board continue 
to condemnation Alleged 
failure to carry out its duties or keep 
its promises is cited. In consequence 
Transvaal Listeners’ Association has 
presented to members of the South 
Atrican Parliament the following de- 
mands: 

Representation for listeners on 
local advisory councils and_ the 
Broadcasting Board and the amend- 
ment of the relevant section of the 
Act to provide for this. 

Full English and Afrikaans (Dutch) 


arouse 


programs from the respective sta- 
tions, 

English announcers only to an- 
nounce in English. 

Acceptance of musical and dra- 


matic productions recommended by 
listeners’ associations. 
Reduction of license fee of $6 year- 


ly. 
The resignation of the present 
_ board. 


Creation of broadcasting stations 
in South Africa strong enough to re- 
ceive and rebroadcast from large 
stations of the world. 


Oettgen, WBNX, Visiting 


Germany for ‘Material’ 


Herbert Oettgen, indie producer 
of German language programs on 


WBNX. Bronx, N. Y., going abroad 


late this spring to record material 
which he'll special event on his 
shows upon return. 

In Germany Oettgen will trans- 


cribe some annual public events and 
national affairs which he thinks will 
interest his Teuton-tongued audienc?® 
in-the U. S. 


New English Rinso Show 


London, March 15. 
A new program wiil 
behalf of Rinso by the J 
Thompson Company from Luxem- 
bourg commencing March 24. Call d 
‘Happy Days Are Here Again,’ it will 
have sandy McPherson at the organ 
of the Empire theatre, Leicester 
Square 


presented 


Walter 


be 
mm 


Program will be given Tuesdays 


and Thursdays from b10:15 a. m. %4 
10:30 a. m.. a time hitherto unspon- 
yred at this station. 
Teddy Joyce orchestra enzaged by 
same agency for Lue: programs from 


Luxembourg every S'indas 


Ferde Grofe’s Benetit 
Jane Pickens and Lucille Mannets 
will be guest singers at the Ferd? 
Grofe benefit concert at Carnes 
Hall, N. Y., Friday (24) 
Performance is for the Free Milk 


Fund. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Benny Goodman didn’t participate in Columbia’s ‘To Swing or Not to 
Swing’ program last Saturday because Leo Fitzpatrick, gen. mgr. of WJR, 
Detroit, thought that the hour originally picked for the broadcast, 11:30 
p. m., was much too late for the old folks who might be interested in 
nearing ‘When You Were Sweet Sixteen’ played with simple rhythm and 
harmony. It was the network’s idea to have WJR’s house orchestra play 
a few of these old sentimental melodies and then have Goodman cut loose 
from New York with a string of hotcha tunes. 

After Fitzpatrick had pointed out that the older folks are usually in bed 
by 11:30, CBS picked 7:30 to 8:15 p. m. as the substitute spot. A check with 
Goodman disclosed that he had a previous commitments for this period, 
<9 Columbia assigned the swing role to one of its 
patoned by Leith Stevens. 





own house combinations 


Script censorship, being the serious business it is at National Broadcast- 


ing Hollywood studio since the Mae West incident, bobbed up last week to | 
smite Metro on a piece of dialog with Strangler Lewis in the guest spot. | 
Line which drew the blue pencil from continuity acceptance department of | 


network had to do with the question ‘did you lose your equilibrium?’, to 
which the rassler replied, ‘I didn’t even know it was uncovered.” NBC 
monitors said no go but Metro insisted there was nothing suggestive. 
Benton & Bowles agency was called in and backed up NBC. That settled 
the controversy. Offending line was made to read ‘I didn’t know it was 
gone.’ 


Jim Allen, program director of WIP, Philadelphia, appeared in Common | 


Pleas court here last Friday (18) in role of expert witness on radio. He 
was called to testify for benefit of the judge that radio stations operate on 
Sundays. Also that they air commercials on the Sabbath. 

Trial was in a test case on Philly’s 1794 Blue Laws. Op of a ‘Home 
Show’ at Convention Hall recently was fined $4.50 for operating on Sunday. 


He appealed it on grounds that the legislation is antiquated and his attor- | 


ney called reps of other enterprises to show that they run on Sundays 
without interference. 


‘I Saw It in Variety,’ new ditty by Al Cameron and Joe Karnes, of 
KMOX, St. Louis, was premiered by the song-writer-comedians on the 
Phillips Petroleum Co.’s ‘Poly Follies,’ weekly show which is fed to 21 
midwest stations of the CBS net. Cameron and Karnes duetted verse and 
first chorus: Lorraine Grimm, blues warbler, did another, and additional 
angles were provided by Glenn Allen, tenor, with femme sextet and wind- 
up by Ben Feld’s orch. Song will hit CBS’ coast-to-coast web on ‘St. Louis 
Blues,’ a sustainer originating from KMOX on Sunday (27). 

Preliminary plans for ballying New York World’s Fair via radio, in- 
cluding cooperation of several national sponsors who have agreed to dead- 
head plugs on their regular broadcasts were outlined by John S. Young, 
head of radio division for exposition. He mentioned specifically Jack 
Benny’s Jello program and Bing Crosby's broadcast for National Dairy 


Products as spots where the fair has been promised mention in future air- | 


ings. 

Offices in Radio City, New York, requiring or wanting a radio on the 
premises must pay an installation charge, maintenance toll, and sign a 
contract covering a one year period. 

Installation price is $15 and covers the setting up of a mesh type aerial 
within the office wall somewhat on the style of those built into car roofs 
@ couple of years ago. Maintenance charge amounts to $2 a month and a 
guarantee of 12 months usage. 


One ironic sidelight on the German absorption of the Austrian republic 
was that the various requests of American broadcasters for programs from 
the Reich encouraged the Nazis to believe that almost any kind of a pro- 


gram, invariably laden with propaganda, would be welcome, or at least | 


accepted. Once the Nazis started volunteering programs, instead of being 
asked to supply them, it was faintly embarrassing to the networks in the 
U.S. A. 


Despite a loss of $484,030 in the quarter ended Jan, 31, this year, Zenith 
Radio reported a profit of $1,418,978 for the nine-month period ending on 
the January date. This compares with $2,347,987 in similar period of the 
preceding year. 

Zenith had a profit of $780,824 in the quarter that ended last October, 
while the January quarter of 1937 showed a profit of $627,189. 





Powel Crosley, Jr., of WLW-WSAI, Cincy, and Leo Fitzpatrick of WJR, 
Detroit, are two broadcasters who have lately inspired waves of emulation 
for two stunts launched with their respective blessing. While a large 


Now’ campaign, still others have joined in the clamor, pro or con, of Fitz- 
patrick’s ‘swing versus sentiment’ tempest. 


| : 
number of stations and others have picked up and echoed Crosley’s 4 Radio Dafto 





WEAF, New York, won the annual silver plaque given by General Elec- 
tric to the NBC operated station with the lowest lost-time total. Red 
loop’s key off the air, due to failure of technical facilities or personnel, 
#bout three and one-half minutes in 6,380 hours of broadcasting last year. 
Its efficiency mark was 99.99°%. 

‘The Shadow’ program folded off Mutual Sun. (20). ‘Blue Coal’ with- 
drew with end of selling season. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan sought to interest Goodrich Tires. 
turer just recently started a national spot campaign after having been off 
the air for several years. 


Maurice J. Speiser, general counsel for the National Association of Per- 
forming Artists, states that the organization's license fee for radio stations 
is based on wattage, extent of use and the card rate of the outlet. This 
license is being made available to broadcasters airing phonograph records 
made by members of the association. 


When Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., recently spouted on WCCO’s Minneap- | 


Olis ‘Ladies First’ program, it was the first time he gabbed gratis. Inter- 
viewed by Florence Lehmann, he told her: ‘I can't understand it. This 
is the 84th city I've been in and my agent has never once let me go on 
the air for thanks.’ 


In a mail-puller test the Wallace Rogerson program on WGN, Chicago, 
érew better than 20,000 letters in four days. Aimed at the femmes with 
the title of ‘Get Thin to Music,’ stunt merely asked listeners if they wanted 
Program to camtinue. All letters were in the affirmative. 

Although Shepard networks have always been chill to leftist movements, 
WICC, Bridgeport-New Haven Yankee and Colonial outlet, has sold at 
least three months of -weekly shots to Socialist Labor party for talks on 
economic and political phases. 

Fortune’s issue devoted to the broadcasting industry will be out in May. 
In advance of publication it has stirred plenty of comment among the va- 
110us divisions of a complex business. 

That baby with the bottle in the CBS ads about to be publishe¢ 
Stephanie Ratner, eight months old, whose old man yrote the copy. 


9 3 af 
‘ 


is Vi1S: 


Rubber manufac- | 


WARIETY 35 








| 
Past Tense 


Philadelphia, Merch 22. 
WIP each Monday for past 
six months has been airing mu- 
Sical show tabbed, ‘Here’s to 
Vienna.’ But last Monday, 








Old Vienna.’ 


Chicago, March 22 


Gene Furgason is moving to New 


MUCH TRAVELED RADIO | ¥2"* 28 Mey 4, 2nd wit direct ae 


ties of tne 


EXEC RAPS RAILROADS "23.5 2s. eects 











title and copy were changed and | 
| 
| 


with Furgason for the past fe 
‘months, will step in as chief of the 
Portland Ore., March 22 | Chicago office. 
‘So you think westNy railroads Furgason firm | ef ' tec 
are terrible. Just try traveling east | sales outfit for the Z-Bar ‘ne 
of Chicago,’ says C. W. Myers, presi- | which operates i! Butte Hielen 
dent of KOIN, and ex-prez of N.A.B., Spokane, Seattle and Portland li’s 
back in the burg after an extended |a simultaneous broadcasi alliance, 


visit to Washington, New York, Flor- 
ida and the West Indies. Myers has | cal time for programs 

ito go east veral times a year, Furgason, who has been laid up 
‘There isn’t a train rolling on the | for some time with a m, 

west Coast that cen compare for pas- | is now up and around on crutches 

senger horrors with the junk they | and today (Tuesday) set out 

make you rice in back east. They | and all, for a tour of the Z-Bar ter- 

sell you an air-conditioned car from | ritory. 

New York to Miami, but try and get | - 

one. Talk about federal aid to put | 


the railroads back on their feet! If Palange Fired by Rorer 


| with the five stations clearing identi- 


OREN 


ga 


crutches 


| the railroads had half as strict regu- | 
lations as does any rad‘o station pa he a 
power eastern railroads would either | For Inviting Fist Fight 
be out of business altogether or else 
| be compelled to give the public some | From Unknown Hecklers 
service.’ 
(Which may remind some bined | ‘ ; 
casters, alwavs big travellers what Philadelphia, March 22 
| with umpteen conferences in Wash- Angelo Palange, gabber on WPEN, 


| ington and New York all the time,! was fired by 
that the parlor cars from N. Y. to'gm., last week. Rorer charged 
D. C. for the last convention were Patange with ad libbing over the 
a 7.4 , 7] . ; . . : . 
ice cold as trains to the capital seem | air challenges for fights to writers 
to have a habit of being.) of anonymous notes reflecting on his 


Dwight Rorer, new 


oo se nationality. Notes, it is understood, 

Stan Lomax from Philly | ¢@™e from Villanova College stu- 
| dents, 

Philadelphia, March 22. Rorer declared he sympathized 


Stan Lomax, WOR sports com- 
|; mentator, has been named by N. W. 
Ayer agency to play-by-play Ath- 
| letics ball games during coming sea- 
}son on WFIL for Kellogg’s. Lomax 
| will continue his sport talks on WOR, 
but they’ll be pumped to the outlet 
through WFIL, which is on the Mu- 
tual net and so has a wire to WOR. 
Byron Saam selected by Ayer to do 
| the same games over WIP for At- 
; lantic Refining. 
| Phillies (National League) games | 
will be handled by WCAU for 
Socony. Gabstaff, headed by Bill 
| Dyer, same as last season. WIP and 
WCAU are planning variety revues, 
interspersed with results of all 
sports, for days when their respec- 
tive teams are out of town. 





with the announcer’s ire over the 
anonymous attacks, but that he 
should have ignored them. ‘Such 
personal indulgencies, he — said, 
‘would quickly put us behind the 
| FCC eight ball.’ 

American Communications Asso- 
ciation, CIO union, of which Palange 
'is a member, complained tc 
Sandy Guyer, another ACA mem- 
| ber, has been named to replace him. 


French Comic Big Stuff 


Montreal, March 22. 

Gratien Gelinas, French-language 
radio comic, holds over at the Monu- 
ment National with his musical] pro- 
duction ‘Fridolins,’ for a second 
week. 

First week’s gross reported top- 
ping $11,000. 


Sid Goodwin Leaves NBC 
Hollywood, March 22. 
Sid Goodwin has checked off Na- 
tional Broadcasting production staff. 
He will free lance. 




















| 
| Rochester, N. ¥Y.—WHAM broadcast ‘intimate chat’ between two chim- 
panzees. Miss Akka, Hollywood chimp actress her2 with Shrine circus, 
went down to Seneca Park Zoo to meet Jimmy, young simian trained for 
appearances on the zoo stage by Keeper Fred Strassle. Reuben Castang 
claimed to be the only human who understands the chimpanzee language, 
‘interpreted’ the meeting for radio audience, 


Camden, N. J.—Novel twist in wrestling tactics was demonstrated here 
recently when Chief Chewacki crowned opponent Abe Kaskey with e 
microphone in the midst of a bout being relayed over WCAM from the 
local Convention Hall. 
mike, broke the cord connecting the mouthpiece to the transmitter, snd 
returned to his opponent with the weapon. Blow that followed drew blood 
and necessitated hospital treatment, 





New York City—WHN, on its ‘Idea Exchange’ novelty Saturduy night, 
aired a program designed to induce sleep. 
sheep and sang lullabies. 

Washington—Spring Fever Department, WJSV, engaged in checking 
10,000 conversations between puppy-lovers to find ‘dialog between the 
boy and the gir] that will be typical’ of the sort of things discussed by 
Capital sweethearts. Man with notebook trailing through the parks and 
visiting local dance halls, during the woo-woo season, to eavesdrop for the 
broadcast which will be aired as soon as survey is finished. 





Buffalo—WGR has a back-to-nature stunt on tap for this week 
interview with a particular woodpecker who shows up in Delawzre park 
each spring and is friendly with park visitors and has a penchant for peo- 
nuts. Park police have agreed to tip off the station immediately on his 


Philadelphia—-WDAS staff experiencing al] the anguish of an expectant 
poppa. They've prepared a show to be aired in co-operation with Mt 
Sinai Hospital] the day the 8,000th baby lets out its first squeal in the in- 
titution’s maternity ward. Hospital is now up to its 7,967th 

St. Pavl—A? Harding, WCCO, reeled off the following weither rey 

‘In Minneapolis and vicinity tomorrow it will be mostly Weanesuay end 

| Thursday 


Off-the-Air Recordings to Be Licensed 
By Music Publishers’ Protective Assn. 


Rorer. | 


In Montreal Theatre: 


Indian, raging, stepped out of the ring towards the | 


Mikeman Art Dailey counted | 


+ alice artes 
shortly before it was to hit the 
ether, news came of Hitler's || GENE FURGASON TO N. Y. Music Publishers Protective Asso- 
anschluss. | net ee ciation will start licensing from New 
Following hurried  confabs, Leg Mended, Sales Rep Transfers York the makers of off-the-air re- 
East—Sleininger in Chi. cordings as soon as the organizat.on 
program went on the air as ‘In i aig has received the proper signaiured 


authorizations from copyright own- 
ers. Harry Fox, MPPA, gen. mg! 
1 


ast week explained to the mus'c in- 
dustry through a circula. letter hoy 
he proposed to handle this licensing 


He enclosed a copy of the standared 
form of license that he intends t 


issue to stations, recording com- 
panies and others that make a busi- 
ness of stencilling broadcast pic- 
prams 

Fox’s letter stated that nee ithe 


ield is a new one he would preter 
» issue a blanket form of license 
or a period of six months, with the 
licensee paying a lump sum, in oaG- 
vance or in Installments during the 
period of the license. There would 
be no limit to the amount of pro- 
grams that may be stencilled under 
ihe lump sum arrangement Infor 
gathered during the. s\x- 
month periad cou:d b used Fox 
cuggested, to determine a permanent 
license form and system of fees, 

Revenue gathered from this source 
for the initial six months would not 
be distributed among copyright own- 
ers, but retained by the association 
to further develop this phase of 1i- 
censing. Pubs could decide later on 
what method of distribution they 
preferred, 

License form bans the broadcast- 
ing of off-the-air records unless 
made for deferred broadcasts, such 
as where a station can’t clear a net- 
work commercial according to hook- 
up schedule because of other time 
/commitments or local special events 
| requirements. Licensees are forbid- 
iden to sell the recordings except for 
file, reference or audition purposes. 
Specifically tabooed is the sale of the 
discs in bulk or to the general] pub- 
lic. 

Copy of the license which Harry 
Fox, gen. mgr. of the Music FPub- 
lishers Protective Association, pro- 
poses to issue to the makers of off- 
the-air recordings follows: 


— —- = 


mation 


On behalf of the publishers named in 
Schedule ‘A,’ annexed hereto ar made 
part hereof, which publishers hereinefter 
are referred to as my principals, I heathy 


grant to you the non-exclusive right, 

cense, privilege and authority to recs 
in the United States, either mechanic: 
jor electrically, music, musical compe 
tions, or musical programs performed 

| broadcast, to the extent that the mechar 
|} cal recording rights to such music or mu- 
|sical compositions, or part thereof, #re 
owned or controlled by my principals, sub} 
ject, however, to the following terms end 
conditions: 

Q)) That this iHeense shall not extend to 
nor include musical compositions which 
have not theretofore been lawfully recorded 
under Section 1 (e) of the Copyright Act 
of the United States, nor musical cornmpoe 
ritlons which have not theretofore Leen 
published and copyrighted, 

(2) That this license shall not give veu 
the right to record any musSical compotie 
tion not within the repertory of the Amer- 
jean Society of Composers, Authors #14 
Publishers, nor to record any performance 
not duly licensed by said American Ste 
clety of Composers, Authors and Publishe- 
ers 

(3) That no recording made or caved to 
be madé by you hereunder shall be nutiiwty 
performed for profit elther by means cf 
|; radio broadcast or otherwise, except that 
where due to unavailability of radio st” 
tion facilities or resulting inconvenience to 
j} radlo stations, recordings are made for dee 
| layed or deferred broadcasts, they me te 

broadcast within one week from the re- 
| cording thereof, 
| (4) That no recording mile or caused 
lto be made by you hereunder shall be 
except for file, reference, or audition pure 
poses, and that in no event ehall any rece 
|} ords (whether masters or pressings) tbe 
| sold In bulk or to the general public 

(>) Each record made or caused te te 
made by you hereunder shall bear the fle 
lowing notice on a label: ‘The disposes! jon 
or use of this record is strictly limited by 
written license,’ 
| (6) This license shall rematn tn full force 
| and effect for the term of six (6) monitne 
| from the date hereof. 
| (7) In consideration for the fssvance ef 
ihis licensé to you, you agree to pay there- 
oTOF CO GUE) OF GB. ceccscses » Which sur shall 
|} be payable in six equal monthiv insisil- 
|; ments on the first day of esch menit 
; commencing with the Ist day of . 

1038, 

(8) You hereby accept such license eine 
lect to all of the aforementioned terms end 
onditions, 





| Bill Card Quits NBC 


| Eill Card has quit NPC after 
spending seven years in the pro- 
vram department. He assisted 


Phillips Carlin in the booking of sus- 
| taining programs. 
| Card may go into 
field. 


some cther 


KFH Singer Divorced 
Wichita, Kans., Mar 
Elizabeth Anne (Betty) Varvel, 
staff of‘radio station Kf hi, 


obtaine j divorce from Vern * Vale 


vel last wee K, 

Singer relinquished custody of her 
three-vear-old to motne ‘ ; 
Mi Violet Varvel, until he < 34 
years old with exception that moth. 
er is to have him during Winer 

§ mnie nths. 
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RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


( Attention-Getters, Tie-Ups, Ideas) 





‘Cottage in the Air’ 
Birmingham. 

New co-operative program, heard 
over WAPI, Birmingham, is ‘The 
Cottage in the Air,’ sponsored by 
architects, contractors, real estate 
and building material dealers here, 
tying in with the recent allocation 
of new FHA funds. 

Skit is mainly founded on the ac- 
tual construction of a model home 
in the city. Traffic arrows are placed | 
throughout the city directing visitors | 
to the ‘Cottage in the Air’ and bill- | 
boards at the site tell the story of 
its construction, 

Aside from its merchandising pos- 
sibilities the show has clicked from 
a listener interest standpoint. 


‘Vital Statistics’ Program 
St. Louis. 

In its ‘Vital Statistics’ program, In 
which all births, marriages licenses 
and deaths are aired at 12:10 and 7:10 
p. .m., daily, WTMV, East St. Louts, 
believes it has the country’s only | 
regular broadeast of such info. Sta- 
tion covers hospitals, police records, 
undertakers, recorder’s office for its 
information and so popular has the 
program become that it gets tips on 
impending marriages of those in the 
higher social Lrackets, as well as the 
inside on someone of prominence be- 
ing ill. Zerweck Jewelry Co. is 
bankrolling the vrogram. 





Air Mail Co-op Stunt 
Oklahoma City. 

A special program was aired over 
WKY last Saturday (12) from the 
Oklahoma City Municipal Airport in 
connection with the Southwestern 
Air Conference held in Oklahoma | 
City and trial runs of a ‘feeder sys- 
tem’ to bring mail from_ small 
towns to the junction point for air- | 
mail service here. Part of forth-| 
coming Air Mail Week. 

Program aired interviews with 
visiting airmen and description of, 
the show. 

Perry Ward announced, assisted by | 
‘Bunny’ Trundle, Allen Clark, who) 
was in charge of the production and 
Farl C. Hull, WKY engineer who 
had charge of the mobile unit. 








If Race Track Is Handy | 


Hot Springs, Ark. 

Races at Oaklawn track are piped | 
direct from the grandstand aired | 
over KTHS during 30 day meet. 
Evening resume at 6 p.m., sponsored 
by Sterling Beer, has transcription 
of actual description of feature run- 
ning inserted gab and hoss talk. 
Prices and results are also aired 
direct from the track. 

Memphis Day handicap was piped 
to WMPS, Memphis. 


Dramatizing a Power Boost 
Columbus. 

WBNS hiked daylight power from 
1,000 to 5,000 watts Monday with 
bunch of special programs marking 

vent. Night power boosted from 

00 to 1,000 watts. 

Juice was stepped up shortly af- 
ter 7:45 a.m. Station operated on old 
power for first hour and a quarter 
of broadcast time, then put on 
special program during which power 
was increased while Geer Parkinson 
plaved organ solo. 


Transcription was made of pro- 


gram, taking it off the air on old 


tadio—with no automatic volume 
control. Record played back at 6 


p.m. on Jim Cooper news broadcast | 


to illustrate graphically the boost in 
power, 





‘Mother-in-Law’ Day 


Dallas. 
Center of Texas’ attention was) 
turned to Amarillo last week as 


Journalist Gene Howe’s pet idea. 
Mother-in-Law Day, was celebrated 
in fine fashion. Governors of five 
states, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, and other 
celebrities were in town for the oc- 


casion. One program was aired 
over NBC-Blue at noon, another 
over WFAA in Dallas at 4 p.m. 


Both were fed by KGNC, Amarillo 
station. 

Interviews with some of the many 
mothers-in-law who were in town 
for the celebration (an estimated 
crowd of 150,000 outsiders thronged 
Amarillo) and speeches in a humor- 
ous vein by governors and Amarillo 
officials made up the broadcast. 


‘This Is How We Do It’ 
Rochester, N. Y. 
WHEC using Sunday evening spot 
to bally own business Gunnar Wiig, 
general manager, conducts inter- 
views with members of staff showing 
how station works from the inside. 
Spends one evening in control room, 
one On news service and one with 
organist J. Gordon Baldwin. 
Station’s full 10-piece orchestra 
provides musical part of show. 


Kids Own Forum 
Philadelphia. 

WCAU, co-opping with Oak Lane 
Country Day School of Temple Uni- 
Vers.iiy, foremost experimenter in 
new educational techniques, airing a 
fortum by kids from the school each 
Saturday. Show correlates moppets’ 
work in social studies and English 
departments, Group of eight studes 


| preferred to 


|}mean ‘Love and a Dime,’ 


/a man and a woman, 


popular mother-in-law, Mrs. | 


from three senior grades are chosen 
each week just a day before the 
broadcast, although subject to be d‘s- 


cussed is announced a week ahead of 


time, 

Discussions are led by an instruc- 
tor from the school. There are no re- 
hearsals, as ‘youthful spontaneity is 

finished performance.’ 
Also felt this gives truer picture of 
development of modern education. 
Kids talk on such stuff as ‘Housing,’ 
‘City Government and Taxation’ and 
‘Censorship and Propaganda Analy- 


‘Musical Postmaster’ 
Indianapolis. 
together a novel 


WIRE has put 


program for Brooks Dept. Store la- | 


beled ‘Musical Postmaster.’ Airs 

Monday and Friday nights. 
Announcer hands requests from lis- 

teners for songs suggested by certain 


| items to the ‘Postmaster’ and latter 
|comes up with a song title connoted 


from each item. A watch would sug- 
gest ‘Time on My Hands,’ 10c would 
etc. If the 
‘Postmaster’ can’t tie in a title from 
an article submitted, requester gets 
from sponsor a piece of merchandise. 

Merchandising angle makes re- 
questers come into the store to drop 
their notes into a box. 

Newlywed Program Idea 
Indianapolis. 

WFBM has 
one of its old 
show, ‘Mr. 
each Sunday for Kirk Furniture, 

Recently wed couples are quizzed 
on the trials and tribs of marital 
bliss. There are two interviewers, 
to blow the 
questions. To avoid confliction with 
‘Husbands and Wives,’ which rode 
NBC, the husbands and wives are 
marched up to the mike together. 


given a 
programs, 





Dramas Replace Gab 
Hartford. 

After more than 12 years, the reg- 
ular weekly Saturday night broad- 
cast, ‘Medical Talks,’ of the Hartford 
County Medical Society is to undergo 
a change on Saturday (26). Program, 
a sustainer, is the oldest in the sta- 
tion’s history, having been originated 
about the same time the station was 
started. 

In the past 15-minute talks have 
been given by both prominent local 
and national physicians on various 
aspects of medicine. New series will 
consist of dramatic sketches on the 
history of medicine by Guy Hedlund 
and the WTIC Players. Series being 
scripted by H. Malcolm Smith of the 
Traveler's Insurance Company pub- 
| licity staff, 

Worst Letter Contest 
Hartford. 

As a burlesque of its Shoppers 
Special, and to test listener reaction, 
| WDRC for one week is sponsoring a 
‘Worst Letter’ contest. Listeners are 
being asked to send in the worst let- 





worst faults of the program which is 
heard daily from 8:15 a. m. to 9 a. m. 

At the end of the week two win- 
ners, a man and a woman, will be 
chosen, with a tie to be awarded to 
the male and an apron to the woman. 
| Program, which intersperses musical 
transcriptions with commercial an- 
nouncements, is handled by Harvey 
Olson, 








, Noon Organ Session Wide Open 
| San Antonio. 
| Ted Brown, staff organist for 
| KONO, San Antonio, appearing in a 
| daily 15-minute afternoon spot by 
remote from the city auditorium. 

| Broadcast, open to 
| drawing a nice string of cufftomers. 





| San Antonio Aggressively Chummy 
San Antonio. 
| San Antonio Chamber of Com- 
|merce annual good-will trip into 
South Texas and Rio Grande Valley 
will have its radio angle, with four 
airings over KTSA, San Antonio, 
skedded to play a big part in the 
deal. 
¥ Velvet-gloved high-pressure stunt 
| is to have radios set up at luncheon 
tables in Corpus Christi, Tuesday 
(22), Mission, Wednesday (23), San 
Benito, Thursday (24). Kingsville, 
Friday (25) Then, from KTSA, 
Mayor Quin of S, A. will give each 
town in turn the glad hand. 

Each town’s radio salute is being 
| handled by Paul Girard, program 
chief of KTSA. 





WHO's Golden Gloves Dinner 
Des Moines, 
WHO, Des Moines, was hot at a 
dinner yesterday (21) to officials and 
seconds of Des Moines’ first annual 
Golden Gloves tournament. 
feature of the event was the station's 
presentation of a sportsmanship tro- 
phy to Francis Warrington, Esther- 
| Ville, Ia.. middleweight. for 
his wav to a winning finish in the 
lace of what was described as heart- 
breaking defeat. 
Presentation was broadcast. 





KHBG Aids Manhunt 
Okmulzee. Okla 

full hours March 

opped all commercials 


For 
KRHBG here d: 


three 


new twist to | 
and the | 
and Mrs. Dan Cupid,’ airs | 


ters they can write based upon the | 


the public, | 


Main | 


fighting | 


15. | 


| and devoted its entire air-time toward 


| assisting local police and state high- 
way patrolmen in their efforts to 
track down two bank robbers who 
had held up a bank at Paoli, Okla- 

| homa. 

| Robbers escaped a posse of officers 
and citizens but. two tarmers who 
had heard the broadcasts sighted 

i them in a stalled car and succeeded 


were being held as hostages. 

i Several other Oklahoma stations 
also lent facilities toward the man- 
| hunt by issuing bulletins and news 
| to armed-car cruisers. 


More Pro and Anti Swing 

Columbus. 
| Ezra Martin and his Pleasant Val- 
ley Folks, rural variety act of WBNS, 
| cashing in on the Leo J. Fitzpatrick 
| vs. swing ballads controversy. Every 
day vocalists sing an old-fashioned 
ballad on the program, and Geer 
Parkinson follows with a swing ver- 
sion of the same song on the organ. 
| Listeners are asked to write in their 
preference. 

Offering a $5 prize for best better 
on each side of question every week. 





RateS Some Publicity Attention 
Denver. 


in freeing a man and his wife who | 





= 





Frisco’s 5-Day Week 


San Francisco, March 22. 

Five-day week for local NBC an- 
nouncers becomes effective April 1. 
Three-week vacations, instead of 
two, will also be order this year. 
| Staff additions last week included 
i'three junior mikemen, 
|'Smith of Reno, Ewell Labhard, for- 
merly of KFBK, Sacramento, and 
John Grover, formerly on NBC's 
dramatic staff. 

Five-day week has been in effect 
with the network’s New York staff 
for months. Reason that the men 
ion the Coast get three weeks’ vaca- 
tion that they stay on the job 
holidays. 


is 





Baron Long’s Mikery 


Transmitter of KOA, ten miles east | 


of town, has been made a Red Cross 
emergency first-aid station, the first 
to be established at any radio trans- 
| mitter. 

Located on U. S. highway 40, the 
boys are in a spot to receive work- 
| outs any day. The dedication cere- 
|}monies were broadcast in a 
minute program from the site. 

J. A. Slusser, engineer in charge of 
| the transmitter, was given a Red 


lowing 30 hours of classroom study 
of the care of accidents, as was Rus- 
sell Thompson, station engineer, 


WBT’s Tract on Showmanship 
Charlotte, N. C. 
WBT’s latest promotional brochure, 
‘it’s the pants on a lamb chop,’ com- 
bines a slick piece of writing on the 





| Something distinctive in composition- 
{al layout. The brochure reprints a 
ij number of WBT ads involving show- 
; manship stunts and events broad- 
‘casts and quotes various members of 
; the station’s staff relating the human 
j}angles involved in each of these 
stunts or events airings. 

Publications recall how WBT was 
the first to put the Big Apple on the 
air, how it handled a hurricane, how 
it covered a slave wedding and how 
it aided in finding a kidnavped girl 
within 33 minutes after the alarm 
was made, 

‘What’s Wrong’ Transcrivtions 
Seattle, 

Winter pears from this Coast are 
being boosted over radio through the 
Izzard agency with a < ries of tran- 
scriptions by Miss Marjorie McPher- 
|son, seripter for the agency. Scrints 
j}are titled ‘What’s Wrong’ with the 
| Slant that the audience fine the flaw 
{in purposeful misstatements. A 
| typical quotation is ‘Day by day in 
levery way I am getting better and 
| better,’ said Di-zy Dean, the winner, 
of course, correcting the Dizzy credit 
to Emile Coue. 

A pear recipe is also thrown in 
with a vital ingredient missing with 
listening housewife asked to find 
flaw, thus giving recipe more force 
when blurber corrects it. 


Tom McKnight’s Tough One 


Tom McKnight makes the third 
' producer brought in for the coopera- 
| tive brewers (Holtz-Himber-Husing- 
| Kay Thompson) show on CBS Mon- 
| day nights within a period of three 
| weeks, 

Martin Gosch withdrew from the 
| producing assignment following the 
second show, 

















Martini to Hollywood 


Rolland Martini, v-p. in charge of 
radio for the Gardner Advertising 


wood to look the field over for avail- 
able program material. Agency has 
one show, Marion Talley for 2ykrisp, 
currently originating from the film 


colony. 
Martini figures on staying until 
April 1, 





Jack Meakin’s Maybe for CBS 
San Francisco, March 22. 
| Jack Meakin, who resigned from 
the NBC conductors’ staff in San 
| Francisco recently and was married 
|}the following day (13) in Yuma, 
Ariz., to singer Patti Norman, who's 
with Eddy Duchin’s band, is said to 
be likely to get a spot on 
lumbia commercial, ‘My Secret Am- 
bition.’ 

Deal, being handled through Con- 
| solidated Radio Artists, popped after 
| Meakin turned in his resignation to 
, NBC execs. 





Duchin’s Arden Finale 
Hollywood, March 
Eddie Duchin finales today ‘Tues.) 
| for Elizabeth Arden. No substitute 
| picked, although Miss Arden heard 
| several auditions while here, 
Program aired over Mutual 
; work. 


| 


9? 


net- 


15- | 


Cross special emergency license fol- | 


j theme of radio showmanship with | 


Agency, left Saturday (19) for Holly- | 


the Co- | 


Hollywood, March 22. 

Baron Long, Los Angeles Biltmore 
hotel owner, has leased the property 
along Sunset Boulevard in Holly- 
wood between the new CBS and 
NBC studios and will erect a glori- 
fied eatery patterned after his Ca- 
sino at Agua Caliente. 

He'll call it ‘The Microphone.’ 





Chi Choir for’'Crosby Show 


Chicago, March 22. 
Lou Jackobson, producer’ with 


WGN here, is organizing and direct- | 
voices for a date on | 
of | 


ing choir of 85 
the Kraft-Bing 
April 21. 

Mixed voices will be cut in from 
local NBC studios, 


Crosby program 





Van Steeden’s Fill-In 

Mark Warnow orchestra, preceded 
for one week by Peter Van Steeden, 
; replaces the Carl Hoff crew on the 
Lucky Strike Hit Parade April 23. 

Hoff goes out following the April 9 
broadcast, Steeden doing his one- 
weeker between Hoff's exit and War- 
now's debut. Latter is down for six 
stanzas. 


‘Social Defense’ 


| (Continued from page 27) 











of Minnesota’ programs framed by 
B.B.D. & O.’s office in Minneapolis- 
St. Paul has been studied by other 
states with similar social-economic 
problems. 

Net result of the magnetism of 
radio entertainment for business men 
with diplomatic difficulties is 
stress the importance of what and 
how. Agencies in general are per- 
haps not at the moment prepared to 


plunge into radio programs of the 
kind that will help, without running 
a risk of making bad matters worse. 


1 Pacific Coast Radio Notes 


a 


Emerson | 


lon 
' 


to, 


Hugh Barrett Dobbs is now emcees. 
ing a twice-weekly morning pro. 
gram from KFRC, San Francisco 
/over the Mutual-Don Lee web, with 
fiddler Ace Wright, Haywire Mac and 
the Wyoming Cowboys, and Rosie 
and her Guitar in the cast. Dobbs 
left KJBS. recently when Frank Cope 
|Teturnec w resume the emcee spot 
on the ‘Aisrm Klok Klub’ programs, 








Cast of NBC's ‘Good Morning To. 
nite’ musicale, bankrolled by Albers 
Bros. Milling Co., treks to the Palace 
hotel, San Francisco, Tuesday (15) 
, tO originate the weekly Coast Red 
web broadcast at a United Grocers’ 
confab. 





Doa Logan, radio editor of the 
Oakland Post-Enquirer, sang ‘Fare. 
well to a Lovely Lady,’ new song 
| penned by radio scribe Bob Hall of 
the San Francisco Call-Bulletin, and 
Allan Courtland, in an appearance 
on Bennie Walker's Homestead Ama- 
teur Hour over KGO, San Francisco, 
last week. 


Josef Hornik has been given a 30- 
minute spot on the NBC-Blue web 
Wednesday nights for his ‘Viennese 
| Echoes’ musicale, off the air for seve 
; eral months. Hornik is on the net- 
| work's San Francisco staff. 
| 
| 





Chet Blomsness, formerly of KGW, 
Portland, Ore., is new addition to the 
NBC sales staff in San Francisco. 

Harry Elliott, CBS press chief in 
San Francisco, played host to local 
radio scribes at luncheon last week, 
then took some of the boys on an 
inspection of the KSFO transmitter, 

Pianist Eunice Steel leaving NBC, 
San Francisco, at month's end. 

Two page boys 
stalled at 


have been in- 
former hostesses’ desks at 
the NBC studios in San Francisco. 
Fleanor McFadden, former recep- 
tionist, has been made secretary to 
production manager Cameron Prud’- 
homme and Lillian Sharp, wife of 
NBC organist Charles Runyan, has 
resigned. Hostesses Jane Burns and 
Ruth Miller still c 1 the job. 

Pauline Swanson east for a biz to- 
do with Tom Fizdale and then both 
back to Hollywood. 

Clover Kerr, maimed in auto 
wreck and doing cheer-up program 
KFWB (Hollywood), given life 
membership by Norman Field in 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists. 


Virginia Verrill planed east for 


benefit between Log Cabin broad- 
provide, or such sponsors to boldly | 


Some utilities programs are regarded | 
;as dangerously close to boomerang- | 


ing. 


insurance, steel and other corpora- 
tions having high-salaried top execu- 
tives, with large labor fluctuation at 
the bottom, are among those giving 
heed to public relations as never be- 


fore. Radio seems certain to get its 
share. But radio may have to pro- 


vide the plan and the blueprint for 


casts in Hollywood. 
Olsen and Johnson waxing a new 
show for Music Corp. to peddle. 


ceremonies 








Dedicatory on new 


| Columbia Hollywood studio opening 
Brewers and distillers, aluminum, | 


men who are conservative and con- 


i fused to start with. 


San Francisco, March 22. 
Toby Reed, staff mikeman at 
KFRC, has been signed by the San 


quarter-hour commentary 
;‘Headlines of the Past.’ Program, 
‘which debuted last Thursday, will 
be aired Sundays and Thursdays at 
9:15 p.m. It’s the bank’s first ven- 
ture into radio. 

‘Headlines of the Past’ is the title 
used for a similar show broadcast 
by John Nesbitt over KFRC several 
years ago and which was devised by 
Bill Pabst. now program manager of 
KFRC and formerly on the produc- 
tion staff, 


Hartford, March 22. 


| Becker 


set back to April 30. 

Tex Rickard, former KMTR 
(Hollywood) manager, flirting with 
a pic acting career. 

Bob LeMond departed KEHE (Los 
Angeles) to become production chief 
at KYA (Frisco). 

Curley Fletcher, cowboy writer 
and mag ed, collabing with Don 
on the Dick Foran yippee 








: show being primed at Warner's stu- 
| dio. 
Francisco Bank to do a twice-weekly | 


titled | 


Donald Novis doing four vocal 
shots on Jack Runyon’s new ‘Passing 
Parade’ for Union Oil. 


Rita Gould, one-time vaude head- 





j liner, doing a sustaining stretch on 


KHJ (Los Angeles). 
; eA ’ als 
Jimmy Saphier east for two wee'ss 
to heat up a pair of deals. 
Ted Pearson took time out from 
wnouncing Metro show to do a come 





| mercial film in the east. 


A series of radio programs, ‘Money | 


Matters,’ over WDRC every Friday 
night at 7:30 has been jointly 
launched by the commercial banks 
of Hartford eounty. Program series 
has Nathan Kroll’s orchestra and a 
dramatization of an everyday 


oc- 


curence which might take place in| 


any home. 

Dramatization centers 
Banker John Stirling, who shows 
those in financial straits how their 
local bankers can help and advise 
| them, 


around 


Thomas Conrad Sawyer drew 4" 
other extension on his commentating 
for Sweetheart soap. 

s - tell- 

Jack Gross, KEHE manager. tell 
ing the station crew. that there'll 
be no changes until the transfer a 
Earle C. Anthony becomes officials. 

Soren 

T.ud Gluskin got a new contract 
from CBS as Coast musica’ director. 

scteare 

Charlie Butterworth on Chesier 
field program April 22 Herman 
Bernie, of Myron Selznick, set. 


=F 
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United Press Raids 


ae" 





Herb Moore 


Org.; Takes Away Nine Stations 


+ 
Seattle, March 22. 


With four radio stations in the 
siate divorcing from Transradio 
press April 1, one in Vancouver, | 
B. C., and another in the capital | 
\iarch 21 (Monday), and others in 

ection later, United Press steps 

o the Northwest radio picture in 
a big a\ UP begin to service 
“WMO. Tacoma: KIT, Yakima; KHQ 
il KGA, Spokane, from its radio 
< nd night wire April 1 KGY 
{)}\ Dis ane arop copy a 
A OR \ B ( € tne 
€ rie C py Cs 
jare 2] 

Later ¢ KOL, here, and KXRO, 
Aberdeen, go on the UP circuit. All 

e outlets have been receiving 
service from Transradio. 

UP radio press wire from Los An- 
geles was stopped at Salem, Ore., 
come me ago, officials hiding how 
f p the coast they were set, hence 
he lid not brit their radio wire 

} t] but used the relay 

n there on pr news to take 

e of special accounts hereabouts 

| field men had turned in sta- 
on commitments. UP’s Seaitle 
ibseribei s KOMO-KJR. These 
tatiol | continue with straight 

UP service and not use the radio 

re 

Phil Curran, rep for UP in th 
district, lined up deals. Frank H. 
Bartholomew, head of the Pacific 
Coast Division, came in for closing. 

Others here for confabs on North- 
west switchover were: Herbert K 
(Jagos, editor-in-chief of the radio 

re Count Robert Keyserlingk, 
vestern mer. British UP, limited, 
and J. F. Gale, business rep Oregon 
lerritory. 

Harold Parr, bureau chief of 
Tronsradio, did plenty of hopping by 


zir to various points when the 
crvack-up began, but could do noth- 
ing lt understood 

as holding tight to its rate increase 


is 


Transradio | 





STRICTLY SUSTAINING 


Doernbrecher Sisters Keeping the 
KVI Island for Personal Hospitality 
Seattle, March 22. 
Doernbrecher girls, Miss Dorothy 
and Mrs. Bernice D. Bonlianne, who 


operate Stat n KVI Tact ma-Seattle 
\ 1 not convert the Puget Sound 
| ( Oa é il resort S 
€ ( eda A € eq I ey 
rdered s fo é continued per- 
nal é d to give idvVel 
ent fi ¢ e¢ 
t KV 
ne ana Whicn Nas peen I ertea 
to a lazy spot for the exercise f 


western hospitality. 


Miss Louise Receoni, KXI traffic 
mgr., is leaving on trip to New York 
and Washington via Panama Canal. 
She’s the third of this station to 
) ke . eY trel ) the p: + f¢ x 
1 tns 


Doug Connah N.Y. Radio 
Eye for Greene Agency 


Douglas Duff Connah is the 
radio director for James A. Greene 
agency of Atlanta, icceeds Sam 
slate who quit last week, Con- 
nah was formerly with CBS press 
department and prior to that with 
BBDO agency. 

Greene agency will keep Connah 


in New York to keep an eye on its 
sole web show, the Friday night half- 


hour variety layout for Nehi Bot- 
tling. Director will supervise, 
though NBC produces the program 


for network’s red ribbon. 


and this was one of the outs for | 


some outlets in refusing to renew. 


99 


Vancouver, March 22. 
Station CJOR will hereafter 
Transradio and British United Press 
service jointly. 
Went into effect yesterday 
iday). 


(Mon- 





None Left 
Kansas City, March 22. 

Radic tion manager was 
asked why his station had never 
made a listener survey, 

Exec quipped he’d thought 
about it, but doubted if he'd 
ever t: ke one as total surveys 
of other local stations showed 
that, in the aggregate, they had 
212% of the listeners. 





have | 








Headlines Only 
Idea Stressed 


y Press-Radio : 








Press-R: Bureau ‘ ! | 
tal ( f lat aité sing 
credi es on new yroadca In- 
stead { ¢ ( g itl Further 
deta € ni e I 
newspapei form now ordered into 
effect h: it: ‘And the details, et 

Mi D > 
« € Y tne 

t ) 
ye E ¢ ove ne l ju 
tne ) r é € fac \ he 
ula r t ta ) i! 
Ou y é ie! Pre 
Rad e cre ed ¢ 
brief flashe 


Lawton Campbeil in L. A. 


Hollywood, March 22. 
Lawton Campbell, eastern radio 
cl ef fo. R ith auff & Rvan, here 
for discussions with Tiny Ruffner, 
western head. 


Talking mostly about 
+ three produced 
the 


fall setup for 
programs here by 
agency 

KTHS, Hot Springs, Ark., is a 
ranging a wireless combination with 
KCMC, Texarkana, Tex., for rebroad- 
cast of KTHS commercial and sus- 
taining shows in Texarkana. 


Te- 


| 


By SAM X. HURST 

Bt. 

Thrills, careers, reforms and dough 
are among the reasons given by s0- 
ciety dames in this neck of the woods 


March 22. 


in trying to crash the six radio sta- 
tions in the St. Lou area. Some 
have an idea they can revolutionize 
{ C+} , the 
Ww) lea it é ell written 
q ; 4 yf i 
nent joo Some i Otne 
eT f 2 x 
UU € ) i 
é é i t 
f ple i¢ € that € 
i ely Zz € em tk rst e 
Ray D tion Iper or at 
KWK, tf f i that a majority of 
the s ety femmes ould like t 
tur id entertainment nforma 
nm, ek different channels 
Their ide ‘ ll, to themselves 
intil Dad explode then vith a 
fe y tT! , tha FC( requ tatio7 
pol e like The } ty 
f fe ting KWK ited 
the swanl Hotel C 1 the 
West End. h e bee yi] ¥ to t 
atis; they just want to get on the 
adic 
At WEW, operated by the St. 
Louis University, General Manager 
Al S. Foster finds little trouble in 
discouraging them when he unfolds 


a resume of the hard work, training 


and experience that forms the back- | 
ground of all successful radio work- | 


ers, Foster never overlooks telling 
the aspirants that ‘names’ are of no 
value to the station without the solid 
background required. 


Frank Eschen, program director at 


Lil Work, Big Pay, St. Loo Society Gals 
Slant on Radio; Facts Wreck Theories 


KSD, owned and operated by the St. | 


been con- 
request of 
and warb- 
He 


Louis Post-Dispatch, has 
fronted not only with the 
finding places for gabbers 
lers but also spots for scripters. 


recalls one femme who brought 
along a fairly good script. When 
Eschen asked if she could turn out 


VARIETY 


five a week over an extended period 

the gal said ‘Oh, ves’ and was neve 

again seen around the studio. 
Woody Klose, program director at 


WTMV, said there has been a slo 
but steady flow of society gals across 
the Mississippi to where the station 
located. Of the or¢ A ave 
ried t ish the ition ee 
Ve ] ¢ Cad ee 
yea I f é yf e | t St 
Lou J Ser e Club ed as 
1gste and one cial re te e 
fror » I ] ed ; i en 
if ~ € ¢ «< K] ¢ fe 
B; ~ Lie y 1d ] < 
ent f WII f t j ‘ 
J I ¢ i¢ q ea ) j 
ve ( ! ‘*h hard work and long 
nou e ] ( ary in the prt duction 
if a show but a majority of them are 
Villing to undertake it 


Gen. Motors Sponsors M.P. 
Of England for Canada 


i ‘ B te ( 

f be f B h | 2 
l tral itlantic Droade ( é q 
tatior ( nac n net CO! ‘ z 

General lot of Canad; | 

Colonel Stoopnagle (F, Chase 
Taylor) takes over the Bromo- 
Seltzer spot on the NBC blue 
(WJZ) April 3. 

He will have a singer and a piano 
duo on the program. 

KXYZ, Houston’s New Rep 

KXYZ, Houston, and KRIS, Cor- 

pus Christi, Tex., are now being 


represented nationally by the Bran- 
ham Co. 
T. Frank 


stations. 


Smith manages both 



































The Big Broadcast 





To facilit 


Wwe 


ate contact @ direct telephone 


wire from our New York office to WCAU 
Philadelphia headquarters is available 
free to all New York advertisers and agen- 
cies. Simply coll Wickersham 2-2000. 
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3 ACTUALLY 
a-Yolel sbheXom@molohiZ-yuet-jbele mele (-yelesl-\-Mmoloyen 
axe) bbbeKe MCL ole) Mott Mm eLol ales elol Mb uoKetle 
money is, patently, the key cut-to- 
fo} xe (-) ae Ko) a o} nolo Le lolol-j MmoKoha-P a ee-phekes 
Vb td sWm-Yo Kol sMmmole) oh ammo) amma e\-Wan 9 -V.00 om ip 

an 0. WD) (@eamD)F. 4 Oe NO). O Aameoloysebsrlobelobbetes 
$5, the intention of the purchasers 
to use the book—and use it con- 
tinually—is deemed self-evident. A 
few of that mighty 96% are listed 
herewith. Volume II is currently 
in preparation. For further informa- 
te consult your nearest VARIETY 

office. 
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National Air Mail Week Ballyhoo 
Includes ‘How Book’ for Radio 


+ 


Both the networks and local sta- 
tions are being lined up to support 
the National Air Mail Week cam- 


paign which opens May 15. Elaborate 
etc., is- | 


brochure of tie-ups, stunts, 
sued for radio stations by 
Younts and Charles Crutchfield. 


Local committees are urged by 


Paul 


the 
general campaign’s pilots to prevail 
Stations to 
covering various phases 


doings, to grant five to 


transcription 
of the 
15-minute 


and insert 


upon use 


week's 


periods on schedules 

chainbreak announcements about 
slated network programs on the sub- 
ject 


F.T.C. Raps Hair-Tex 
March 22 
Ban on radio advertising for hair- 
two San Fran- 


Washington, 


+ 


tonic turned out by 
cisco dandruff - eradicators was 
threatened by the Federal Trade 
Commission last week. 

Charges of engaging in false and 
misleading propadanga were filed 


against Walter B. Galvin and Louis 
H. Mooser, Jr., trading as Hair-Tex 
Co. 
Edythe Dixon Joins Fizdale. 
Chicago, March 22 

Edythe Dixon, press head of WLS, 
has resigned. 

Joins local office of the publicity 
firm of Tom Fizdale. 





_ Here and There 


Howard Doyle, announcer 
recently left WOR, has 
WMCA, N. Y. 


who 


Pat Ballard 
songs for the 
CBS for U 


whipping 
Ben 
ovel S. Tire. 

Jack Stevens’ ‘Sports of the Week,’ 
from WTIC, 
Yankee Network. 


15 minutes 
carried over 


Elizabeth Jenkins, formerly of St. 
new to WAGA, Atlanta, com- 


staff 


Louis 


mercial 


George T. Luck leaves Betts adver- 
tising agency, Denver, to become di- 
rector of the merchandising depart- 
ment at KLZ. 


Bill Dunn, formerly affiliated with | 


the publicity dept. of American Air 
Lines, has 


nacityv. 
r e 


Ros Metzger, Ruthrauff & Ryan 


radio head in Chi, off to the Ba- | 
hamas., 

Judson Edwards and Jess Mc- 
Cowan at the KSO-KRNT, Des 


' Moines, transmitting station, turned 
firemen last week and saved a near- 
|by house that happened to be the 
|property of city fireman, J. M. 
Clemons. 








News Makes 


phone waiting for them. 


to the microphone. 


them. 


Mayor LaGuardia 
Walter Hampden 
Lillian Gish 

Jeff Davis 


(King of Hoboes) 
Ellsworth Vines 
Jack Dempsey 


Covernor Lehman 


unit. 


attract new ones, 


selection. 





Names Make News for 
WGR-WKBW! 


When celebrities visit Buffalo they find a BBC micro- 
The names that make the local 
headlines are the names that make the air! 
past few months BBC has brought scores of celebrities 


This list represents but a few of 


Celebrities in every field of general interest are brought 
to the BBC studios or greeted by the mobile shortwave 
In addition to the “build-up” of the basie CBS 
network, WGR and WKBW maintain a schedule of con- 


stant local showmanship to hold habitual listeners and 


BBC has the “imagination” 
taulizes on local events when they occur. 


ship is an important consideration in your station 


WGR "te oisrs caus WKBW 


National Representatives—FREE & PETERS, Inc. 


Listeners ! 


During the 


Mickey Walker 
Sigmund Spaeth 
Ed Don George 
Max Gordon 


Joe McCarthy 
Ab Jenkins 
Dr. Dafoe 


and the news sense that capi- 


That showman- 


joined | 
up special | 


Bernie programs | 
| 


Hartford, | 


joined CBS in a like ca- | 


WTIC’S $35,000 PROFIT 


Travelers’ Insurance Station Once 
Was Big Annual Loser 
| 





Hartford, March 22. 
WTIC reports a profit of $35,000 
during 1937. Station used to present 
| the Travelers Insurance Co., owners, 





| with annual deficit of more than 
| $250,000. 
Many operating changes, notably 


|! economies in studio orchestras, were 
put through. 

| February the station went 
A.F.M. agreement to the 
13-piece concert ensembie 
Moshe Paranov. 


back 
use 
une- 


| under 
of a 
der 


‘CAROLINA RADIO MAP 
DUE FOR ALTERATION 


Charlotte, N. C 
Changing radio picture in 
Carolina: 
Greenville Broadcasting Co., Green- 
ville, is asking for a new station, to 


March 22 
North 


be operated on 1,500 kc. with 250 
watts power. 
Nathan Frank, of New Bern, is 


asking for a new station there, to be 
operated on 1,500 ke. with 100 watts. 

W. C. Ewing and Harry Layman, 
|operating as Cumberland Broadcast- 
jing Co., have had their 
for a pew station at Fayetteville ap- 


application 


stall new and better equipment. 


{ 


‘prez of WFIL. 


proved. They want to operate on| 
11,340 ke. with 250 watts, daytime 
(only. Layman is now serving as 
| engineer at WFTC, Kinston 

| WBIG, Greensboro, is asking to be 
| allowed to boost its power and in- 


R. A. Dunlee and WMFD, Wilming- 
ton, also want to increase power and 
install new equipment. 


Have You a Cold? 
San Francisco, March 22. 

Similarity of names has caused 
some embarrassment for Byron 
| Mills, former tenor and announcer, 
| who is NBC’s chief continuity blue- 
| penciller in the local division. He’s 
being mistaken for Byron Mells, né 
| Byron Mellberg, who recently 
started baritoning on the Roma Wine 
|Co.’s program, ‘Toast of the Town.’ 
Mills is getting letters from friends 
| and fans quizzing him about his sud- 
|} den change of voice 





| Mells, who arrived in Frisco a 
|couple weeks ago, walked into 
| KRFC, local CBS release, just in 


|time for the Roma Wine audition. 
| He was okayed on the spot. 
| ‘casted 


'WW/J Hotcha Show NBC 
Detroit, March 22. 
WWJ 's Saturday afternoon ‘Swing- 
| eae show goes NBC Red starting 
| this Saturday (26), with both south- 
|eastern and southwestern auxiliary 
'nets added. Show has been hitting 





| WWJ for several weeks. 
Included will be pop-tune band 
under Paul Leash, 


| Eats, the Swing Sextet and _ the 
| Batchelors. Added for initial airing 
will be Vaughn Monroe, warbler 


here. 


! 





New Boston Radiotes 
Boston, March 22. 

Latest Hub station additions: Mor- 
ris C. Thompkins, Jr, formerly Bos- 
|ton Transcript, now with WEEI sales 
division. Warren J. Stevens switched 
from the WEEI transmitter to the 

| studio control staff. 
| Don Hewett, formerly 
| E. E. Clive legit company at Copley 
Square, now a WORL announcer. 


lers, as an announcer and carrying 
his own show, Musical Numerolo- 
| gist, on WORL. 


Free & Peters Gets WDBJ 

Free & Peters, station reps, add- 
ing WDBJ, Roanoke, Va., to its list. 
|Repping national and effective im- 
mediately. 

Station, a 5.000-watt member of 
|CBS’ southeastern group, formerly 
had three different reps in as many 
areas. George P. 
handled Chicago, Sears & 
New York, and Walter 
Coast. 


Biddick 


the 





Archie Josephson’s Chi Rep 
Hollywood, March 22. 
Archie Josephson’s 20th Century 
Radio Productions, transcription 
producers, is invading the Chicago 
field. 
New branch will «be in 
charge of William Arnold, who will 


sales 





have a staff of four salesmen. 





|ozone at 3:30 p.m. Saturdays over | 


the Sophistro- | 


| with Jack Marchand’s orchestra cur- | 
|}rent in Terrace Room, Hotel Statler 
{ 


with the | 


| Lew Rogers comes in from WPRO, | 
| Providence, after summer theatre- | 
|ing with the Mary Young theatre | 
|}and the New London (N. H.) Play-| 


Hollingberry 
Ayer in| 
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CITE SELDOM-EVOKED [Radio Sports Program Has 


LABOR LAW VS. WFIL' Theatre, Small Town Ties; - 





Bob Elson Runs Contests 


Philadelphia, March 22. 


WFIL was forced to make lump- | 


sum settlements with three radio | Chicago, March 22. 
construction engineers who took| Question-and-answer stunt is be- 
the station to court on a rarely-| jing developed into the sports field 


used legal principle known as ‘Pro- jin a new program set by WGN here 


curing refusal to hire.’ he | for Lorillard Tobacco. Sports 
John A. Herrmann, Christian} quiz, held every Saturday night, 


Foley and Willard Dailey, members 
of United Electrical, Radio and Ma- 
chine Workers, 


starting April 23, will be conducted 
: i-| by Bob Elson who also does the 
CIO, filed suit play-by-play on WGN for Old Gold 


against WFIL about a year ago in| gigs, 

Common Pleas court. Settlement| Tied in on the quiz will be some 
was negotiated out of court, how- | 23 cities within a radius of 150 miles 
ever, by Paul A. Waldbaum, their | of Chicago, with eliminations to be 
attorney, and Samuel R. Rosebaum, | held in each city, and the winners 


shipped to Chi each Saturday for the 


Trio was hired on_ temporary | play-off. Quiz contest will run 
basis to install equipment in WFIL’s | through to the end of the baseball 


new studios. While working they | season, with a general final quiz of 
were offered steady jobs at RCA-jall winners to be held at that time, 
Victor. However, after being told | and the two winners to get free trip 


to report there for work, they said,| to the World’s Series 


they were later notified not to ap-| Elimination in each of the cities 
pear because the broadcasting sta-| (one for each week of the baseball 


tion objected. season) will be generally held in the 


aE aeeaini town’s top theatre, though in a few 

of the towns the elimination con- 

ARGENTINE GETS test will be held on the local station 
in that city. 

FIRST BRITISH FEEDS Glen Parker has joined the an- 

nouncing staff of WHO, Des Moines. 


Bueno Aires, March 15. taking the place of Harold ‘Hod’ 
Special short wave transmissions |Grams, who goes to KSD, St. Louis. 
of the British Broadcasting Co. for Parker comes to WHO from KFJB, 


° ‘ in ‘ 7. . 
Latin America were inaugurated | Marshalltown. 
yesterday (14), when the first news | 
bulletin in Spanish and Portuguese | 








was sent from England. This bul- r ro 

letin will in future be aired daily | ) O W S A H i 
from two BBC shortwavers at Da- 

ventry on a wave length of 31.55 , 7 

metres, under the call sign GSB, and } O W S A H ! 


directed to Central and South Amer- | 
ica respectively. The bulletin in 
Spanish will be broadcast at 1:30 
Greenwich Meridian Time and will; 
be followed by a bulletin in Portu- 
guese at 1:45 G.M.T. They will be! 
received in Central and South Amer- 
ica during the evening of the pre- 
vious day, as Argentine time is five 
hours earlier than G.M.T. 

First airing was marked in B.A. by 
a cocktail party in the Argentine 
ministry of foreign affairs, in the 
presence of the Ambassador of Great | 
Britain and the leading people con- | 
nected with British interests in this 
country. They heard the inaugural | 
speech of Sir John Reith, director- | 
general of BBC. He spoke in Eng- |} 
lish and his address was translated | 
afterwards in Spanish and Portu- 
guese., 

Afterwards came a concert of the} 
BBC orchestra, conducted by Eric} 
Fogg. Atmospheric disturbances in- 
jured to little extent this first trans- 
mission which was relayed in Ar- 
gentina by the state station (LRA) 
and Radio Excelsior (LR5). 


Cunniff Appointed Mgr. 
Of 2 Lincoln Stations 


Lincoln, March 22. 
Ed Cunniff has been appointed 
manager of the KFAB-KFOR 


sta- 
tions in Lincoln, with the assign- 
ment of being sales manager in ad- | 
dition. Head of the service depart- | 


ment is Ray Schwartz, and Paul |! 
(Mgt. 


YOWSAA! 
Thanks 


U. S. RUBBER 


and 


BEN BERNIE 


For Renewing Our 


Writing Contracts 


PARKE 
LEVY 


and 











Dodd stays on as office manager, 

This, with appointment of Jiggs 
Miller, formerly KFEQ, St. Joseph, 
Mo., to be program director at 
| KFAB, and Jack Hanssen, ditto for 
KFOR, sets the whole organization | 
| right. 


Hasty Pudding on NBC Blue 
Boston, March 22, 
WBZ and WBZA, Boston-Spring- 


field, will give the NBC Blue Net- 
(Met. WILLIAM MORRIS, INC.) 


HENRY SOUVAINE, Ine.) 





work a preview of Harvard's 92nd 
annual Hasty Pudding Show Wed- 
nesday (23). Production, ‘So Proud- | 
ly We Hail,’ will have songs and 
sketches scribbled by trade offspring. | 
Nathaniel Benchley, son of Robert | 
Benchley; Vinton Freedley, Jr., the | 
producer's son; Robert Sarnoff, 7) 
| 

} 

| 

















CFCF 


MONTREAL 
MONOPOLY 


CKCF has a monopoly that vio- 
lates no anti-trust laws! Con- 
ditions on the island of Mont- 
real are such that outside sta- 
tions are not heard ia daytime 
and irregularly at night. 


N. B. C. 


Affiliate 


of the RCA Board of Directors chair- 
man, and Ben Welles, son of Under 
Secretary of State Sumner Welles, 
are responsible. 













Pollack with Penner 

Hollywood, March 22. | 

Ben Pollack finishes out the string 

for Jimmy Grier on the Joe Penner 

Cocomalt program. Takes over | 

April 3. | 

Grier goes varnstorming with his | 
band, 















Birt Fisher, gen mgr. KOMO-| 
KJR, Seattle, returned home via the | 
Canal from an eastern trip, which | 
lincluded Miami and Havana. betes BS HIE 


CECE UNITED 
STATES REVKESENTATINES 


"y 











<y 


° 
23, 


Wednesday, March 


oo 


18 Hours Of 
Music Daily On 
Station WNEW 


WNEW, N. Y.’s around-the-clock 
broadcaster, devotes the overwhelm- 
jng majority of its time to programs 
featuring music. Average day finds 
the indie station devoting between 
18 and 19 hours out of the 24 to mu- 
sical shows. Unusual for a local 
station. 

Stan Shaw’s recorded owl program 


five hours nightly Two 


consumes 

Martin Block periods, a.m. and p.m., 
total three hours, 15 mins Othe1 
daily regular musical shows are 
those presided over by Alan Kent, 
Merle Pitt’s house orch, Lanny Grey, 
Arizona Red, Ray Hamilton, King 


Arthur and the hillbilly act of Uncle 
Pete and Louise. 

Another large slice of time, rela- 
tively, is devoted to news. Com- 
bined periods around the clock total 


iwe-and-one-half hours daily 


Station has an extreme paucity of 
dramatic show chiefly fills in time 
not devoted to music nor news with 


remote stunt broadcasts. 


DRYS IMPOSE WILL; 
BAN BOOZE ADS 


Rochester, N. Y., March 22. 
WSAY is on the spot with church 
and dry groups in city for liquon 
rdvertising on the air. Barred at} 
ether stations because of militant | 


dry pressure. Groups are now cir- | 
culating petitions asking WSAY | 
management to stop this sort of ad- 
vertising and while petitions are 
gently worded there is plenty of ‘or | 
else’ behind them 

With both daily newspapers and | 
two larger radio definitely 
barring liquor and beer advertising, 
and street car company bowing to 
similar campaign, wet interests find- 
ing difficulty getting their 
for any in the city. 


stations 


goods be- 


sizable section 


Les Fox to Frisco 


99 


oe 


Ma! ch 


as sales 


Kansas City, 
lie Fox 
station 


J. Les leaves 
ever of KMBC tuke Pa- 
cific coast manageriel chore for In- 
ternational Radio Sales on April 14. 
Fox will headquarter in San Fran- 
€isco. 

Churel. hasn't 
Fox's shoes yet. 

John Livingston, Fox's predecessor 
jn Frisco, has been named national 
gules mgr. of KEHE, Los Angeles, 
end southern California rep of Inter- 
National Radio Sales. 


Audience Crime Show 


Chicago, March 22. 
WGN is readying an audience par- 
ticipation program, ‘Super Sleuths. 
which will call on contestants to find 
the solution of enacted crime 
mysteries, 


man- 


1o 


found for 


anyone 


Cast will include a semi-comic de- 
tective who will m.c. the show for 
comedy twists and work with audi- | 
€nce groups that volunteer to solve 
the whodunit. 


Scoops at 4 A M. 

St. March 22 

Gene Hogan, news commentator 
for WTMV,. wis routed out of bed | 
at 4 am. last week when tipped 
off that Leo Quick, East St. Louis 
labor leader, had been slain by two 
Unidentified men as he was eniering 
his home a short time before 
Hogan covered the story 
on the air with it at 6 a.m., 
tion's first news broadcast. 


Louis, 


and was 
the sta- 


Sheldon Milliken Very lll 
Sheldon Milliken, spot 
Pediar & Ryan agency, is seriously 
il in Fifth Avenue hospital, N. Y 
Likelihood is that Milliken will be 
In the hospital for at least a month 
Will then vO away on an indef leave 
for his health 


buver fo. 


of absence 








“Sports Announcer” 
Wants position 
Dlav - by 


at st Jeoinis 


ation « 


ecounts Many 


. play 
o\perience at si station 


Write D25, Variety, New York 


‘~eeees 


Thit 
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Dot Lee’s ‘Show Must 
Go On’ at Earle, Philly 


Philadelphia, March 22. 
Dorothy Lee, making p a. at the 
Earle here witu Bert Wheeler, made 
all skedded apperances with a trained 
nurse backstage with her. 














Background Noise 





Announcer broke into the 
chainbreak after the Rudy 
Vallee show last Thursday 


night (17) with a news bulletin 














Radio Sets Arrangements Well Ahead 


VARIETY 


—_ 


For Big Howdy to Swedish Prince 



































Miss Lee was unable, however, to telling about Poland's ultima- — = 
go with the rest of the acts to the tum to Lithuania and the pro- ; : 
Stanley, Camden, on Sunday, where war _demonstrations being Philadelphia, March 22. affair arranged — in commemoration 
Earle shows regul.rly appear be- staged In Warsaw. . Swedish-American liner Kungs- of 300th anni of founding of Penn- 
cause ‘of Pennsylvania blue laws. Immediately following this holm will have radio equipment in-| sylvania_ by the Swedes . 
Miss Lee has been ailing all week came the voice of Robert Taylor stalled on it by Philly stations and | Committee arranging rad 0 and 
ai phe shouting jubilantly: ‘Maxwell networks when it docks in New | consists of Ken Stowman, of WCAU 
‘ House Coffee presents ‘Good York April 23. This is in prepara-;} Jim Allen, of WIP; and Jim Aull 
Federals Press Satire News of 1938.’ tion for its next trip over on June| of KYW. They are working with 
9) , + wari ha > > ~ ane C 7 Th . —w > WW, » ae anon 
Federal] a — a sciciacalimiane = iui ae a ee = . nt ee fo! 
programe which has replaced ‘The ree gi ? 
Shadow,’ with ‘Their Greatest Pyle Heads Waxers Boat will lay overn ght at the; the State 
Stories,’ on Mutual’s network has a mouth of the breakwater—with 
newspaper satire scheduled for Sun- eli radio men aboard id proceed up 
day (27). Title is Mr. Mergenthwirk- Hollywood, March 22 the river June 29 On hated (One from the Coast 
er’s Lobblies.’ C. C. Pyle is president of the re- | ©acn ol oe =— ee ee ee 
‘Shadow’ is off until the fall tly organized Association of | -O™<> NBC, CBS Mutu | and M1 eee 
SE Se tercity, will have United Airline: Hollywood, March 2: 
Bernie Armstrong Lucky Radio Transcription Pro icers of flying overhead run two-way com First musical sustainer cut of the 
Pittsburgh. March 99 Hollywood munication between ship and planes | BC tudio here for the network 
Bernie Armstrong, staff organist Other officers are Frank Purkett Kungsholm will stop at Wilmins aired last week with Dorothy 
at KDKA, has a winner in the Irish/| vice-prez and director; R. U. McIn- | ton, where the prince will be greeted | Page and Bob Stevens as vocalists 
sweepstakes. tush, secretary and director; C. P.| by President Roosevelt as he steps th Frank Hodek’s studio band 
Means at least $2,500 to him and|McGregor, t easurer and director; |on U. S. soil. He'll then proceed Program is an offshoot of the mu- 
considerably more if his horse | Gerald King, director, and John J.|to the Philly navy yard where two) sicians’ recent ruling for more work 
shows. Wilson, general counsel. days of ceremonies will begin. Whole r local musiker 
jnasiliaeseaiemcaiasciiat 
' 
~ 
4 
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$$ ____4t___|_ _*__ 








here on the counter. 





“Don't lug that to the back room, Joe. 


ne, 








a 














Atelisies to James Lhasher 














7 1 
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Let’s stack it right 
They've a new show on WLW.” 
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Another Strong Rebuke of F.C.C. Legal 


Procedure Made 


Washington, March 22. | 
handed 
tha Federal Communications Com- 
mission last week by the District of 
Columbia Court of Appeals in a pair 
.f decisions growing out of contro- 

‘rsies over regulatory body pro- 
cedure Jurists reversed the Com- 
sh and ordered reconsideration ¢ 
sats to Dorrance D. Roderick, El 


Paso. and Gross and Shield Sagi- 


Sanrehinge rebukes were 
scorening reDUkKes were 


() tion of whether the F.C.C. has 
. *ht to refuse to allow a news- 
yap to engage in broadcasting also 
; brought up in one of the case 
th the court, through Associate 
Justice Harold M. Stephens, asserting 
‘here is no provision of law which 


justifies discrimination between rival 


because 
be a publisher. 


applicants merely one hap- 


pens to 

Making good on promises to lay 
down more concrete rules for the 
F.C.C., the appellate court in both 
‘eedings spanked the regulatory 
init for being sloppy in making find- 
ing f fact to support its 
Issue were much the same as 
two last December 
which led to complete change in the 
method of deciding on applications. 


Dror 


lat 
conciu- 
sions 


those in 


cases 


In the more important Saginaw 
case—which would up in partial vic- 
tory for the Saginaw Broadcasting 


Co., candidates for a time-sharing 








CALGARY 
ALBERTA 


1,000 Watts 
Fall Time 
Basic CBC 





by Appeals Court 


Ste- 
had 


Justice 


Commish 


1200 ke 
phens found that the 


transmitter 


misstated positive bits of evidence, 
declared that dissatisfied applicants 
are entitled to wait until after the 


acted 


before 


upon a petition 
they seek re- 
and held that a 


ion that a certain party 
t 


yr rehearing 


Commish has 
fi 
view I 


om the court, 


yualified or that a pa cular action 
| serve the public interest is not 
i t reason for reaching a de- 


detail in the Si 


ifginaw 
case opinin, where the court said 
basie facts’ must be recited in the 


formal decision Justice Stephens | 
tcld the Commish to ‘attentive 
consideration’ to the evidence taken 
by examiners in order to reach the 
fundamental facts and then reason to 


£ive 


the ultimate facts.’ Unnecessary for 
the decision to recite the evidence, 
but the findings must be ‘unambig- 
uously stated’ so that it apparent 
why the Commish arrived at its par- 
ticular conclusion. 


Several of the reasons given by the 
Commish in the Saginaw matter were 
termed insufficient, while Justice 
Stephens said that some of the errors 
made in stating the facts were prej- 
udicial to the Saginaw Broadcasting 
Co. Among the F.C.C.’s assertions 
which the court deemed incomplete 
were findings that the publie need in 
the Michigan city was such as to re- 
quire uninterrupted service, and 
the bare observation that both par- 
ties were financially fitted to hold a 
franchise. Furthermore, the argu- 
ment contained in the F.C.C. brief 
was irrelevant in an important re- 
spect. 

Even if the record does contain 
facts which substantiate the Com- 
mish decision, the regulatory body is 
not relieved from the obligation of 
making findings through careful 


| scrutiny of the evidence, Justice Ste- 


phens declared, while the errors 
made in summarizing the case show 


| the record was not studied with the 


thoroughness which is to be expected 
from ‘an unbiased body of experts 
discharging a function so important.’ 

In the El Paso case—which origi- 
nally attracted attention because the 
newspaper ownership issue was 








| | 
| ‘CALM DOWN’ LECTURE — 
ay | GIVEN WFIL SPIELERS 


TO THIS 


The smoothest path to South- 
ern New England’s billion dol- 
lar market is also the surest— 
through the 50,000 watts of 
Station WTIC. Ross Federal’s 
survey shows that WTIC out- 
ranks its field in popularity to 
the tune of 60° of the families 
in the Hartford area, compared 
to 24° who listen to the num- 
ber-two station at any given 
time, 


As for WTIC’s popularity with 
advertisers—based on its rec- 
ord as a business builder, con- 
sider this impressive record of 
Southern New England's num- 
ber-one station 


WTIC 


THE TRAVELERS BROADCASTING SERVICE CORPORATION ment 


FIRST 
In Number of Network 
Advertisers 


In Number of National 
Spot Advertisers 


In Number of Local 
Advertisers 
. 


Write today for our interesting 
32-nage brochure giving full 
detai/s on the Ross Federal 
Survey and facts about the 
WTIC billion dollar market. 


50,000 WATTS 
Hartford, Conn. 


MEMBER NBC RED NETWORK AND YANKEE NETWORK 


Paul W. Morency, General Manager @ 


Kepresentatives: Weed & Company ¢@ 





dames F. Claner, Business Manager 


New York, Detroit. Chicage, San bFranciseo 





{ Communciations 


|from the standpoint 











Leave ’Em in Basket 





Chicago, March 22. 

Columbia-WBBM here 1! 
instituted a department of 
ideas, through which all new 
schemes and plans for programs 
will filter. 

Has assigned Bob Hafter to 
that desk, with Hafter commis- 
sioned to decide whether or not 
an idea has sufficient merit to 
warrant further consideration 
by CBS-WBBM and 


sales execs 


1as 


program 











for- 
ice-chairman Irvin Stewart 
he Court admonished Commish 
they must be careful 
in conducting hearings and repeated 
warnings that detailed findings of 
‘'t must be contained in 
Justice Stephens observed 
stance that the Court was ‘unable to 
determine what facts and for what 
reasons the Commission regarded an 
additional necessary.’ 
The jurists’ slant on newspaper in- 
dicated that an amendment to the 
Act is necessary if 
the Commish is to follow a policy of 
discriminating against the press. 
Some other reason must be found to 
denv nublishers’ 


raised in a vigorous dissent by 
mer \ 
exX- 
1 


; 
L 


aminers more 


rac decisions. 


in this in- 


station as 


pleas, since ‘we 
know of no provision of statute or 
rule of law, and are cited to 
which forbids broadcasting by the 
owner of a newspaper.’ In this con- 
nection, the tribunal rebuffed Arthur 
W. Scharfeld, Phil Loucks, and Jo- 
seph F. Zias, attorneys for KTSM. 
the appellant, who complained that 
the F.C.C. erred by failing to con- 
sider whether joint control of a pa- 
per and a station would result in ‘un- 
duly advantageous competitive posi- 
tion.’ 


none, 


Sloppy 

The criticism occasioned by sloppi- 
ness of the examiner in the case 
tends to make it more difficult for 
applicants to present a strong case. 
Justice Stephens ruled out as incom- 
petent raft of testimony—common in | 
F. C, C. hearings—that local people 
expressed a desire for and intent to 
patronize another station. Such evi 


dence is ‘clearly hearsay,’ the court ! 


asserted, and its admission gave Rod- 
erick an unfair advantage. 

Throughout both decisions was 
seen a clear indication that the D. C. 
tribunal will pay stricter attention to 
operations of the F.C.C., particularly 
of seeing that 
decisions are backed up by convincing 
evidence. Radio attorneys were grat- 
ified at this attitude, inasmuch as nu- 
merous denials in the past have not 
| been appealed because of the diffi- 
culty in finding something in Com- 
mish decisions with which to take 
issue. 








Philadelphia, March 22. 
Tron-fisted ukase against vocal 
|hysteria by gabbers in reading 





BILLION DOLLAR MARKET | foreign news bulletins was issued to 


| his staff by Don Withycomb, WFIL 
|e.m., last Monday. Order followed 
Withycomb’s unprecedented action in 
cutting one of his own announcers 
|from the air in the middle of a 
sentence, 
Spicler on whom the plug 
| pulled was Clint Johnson. 


was 
He was 


| reading a bulletin from Berlin, which | 
show. | 


was cut in on a musical 
Withycomb happened to stroll into 
| the control room at the time. He 
'ordered the panelman to cut out 


continue playing. 

Meeting of the gabstaff was called 
immediately. Withycomb declared 
news department will continue to 
have option of breaking into pro- 
| grams with oulletins whenever it 


| feels they are worthy, but after lec- | 


turing mikemen on jingoism and 
part .t played in getting U. S. into 
the last war, he instructed them that 
news in the future must be delivered 
In ‘a sane, sober, unadulterated 


Flash! 


Washington, March 2% 


Nameless WJSV_ program isn't 
|nameless any more, now that local 
| station jury has decided upon tag 


for the before-breakfast entertain- 
which Warren Sweeny 
sents over the CBS outlet. 
Instead of ‘Program Without a 
Name.’ Sweeney's sting will be ‘Old 
Chanticleer,’ 
a crowing rooster. whose 
greetings will be heard 
tently throughout the show. 


| Van 


Johnson's mike and told the orch to | 


pre- 


and the theme will be | 
matutinal | 
intermit- 





Wednesday, March 23, 193 





Fear A.T.&T. Patent Control of Visio 


nen - 


Patent Lawyers Ridicule Latest Revival of Proposal 
to Require Compulsory Licensing of Discoveries 





Kemp’s Paid Admission 
Broadcasts for Hot Springs 


Hot Springs Ark., March 22. 
Everett Kemp, formerly producer 


. 


! 
| 
| 
} 


| 


and leading character of the KMBC, | 


Kansas City, and CBS ‘Happy Hol- 
low’ show, has taken over produc- 
tion and master of ceremonies job 
of KTHS ‘Country Store.’ 

Show airs two hours of old-time 
musie and wit Tuesdays, 8 to 10 p.m., 
and originates in the city auditorium. 
Average weekly attendance 
over the 1,000 mark with paid 


goes 
ad- 


misn 


WIRE, WGVA (NEW) IN 
JOINT LANDLORD DEAL 


Indianapolis, March 22. 
Van Auken, whose WGVA 
calis for the third Indian- 
apolis radio station, got together 
with Eugene C. Pulliam, owner of 
WIRE here, and out of the huddle is 


Glenn 
license 


|expected to result a $100,000 com- 
bined studio-office building, to be 
known as Radio Square. Details 


and specifications on the new project 
are to be completed within the 
month, while actual construction on 
a complete new building is to start 
around May 15tn. 

Location of the tw&-story structure 
will be three miles from the down- 
town district. Real estate, both lots 
and building, will be owned by the 
Vanderbilt Realty Co. with Roy 
Shaneberger a majority stockholder 
in the outfit, 
laundryman. 

Arrangement between Pulliam- 
Auken, and their station cor- 
porations, and Shaneberger and his 
realty outfit, is on a 20 year lease 
basis, with stations having an option 
to purchase the building any time 
they wish during the lease period. 


Shaneberger is a 





For the Engineers 


Portland, Ore., March 22. 

Revolutionary new type of aerial 
obstruction marker for radio towers 
will be used for the first time any- 
where on KOIN’s new  540-foot 
tower. The marker is a metal cone 
invented by Louis S. Bookwalter, 
chief engin-er of KOIN, as a substi- 
tute for transmitter tower flags, 


| Alternative design of the marker is 
|}a round metal ball. 

| Either cone or ball is inserted into 
the top guys as an integral part of 
the guy wire construction. The 
markers are painted international 
orange and have been accepted in 
lieu of flags by both Pacific Coast 
and chief inspectors of the Depart- 
|ment of Commerce. 


| gets of 
| American 


Washington, March 22. 

Fear that the Bell telephone sys. 
tem will gobble up all television in- 
ventions and gain a strangle-hold 
over picture broadcasting was voiced 
Monday (21) at opening hearings 
legislation requiring compulsory 1j- 
censing of patents. Se 
to run into next 
attorneys 


on 


ions are due 
week, with host of 
and 
as opposition 

Perennial 
ing in 


manutacture1 slat 
witnesses. 
proposal gets first air 
several years before House 
Patents Committee group headed 
Rep. Thomas J. O'Malley, W 
sin Democrat, and arch-hate1 
business. One of the 
the 


iscot 
ol big 
principal tar- 
license advocates is the 
Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. 

Warning that television progress 
may be stifled unless Congress takes 


| steps to break the A.T.&T 
patent monopoly came from Rep 
William D. McFarlane at the outset 
of the gabfest He is sponsor o 
one of the two bills unde scrutiny 
In boosting his measure to lin 


| group 


which are continually blowing down, | 


exclusive rights to three-year pe- 
riod, Texan urged 
such legislation as 
weapon and hinted 
partment favors the 
that ‘The American Te 


enactment of 

anti-monopoly 
the De- 
Step. Asserted 
lephone & 


Justice 


Telegraph Co., in co-operation with 
the Radio Corporation of America 
and subsidiaries, controls the Com- 


munications Field through patents.’ 

Through their patents they virtually 

dominate sound pictures and are 

getting set to exercise comparable 

control over television, he omened. 
Similar Crusades 

Denunciation of the measure came 
from the American Patent Law As- 
sociation at the beginning. Legal 
filed bulky brief, summariz- 
ing history of similar crusades over 
more than two decades, which 
clared that such legislation ‘would 
be unworkable in any equitable de- 
termination of an appropriate royal- 
tv,’ besides defeating its own pur- 
pose. Instead of encouraging great- 
er competition, the requirements 
would entrench monopolies because 
‘it would enable powerful concerns 
to wipe out weaker concerns. In- 
vention and research would be dis- 
couraged if geniuses were not ene 
titled to retain complete control 
over their discoveries for a suffi- 
cient period to enable them to make 
a decent return. New enterprises 
would have trouble obtaining capi- 
tal. 

New idea for breaking up patent 
monopolies was tossed out shortly 
before the hearings opened. Rep. 
Lawrence Connery, Democrat, of 
Massachusetts, offered alternative 
which would provide for compul- 
sory licensing whenever a _ court 
found that industry and trade are 
dominated through pooling. 


de- 





[_ 


| 


} 
| 


—$—<— 





Monday at 8 p.m. 
CBS COAST-TO-COAST 
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EXPERIMENTAL 


OPEGIAL LIGENGEE 
MUST BE GENUINE 


F.C.C. Singles Out Four 
High Frequency Grants 
for Scrutiny on Renewal 
Requests 


ECHO OF WLW 


Washington, March 22. 
Round-up of special experimental 
licensees is in progress following 


egreement of Federal Communica- 


tions Comm n that dispensation 
f } < mnae + aE f 
of extra fave under the guise of 


research must be checked 

Fair-haired clique which function 
under special authority tickets must 
convince the FCC that they are seri- 
ously carrying on legitimate experi- 
meniation and operatin- in conform- 
iiy with eonditions set forth in their 
permits. Can't just roost on a par- 
ticularly-desirable frequency or con- 
tinue forever to function with more 
than standard power. 

Threat to cancel permits of broad- 
casters whe don't appear to be pro- 
ducing any worthwhile results or 
who are merely fooling around with 
their experiments was seen last week 
when four applications for renewal 
of high-frequency licenses were 
carded for hearing and the transmit- 
ters received only temporary exten- 
sions. Previously, the commish had 
set the Milwaukee Journal (WTMJ) 
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..... for Sales 
is Oklahoma! 


@ Babson and other economic authorities 


point te Oklahoma where business men, in 
el! lines, report good volume eee and WKY 
is the right spot for your advertising to 


cover the nation's brightest sales-spot. 


—Ohklahoma City— 
REPRESENTATIVE — THE KATZ AGENCY. Inc 
licted With The Oklahoma Publishing : 
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+ 
down for hearing on renewal pleas 
for its television and faceimile plants. 
Show-down was decreed when the 
Commish granted the customary re- 
newals for 22 other high frequency 
plants, but singled out Milwaukee 
Journals W9XAZ, Westinghouse’s 
W3XKA at Chicopee Falls, Ma =t. 
Louis Post-Dispatch’s W9XPD, and 
)Ne« W Bedford Standard-Times’ 
| WI1XEQ to parade before examine 
lan tell whi tney are doing and 
| 
é ‘ they ‘ re | 
rye ed t ( i 
eee | 
Bs ae 
iw « « € € 
ld WI i¢ iiC« ne 1) re ent Wee . . 
| WLW. But the trend is in the di- 
rection of a public quiz on the othe; 
tations which are functioning under 
pecial tickets—either conducting 
synchronization experimenis, using 
eXce power, or holding down a 
channel different from the regularly- 
ened frequency. Aside from the 
ul ndit cl te t yut fac- 
le ( | ( en co ercla 
I i ecial ‘ e of 
r eve l ( ( 
Que on } bee! ec both 
Vithin the Ce n h anc 1 Congress 
whether experimenters should go 
yn indefinitely on a special authority 
basis Veteran holders of such tick- 
et ought to be put on a regular 
basis or be forced to go back to theil 
old facilitic n the vie of several 


Weeding-out proces I not pro- 
gressed very far, but the next few 
months will see e --miners’ present- 
ng reports which will have a strong 
effect on determining whether the 


pecial ticket-holders keep their pre- 


ferred status 


Buffalo, March 22. 
Application has been made to the 
FCC for an increase in power from 
100 to 1,000 watts for W8XH, 


WBEN’s ultra short wave trans- | 
mitter. Station has been operating | 


for four vears, with continued ex- 
periments 

Original transmitter unit is now 
on exhibit in the Smithsonian insti- 
tution as being the first of its kind 
to radiate scheduled musical pro- 


Rrams 


Hartford, March 22. 

For the seconc year WTIC is re- 
broadcasting a series of Tuesday aft- 
ernoon lessons in French pronuncia- 
tion by Professor A. Croteau of Con- 
necticut State College. Program, 
| broadcast from the college campus 
|at Storrs by a portable short wave | 
set, is used for the franchise of | 
WIXEH, which was allowed the sta- 
tion for experimental purposes, 

Besides being heard in many 
homes, the program gves into many 
secondary schoolrocn.s in Connecti- 
cut and Massachusetts. Teachers | 
test pupils on this course and send | 
best pupils to WTIC studios where | 
all are assembled and put through | 
tests in the form of a contest. Win- 
ners are rewarded with appropriate 


Proposed Law 
kays Tapping 
Private Wires 


| 


Washington, March 22 
Use of broadcasting facilities te 
violate anv criminal law of the 
Linited States would bring a stiff ad- 


¢ 
ditional penalty, under terms of a 
yill offered Congress last week by 
- . f 
Representative Clarence F. Lea 0! 
Californi 
| Intended I mal ly l¢ } t ‘ 1 Me | 
| ] 
authorized operation of adi ta- | 
te] , nd 
tions and n ise of telephone and 
telegraph circuits, the measure pro- 
1 } 
ti a fine of 1 Ove €$10.000 } 
f ) t T 
f 
( 
4 fii 
‘ 
{ t 
| t t¢ 
ae I ‘ ( 
t ‘ { 
é ¢ or t «ae 
La} 
OF 
es yr? aas 
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What’s New Dept. 


Philadelphia, March 22. 


JAMS 11,000 IN STORE. ‘2:2 oe 











ee 


ARTA Signs WBBC, B’kiyn 


WOAM to Joho Bair WIP GETS HUNK, 


Miami, March 22. 





ason 


1,000-watter and | 


switched reps. John 
taking the station for his 
, Gene Furs ) 


Philadelphia, March 22 


WIP this week got even with 


how and preferred time, by 
i former WFIL news- 
ter and his show. Topped the 


ng off by sending out publicity 


City. March 22 erbatin used by WFIL to an- 
ndled ballvhos oY 4 1b n ince the now 
Paint & Varnish Co.) Gabber is Charles Benford, who 
the plaza district. Idea | Was on WFIL a short time until his 
te * to the ca ; aris commercial recently expired He 
ts doing their stuff runs a ‘Young News’ Reporters’ 
adeast went out at 8:45 | Club’ to which listening moppets are 
200 people We ¢ or V ted oO f 1 torie the y write 
shite By 9 np. m. that | then elve: Best one: are read 
ee ted the | over the : Then they get a mem- 
nked the rere e7 bership card. Show’s plugged on the 
be a lewspaperman y« elf’ 
+ rte Vor ¢ \ (Zl) Cre 
dailv new: fl: p about Ben Gimbel prez of WIP, Philly, 
World’s Fai! Ide: 7 back from Florida vacash. 
nterest in the ’39 affair 
tation’s foreign-language Ida Bailey Allen switched to Rock- 
audience well-O’Keefe management 
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AA VARIETY 


~ WPEN- C.1.0. Terms 


Philadelphia, March 22 
WPEN and American Communica- 
Association, CIO unit repping 
panelmen, reached a closed-shop 
agreement last week. Hours were 
reduced from 48 to 40 a week and 
minimum of $37.50 was set. 
of $2,50 are to be given every six 
months until maximum of $60 is 

reached, 
Engineers 


tions 


are to get 


for holidays and time and one-half | 


for overtime, plus three weeks’ sick 
leave. 





ARTISTS 


MANAGEMENT 
PAUL 
WHITEMAN 


Chesterfield 


CBS Network 
Fridays, 8:30-9:00 P.M., 















EST 





All Paul Whiteman 
Engagements Booked 


EXCLUSIVELY 
Artists aida 








\T €.45%7. 


WN.C. 
WV 12- \8be 






Raises 


double time | 














BULLETIN 
CHARLIE 
BARNET 


And His Orchestra 
Picked to Piay 


AMHERST PROMS 
May 6th and 7th 
EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 


CONSOLIDATED 
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uld be available to approximately 929.732 new 


| MINOR DECISIONS ned swiddiorn although 49,448 individuals, now listening 
to WENR-WLN, Chicago, would experience Interference 
shington, March 22 WRAR pee praised in Hill's report, proposes ts apeus 
Florida: Wroy, St Augustine, was granted permission $55,000 on a new transmitter, antenna, etc, Now spite pee | 
wit 3 1 "appl catii a tne, a construction permit to 850 ke and would retain same frequency. Howard S. LeRoy 
oe ar ates won saakaaes ak Oe é' “ter ie Reapgioticben iret represented WKAR. | 
ag on Ted el oar Ro ld tr A ly age tty was Missouri: All-time operation for KWos a gga sng onl 
| given ten porary authority to conduct television tests on akaved alma sina ge ott pO odor a kamen or 
| 42,000 to 56.000 ke and 660,000 to 86,000 ke, using 1 kw for been operating days on lo 5 lk re: | 


aural transmission and 250 watts for pix. 








¥ s at ¢ wi nted out Owned by the 
A : The co ; : P lowe to nights, 250 watts days, Irwin poi 
Puerto Rico: United Theatres, Inc., San Juan allo ed Tribune Printing Co station showed a loss of $5,573 from 
amend application for new station permit after the Comimisna Siaed 40 ta oS ctober . ina year. 
ordered rehearing on its own motion Sasare :01 orry KCKN, Kansas City. a 
Te ; KGKO, W ta Fails. granted temporary at iggested operation would wort <N, 
xaS; —- ake y : I » Irwin decided, but area in which interference would 
} ‘ , — a 5 1 ins 1 > ’ 
thority a) it powe to aul wa s da to i il I 4 ; err ena population i Lote 
New York: Experi it » det 1e@ nee 
i 1it f ra yn f > t > i th 
i if hould ! ted W AS \\ t 
}’la hxa Irw told ¢ N sh 
Alabama: VSPA Mor I 2 ’ VN Y. N bu 1. WGBI ] ) ind WI I : 2 
1 kw } ] request nerease o n >t 1 l 
New York: WNEZ, Saranac Tal rené iu to 1 3 e y App mn 
. . moa 
North Carolina: > By ( ( “\ } tir ( y 3 and 
appl ton f new statior 1 e 1500 S| ’ i 1 v WBE 
N in if ? Ne I L g 
; : oes ed tn 1 f of WFAS 
North Dakota: KEJM, Gra I I é Liah 1 KLO, Og f mn 50 i 
a : l nig 1 ner l I Eexa 
W: ashingten: Indland FE T icastir ( Pas } tra r in NBC blue ne rk affilia \ ld 
iD it n fo new sla nm pperating mm 1310 Jo hn 100 n nfl with the operation of ng sta mms } \ 
| vi ot s unli ruled aud a need for additional servic ex 3 1 the Ogden 
a i 
9 Ann! int Tr » ite Agr -checonag 12 Corp vas | 
EXAMINERS’ ‘RE b ; . , ‘ Ji mes W uum 
| T.ouisiana: ’ for KVOT. rfavette, was 
? n ied by Examiner George H. Hill rrans t 
| 1 1 neg L351 } \“ 100 u like ) 4 , 
I ca ) ¢ , \ to rura Illinois WMBD, Pe ing y ‘ 1 to 6 
| 1 ] I WA Z ( " r f 10 » ’ " a 
} : . 8: 
I I i ( I ] 1 hhansas: KW Bé f p " f 4 B 
lat \ ' he Greenwald to John P. Harris 
} ive i 1 i pe r 
¢ 7 » : 7 luals ¢ ’ g Louisiana: K TBS, Shreveport nerease da DO ) kw 
| s ¢ , . on tohia: . j H y { I I f 
|: inter t 1 KPL la ( arles KRR She} 11 lex oe WHDEF, Calu insfe ‘ nun A. I 
| WEAU, Eau Claire, Wis WEB Dulu Minn.; WIHLB, Burgar Mining Gazette Co. p ; 
Vir } M nd Wi “ Minn Missouri: KGBN Springfield increase power rom ai) 
| Virginia, Minn., and MIFG, Mint p oe om ee ES Mivsnel 
waits to 1 1] KWTO Sp 1 1 ange yurs 1 
Applicant was represented by Frat Stollenw ae 
! I ’ ne to i vith I niga 
‘ vis l vie f WTBO,. Cumberland t ft 
\. aw er ( , io “iene % +. e tavee Montana KGHI I ra, transfe 1 from Nort? 
| D ' Cha l rp should b aa \ S a 6 te Ch 23 O. Ca ) KGVO 
ahi stl eP ; .s Tea 3 oa N mn nereas y to 
’ M 1 l \ 
R } s wrdir nt + ¢ 7 { , Nebraska: WAAW, Omaha assign license fr o aha 
.eCO! v s \ : . ‘ 1 . > 
t py Central ste troad sting 
feree proposes to spend for op } S Hill 1 “J Grain J ins n ue hs s Broa a g : 
jout. <A rd is bat p f s’ s wine tv} New Mexico: K. AWM, Gallup, ise power! » 259 watts 
| ) Ss h will b yadca ype 1 ne ( ers day 5 , 1 A , 
land 1 ; 1 given ' , omer tal and Neg Jersey: WOR, Newark, f{ncrease power of exper 
i 1 no 19 ¥ 
+? x | . a lt ’ e : mental fa e stat n f i ) » k f ara 1 = 
a : : t on @ and 6 at 
D n\ 1 us ‘M. ¢ ( Co rn 1 & ; . 
| het } 1 t ga New York: WKBW Buffalo, increase power fro > to 50 
| ' 1 ‘ i t ! = 11 ‘ i , : : 
Wh ‘M. ( ( » ( ( i n | WTRO re Wi ‘ lt 1 nerease 1 powe to 259 va a 
s ‘a orpora orgat 1 und t ] s of the State « WWRI Woods increase time to include hours) from 
) 1 Oo 
| Maine ou t was identified in the p dus report (appl i- I Inig Saturday to 3 a.m Sunday 
| tion for 1 kw station in Mor mwn. N. J... as ‘an invest North Carolina: WGTM Wilson, change frequenev from 
ent bat nz comp wl nt 1 b the Bessemer 1810 » 1420 Ke change power from 100 watts to 100 watts 
| Inve nt Co., a hold P it or nized in 1913 bv the night and 0 watis day, and increase hours from da me 
| Phipps inte s’ } plea indicated that Cl ( had " 
ind 1 I b ittra after ng earning state- Oregon S<OOS, Marshfield, increase night wer to a 
ments of ‘two large chain broadecastine svstems ‘ 4 Oregonian Pul hinge Co Portland permit for new 
New anplication—which would give M. G. Chace Co, 97% facsimile station using 31,600, 35,600, 38,600 and 41,000 ke 
of the Delaware Channel Corp. stock nvolves purchase of With 15 watts 
| WTBO for $60 000. Station now operates days on 800 1 Pennsylvania: WHIP, Harrisburg, Increase power from 590 
with 250 watts, and is licensed to Roger W. Clipp and Frank watts night ind 1 kw day to 1 kw night and 5 1 lay 
\ fSecker, half-owners of the Associated Broadcasting Co: WHR, Pittsburgh, increase hours from daytime to unlin ed 
poration. Ben S. Fisher appeared for applicant. South Carolina: Rock Hill Broadcasting Co new station 
Michigan: Go-ahead signal for a zoom from 1 to 5 kw on 1310 ke with 100 watts days 
for WKAR, Michigan State College transmitt a Fast Texas: George B. Peeler, Taylor, new station on 1310 
} Lansing, was recommended by Examiner Hill Upping of k with 100 watts days. 
pI 
} power for the daytime station would extend a m torio Vermont: WQDM, St Albans, assign license from E&. J. 
| Itill ruled, and would bring educa nal and othe Reean & F At ir Bostwick to F Arthur Bostw 
rrams of the non-advertising station to many fa s Washington: KWsSC, Pullman, increase night power 
hin th area proposed to be served. Proceeding on a ke Kit Tacoma increase power from 259 wa 
greater-cood-for-a-greater-number examinet added anid 0 itts day to 500 watts night 1 








Composer-Writer 


IT AIN'T GONNA RAIN NO MO’ 

MELLOW MOON, ONE EYED LOVE 

MY OLD FASHIONED SCRAP BOOK 
MY DREAM SWEETHEART 


Washington, March 22, | 

Classic for the Ha-Ha Department | 

| was put on the wires last week by | 
the Associated Press. Clients were 
served a story to the effect that FCC 
,Chairman Frank R. MecNinch ‘told 
| reporters today he had heard’ that | 
the Commish report on the tele- | 
phone inquiry urged separation of 
Western Electric from the rest of 
the Bell family. Jeers were occa- 
sioned by the fact that the report 
has been finished and reputedly held | 
up in the Chairman’s office for sev- 








LAND OF MY SUNSET DREAMS eral weeks, | 
Address: 4351 N. Paulina St., Chicago an 

Upsetting report that the FCC 

—- ——= | may recommend a confiscatory tax 





HAVE YOU HEARD... 


LANNY GREY’S 


Rhythm School of the Air 





on the profit made in station sales 
as a way of curbing excessive prices 
for radio facilities made the indus- 
try rounds this week. 


While confirmation was lacking, 
broadcast observers were obviously 








x agitated over the fact that such a 
WNEW Daily at 12:30 thought has been put into words. 
| Commonest version was that the 
' 





By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


[AUGHTER EARS 


Presented by Ivory 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 


IN fl — : 


Dir, COMPTON ADVERTISING 
F—RKO BLDG. 


MGT. EO WOL 





ano |{EART-THROBS 


Soap « 99 “*/100°/o pure 


12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EST IE 
| 


WABC— 2:15 to 2:30 P.M. EST 
COAST TO COAST 
AGENCY 


NEW YORK CITY 


Commish is 
asking for legislation 
force sellers to pay 
Treasury 
tween the cash price and the phy- 
sical worth of the property, 


| fear an exodus 
| which will make client-snaring that 
|} much harder. 


was pointed recently by two 
government bodies, 


change Commission, 


of his client. 


its listeners from 


idea of 

would 
Federal 
difference be- 


toying with the 
vhich 
into the 


50% of the 


Loosening of the two-vear-rule 


| which has kept FCC attorneys from 
quitting 
private radio practice is in prospect. 


the government to enter | 


| Outside barristers, who have been |} 
urging a less rigid provision, don't | 
|know whether to start cheering or to | 


from the Commish | 


Way toward more liberal policy 
other 
the Com- 
and the Securities 
which adopted 
regulations on the subject the same 
day. The S.E.C. will allow any for- 
mer employee to appear before it if 
while he was in government service 
he had no relation with the matters 
The Power Commish 


rule, which puts a one-year ban on 


Power 
mission 





Serious mein of Duke Patrick, ra- 
dio barrister and one of the host of 
former Federal Radio 


general counsels, is a by-word 


rushed to the operating room for an 
appendectomy 
Best jibe was 


credited to Harry 


Butcher, CBS v.p. who sent the 
web’s local attorney a single lily. 
Duke’s barber caught on imme- 


‘You'd better not 
continued — stories Mr. 
Patrick.’ Among other touching 
gifts sent to the sick-room was a 
cactus plant. 


diately; cautioned 
start any 


Speed-up process at the FCC 


has 
the radio attorneys irked. In har- 


mony with the New Deal’s desire to 
shorten hours—but not for the pur- 
pose of spreading work—the Com- 
nish has sliced 10 minutes from the 
period allotted barristers at oral 
argument Front men now can 
piel only 20 minutes, 


64,701 to 96,455, with 


ito use the ‘NAB 


& Ex-} 


ex-staff members, is a little more | 
stern, Neither is as tight as the 
POC. 


Commission | 


famong the broadcasting fraternity. 
Hence funsters lost no time in rib- | 
bing him last week when he was 


| ary 


power of 100 watts 


and 1 kw day 


much time to go into the ramifica- 
tions of cases but does help give the 
Commissioners more time to handle 
their correspondence. 


Breathless wait for the impres- 
sive-looking committee on interna- 
| tional broadcasting to labor and 
bring forth its conclusions. Particu- 


larly since the only member with 


any radio background at all is FCC | 
knowl- | 
edge of broadcasting dates back only | 


Chairman MeNinch, whose 
six months. 

Industry reps are chuckling over 
statement of one committeeman that 
it may be possible to work out plans 
station’ to. pump 
U. S. propaganda into Latin Amer- 
ica. Which suggests the reason for 
the skepticism about the advice the 
President will receive from his 
frock-coated advisory group. 


One of the principal prerogatives 
of bureau heads was snatched from 
FCC Chairman Frank R. McNinch 
in last week's inner circle fight. 

Highest significance was attached 
to the way in which the Commish 
named its new committee to con- 
sider procedure with listener com- 
i plaints. Instead of merely passing 
a motion which would have allowed 
the chairman to designate the mem- 
bers, the body accepted recommen- 


dation of Commander T. A. M. 
Craven that Commissioners Mce- 
Ninch, Payne, and Sykes should do 
the job. 


Important departure from custom- 
practice in government quasi- 
judicial bodies and illustrates clear- 
ly the depth of bitterness among 
the membership. 


WTAM AIl Gadgeted-Up 


Cleveland, March 22 

Estimated $8,000 was spent by 
WTAM on new gadgets to modern- 
ize its Brecksville transmitter out- 
fit, after moving into new $300,000 
NBC Bldg. studio. 

station is third on NBC chain to 
install a reversed feed-back system 
to check distortion. Comoressor 
modifier, which keeps transmission 
levels constant, also fitted in by Les- 
ter Looney and Eddie Leonard from 


Doesn’t leave; New York, 


, commercials 
spent 


> 


ade 


1938 


WTAM’s Soonserits 


Cleveland, March 

Musical end of City Loan series 
is giving WTAM more trouble and 
revamping than any of its othe: 
this year Station 
nearly a year clinching 
account, Since then the sponsor. 
new to radio, has run Hal Metzger 
ragged with constant 
talent changes. 

In last nine weeks because of 
finance company’s whims and 
squawks, Metzger had to make threa 


the 


requests for 


' band shifts. 





Merlin Siseahouse new prog 
director at WKZO, 
Patty Tuttle 


Kalamazoo. a 
new p.a at Stat 











/ LUCKY STRIKE - 
45 PME 

CBS: peer Coasts ) 

Exclusive Management! MCA, 














ED. CASHMAN 
(director $-$} 
COLUMBIA ARTISTS, INC 


joser| CHERNIAVS KY. 












Now with the 


Nation's Statioa 


WLW 


CINCINNATI 
The Musical Camere 


Every Sunday 
at 6M. Est 








DON 


ROSS 


THE RHYMING MINSTREL 


EVERY MONDAY 
WEDNESDAY and FRIDAY 


WOR 


12-12:15 P.M. 


BOSCO 


Est 











GEORGE GRIFFIN 


Lyrie Baritone Featured oa 


“MAGIC MELODIES” 
TUESDAYS, 7:45 P.M., WJZ 


for 
Masterkraft Oil Burners 
also heard 
THURSDAYS, 12:15 P.M. 
SUNDAYS, 9:00 A.M., WEAF 


WJZ 
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GUS VAN 


STAGE, SCREEN or RADIO 
c/o Goldie and Gumm 





1540 Broadway, New Yor’ 
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Add: Buy Now 








WNEW, N. Y., new biz: 

Studebaker Corp., spot announce- 
ments, througn Roche, Williams & 
Cunnyngham, Inc., Chicago . 
General Supply Co., electrical ap- 
lances, 45 minutes weekly on ‘Make 


Bel eve Ballroom,’ via Scheer Ad- 
yeriising, Newark. 
Aladdin Home Appliance Corp., 


five 15-minute yeriods weekly, news, 
13 weeks Via Scheer Advertising, 
Newark. 


Community Opticians, six 15-min- 
vie programs weekly, in addition 1 
1\ o quarter hours alre: 
direct 

Jadwiga Remedies, Inc Re 
Rub), 15 minutes weekly or Viake 
Believe Ballroom’ and pot al 
ypouncements direct 


Bros., 


Darrigo broce 
fi r four Ww ec 


nouncements 
Ne ff-Rogow, Inc 

General Mills ‘Wheaties) 
spring training baseball games. 
rect fom Florida, starting March 
via Knox Reebes Advert 
Minneapolis, Minn 

Goldwater Distributing Ce., n- 
eral water, spot announcements on 
*‘Milkman’s Matinee’ for 13 weeks, 
via Blackstone Advertising Agency. 


five 
di- 
23 

Co., 


ising 


mi 


of 


Thomas, 


California, 
An- 


Calave Growers 
through Lord & 
geles, is signed for three participa- 
tions weekly in the live talent 
‘Friendly Homemaker’ program on 
KSFO, San Francisco. 


Los 


United States Products Corp. (Sig- 
net Fruit juices), through Long Ad- 





WHN’S PROGRAM 
PLANNING IS A 


because... 


\WHN was named 
Showmanship Station 
No. 1 in New York by 
\Variety...it knows the 


‘i York audience... E zi 
because... a_i 


\WHN is affiliated/ THe 
with LOEW’S and SAT Res 
through this huge 
) A 

chain of theatres 
keeps abreast of wha 
the public likes in en- 
tertainment... 







~ 
a—J 


} 
because... ( 


\WHN is affiliated _ 
with METRO-GOLD-@& ’ 
\WYN-MAYER the 

world’s greatest motion/. 
picture studio whose v { 
treasure chest of star 
talent is at the com- 
mand of our Program 


Planni 
lanning Department. ( 


&- 


wv 447 








(Sy 





Getthe complete story 
...there is no obligation, 


DIAL 1010 
NEW YORK CITY 





~) 


ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 


NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
EDWARD PETR 








Kansas City, March 22. 


- Larry Sherwood, mer. of 
vertising Agency in San Jose, Cul KCMO, is asking civie organiza- 
has renewed its participation in the tions to give his station moral 


‘Friendly Homemaker’ programs on 
KSFO, San Francisco. Ditto for the 
Golden State Company (dairy prod- 


support for a ‘Buy Now’ cam- 
paign which he has developed. 
He would use dramatized an- 


. "O11 NI y OR ag a : 
ucts), through N. W. Ayer & Son, nouncements to help hypo busi- 
Philadelphia, ness 

we Each script has characters 


Industrial Training Corp. (instruc- buying some product. If it’s a 


tion school), through James R. motor car, there will be a sta- 
Lunke & Associates, Chicago, is tistical appendix relating how 
spotting quarter-hour transcriptions such purchase will give one 
‘The Camera Speaks,’ on KGO, San- man 511 hours of employment. 











Franci-co, Sunday evenings for Other points followed through 
weeks, that prices are now low and 
that is necessary to get the 
National Ideal Co., Toledo, O business ball rolling is for the 
(Warner Electric Brooder), u g consuming public to put fear 
thrice weekly announcements on DE d them and buy what they 
WGY, Schenectady. Buswell Agency want 
of Kalamazoc , Mich., handles ac- 
count 
ie ( five-minute transcriptions a 
13 tir t Stirling Getchel 
Prescet Oxol., using one-minute aig Cains, +. ee ee 
blurbs, t.w., 34 weeks, on WGY 
Schenectady. Rit, four one-minute transcription | 
7 ae ala announcements a week, 52 times; 
Rubine is using ‘Reporter of Odd a Aa, See 
Facts,’ five-minute transcriptions, Bona Allen, Inc, Bona Allen 
thrice weekly, over WGY, through | Shoes, three 100-word studio an- 


week for 


Groves-Keen, Inc. 


a “"— . S 5 * 2e kc: 
Lawrence M. O'Connell, Boston. nouncements a 52 weeks; 


Colonial Network new business: — 
Gardner Nursery Co., Osage, lowa 
(Plants), three five-minute wax 
shows, through Northwest Adv. Co., 
Seattle. 
Studebaker, So. Bend, Ind., 18 par- 


Buggeln & Smith, New York, has 
changed 


& Graham, Inc. 





ticipations daily full week, through !on WFAA-WBAP, Dallas and Fort 
Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham,  Worih. for 50 1.000-word and one- 
Chicago. minute spot announcements for one 

Health-Aids, Inc., New York City | year. Handled through H. W. Kas- 


| (V-BEV), 156 thirty-minute shows, 
three times weekly, to preem March 
| 28, The Lone Ranger. Placed through 
Franklin Bruck Adv. Agency, Inc., 
New York. 

Gelden Beil Cleaners, Inc., Boston, 
156 weather reports, three times 
weekly, 52 weeks, through Dowd & 


tor, Chicago. 

WPEN, Philadelphia, putting on a 
half-hour Saturday afternoon audi- 
ence show for Goldenberg’s Peanut 
Chews on an experimental basis. One 
wrapper from the nickel piece of 


| 





epee Pa candy is needed for admittance. 
| Ostreicher, Inc., Boston. ; Show will be aired for four weeks, 
| Cranberry Canners, Ine., South with firm taking up an option for 
Hanson, Mass. (Ocean Spray Cran- 


30 more weeks if it is satisfied. Show, 
under the direction of Angelo Pa- 
lange, consists of music and chirping. 


Pepsodent has pickeda up Irs option 


berry Products), 91 thirtv-word an- 
nouncements, daily full week, 
| through Harry M. Frost, Boston. 








KRNT, KSO, Des 
biz: 
| Sargeant Feeds, 15 minutes six 
| days a week on Hawkeye Dinner 
| Time, KRNT, and six quarter hours 
}per week on WMT Musical Clock 
|}program through Fairall Advertis- 
ing agency. 
Chocolate Products Ce., 


‘Buddy 
| and Ginger,’ transcriptions, KSO, 
| 
| 


Moines, new 


| Hollywood over the NBC-red Sun- 
| day afternoons. Second 13-week con- 
tract becomes effective with the 
April 3 broadcast. 





Borden's Dairy Delivery Ce, 
through McCann Erickson, Ine., has 
renewed for one year its thrice daily 
10-minute newscasts with John B. 
Hughes, over KFRC, San Francisco. 
| Programs, aired six days a week, will 
also be released by KFBK, Sacra- 
mento, and KMJ, Fresno, from March 
14 to Sept. 10. 


| through Geo. H. Hartman Co., Chi- 
cago. 
Gruen Watch, starting April 3 on 
|KRNT, one-half hour per week, 
‘Encore Theatre,’ through Erickson 
agency. 
| Midland Milling Ce. 300 one-min-| 
ute announcements on KRNT-WMT, 
through Stack, Goble agency. 
Climax Cleaner, 26 one-minute an- 
nouncements on KSO, _ through 
Rogers Wallace Co., Cleveland. 





Kilpatrick Marvel Bakery, through 
Emil Reinhardt, Oakland, has re- 
newed for a year its sponsorship of 
Mutual's ‘Lone Ranger’ serial, thrice 
weekly over KFRC, San Francisco, 
and KQW, San Jose. 








Wilson & Co. inaugurating a 13- 
week stunt over KMBC, Kansas City, 
April 4. Quarter-hour three times 
a week remoted from retail shops 
and thrice weekly cut-in on a par- 
ticipation program. United States 
agency placed the package. 

Alaska Pacific Salmon also going 
|}on the participation airing, being 
| placed by J. William Sheets agency. 


Longines-Wittnauer Co. (watches), 
through Arthur Rosenberg Co., New 
York, signed for 177 announcements 
over KFRC, San Francisco, April 1 

| through Sept. 24. 





William 8S. K. L. Laboratories 
(Rux), through General Advertising, 
Los Angeles, has signed year’s con- 
tract to sponsor ‘Dobbsie’s Happy- 
timers’ Tuesday and Thursday morn- 
ings from KFRC, San Francisco, over 
Don Lee stations KIEM, KGDM, 
KQW, KDON, KPMC, KHJ, KDB, 
KFXM, KVOE, KGB, KXO, in Cali- 
fornia. Live talent headed by Hugh 
Barrett Dobbs. 








Parkview Pharmacies, Kansas City, 
inked for pre-ball game airing of 
‘Dugout Dope’ via KXBY. Station 
airs all KC Blue ballgames for Gen- 
eral Mills. Jerry Burns to handle } 
‘Dugout’ and Walt Lochman again in 
role of the play-by-play spieler. 








R. F. Loughney Co., Plymouth- 
DeSoto dealers in Pittsburgh, have 
renewed Kieran Balfe’s daily quar- 


Adams-O’'Neill, radio and_ slide 
film production firm, turning out 4 
| series of sales recordings for Armour 











: “ae . ter-hour news’ broadcast’ over 
Pack ssociation of Wood : 

aa ig, "van gee ggeaaa as WWSW at 8:30 a.m. for another 52 

| Being platterized at the local RCA Wore. 7 
See Soe ee WAPI, Birmingham, told all its 
River Bank Canning (tomato United Press newscasts to Moore- 
paste) sponsoring Zeke Manners’ Handley Hardware Co. (Westing- 
house dealers) in one basket. Three 


hillbillies thrice weekly on WMCA, 
N. Y. Klinger Adv. Corp. the agency. GUe 
Gaii% 

Strietman Biscuit Ce. (Cincinnal.) F 
aboard WDBJ, Roanoke, Va., with 
thrice weekly programs. Merchan- 
dising tie-up being used. 


editions 


™., 


are presented 
12:45 p. m. and §:45 


rier-hour 


at 8a 





Baxter 


handling. 








—_———- jumbus, daily, with Virginia Ram- 
WBT, Charlotte, N. C., new biz: blers, hillbilly act. 
Walker Remedy Co., Waterloo, Ii 
‘Walko’ poultry remedy, 26 tr Oldest sponsor on KSFO, San 


Francisco 
pany of Oakland, has renewed for 
ane year its weekly program 
‘Fishin’ Fool!’ with Ralph Stevens, on 
KSFO <ince 1931. Stevens has con 


criptions, running one minute ea h 
six times a week, placed by Wesion- 
Barnett, Inc. 

Bayer Semesan Co. (Ceresen ) 
100-word announcements, running 
total of 26: Thompson-Koch. 

DeVoe Raynolds Co,, Inc., Pe! 


ther 


ie mMmcepiuon 


name to Buggeln, Smith | 


General Cigar has blanket contract 


on the Mickey Mouse program from | 


Omar Preducts Co. on WHKC, Co- | 


B. Simon Hardware Com- | 


(Ozzie Nelson Renewed 


99 


Hollywood, March 
Feg Murray and Ozzie Nelson ha 
been renewed for another 13 
on the Bakers broadcast. 
Tyrone Power goes off the air July 
1 for summer layoff, to return in the 
fall for Woodbury, 


ve 
weeks 


New in San Antonio 
San Ant March 22 
Fritz Kuler, spieler at KTSA, San 
Antor O, switches KTAT Fort 
Worth, April 1. Tom Hud taff 


Onio 


na leit tn< pot 1 
ton 
Jir 


e McCla 


chief at KABC 


San A 


Echoes ‘Buy Now’ Slogan 


Co vla 22 
Carl M. Everson ! age! f 
WHKC, has borrowed Powell Cre 
le by Jr.s ‘Buy Now’ idea and Ss plac - 
ing similar announcements on all 
|availlable station break St: 
tistics on number of man-hours 
work required 


of 
in manufacture of 
i 


various articles have been furnishe 


| WHKC by WLW-WSAI sales depart- 


ment 


Wade Patterson at KGLO 
Mason City, la., March 22 
Wade Patterson joins KGLO'’s st 
spieler, Al M 
who retu Globe- 
sports 


aff 
as replacing tchell, 
ned to the 
as chief follow 
announcing 

Patterson comes 


Sheboygan, Wis. 


ng a tab at 


from 


Gazette 


WHBL, 
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WIP, PHILLY, QUITS 
RAMBEAU OUTFIT 


Philadelphia, March 2% 
WIP this week called it quits with 
William G. Rambeau Co., its national 
advertising representative for past 


<ix months. 

No new rep will 
tion working strictly 
of whoever sells gets the commish 


be namee 


on the poecyv 


JUST CALL ME JAY BELL 


Ft. Wayne, March 22 
Justus U. Bellville, Jr., has joined 
announcing staff WOWO WGL. 
Changed his monicker to Jay Bel! for 


nvenience of listener 
J Howard Ackley, his ( 
WOWO-WGL celebrate 


versary on air this 


at 
té l < - 


we 


Preakness Sponsored 
Baltimore, March 22 
Racing season set to open April 1, 


attracting attention of local stations 
with WBAL tieing up the Bowie 
meet for daily remote and WFBR 
again clinching the Pimlico season 
including the running of the famous 


Preakness which will be fed to NBC. 


Preakness, sewed up e» vely 
by WFBR, sold a COMMErCia to 
American Oil via Joseph Kaiz Ad- 
vertising Agency. 

; 
Three Marshalls Quit NBC 

Three Marshalls, harmony trio 
(two lassies, one lad), quit NBC 
after two years’ solid sustaining 
broken only by guest dates No 
sponsor. 

Dickering with Columbia Artists, 


| Ine. Rode that web 
‘on NBC. 


before going 











703,000 


Trained guides conduct visitors 
every half hour From 


not public show places. 


broadcasting. Yet, in 1937, 





such a manifestation of 


Visitors 





through the WW4J Studio Bvilding 
1 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. daily 


No, the studio and transmitter buildings of WWJ ore 


They were planned, con- 


structed and equipped solely in the interests of better 


alone, more than 203,000 


people— business men and housewives, butchers and 
bokers, professional men and club women—took the 
time to visit WWJ, witness broadcasts from its fine 


auditorium studio and inspect the equipment. Obviously 


interest could result only 


from prestige such as WWJ has gained through its 


| 18-year-old policy of alwa 


ys considering the listeners’ 


interests first. Just as obviously, the radio adver- 


tiser wishing to sell his product in the Detroit market 


con do a better job with 


WWJ—the station that is 


preferred by 39°% of all Detroit's homes, by actual survey! 


j Notional WS 
George P. Hollingbery Company 


New York : Chicege * Detroit : Konses City 











Sen Frencisce : Jacksonville 


ducted the show for anglers since its | 


} & 





Ra | 


ephle Nnen ae binEehe 4 oe 





\, 


eon 





Publicity Stunt | 
For Saxophones - 
Is Ambitious 





SWEET AS A SONG 


Gordon and Revel's latest and greatest 


z 
> 
os 
< 
=z 
So 
z 7 
sf For the purpose of placing the 
> | long-maligned saxophone on a high- 
P| 2r plane, in other words to give it a) 
7 ylace in the symphonie world, a 
> roup of leading orchestra leaders 
pe }and others interested in music, on 
= | Frida (13 filed a petition with 
3 Y Supreme Court Justice Mc- 
| La ighlin to organize a yrporation 
pegs |} to be known as ‘The Saxophone So- 
lciety of America, Inc Board of 
jirectors oO the proposed society for 
> protection of the sax are: Jimmy 
Dorsey. Ha Kemp, Bill McCune, 
Nye Havhew, Dick Stabile and Rudy 
| Vallee (the latter started life as a| 
manipulator of the sax). Those | 
named as incorporators are:—Dor- | 
~~ 3 | sey, Seymour Manes, Thomas Rock- | 
« =: well, William Burton and Morton | 
° = & Nathanson. 
Pd $3 - | 
a BD According to the petition drawn up | 
& x xy Solinger & Solinger, attorneys, | 
taal j~ « P . 2 
Pm re it Is proposed to make the nation 
& < t+) o " 1 ' . | ¢ ) > ‘1 Sl] > 
» x4 Be] a. sax misciouUus§ ane ui open MUSIC 
> — wi = libraries, schools, ete., from coast to 
°F s% | coast to ‘established the sax as a| 
<= 
= E rT} | standard instrument in modern 
~ | . 
qt iu el 5 i symphonie work, orchestration and 
| . | 
= ~- $ |} composition and in the re-orchestra- 
: o b ion of master works.’ | 
| ’ 
“vj >8§& | Up to the present Judge Mc- 
} , 
g o : | Laughlin has not okayed the peti- 
re = ls } tion, 
So >» SE ee 
o 
= MAESTROS IN COURT 
_ OVER ‘TIC TOCK’ MUSIC 
Al Fields, orch leader, filed suit | 
| Friday (18) in N. Y. federal court 
ad a | for an injunction to stop Ted King, | 
na 1 ~ 
— ‘c | leader at the Brooklyn Strand, from 
- us é |}using a music style which Fields | 
: - |}claims he patented. Warners and 
= & : | the Stanley-Mark Strand Corp., 
Lad ¥ | which operates the Brooklyn Strand | 
: ©} 3 | Theatre, are also named defendants. 
u = | Besides the injunction Fields also | 
‘ i 
je = F | wants an accounting and an order 
*- eo bd |from the court declaring him the 
a = mwner of the patent. 
+ = a Long complaint filed by Fields de- 
Vv “ scribes contested device as a ‘com- 
fa: 
< wap . | bined clock face and metronome, 
ra wa | used in connection with orchestra- 
‘. tions, and is used to accentuate and 
; + 
— 


identify the timing 
music.” Fields 
‘Tic Toe Music’ and avers he pat- | 
ented it last October. 

Complaint states that Ted King 
has been using the same idea while 
appearing at the Brooklyn theatre 
and also in musical shorts produced 
by the Warners. 


and 


tempo of | 
calls his brain-child 


__ MUSIC: —~ DANCE TOURS 





_ Wednesday, Mare h 23, 193: 








— 
= 
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| 
On the Upbeat || 


1] 
March 27 and | 


-___——— 


Will Osborne set for 


Will Osborne ovens at Me 
brook Country Club, Cedar Grove 
N. J., April 18. 

Ben Pollack replaces Ji 
orchestra on Joe Penner's 
night program on CBS 
April. 


mmyv Grier 
Sunday 
early in 


| 
| 


Count Basie being routed to Te 
one-niiers for Easter week out ol 
MCA’s Cleveland dist 


Benny Goodman being set for five 


lweeks of one-niters in the east on 


exiting the Pennsylvania hotel 
Getting $1,500 guarantee 


May 


CRA has tied un Rodman’s Pleas- 
ure Beach Ca Bridgenvort. Conn., | 
|for the summer. Ovens May 18 with 
| unset namer and one 
after. 


sino 
weekly there- 


Four Emperors, coctailers, 
month’s stay t Fontenello 
pone Neb., March 19. 


onen 


hotel, 


Denny Moore set for one week at 
the Athens Club, San Francsico, 


} - 


Jimmy Richards does four weeks 
, after opening at Atlanta Biltmore 
hotel, Atlanta, Ga., March 21. 


| 


Four Ink 
Grill Room, 


stay. 


Spots open 
Boston, 


at Levaggi’s 
April 17 for a 


Erskine Hawkins band with Stepin 


| Fetchit play one week at " the Paia- | 
|mount theatre, Nashville, starting | 
April 15, 


Reggie Childs 
at Capit 


pens a week's stay | 
ol theatre, Baltimore, May 6. 


-R L's Anti-ASCAP Bill 


Providence, March 22, 





15 Best Sheet Music $ Sellers 








| Kay Kyser for April 3 at Ritz ball- 
room, Bridgeport (Week ending March 19, 1938) 
—— t 
Harry Giles, Coast manager for i ga ty) re ee eee ee eee eer ree re re ee ee Feist 
Rockwell-O’Keefe, has resigned to *Thanks for the Memory St ala iat la dik Acker cake wate aes Paramount 
become manager of Jimmie Grier’s *Whistle While You Work.. -Berlin 
| band. aioe. ie renee irra Pasar rn ae wr eae ee Berlin 
——_— Goodnight, Angel ....... See a eee eee Berlin 
Eddy Duchin’s orchestra will play There’s a Gold Mine Sih RRO OE ro e- sc io dia. EE Oa CERO Berlin 
a one-night stand at Natatorium I Double Dare You ‘Shapiro 
/park, Spokane (Wash.). April 9, as *Gy psy Told Me hee Peek eee < ‘eyes 
the opening attractica of the season. *Sweet As a Song ero ee eee ee ; -Robbins 
Sail Along, Silvery Moon .......... . Select 
ee *Moon of Manakoora ; ' Kalmar-Ruby 
Jimmie Richards and orchestra *Some Day My Prince Will Come Along ., Berlin 
(CRA) onened engagement Monday Ten Pretty Girls veins | 
(21) at Atlanta Biltmore hotel din- ‘On the Sentimental Side Ratont | 
ing room Carol Kent an 1 Mover st Con Meee, Conk t? ies | 
Twins—Stan and Gene—are featured * Indicates filmusical song. t Indicates stage production song. i 
vocalists The others are pops. | 





bership of the 
C 

which 
Carlton hotel, N. Y 
indefinitely. 


) 


ASCAP Meet Deferred | Sammy Kaye’ S Raised B.0. 


Semi-annual meeting of- the mem- 

American Society of 

Authors and Publishers | America has a 

been set for the Ritz- $10,000 gross on the books for 

March 24. is off Sammy Kaye during Easter 
| Same band could have been bought 

20 for less than $300 nightly, 


ym posers Music Corp, of 
posers, 


had 


week 


: a year a 
Postponement is prompted by the | @ *° 


nability of Gene Buck, ASCAP Dates include five private parties 
orez. to attend. because of the seri- | i" the east and two promotions, at 
hay: ape gh f ; Viecca Temple, Scranton and Riiz 
us illness of his son. CiMlpary, : 

yallroom, Bridgeport, Conn Latte 


he 


VO On guarantee and percentage 
April 16 at Mamaroneck, 


privaie shindig. 


Bilt Bardo opens at New Kenmore | Opener ts 
ytel, March 23 for Milton Roemer.iN. Y. 





' 


A Positive ‘’Naturel” 
WHERE HAVE WE MET BEFORE? 


By Louis Prima, Mitchell Parish 
and Jimmy Kiaer 


| LOVE TO WHISTLE 





; King, however, the} Measure directed against the | 
complaint states, styles his musical| American Society of Compasses: | 
contraption as the ‘Tick Tock Or-| Authors and Publishers has been in- | 
chestra,’ ‘Tick Tock Rhythm Orches-! troduced in 


the Rhode Island legis- | 
tra’ and 


chestra.’ 


‘Tick Tock Tempo Or-! jature. 


Bill follows the usual pattern, 
| ecamaaaaeaaieC mamma banning the pooling of copyrights, | 

Harry Candullo plays for Commo-| the establishment of fees for block | 
| aere Perry hotel | starting March 30 | uses, etc 


| Inside Stuff—Music | 


Ee. B. Marks Co. proposes to make a court issue of its claim to the re- | 
newal rights of the compositions by Henry R. Stern (S. R. Henry), Marks 
contends that it holds these renewal rights and has so notified the Robbins 
Musie Corp., which recently acquired the right to renew copyrights from 
Stern. 

It is Marks’ contention that as an empleyee for years of the Joseph W. 
Stern publishing firm, which Marks acquired, the compositions in question 
were written on a weekly stipend. Under the renewal provision of the 
copyright law a publisher may register in his name any work created | 
| while the writer was under direct hire. 























| President Roosevelt took some good-natured ribbing at a recent Wash- | 
| ington Press correspondents’ dinner when Ben Bernie warbled a few of | 
|Pat Ballard’s satirical lyrics razzing the Administration's penchant for 
Lines suggested construction of several sample dams at | 
for the benefit of New Yorkers as ‘most Federal dams are | 


dam building. 


the World's Fair 





refused to debut a Kenny tune on one of his broadcasts because he feared 
that the trade would says that he (Lombardo) was doing it so that he could 


*t a paragraph and a line sketch in Kenny’s column, 


wing Your Lady’ title song for the show when 
, Was in it, and Words & Music published it. Warners filmed 
and also has a title song, written by iis own staff. Hillebrand ts 
complaining and may take legal action. 


Fred Hillebrand wrote a‘S 
Joe Laurie, Jr. 
the play, 








Bic HITS feov HARMS 
Rodders and Hart 

















* 
oe Bs 
= - 
x zs v 

oe «as 

— ie 2: 
= —e°Y 
ev of¢wy 
> = =2 | too dam far away’ from eastern optics. | 
z = 2 = | Not miffed in the least, the Chief Exec requested a copy of the specially | 
= c Ss & | composed ditty, ‘Bonneville, Boulder and Coulee, and also asked that all 
e o 5 re) | 209 correspondents be provided with same. | 
2 =~ cael 
3 rz ,< | Behind Guy Lombardo’s decision to introduce the latest tune, ‘Cathedral BLA 82.0%- RADIO Cl, Sg 
4 v = e in the Pines,’ by Nick Kenny, radio columnist for the N. Y. Mirror, is an | 
” = 2 = item which Alton Cook, radio ed of the N. Y. World-Telegram, wrote for 
& > - 2 the March issue of Radio Stars. Cook, who conducts the latter gossip 
z E column under the label of Arthur Mason, said that Lombardo had always 

_ 

uw 














LITTLE RED BOOK 
™e SNAKE CHARMER 
DUCKLINGS ~ PARADE 
SPRING TONIC: Se. 


50* 
Lira, 


each 


ee Writ For pacotntian Lists 


4B Marks nvsic ‘oRPORAT a 











GIRL TRUMPET PLAYER WANTED 


Must Take Off and Play Hot 
INA RAY HUTTON 


Park Central Hotel, New York 55th St. and Tih Ave. 
Also Other Capable Girl Musicians Write with Picture 
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Song Pluggers Peeved by NBC ||OMMERGIALS VIM Petrillo Incident Emb 
_ — a e 
Contact men around the publishing business think that NBC has a e er: a if raw ofa 
distorted idea of what constitutes a reward for good behavior. Afte1 j ? 

weeks of abiding by an agreement with the network not to buttonhole 

artists away from reception rooms, the professional men have been ; > 

issued permanent passes which restricts their presence to the second upport rom ISC ig {s SSil 

door of the NBC layout. . they want to talk to an artist that is on Promoters Weighing Possi- : 

one of the upper oors the contactees must now send up word by *I°,° . ¥e 

Sr se ee a bilities of Capitalizing on ’ 

Previous arrangement was to issue weekly passes to the publishers 400,000 Phonograph In- 3 Firms Join M P P A Josey N. Weber, president of the 
‘ men with the -rst< y that 1e were tl tick to tl recep yY ° ° . oh oh @ e " 

1 the understanding ney ) the reception stallations in Public Places me ) Federation of Musicians 

rooms The contacteers claim that thev had conformed with this ) , , 

requirement religiously, and that for NBC to hand them suddenly a —Several Obstacles Must Three more firms have ined the | “#5 ‘ast week placed in the curious 

ticket which reduces their privileges to the vanishing point is not Be Overcome Music Publishers Protective Asso | } tion of having to assure the three 
what they consider playing cricket. ciation, leaving but a few minor: ajOr phonograph companie that 
‘ 7 fi s j > H% lar fiel hat ar ‘ 

| ey aa the or ae oy thi el they had nothing to fear from rela- 
7__ no ‘epresentec on ne Organiza- ‘ a P 
, ° A.F.M. NO LIKE tion’s membership rolls pegrthpesounshanascigdeleennkerin 
aZis Inierm ot to Send Lom Newcomers are Broadway Music | of the Chicago local, and the Na- 
wu " Corp., Joe Davis, Inc., and Lincoln | tional Association of Performine Ar- 

® everal promotional Proups are Music Corp | ’ 
; I ’ sie iacrai te : } tisis Weber not only declared tha 
e bd e out to convert the 400.000 to 500.000 a : } the Federation w yuld firm]; poh conte ys ‘ 
0 { e ustrian er OrMming ociety coin-operated phonograph machines, ¢ F | y agreement it made with these 
spread around this country and Can- | * npanies but indicated that the 

: : ‘ . } VFM yu] x rel > e ty 
neal + ada, into media for plugging mer- | ns Py Mtn yo Dn storks y im 
i *h ‘tween the manfacturers 

9 . ° chandise. These groups v ld bu and JAP rer »¢ “C 
Nazi government last week noti-: ASCAP’s Own Pitt Office] Giice tend pone oe Puig | i tae MAPA ever the commepaials 
. : . < Va A yrogra Ss aiong ad ils ‘Ste or: Or ic 
fied the American Society of Com- ae hie ack tae deanna See cies Pan ms : g radio . ve ted in phonograph records. 

ittsburgh ot re oO ne £ ‘ ines, 1 ame ‘-ombinations ° < < 4 ‘ ec 

posers, Authors and Publishers that). ie : ; ; mite ein genes en eee 8 peeeen: te 

} tal a the Austrian pet Society of Composers, Authors and} gaged for the recording, and com- previous Monday (14) before the 
if as aK +r S < ‘reo 7 . . ° ° ' 
aaa ie “igh ge siety, and that no Publishers is now a direct operation, | mercial copy interpolated between | NAPA (‘in New York) in response to 
vee an en ore i; wane ri : be wade instead of being farmed out to a local | numbers, The discs would be given | an offer which Paul Whiteman and 
gh eR te hgprectiad od so ASCAP lwver. William O’Brien has been | away free to coin-machine operators. | —— Fred Waring had submitted to him. 
a ne se sense Palanan A | - put in charge of this office. He | Organizations interested in finane- Two bandmen asked Petrillo to take 
ae ee ee =" comes from ASCAP’s Boston setup.}|Ing such projects have been con- Sam Fox has brought suit in the ; Over the leadership of the NAPA 
stated that advices as to the future |, ios one y ’ be ce a é 

g - between ASCAP and Aus Change of status for the Pittsburgh | ducting extensive surveys in the N. Y. supreme court for $1,500,000 |@t & proposed salary of $100,000 a 
“ta pv! i ae : i write: ai uld territory followed a survey. of |coin-machine field and have in-;against 20th Century-Fox, Loew’s, | ¥©@!: This incident proved of con- 

con hers. ¢ rriters woul . ; . + Faw . : : ! > arrass ] 
digo tt kip ges a fortl -omi letter, | licensing possibilities made by a trio | Quired of Harry Fox, gen. mgr. of | Inc., Robbins Music Corp., Jack Rob- | S!derable embarrassment to Weber 
be detailed in a for — = rk of home office representatives. ron Music Publishers Protective As-| bins and Movietone Music Corp.,| *'"¢e he and his executive board was 
-_ < scenge’c > o rordas wf Tele ‘ | ° . s j p i : ial 
Lebo ee eer pK smrennne Paha ti Edward Montgomery, who handled sociation, about the music licensing | charging conspiracy and damage to still in the midst of negotiating a 
were, ; You are irrevocabd!: in- the Pittsburgh area for ASCAP on | problems involved. Fox himself is| business reputation. Litigation comes lice ny agreement with the phono- 
pera l t which a split basis, will go on representing | si yer the prospects of this type | as the sequel to 20th Century's trans- "Wh. gp ong 

fell P Z av 21 hic} | - ‘e tak o ha ms: ° P ° 4 8) ; » 

Last annua paymer! é : the office in legal matters. | venture taking up the matter with | fer of its publishing alliance from en the spokesmen for the 
ASCAP made to the Austrian So- - : ‘+, | Phonegraph companies met with 
ASC! Sco, whtie KATA ae ANOS the Sam Fox Music Publishing Co. Weber sealed i 
ciety wé ; be W b ( fi to the MGM-controlled Robbins a couple days after Petrillo's 
ceived $4,500 from that group for ever ontfirms Music Corp. {Since then Robbins in appearance before the NAPA the 
he like peri i slieve ee oe : disc men wa 0 know how ti 
the like period. It - Feeney 0 on L DUBI T LL ee turn publishes 20th-Fox tunes via poe = — \ a LOW h Ww — 
his P anschluss ideology . oes ‘ . sxpect egottave 
this side that sme anacauss so trad } Joseph N. Weber, AFM prez its affiliated Feist firm.] Deal cov- . we o . ig . WE 
will be applied to performing rights, : Rare rear bas atte ay | some one, reierring to Peirillo as a 

: | asserted Monday (21) that he | ering the switch was made in May, , amber ' A pip 
with the result that the Austrian ‘ , } . 1936. b lidn’ - ii EN es nember of the AFM executive board, 
: i} will not permit any AFM mem- 936, but didn’t become fully effec- | 16 acted as , 
Society, referred to in the trade (ee t til las Fe who acted as though he was about to 
: } } pers to record phonograph rec- ive until last August. run out on tl id sig ID will 
ss A.K.M., will be absorbed by ee : . prin’, ee One Nee Ep Wise tae 
, as 11 ords which contain commercial In his bill of complaint Fox states opposition, the NAPA. Weber d 
STAGMA, the German copyrights | Bese e Phat agaeitie scr sy . | ition, NAPA. r de- 
“A sari advertising. re causes of action. First is clared that the AFM had had nothe- 
eombine. ASCAP has not sent any | 9 8 ieee eet ’ , 
. . : This very angle, he said, is against Loew’s, the Robbins firm and ing to do with Petrillo’s relations 
money to STAGMA in years, be- | ; “i i t lati 
fae ioe ; Freel tabooed in the license which Robbins personally and pleads for with the NAPA and that any dea) 

a ‘ rg , at F 
@ause the la er alw ays : | the federation proposes to fssue $1,000,000 in damages. Second cause | worked out by the AFM with the 
than was coming to it. ASCAP has , ‘ ; . . aanhen 

ived the difference to phonograph record com- names 20th Century and Movietone | phonograph record compan would 
ee Nearer piles: ‘ | panies, Music and seeks damages of $500,000, be protected by the Federation 
on Al Dubin resigned Monday (21) | while the third involves all de- | against any outside factor. 
os & thal writer fee the Warne | Seale tines Mitek te te: fendants but Loew’s and asks the ome Contributed $7,500 
’ Br ine in Cilivwael with 2 | al i inane tn. aaa gl cee ‘court to enjoin the further dissolu- Weber has supported the NAPA 
ros. iow ios in Hollywood with the, pec ; } a aon ee y - ee tion of Movietone Music and to de- since its inception, contributing 
IF BING CROSBY OKAYS SR Tas OS We Oe ee  soncnrned 1 ier i hive ah aad clare that Sam Fox has the exclusive *4,900 of the AFM’s funds to help the 
= | ; : s e executive boar sons eos P ‘ ‘iation’ al cz nit ste 
able to stand the grind of turning | sass Sars itd Of | nublishing privileges of all works in  ®*S0¢/ation’s legal campaign to estab- 
ithe American Federation of Mu- : . lish @ property right for tl ee 
oe tate. selling | ciotaiee “a ey | the Movietone catalog until their | perty rg yr the artists 
: them out to order. Dubin’s withe-|sicians, which has frequently ex- : at in his recording. Wet . ‘ 
Select Music, Inc., may be merged aaa ; . rriting | mrecced i . 4 ee pi current copyrights expire. pep ne" oor Saw. eae 
; drawal from picture score writing | pressed itself as interested in find- tl t is in s 
ein Seats Beencten, tie. incned ing | | Sam Fox claims that his business ‘H€, Position that he is in sympathy 
antl S. ’ ” does not affect the contract which | ing ways to prevent the coin-ma- | ; ka . ah IS Ousiness with the NAPA if the benefits it ob- 
= - . . ‘ r + . , © 1 * i. . niacin ‘ 4 » Ss o 
ef continuing to operate as a nig he has with the Music Publishers! chine from causing further unem- relations with 20th Century were |iii.. will go to all the musicians 

a . , ’ >. ‘ . , : . > . aj ay van 5 tans 

. ag organization. Move yr havsir ; €- Holding Co.. WB subsid embracing | ployment among musicians in the | P€ rformed in good faith and were \ yj), make records and not serve t« 
ng discussed with Bing Crosby, 4 21 its publishing interests. This | small towns throughout the country. satisfactory all around up to August, | owe) the income of a few individ- 


Select stockholder, on the Coast and 
if it meets with his approval the 
consolidation will be ratified at a 


One of the outfits which intends | 1935, and the film company would 
pursuing the commercialized record have renewed with him for a period 
ti f B J { idea has already incorporated itself. of five years following Oct. 1, 1937, fo, musicians 
meeting o an ros.-JOyY anc : ; " n ‘ — ‘ ’ ‘ 5 a inc he cae inclines 2 iar Sing 
Schest Prado snag ris, MPHC gen. mgr., that he found rhe vos propes S to go by is - ee had not interve ned. He Impression gathered by those close 

TI i a : of it necessary to conserve his energies | National Phonograph Network, al- | accuses Loew and Robbins of using to Weber is that the NAPA-Petrille 

‘rough the merger dual costs 0 c wh as ssible and thi he | though the holding company charter ‘malicious, fraudulent and deceiiful ‘jder h: ee . 
operation would be eliminated for 2S ‘NUCH aS Pos oe ane ae ee } , incident has irked him to the point 
ype , ate I : | which it tained a few weeks ag ans ‘ause 20th-F ‘ihr } . 
cc ta agian A aaa eitles strain of working under studio pres- | which Re obtained a f weeks ago| means to cause 20th-Fox Film to where he would prefer to have the 

y Salk Ss yar s ; >S . ifr 1e secretary's f e Alhan res ite o an . . ieee P “ 
and the S atly hea is fi sure they Sure threatened to completely under- | from the secretat office in Albany | break its contract with him and to ociation po its own way from now 
a7 ) san ads gur © , : | carr >» lal Airway adcast- ave ins s 0) ‘ , 
o- d , é t % mine his health. Dubin said that he | ¢ arried the | ine l, A v Broadcast h Ve Robbin supplant him (Fox) on and look to no support from the 
an do better by concentrating on ing, Inc. Tied up with the latter is| as the producing company’s 


agreement has until 1940 to go. 
In a conversation from Hollywood 
Dubin told Edwin H. (Buddy) Mor- 


uals. Also, if by its efforts the NAPA 
is able to create more employment 





; would be willing to do a picture | musical Federation, 
One company’s numbers. * > Trans-Electra Corp., with Fore advise ‘ . ‘ ’ . 
pany score once in a while and contribute | " Tran: he , a Corp. 1 Forest adviser and consultant. Robbin Indications are that AFM and the 
™ , , Jonnson isvec as executive vice-|¢ ac r} 9 ‘oa , } ore . ¢ 
occasional numbers to the Warner | Sans ak a 2 Binge ei oe contract with 20th Century is de- phonograph companies will bring 
+> , al nre ner is@s, cer > © ‘ 6 vor ‘ y ‘eo o ++i 
catalogs. | president of a ery scribed as running for 20 years, as their license negotiations to a close 


Idea of the commercial phono- 
graph disc received considerable 
agitation in the middle west four 
years ago. Walt Glaser, who was 


giving the Robbins firm 662 3% of within the coming week. The clause 
the profits from 20th Century scores Which has caused much dispute is so 
and as providing for the dissolution Tevised as to relieve the manufac- 
of Movietone Music, which Sam Fox trers of any qualms about involving 


. . 
Infringement Trial Opens Warners meanwhile teamed up 
Harry Warren, Dubin’s writing part- 


Trial of Jack Darrell’s suit against "er for over eight vears, with John- 
VC « . . . a ~¢ . 
Mercer. Warren is also under 


fy be OOOO | 


the Joe Morri Si rer ny > ‘ . rwriter for , 
} over the once a copywriter for Lord & Per ess . a 
M rris Music Co. ver contract to the MPHC until 1940. a tight : claims he created and exclusively themselves in secondary boycotts. 
alleged infring rf Ss Joes |'Thomas and also ran his own ad 7 | om i fae me : 
ringemen ) Vis a ha developed lhe circumstances und vhich they 
Anybody Want a Little Kewpie”’ Dubin suffered a severe setback in | agency jin Chicago. took the thing to ped. ui s under which they 
: : ‘ yp. health early this past winter and vd or : ' , In addition to injuring his reputa- “© constrained not to give service 
opened before Judge Samuel Man- ’ we ; , }the Grand Rapids Musical Instru- have } . 
: ae ree lacunindg « tharuualh exams | : af ; tion as a music publisher e com. U#Ve been specifically enumerated. 
celbaum in the U. S. district court after undergoing a thorough exam- | ment Co. and Capehart and after p th m 
yesterday (Tuesday) ’ Bhaoreit claims | ination at Johns Hopkins hospital, |! much experimenting it was found plaint states, the alliance with Rob- — 
th: taal peregrine gah : nig 3altirmore. he spent some time in | 4p; > custome enot nts bins made it hard for Sam Fox to Chicago, March 22. 
hat Morris’ hit tune of 1936, ‘On the 700" - : that the customers in spots contain- : Jimes C. Petrillo wil 
Beach at Bali Bali.’ nae sols } Florida, Dubin was assured by the ing coin-operated machines would get the proper exploitation for UD- | 4) fy M a will turn down 
< a 1 Bah, Vas much in Baltimore medics that he was not a 5 “ ; : nr ; equent scores from the 20th Cen- the offer of the National Association 
°mmon melodically with ‘Kewpie, altimot meaics *s 5 ; i 4inot pay to listen to advertising hee lot r th M ' i F of Pertorming§ Artist to become 
hj ‘ , cardi: “ase. as he ared | } ry t or e Movietone catalog 5 ——e - ) 
Which he published in 1928. ardiae case, as he ha eared, blurbs. Fi aiid : tt - ‘ ; ede AVE leader of the organization The 
\F : . iat - »xX wants this latter catalog turned , fanizatl 
Named with Morris are ‘Bali's ' iaciate te i co setae es meec'| salary of $100,000 ji tempting 
= . " ne ACK > nim mplal relates at 
Writers, Al Sherman, Jack Meskill 392 Cl ‘ V Revina. Sask... Merch 22. Se ania tala ¢ ee Jom es that | enoyph tates Petrillo. but he can- 
| > —— W &M ‘ \ Bhrband OX aqae $s Original tieup with , , 
8nd Abner Silver. Darrell is basing $ aims 8. . . M cians’ Mutual Protective a Ss sap ce bs : nd ) the not divorce himself from the Chi- 
c fe -_ ‘ 4 1 ‘ > yroauce June 5 for a ft ry . 
W Case on the decision in the famou Zoint ection axainst Word & | ciation has appiied » city council + : ee } : ; : : ! cugvo Federation of Musician 
cie-S; : | - | , { +} Ol two years, and tl on 32 ) , 
h ilkie-Santly suit in which the court Mucic. Inc.. and Melody Music, Inc., | here for ban on use of nicks l-in-the- 20th Cent +: sre I, 1932 Petrillo will not take on anything 
e] ¢ ee , . ; : . _oe tent . , vray Se : aa” in antury transferred all its mu- 4} fs 
f ld that proof of similarity was suf- filed by Collier Engravin:; and So] | siot rad pHnono | Ching te 7 aha ; F : : hes oun ut might cause neglect of Mu- 
cient Julian T. Abeles is defend- Immermat n fiftl district court. mall dance in } ylic hal ep titgg sin } 0 Mov. letor e and cians Union 
Ng the action Manhattz March 26. Pair seek $312 A move by me alderme ¢,, | that the film company and Fox con- 
F AVEGASTEL LLL, svke aia iat : eee ’ tracte ~T a ’ 
a a from Words a 1 $80 from Me lody clamp ona he vy license Jul ich — ae to P it “7 tne ~~ » s isica ik . 
Lee Zahler’s ‘Once Around the for alleged unpaid services instruments failed materia] into. th catalog for the Musi ers Want Theirs 
Clock’ } ae $c next five years 
‘ as been purchased by Pro- Clain of Immerm: artist-son : —_ Hollywo March 22 
ia 2 . . . leaffarl f — nw } y rm ) ‘lar i c y , as 
Hy ‘ive Pictures for Doris Weston. of Connie Immermi of the Cotton Gus Edwards cleffed four sided Firm of Root, Clark, Buckner & Wive claims totaling $1,680 have 
fo sing in ‘Delinquent Parents.’ Club. N. Y.. have been assigned to | for ! new radio series, ‘Talent on | Ballantine filed the suit in Sam Fox fil t I 
aad c iui 4 bie Jt = « | 3 soe : . . ‘ . ee bine 4 iy iC- 
imma Collier. whic med as plaintiff, | Trial.’ They are ‘Where Are You. | behalf, while 20th Century is bein es by J] cial nbers of 
Dick Webster, soloist and violinist according to Immerman & Immer- | Little Boy Blue There's a Little Bit represented by Dwight, Harris, Koe- the orchect ed in se ‘Swing 
With Jimmy G ’ t for latter Word & | f Heaven in Hawa ge, x. dof Mat re] & Cuskey, Loev bys J} Roel t 1¢ 
° Jimm °j ne >i ma attornevs for la ore shah , he - ; S Svaees : = J. Move Mt. | 
ucy Grier’s band, will marry — , } ‘ ad hatta: ynd ‘Sec dt Fone thie Rubi and Robbir ‘ Jul , 
> , Ann McLean, Los Angeles Music has alreaay repled w ha dce- attan ane n t N vuil , o t n Dy lin J c*, pany now undergoing a ree 
ii } 4 dicat 1 te +} Nay Abcles ones . 
J ed April 16, nial hatter a¢ a stalin ‘ * jostenizetion under 77-B of the bank- 
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Metro Strongly Opposes Return 
To Old ASCAP Royalty System 








‘MUSIC—DANCE TOURS 


Breakdown of Network Plugs 


Following is an analysis of the combined plugs of current tunes on WEAF, WJZ and WABC computed jor 
the week from Monday through Sunday (March 14-20). Grand total represents accumulated performances 
| on the two NKC links und CBs. ‘Commercials’ refers to all types plugs on sponsored programs. In ‘Source’ co!- 








—= a 











VARIETY 



































































































































ener + |umn, * denotes film song, + legit tunes, and ‘pop’ speaks for itself, iia te 
ran ommer- 
Publisher faction of the American Counts the House Title Publisher Source Total cials Vocals 
Society of Composers, Authors and a Sa -Pi- ie gle? bn baba eevee es: seeee seeees ea Cases eeeeressccserees seen 7 o + 
: . ’ : . a TM BQAUCATION, .. cer ceccvevece ee PITLIC HK. cccccceces ( TrereverTer rr rk ercrruyereen ‘ 
Publishers last night (Tuesday) went _ CBS musical ae geteen oo tees Wantea Pe cS Dep vkbae Meee eae Be r= + sel eer *Goldwyn Follies .......... a 6 13 
into its general meeting on the ing department has been aske |Thanks For The Memory......... . Paramount. Sie HAPORGGASE <5 cs vsnavs cess co 9 2? 
by a couple publishers to give |) 1s wonderful Robbins ME So aaos Gickiasaenakwees — 6 16 
question of changing the royalty pay- closer scrutiny to the list of || es Than ver. cena Maree ae a vs . vs .... Miller... vee , ve. ... Pop PIELER ea ace . = 4 10 
off system with the film producer- tunes submitted by the leader || please Be Kind...........++esseeeeees OTS eee reer eo Ee ee ee er een co an 5 17 
controlled firms determined to op- of a band located in a Broad- Whistle While You Work........+.e46. Berlin. ..cssessees *Snow White tessee seen serene 20 8 i 2 
: pose any return to the old method of way cabaret. Complaining Goodnight Angel werreerr rr a BOPUD vacsccvecese *Radio City pre Th tee eeeeees e 7 l 
bs anasitentioth. Advocates of the going- pubs claim that the bandman Sweet As a Song  —— ‘ef We dwa aa eleee tr a wreeewes Sally, Ii ‘the - : OFF iiccusee 2 : ; 
d hack idea are charged with desiring uses his Sunday night broad- 4 a oe o~ e Betis Me —— verre ts yi een the OVE. ccadasaeee e 18 ; 
7 ee . = Ss Gis : : . . e at's —r1 oO eamlsé PICT. wee eevee sers coer eee eee eseeenes . 
3s only to reduce the performing rights cast to high pressure music men pt ok Mie... ce, Seattle + lee qui to ep gab alapA ia Re 18 7 > 
if income of the small publishers. into patronizing the spot. , I Fall in Love With You Every Day.... Famous. ‘ st ee “Coll ge Swing .......000000 .. 1 7 
a we Metro, particularly, contends that This leader submits a list o How’d You Like to Love Me? cs 0 ER ‘College Swing ........eceeee . 17 3 Lt 
ee even though it would get a larger 20 numbers for the evening’s I Double Dare You ee S MEESTER eee - 16 4 LY) 
slice of the annual plum the return broadcast, although he doesn’t Dipsy Doodle i »»Lincoln........... DE SVrittassiineaketewnsweae . 16 4 : 
to the old system would create an expect to do more than 12 or 13. Sunday in the Park... iss scscvcsvccaces Mills Eee GCbsleaar ‘Pins and Needle sae = 3 ba 
unhealthy condition for the Society. Earlier in the evening he takes Toy pe arteeescees ee area wane sek Rebecc 2 Sunnybros nok F arm. vee : 3 
It reminds the ASCAP board that his stand at the door and with ewan a cetge neg es the Sky.....++. Par evict abet aaa 2 aie in te ioe... |.  - 1 4 
Metro renewed its membership con- program list in hand checks off earn Thin! ‘tow Of ‘You Tonight. . Schuster-Miller... Pop Se eer are . 13 1 LO 
tract four years ago only after it had the publishing firms which have I aden d Than Done : Olman Pop ere ae z 4 
been assured that every method of sent over reps to swell the a ; - — — ei ee ean tina ‘near ‘White as ores ’ 7 ecce 6 6 
determining a member's rating, in- pire attendance. Firms || at a Perfume Counter Donaldson........ *Casa Manana Revue......+. - 12 2 9 
cluding availability, would be put on checked in as present get their I Can Dream, C an’t. acm SNe Marlo ete eeu ‘Richt This WAY. ¢c.sss cesses « da 3 x 
a mathematical basis. Also that a numbers played, while those On the Sentimental Side . Select "Dr. RHYTHM 2... eee eee eeeeee 12 0 8 
serious attempt would be made to do missing are checked out as far Old Apple TLEC. 0c. celeeceececccvens Witmark ee eerer *Sw ing Your Lady. sc sx<caccas : 9 
away with the need for ~~ hers to as the program list is con- T woe th Adore You ake thay nieonen 4 i hm > an 0 7 
potion rng ap veh emanate | Madea Rosalie ters. NGhappell:icstsscsMoslie | cclccsccee |B 
come from the Society. SE ME 5 betc0 cade Keeendnseciegeseer DEL 6.5445 deéaan a re eer . 10 3 T 
nantes - — by ag was ss " i t ‘In Shade New Apple Tree Soe | Sa ee ‘Hooray for What.......cccce he 4 ; 
that if the publishers voted to go A dR d A In My Little Red Book .Marks..... Re a ee : 2 
back to the old system of classifica- ssociate adio r ISLS | Moon of Man: sect (ckagtn Kalmar-Ruby. saees *Hurricane Pi hig: Sian gee anaes ‘ ; 
tion they would be barred from de- L Id . ° Ti | Just a Simple Melody..............00. WitIMSr, .icccces *Script Girl .. Legeweeonn 
manding a better deal for themselves oses entity In leup | Goodnight Sweet Dreams ». Shapiro.......... Pi »p ; ° 
when the matter of signing up with | Bewildered yet ee fren Tere ree res srt Type A RSet 2 
ASCAP for another 10 years comes | With Charlie Rapp Firm |T Love to Whistle... Te eeT ere Te Peer. oa: fiasauesans : a . bn + ry ve ; ‘ : i ; ’ 
up this fall. : Metro : veel poten ani | | Garden of Granada....... .. Southern......... Pop ‘ 9 0 } 
ae stand that if such barriers are set up | She nanigans ee errr te “Outside if Paragise, <icasede 9 6 5 
ie it will refuse to continue with the} Assoc iated Radi ) Artists ; acily |'Ten Pretty Rs ks vo Crawford......e5- BOM Giiaisceacnaesinteataeeee 8 4 5 
ae Society at the expiration of its loses its identification via affiliation | spack in Back of tives Hills ae eae eae De ot toss cee ereeehe 9 1 5 
Je present contract | with Charlie Rapp office last week. | J Peer IER Sree ve EEE ELE COMUNE bhcr5 ac cccnddeneeouns 3) 2 ‘ 
= Warner Bros.’ attitude is that it} Formerly owned by Harry Moss, | Mama That Moon Is Here rT Paramount were *Big Broadcast ......sssee. 9 2 ; 
oF wont agree to abandoning the pres- | now with Music Corp. of America, | Taboo ae ee oy ae Pop . : a 4 5 ; 
4 ent system unless it can be shown | ARA moved into Rapp’s quarters in| Once Ina While......... fae savawedias — Si WB i cssessdecer : : : 
| that the old method can be made to | same building to drop its activity in| Hometown ................ ooo Crawford... ...e0e. ee ee re 0 
Pe You’re a Sweetheart........ ae eee *You're a Sweetheart.......0. 8 2 ‘ 
i work equitably | the national band field. | ; eats TP 2 
ts q - A Gypsy Told Me So..... og eA WIOT A c060 ca ees MADDY DANCING 14 ...ssccecs 8 2 4 
ws z With Buddy Lee and Harry Lyons | ; ie tant tae. ER et *Everybody Sing .....ccese a 2 4 
po still remaining, ARA will henceforth | - pecs : «oS aan *Mad / t si 7 1 5 
. — — Ss : | Serenade to the Stars...........seeee: Robbins. ...e.+ees Mad About Music......4+. ee 
ve Bob Chester to wap ea 99 | Operate in the club date field. Lou|y{ was Doing All Right................ Chappell......... *Goldwyn Follies ......eeee0. 7 2 ‘ 
i. Detroit, March = Strauss, also associated with ARA,|J’m the One Who Loves You.......... GEM... ccccccsses POP coccccccsseccrcseocccces oo «39 0 i 
a Bob Chester’s band, which has | dropped out this week when changes! Ooh Boom ............ Riemer CNB sipenea epee mame ates ii 6 3 5 
ae been playing at Detroit Athletic club | were made. Love Is Here to Stay..............++++.Chappell......... *Goldwyn F OMNES a scasevsene 6 4 3 
34 past two months, leaves this week/ Moss still controls a couple of| Bob White ..............sseeeeees ° 0 ee vest eeees cain : eee : : ; 
me J for a short vacash before opening at| bands under personal management | Gypsy in My Soul..........+.++seeeees ee a+ oe reece. F rife * itty a dati naadiein ih hediataet 6 1 4 
Pg Schroeder hotel, Milwaukee. | contracts including Lucky Millinder, 4 oe a Life I Love.........+..+00. + gallate reeaee oI een Mie... 1 4 
ae | After Milwaukee date, Chester’s | Dick Messner. Possibility of their I we Syren pag ee Robbins.......... POD «..c.... . ote Peri) 6 t 
E boys will fill a New York engage- | going into MCA was denied by Moss. | Don’t Be That W: ay es PR ORNCHR ay: *" Robbins..... ities > EER ete 6 1 3 
7 ment before leaving for West Coast| MCA is expanding in the negro| Coffee and Kisses ee" Paramount........*Her Jungle Love.......ssece 6 0 2 
| for summer work. i band biz. You Took Words Out of My Heart.... et. pened i 3 Broa - wesisesen sins : ; 1 
Pi — = |Mariachie .. are, eae Sc - *Girl of Golden West....... eee 
ar My Heart Is 7 Taking 3 OO are | Pr err eT PEC; BER 65s aca eeewee ee 5 1 4 
iy You Couldn’t Be Cuter ¢ PHODDEL 6 cesscess *Joy of Living.........66. ecoce, OD Ll 3 
Pee True Confession. : ae Famous beseaeuewd *True Confession ae 5 l 3 
a In the Still of the Night. .. Chappell cadannic wns oR ysalie .... ess ceneseeeceens 4 3 - 
a OUUEMNG WE BHOVG sis ic is cd vossaanee AMOUS. .ccccccees Lomance in t €1@ Dark. cceces oe ‘ 
ey Nice Work If You Can Get It. ee: aeons in bine cocccce 8 2 2 
“s Romance in the Rain.......... 90068eu6 Red BOTs 6c cceees Harlem on the Prairie......e6 5 l 0 
ps. | Big DIDPEr oii iiciicacs -Lincoln........... Pop : 5 0 0 
° Danse’ and ‘Messenger from Mars,’ to’ Universal’s next Deanna Durbin pics 
Music Notes Mills Music, Inc. | ture, ‘That Certain Age,’ and are now 
/at work on other songs for the pro- 
: “ee ia cae Raymond Scott sold his ditty, ‘Si- duction. 
WHO ARE WE TO SAY ¢ iy, | berian Sleighride,’ to 20th-Fox. 
ail Frank Loesser turned out ‘I Like Stuff Smith returns to the Onyx 
SHADOWS ON TI 1E MOON ail a Hump-Backed Salmon,’ which| Jimmy McHugh and Harold Adam- Club, N. Y., April 14 after six 
M ARI ACI WE Fuzzy Knight will warble in Para-|son completed the title number for | months at Famous Door, Holiywood. 
f ‘ 4 mount’s ‘Spawn of the North.’ am — = == 
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GIRL OF THE GOLDEN WEST 4 4 
By Sigmund Romberg and Gus Kaha Ama Renell authored four song D o 
M- From the MGM picture “The Girl of the Golden W est” lyrics to music by Kurt Weil for p D 
Walter Wanger’s picture, ‘The Ad- 
y 77 . y _ venturess.’ 
ALWAYS AND ALWAYS ps Setio 
By Bob Weight, Chet Fi d Edw i , 3 c is ‘ 
ri 7 ot : te — an tan ard Ward ; ites q Snyder : has chucked his RADIO CITY REVELS The Greates Score in Years 
rom the MGM picture “Mannequin baton-w aving to join the sales force By Magidson and Wrubel 
of a beer distrib in San Antonio, GOODNIGHT, ANGEL 
The Sensational Mexican Waltz Song 
TLPLTIN Irving Berlin Co. has taken for THERE'S A NEW MOON OVER THE OLD MILL 
ae . a) oe G publication the themer Harry Sos- cmcnenanon 
fastc and Spanish Lyric by “aria Grever nik wrote for the Tyrone Power air TAKE A TIP FR 
English Lyric by Raymond Leveen series, Jack Meskill supplied the IP FROM THE TULIP 
THE ONE TLOVE rier Coes talggued as “When | HMMM SWINGIN’ IN THE CORN 
4 VJLNES 4 4 ee — I cane 
. — SPEAK YOUR HEART 
MELODY FARM Frederick Hollander and Ralph — —  —-— eee , 
, , ; : Freed turned in ‘You Leave Me 
™ “?- ory Kaper and W. Jurmann Breathless,’ which Fred MacMurray AF ary o” Hits hoon 
| a] - ys od Sia” re ~ S, t ec < _ - . 
rom the picture “Leerybody Sing | will sing in Paramount's ‘Cocoanut “SNOW W me E oe THE SEVEN DWARFS” 
| Grove.’ 
y aie hl 7 ss? | 
AN OLD STRAW TAT | on ONE SONG 
By Mack Gordon and Harry Revel Ralph Rainger and Leo Robin 1 , . 
From the 0th Century-Fox Picture besiorny -* the score for “ager HEIGH-HO! (The Dwarfs Marching Song) 
- “Rebecca of S throok Farm” | Paris oneymoon’ and are now 
Rebecca of Sunnybrook Ferm | cong on Gass: tes “hein aan SOME DAY MY PRINCE WILL COME 
Models of 1938 
The Top Novelty Tune } eee WITH A SMILE AND A SONG 
JOSEP] INE Max Steiner writing the score for WHISTLE WHILE YOU WORK 
, . , Warners’ ‘Crime School,’ 
By Ges Koln, Weyne King and Buske Bicone —— an en THE SILLY SONG (THE DWARFS’ YODEL SONG 
P (The Dwarfs’ 
Sigmund Romberg and Gus Kahn | BLUDDLE- -UDDLE- UM-DUM Washing Song) 
° | set to write the music and lyrics for | 
Lee Leist- om” | ‘Balalaika,’ which Lawrence Wein- The “Home on the Range” of This Generation 
me, | garten produces for Meiro. THERE’S A GOLD MINE IN THE SKY 
1629 BROADWAY © NEW YORK _ Bn HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 
- | Campbell-Connelly, London pub- 
| lishing firm, has turned over the | ; . 
} American rights of Sid Phillips’ late | . 99 Pp YE f 
}est instrumental novelties, ‘Palais de 
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VAUDE—NITE CLUBS 





Joseph E. Howard, 74 and Active, Has 
A Show Biz Philosophy of His Own 


+ 


Songwriters may come and song- 
writers may go, but Joseph E. How- 
ard goes on forever. Once called ‘the 
George M. Cohan of Chicago,’ How- 
ard wrote his first song hit, ‘Hello, 
Ma Baby,’ in 1902. Today he’s just 
taken his latest musical effort from 
the presses, ‘Meet Me at the New 
York World’s Fair.’ 

‘Hello, Ma Baby’ was followed by 
such money makers as ‘I Wonder 
Who's Kissing Her Now,’ ‘Honey- 
moon Trail,’ 700d-Bye, My Lady 
Love’ and nearly 500 others. How- 
ard is still proud of the fact that 
his ‘Baby’ song greatly affected the 
sales of George M. Cohan’s simul- 
taneous ‘I Guess I'll Have to Tele- 
graph My Baby.’ 

Most of Howard's contemporaries 
are now parked in obscure rooming 
houses or (weather permitting) 
standing in front of the Bond Build- 
ing, N. Y., telling younger thespians 
how they wowed ’em in the old days. 
Not so Howard. Trim, erect and 
Jooking a good 15 years younger 
than his 74 years, Howard nightly 


regales patrons at Bill’s Gay Nine- 
ties (N. Y.) with the Howard strut 
end the now famous Joe Howard 
songs. 


Instead of looking for a quiet 
chimney corner, suitable for remin- 
iscing, he is making records, writing 
songs and conducting a publishing | 
business. | 

Of the songwriters who started out | 
4ogether in ‘Hello, Ma Baby’ days, | 
Howard is the sole remaining mem- | 
ber actively engaged in writng and 
publishing. And he is justly proud 
of having beaten the marrying De 
Wolf Hopper’s altar record, Seven 
wives have shared his colorful 
career. the first six stage favorites 
snd the last, just to be different, a 
bank cashier. Intends to go on writ- 





ing and singing songs, but believes | 


he’s through marrying. Says he is 
very happy with the former Mary 
Ramo, who is 29. They’ve been mar- 
ried eight years and Howard is the 
exceedingly proud papa of a seven- 
year-old son—first child of the seven 
marriages. 

The first two Mrs. Howards were 
Ida Emerson and Mabel Barrison— 
stage stars of the day. He has 8 
little difficulty recalling all of the 
ex-Mrs. H’s, but with a little conten- 
jiration can 
order. 

Past Glories and the Future 

Remembers much more easily the 
glamorous stage names who got their 
start under the Howard banner. In 


his various musical shows and flash | 


vaudeville acts have appeared Emma 

Carus, Trixie Friganza, Gaby Delys, 

Alex Carr, Al Shean, Sopie Tucker— 
(Continued on page 59) 


READE BOOKS VAUDE 
FOR HIS N. J. THEATRES 


Walter Reade is taking a nibble at, 
vaudeville for coming summer sea- 
son as possible bolsterer for his sec- 
ond string New Jersey houses. Open- 
er is Jerry Livingston’s band, with 
male and femme vocalists at the 
Community, Tom’s River. Bowed 
there March 19 for one day. Band 
current at Laurel-in-Pines, Lake- 
wood, will double into house. 

House is booked for two 
each of next four Saturdays, 
nee and evening. Grind films to 
run, too. 








shows 


Also getting vaude is St. James, | 


Asbury Park. Reade plans full 


week vaude there to boast house's | 


films. Paramount there is tops 


Reade’s house. 


Mae West’s $32,000 


Columbus, March 22. 
Mae West's $32,000 for seven days 
smashed all existing records at Pal- 
ace theatre. Take was for 37 shows. 
Her share $16,000, the deal being 
&n even split from the first dollar. 


Spokane Drops Vaude 


Spokane, March 22 
After 27 weeks of five vaudeville 
écts and two first-run features, the 
Post Street theatre has dropped the 





flesh shows. Acts were booked 
through Bert Levey circuit and 
Dilayed week stands. 

Management declares vaudeville 


€limination is for spring and sum- 
mer months only. Prices cut, fourth 
theatre here to do so in month. 


pthc: Pad 


name them in proper | 


mati- | 








Dance Racket 


Philadelphia, March 22. 

New racket being worked on 
nitery operators by couple of 
smooth lads here. Guys pose as 
reps of organization sponsoring 
a dance with a big name band. 
They tell the 


night spot pro- 
prietor they’re aiming to toss 
a shindig after the dance and 


say that his joint might be se- 
lected. 

Then they hi 
owner 


nt that hot 
buy a few dance tick- 
ets. If ducats are used he dis- 
covers ihe organization is 
phoney, the place where the 
terp sesh is to be held knows 
nothing about it and 
name band is playing in Squee- 
dunk, 


U.S. ACTS GIVEN = 
RUNAROUND 
IN EUROPE 











London, March 16. 

American acis booking out of-the- 
way European spots, with agents of | 
doubtful reputation, or even direct 
with the house-managements, should 
be wary of signing contracts before | 
how, when and where | 
the money will be paid. Otherwise 


redress, 


The Duffins were booked to nerd 


Ronascher 
Gyimes, the 
After several Ros tponements, it was 
finally agreed they come over. Then 
the thing became hot and cold alter- 
nately, from Feb. 19, while playing 
Budapest. Finally, two days before 
opening, the management called it 
off. With such short notice, it was 
impossible for the act to fill in the 
month, 


Theatre, Vienna, by 


MOVE TO HALT VIENNA 


of America fs bring- 
ing plenty of pressure to bear to 
| forestall the forced return of the 
| Viennese Queens of Hearts troupe 
|to Vienna this week. Because of 
|expired visa, femme sextet, all 
| Viennese, numbering two Jewish 
| and four Catholic girls, are due to 
| 


| Music Corp. 


| sail back soon. 

Girls had been appearing at the 
Edgewater Beach hotel, Chicago, 
when their permit expired this 
week. Since that time women’s 
'orgs, Catholic groups and manage- 
ment of the hotels have been try- 
jing to get a respite. Company is 
due in from Chicago Friday (25) 
and skedded to sail March 30. Mean- 
while all wires are being worked 
to keep them here, with Chicago 
newspapers also 
ture, 


Harry Richman Set For 
 Ciro’s, London, April 25 


London, March 16. 


Harry Richman talked to Jack 
Harris long distance from Miami to 
| make final arrangements for his 


club. New deal 
the club, for 


Ciro’s 
days at 


opening at 
calls for six 


| which Richman gets $2,500 per week. 
But he has to work on Sundays at 
the Hotel de Paris, Bray, on per- 


centage Owners take 60% of the 
itake, with Har and Richman 
splitting 50-50 of the other 40% 
Deal is for one month, opening 
April 25, with several fortnightly 
options after the first stanza. 
Ingenues in Nashville 
Hollywood Ingenues, all-girl 
of 17, booked into the Princess 
Nashville. for week of April 17, and 
the Orpheum, Memphis, following 
stanza. 
Orchestra. which recently returned 
to the U. S. after a tour abroad, Is 
looking for a new stick-swisher, 
Janice Walker, whe formerly ba- 
i toned, having left. 


| 
| 
the big | 
} 


be violating gambling 
| pleaded guilty last 


local boss of the house. | 


ACT’S SAILING BACK | 


stepping into pic- | 


| day 


in for the final three days. Dorothy 
Lamour held the spotlight for one 
|day, followed by Kenny Baker, 
Frances Langford, ZaSu Pitts, Connie 
Boswell, Gene Autry and Leo Car- 
rillo. Acts with Miss Lamour for 
March 21-24 are Larry Collins, 
Esther Campbell, Gasca Trio and | 
Julie Gibson. 

For the last three days the show 


band | 


‘+ one 





Kert, Det. Cafe Op, Faces 


Sentence for Gambling 
Detroit, March 22. 
operator of the Club 
closed several months 
ago by state rum board following 
charges of gambling, will be 
sentenced tomorrow (23) on charge 
laws. Kert 
week before 


Sam Kert, 
Continental, 


| Judge Donald Van Zile, 


Kert was arrested on a warrant 


| which also named Myrtle Lairore, an 
|employee of the 


Charges, 
Lairore were 


nitery. 


however, against Miss 


dismissed 


BINGO CANNOT 


hery || 


REPLACE VAUDE 


March 22. 


Philadelphia, 


igo, bango, banko, and even free 
rmann tests on the stage, can’t 
. with flesh shows, Harry 
atko, operator of Nixon’s Grand 
theatre here has learned conclu- 
ively. Following vaude banishment 
at the house couple of months ago, 
he experimented with games six 
inights a week, in addition to the 


i 
syphilis tests But trade steadily 
diminished, 

After 
house reopened Friday 
Willy Bryant band to 
AS a result, 


shuttering for two 

(18) 
find good trade. 
bookings for next two 
|months include Louis Armstrong, 
| Lucky Millinder, Claude Hopkins, 
| Jimmy Lunceford, Chick Webb, Bill 
Robinson and Ethel Waters. Games 
will be continued two nights a week. 


weeks, 


with 





| will use first-run indie pictures and 
they are asking for trouble with no | 


line of 16 sepia gals. 


Vauders Credited 
For Orange Show’s 


San Bernardino, March 22. 
Annual orange show is expected to 
around $80,000 on 11 days, 
breaking all existing attendance rec- 
ords. Name picture and radio guests 
are given most of the credit for the 
draw. 

Gross on opening day hit $9.000, 
with second day (Friday) going over 
$10,000. 

Understood Fanchon & Marco is in 
for 40%, for furnishing three bands, 
| 12 vaude acts and pic and radio per- 
sonals. Loud squawk went up when 
it got around the guests stars would 
not be paid. However, new contracts 
| were drawn up and everyone gets 
coin. 

Gene Autry in guest spot Satur- 
day, but since his pictures not ex- 
hibited here, citrus show taking 
chances on his draw. 

Hollywood Symphony of Loveli- 
ness, 30-girl orchestra, including the 
| Six Singing Strings from radio, pro- 
|vided the music for the curtain- 
raiser, with Joe E. Brown heading 
a variety bill made up of Reg Rogers, 
| Three Winton Bros., Variety Four 
and Hudson and Hudson, Andy De- 
|vine held the vaude spotlight the 
;}second day, with Dick Powell mov- 
ing in on the 19th, and Hugh Herbert 
on the 20th. 

Jimmy Grier’s orchestra replaced 
the Hollywood femmes yesterday 
(21), set to hold over until Thurs- 
(24), 





. _ 
£ross 





has scheduled Evelyn Farney, Zelma 
Allen, Alvira Bros. and Three Mon- 
tana Cowgirls Chiff Nazarro is m.c. 


Skeiton-Light Unit 


New unit being a 
vill feature Red Skelton and Enoch 
Light’s orchestra. Title not vet se- 
lected, but snow has been booked for 
week at Loew's Montreal, open- 
ing April 15. 

Line of girls and 
being set. 
tons n 


embled, which 


specialtv acts 
Tom Kennedy, 
anager. pl! 


now Skel- 


oducing. 


VA eh TY — 








Record $80,000 Take 


when Gus Arnheim moves ; 





Bob Christenberry In 


Robert K. 
and general manager of the 
Hotel Astor, on Times 
directly opposite the 
tional Casino, this 
week as a trouble-shooter. He 
will be in_ business 
with 
and during the In- 
ternational’s 77b reor: Chis 
is in addition to Christen- 
berry’s regular duties with the 
Hotel Astor. 

It’s considered mutually ad- 
vantageous to perpetuate inter- 
est in the IC. as part of 


Christenberry, v-.p. 


Square, 
Interna- 
comes in 


charge, 
special eye to efficiency 


economy, 


Christenberry’s pet bring-back- 
Broadway ideas. 

The appointment of a hotel 
executive into a nitery paral- 
lels what Billy Rose did. when 
he took Richard E. Daley away 
from the Hitz hotels and made 
him g.m. of the Casa Manana. 

Daley came from the Bel- 
mont Plaza hotel, N. Y. 











PENN OK'S JOINT 
LICENSE TO 4 
BOOKERS 


Philadelphia, March 22. 
Plea of four 
permish to operate under one agent’s 


bookers here for 
license was granted at a hearing last 
(16) by Dewey Coates, 
the State De- 
Industry. 
that all 





Wednesday 
chief of licensing in 
partment of Labor 
| Coates stipulated, 


and 


however, 


|}of the place. The 
debt 





bookings must be made under one 
| firm name. 

| Agents are Jere Shaw, George 
| Young and Klinger and Mack. Hear- 
one was called after other agents | 


protested what they charged was un- 
fair evasion of the $100 license rap. 

Merger of Contractors Assn., which 
long fought licensing, and Licensed 
Bookers Assn., skedded for last 
Wednesday, has been postponed un- 
til next week due to failure of some 
contractors to get licenses, as agreed. 

Practically all now have certifs to 
do biz. 

Leading members of newly com- 
bined organization had luncheon 
with Coates last week and promised 
full cooperation in carrying out new 
agents law. 


160 DET. NITERIES FACE 
LOSS OF LIQUOR OKAYS 


Detroit, March 22. 
tate rum board last week recom- 





International Cuuine Most Lavish 


Bway Spot, Follows French Casino, 
Hollywood and Paradise Into 7B 


+ 


International Casino, Broadway's 
newest and most luxurious nitery, is 


the latest New York spot to find it- 
self in ae hole financially The 
Casino’s operating outfit, the B.M.O. 
Corp., on Monday (21) filed a volune- 


tary petition in Federal Court, N. Y 


for permission to 


° 
reorganize its af- 
fairs under 77B of the bankruptcy 
act. The move was taken after a 
meeting earlier in the day of the 
yard of directors. At the same time 

» Moss, who formerly operated the 
oat Hollywood res 


taurant, re- 


igned as president of the new cor- 
poration and was succeeded by Louis 
J. Brecker, who signed the petition. 
George Olsen, the band leader, is 


secretary of B.M.O., whose initials 
|represent those three principals. 
Mos otherwise, stays on as a parte 
ier and greeter 

¥ i petition lists the corporation's 
$f 9 d hiabilitie t 

$417,049, and b ne the difficulties 
to havi gone in too deep at the 
cart six months avo, when accord- 
ing to the plea to reorg, $700,000 was 


nvested in remodelling and furnish- 


ing the huge plant which takes in 
most of the Broadway block from 
13rd to 44th street including the en- 


lire upper 
structure, 
chiefly 


floor of the two-story 
The assets are made up 
of the elaborate furnishings 
liabilities are the 
s owed to trades people who, ac- 
cording to Brecker, are willing to 
wait for their money and join in the 
request for reorganization. The main 
trouble, according to the corporation, 
is lack of cash to meet the current 
expenses. The corporation issued the 
following statement after filing the 
petition: 

‘Despite the biggest gross receipis 
in the history of night clubs which 
resulted in large operating profits, 
the International finds itself in finan- 
cial difficulties due to the terrific 
amortization charges incurred in 
equipping the lavish enterprise. The 
cost of these improvements was in 
excess Of $700,000, which the cor- 
poration found it difficult to liqui- 
date.’ 

$1,300,000 Gross In Six Months 

The petition states that while the 
enormous business of $1,300,000 was 


| done during the first six months, the 





| by counsel for 


mended that 160 local niteries be de- | 


nied liquor license renewals’ on 
May 1. 

Of the group, 141 were disap- 
proved of because of several previ- 


ous appearances before the board on 
alleged violations. Remainder turned 
down because of failure to conform 
to sanitary and building codes, 
bans on latter will be withdrawn, 
police said, if proper improvements 
are made before May 1. 


Steel Pier, A. Ge Books 
Big Easter Vv aude Show 


Stee! Pier, Atlanti City will again 
this year have a big show in for the 
Easter weekend (April 16, 17). Ed- 
die Sherman booking 

Gene Krupa’s newly assembled 


band will make its first public ap- 

then Also set are the 
bands of Ina Ray Hutton and Kay 
Kyser. Lineup topped by Selle 
ZJaker, 


Meikeljohn with MCA 
Hollywood, March 22 
William Meikeljohn, who formerly 
partnered with Bern Bernard in a 
talent agency here, has joined Music 
Corporation, 
} ‘He will handle clients for pictures. 


pearance 


but | 


take during the last two weeks has 
fallen off due to the Lenten season. 
The petition sets forth the hope 
(as did the Hollywood and the Para- 
dise which have found themselves 
in the red) that with the advent of 
the World’s Fair its annual profit 
(Continued on page 63) 


ASCAP SUES 2 CAFE OPS 
IN SONG INFRINGEMENTS 


St. Louis, 
Suits charging 





March 22. 
infringement of 
copyright laws, by two Illinois niter- 
ies near here, were filed in the fed- 
eral court, East St. Louis, last week 
Gene Buck, president 
of American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, 

One suit, against George Spencer, 
operator of a Mattoon nitery, 
charged he infringed copyrights by 
allowing the tunes ‘Rosalie’ and 
‘Moon Gets in My Eyes’ to be 
played in his place without getting 
permission. The other, against Peter 
Perona, operator of ‘Pete’s Stables,’ 
Westville, charged infringements on 
Wabash Blues’ and ‘You Can't Stop 


| Me From aS. , 


— —<—$—$——= 


MCA and Int’l Casino 


{eorganization of the International 


Casino will affect booking arranve- 
ments of Music Corp. of America 
talent in present show, says MCA. 
Under the 77B reory law, labor is 
the first to be paid. Setup auio- 
matically cance existing contract 
with MCA but understanding with 
MCA calls for new ticket of same 


Palestinian Combo 
Old Vienna, W. 47 


the p bie distincti 


h St. eatery hoe 
n of pe ny 
the services of the only Palestinian 
America, 

Combo, inder direction 
hold Serebreni 
half years at the 

Jerusalem. 


of Ber- 
k, was for threeanda 


King David Hotel 
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: Nitery Reviews 


GA N Y ;vogue. Which means that the dansa- 
LA CON ’ 2 ° pation must be the Latin McCoy, or 
° : avec ¢£ > . y ise 

It's like the ole days at the Conga, ©The Bobby Martyn-Miguel Roldan- 
with Enric Madriquera, the new 62.3. Roche management is putting 
Tie-in is a natural. Bands jn a cooling plant, and Maraschino at 
Gasparre, Pancho the door must again be a diplomat 
» , in handling the mobs. They're trying 
» to ease the pressure and redistribute 

the wealth of their patronage by 

Combined with the band is the Shunting some into the Aga sed 
fact that the couvert is off and the and cage. wh ‘. is — ly a ae 
$250 and $3.50 minimum scale re-'|> reet floor, as tne onga i . 
: When George Olsen had a4 yasement bistro. But sti one oO 
h the most colorful spots of the town. 


Abel 


band. 
like Madriguera, 
y»° Panchito Qatter lured away lt 
Hollywood recently) are made t 
order for this spot. 


sumed. 
fairly nice run here, tl > name ban 1- 
man insisted on a $2 couvert, De- 
‘ause of his overhead, and while he 
started off briskly, it eased off to- 
ward the end. Olsen visualized a din- 
ner biz, etc., but the Conga is ®@s- 
sentially a late hoofery, riding the 
‘rest of the current rhumba-tango 


HOTEL NEW YORKER 


Jimmy Dorsey Orch, Bob Eberle, 
Jrune Ric hmond, Ross McLean, 
Charles Uksila, Roberts & Farley, 
Alfred Trenkler, Ronald Roberts, 


, Bobbie Doree, May Judels, DuReine 
5 e ] ] S Farley, DeLories Ziegfeld. 


| Continued success of the Hotel 


ee 
New Yorker’s ice show s of 
Peaweren |< 
Follies 


rink vets, who were among the first 
Mar. 24—Palace, Cleveland 


Mar. 25—Weller, Zanesville, Olio 
Mar, 26—Weller, Zanesville, Ohto 
Mar. 27—DLa Porte, La Porte, tnd, 
Marc. 28—La Porte, La Porte, Ind, 


Mgt. BOB HICKS PAGE 
314-21st Avene 
ALTOONA, PA, 











to star in the ice floor shows for the 
Ralph Hitz hotels More 


worthy, however, is that 


news- 
Baptie- 
Lamb were accorded the fate of most 
pioneers — the subsequent genera- 
tions cashed in more on their trail- 
blazing than they did themselves. 


all right. In fact, pair has played a 
couple of repeats at the Hotel New 








Yorker's Terrace Room and also in 








other spots of the National Hotel 
Corp. 
But an ice revue of the type now 


ALWAYS WORKING 


‘WHITEY’ ROBERT 


Mar, 23, State T., Winston-Salem, N.C. } ago pioneering, given the impetus, 
Mar. 24, Carolina T., Durham, N.¢ of course, by the recent growth of 
UP. wt, é < ” = = " “ +e ; r y > Te 
Mar, 23-26, Carolina T., Columbia, 8.c. J hockey, the ape gay an at etc. 

page et * aay is show is really a cabaret revue 
Mar. 30, Carolina T., Spartanburg, S.C. This show i : 


: ile, 8.( on runners. They do more acro- 
Mar. 31, Carolina T., Greenville, 5.C. batics, dancing. comedy aad bie 


mate skating. The b.a. finale is a 





good novelty wherein the entire 


JACK HYLTON corps participates. 


Dressed by In sequence, the Symphonettes of 


the Silver Blades, which is a mouth- 

ful of billing for a very comely 

femme trio, opens with regulation 

igure : ballet skating. Kids are 
75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue figure and ba 2 


,all lookers. Then Charles Uksila 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. ] with a masterful demonstration of 








figure skating. Later, Uksila and 




















Dave APOLLON 


Now on Tour with His 


“Varieties of 1938” 


Oct. 21, 1937—Paramount, New Haven, Conn. 
Oct. 28, 19937—Paramount, Springfield, Mass. 
Nov. 4. 1937—Metropolitan, Boston, Mass. 


Nov. 18, 1937—State, Hartford, Conn. 

Nov. 26, 1937—Capitol, Washington, D. C. 
Dec. 3, 1937—Loews, Richmond, Va. 

Dec. 10, 1937—Loews, Norfolk, Va. 

Dec. 17, 1937—Travel 

Dec. 25, 1937—Orpheum, Memphis, Tenn. 
Jan. 1, 1938—Metropolitan, Houston, Texas 
Jan. 8, 1938—Majestic. Dallas, Texas 

Jan. 15, 1938—Worth, Ft. Worth, Texas 

Jan. 19, 1938—Paramount, Austin, Texas 
Jan. 22, 1938—Majestic, San Antonio, Texas 
Jan. 29, 1938—Travel 

Feb. 4, 1938—Mainstreet, Kansas City, Mo. 
Feb. 11, 1938—Lyric, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Feb. 18, 1938—Michigan, Detroit, Mich. 
Feb. 25, 1938—Palace, Cleveland, Ohio 
Mar. 4, 1938—Palace, Akron, Ohio 

Mar. 8, 1938—Palace, Youngstown, Ohio 
Mar. 12, 1938—Fairbanks, Springfield, Ohio 
Mar... 18, 1938—Shubert, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Mar. 25, 1938—Palace, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 

Apr. 1, 1998—Riverside, Milwaukee, Wis. 


In Preparation for 1938-1939 Season 


With One of the Biggest Shows Ever Presented on Stage 
or Nite Club 


Management, BERNARD BURKE, RKO Building, 
New York 
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MAURICE“CORDOBA 


INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED DANCERS 
EMPIRE ROOM—PALMER HOUSE, CHICAGO 











VAUDE—N ITE 


Not that this team hasn't been doing | 
at this spot stems chiefly from long- 


oe 
appleing on the skates than legiti- 


Nov. 11, 1937—State, New York City 


| young adagio team of untiring en- 


| regular Cotton Club patrons, Elling- 


| Lesson in C.’ 





Nightmare 

Fanchon & Marco had several 
of its New York office staff up 
early last Wed. (16) to meet 
Buster Crabbe, who arrived at 
the r.r. station at 7:30 a.m. Actor 
Was sent east by agency’s 
Coast vaude per- 
sonals. 

Over the weekend, F. & M.’s 
New York office asked the Hol- 
lywood office to route future 


oncoming 


office for 


performers sO they 


would not arrive in the ‘middle 





yf the nigh 








Vida rhumba. chiefly distinguished 
by their clever Cuoan costuming. 


Roberts and Farley do acro-sKat- | 
’ 


ing, girl also imp ng with her 
comeliness The pulchritude equa- 
tion go right dow the line as all 
the girls are young, shapely and 


fortified with 2 socko dentifrice 
smile that clic? n the limited con- 
fines of the portable skating rink. 
tonald Roberts, of the Roberts-Far- 
ley team, like Uksila, later doubles 
into a solo snecialty and personally 


impresses with his skill and extreme 
youth. 

Comed: forcibly 
Alfred Trenkler 
ster, whose 
doesn't 
\ 


sic fine 
itis eft 


supplied by 
clown-wigged fun- 
studious awkwardness 
becloud a basic at lity, plus 
howmanship. Bob- 
bie Doree, DuReine Farley, May 
Judels and DeLories Ziegfeld are 
the others individually billed, com- 
bining for the big apple finale. 
Jimmy Dorsey is the new band 
and getting plenty of hoof appeal. 
Tommy of the trombone and Jimmy 
yf the reeds gives the Dorsey clan 
two swing virtuosi. Bob Eberle, per- 
sonable barytone, vocals, and June 
| Richmond, colored swing-singer, 


sense o1 s 


rostrum svecialists Ross 
m.c.’s the ice revue. 


McLean 


O'Keefe get billing for staging and 
booking the entire show. Abel. 


COTTON CLUB, N. Y. 


Duke Ellington orcen Socarras 
orch, Will Vodery’s Jubileers (12), 
Mae Johnson. Four Sten-Brothers. 
Aland & Anise, Peters Sisters (3), 
Pea-Leq Bates, Chocolateers (3), 
Aida Ward, Billy Maples. 


With old favorites and a couple 
of sprightly new additions, plus Duke 
| Ellington’s orchestra, fourth edition 
of the ‘Cotton Club Parade’ on 
Broadway has sufficient popular ap- 


ing colored revues at the Cotton 
Club. Competent balance of vocals 
and dancing helps Show obtains 
plenty of lift from the Ellington com- 
bination and band leader's showman- 
ly m.c.’ing. 

Producers sidestepped a coocher 
| in the lineup, closest approach being 
a slim chorister, who leads a tame 
Honolulu hula number. Revue in- 
| troduces new dance called ‘The 
| Skrontch,’ with special finale, ‘Doing 
| the Skrontch,” written around it. 
| Originating purportedly in Kentucky, 
| dance has chance of catching on. Far 
| more interesting to watch than other 
| Harlem variations. 

Peters Sisters (New Acts), three 
hefty young warblers; Mae Johnson. 
cornedienne, who is happier in her 
zestiul opener song-dance routine 
than the Rainy Day Sadie specialty; 
Peg-Leg Bates. tapster veteran, 
who gets a terrific break in the 
show: Aland and Anise, sprightly 


ergy; Choecolateers, holdover male 
trio of comedy dancers: Aida Ward 
and Billy Maples, number leaders; 
Four Sten-Brothers. swift-moving, 
trim tap dancers; Will Vodery’s Ju- 
bileers, vocal choir from preceding 
edition: Ellington and Socarras or- 
chestras blend copious and vivid en- 
tertainment. 

Besides registering solidly with 
ton contributes likely musical score, 
with lyrics by Henry Nemo and Ir- 
ving Mills. Versatile lot includes 
‘Doing the Skrontch, ‘Swing Time in 
Honolulu,” ‘I'm Slapping 7th Avenue 
With the Sole of My Shoe’ and ‘A 
First two loom as 
best bets. 

Standouts are Bates, Peters Sisters 
and the Chocolateers, latter with 
slap-happy peckin’ and roustabout 
routine, Bates’ dancing is familiar 
to vaude and night clubs but in this 
show he leads the ‘Slapping 7th Ave- 


CLUBS 





' Rockwell-N.T.G. Deal 


Chicago, March 22. 
Rockwell, of Rockwell- 
O'Keefe was in town early last week 


Tommy 


on possible renewal of Nils T. Gran- 
lund appearance in the Casino of the 
hotel. Deal 


Congress being dis- 


‘cussed calls for flat $1,000 for N.T.G., 


with hotel to pay cost of show, which 
would have a minimum. of 20 people. 
N. T. G. now playing the room on 
a minimum guarantee and percent- 
age, and has established records 
in the two weeks he has been here. 
Current deal will hold to April 14 
Then heading east to pick up some 
previously set theatre dates 


Saranac Lake 


(While Happy Benway ails, 
old Vilkins is pinch-nitt ng 
Benway doing okay.) 

Bobby Hatz, ex-N.V.A.-ite, vacash- 
ing at Scarsdale, N. Y., a 


H 1T- 
Mugg 


guest of 


| Frisco DeVere. 


who also does a lil ‘truckin’, are the | 


Rockwell- | 


peal to put it in a class with preced- | 





nue’ ensemble and figures in another 
besides his known fave specialty. 
Liked plenty. 

Mae Johnson really slaps ’em down 
with her warbling and gyrations in 
‘A Lesson in C.’ but her specialty 
about the wicked Sadie doesn’t cash 
in fully. 

Production is good. Costumes han- 
died by Frances Feist and Véronica 
in slick fashion. Clarence Robinson 
produced and handled the’ swell 
| dances, assisted by Al Richards. Will | 
H. Vodery, whose choir figures im- 
portantly. does equally well on mu- 
sical supervision and orchestrations. 

Few new faces but comely ones 
predominate. Chorus of 24 girls and 
12 in choir (male and femme). | 

Spot has the same $1.50-$2 table | 
Uhote dinner policy and no couvert | 








thereafter. Makes it a bargain buy 
Wenr. 


Al (Warner Bros.) Boerner, Chi- 
cago, who has ozoned at the Will 
Rogers, leaves o.k 

Special thanks to Dr. Karl Fischel, 
Dr. John R. Murphy, Mr. and Mrs. 
Mark Carson, Sonnv Foster, Johnny 
Grimes, Phoebe Gregory, Ben Tal- 
bert, Eddie Vogt, Hank Hearn, Roy 
Nunley, Ford Raymond, Charles 
Kingman, Ralph Stringham for their 
interest in Benway’s siege. 

Brian Tracy (Will Rogers) New 
Yorking on leave. Boy did a wonder- 
progress 

Joan Elton. who was at the French 
hospital, N. Y., is back at the Will 
Rogers. Getting along fine 

Little ‘Big’ Brother of Svlvia Ab 
bott contributed special stationery to 
every patient of the Actors’ Colony 
Them’s the things that help. 

Mae Eskins back from Miami. 

Herman (Warner Bros.) LeVine 
here ogling the Will Rogers. 

Uncle of Mabel Will 
French passed away. 

Jeanne LaFaun very ill in a New 
York hospital. 

Betty Huntington. supporting extra 
poundage, doing walking. 

Dr. Edgar Mayer back to his New 
York office after Coast vacash. 

Dave Mavity, ex-N.V.A.-ite. now a 
successful manager of a leading 
White Plains, N. Y. show shop 

Write te those you know in Sara- 
nac and elsewhere who are ill. 


Rogers) 
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‘SHEP FIELDS RUSHED 
TO INDPLS. HOSPITAL 


Chicago, March 22 
Shep Fields taken off stage of the 
Lyric theatre, Indianapolis vaud- 
filmer, Monday (21) and rushed to 
hospital for appendectomy. 
Stage-show and Fields’ orch finish- 
ing out rest of weekly engavsement 
without band leader. Dates for the 
orch in theatres in Cincinnati, Akron, 
Youngstown, Pittsburgh and Phila- 
delphia have been cancelled. 





Vaude Horse Dies 


Detroit, March 22 
Queen, one of three horses used in 
George Hanneford’s bareback riding 
2ct, dropped dead in the ring at close 
of aiternoon turn last Wednesday 
(16) on Michigan theatre stage here 
Hanneford groomed Queen's two 
companions to alternate in her place 
until another animal could be 
brought from Glen Falls, N. Y. Act 
finished out week with two horses. 
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‘VAUDE - NITE CLUBS _BURLESQUE _ 





ACTS | 





LARRY (BUSTER) 
Songs, Comedy 

15 Mins.; One 
Folly, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

With little more than a physique. 
Buster Crabbe undoubiedly slays the 
girls. 
and the same build he slays the kids 
as Flash Gordon and Tarzan. 
he slays nobody as a 
actor. 

Crabbe’s material lacks 
his athletic agility and limps all over 
the place. Fanchon & Marco, han- 


CRABBE (1) 


dating his p.a.’s, ceriainly strained 
nothing staging him. 

Opens with cute feigned em- 
barrassments, and is then evidently 


plenty embarrassed by the material 
he has to work with. A crooning ses- 
sion of ‘Thanks for the Memory’ is 
further indication of little thought 
Lighter touches with June Kilgour, 
Par contractee, working way up 
from audience in sharpie clothes for 
candid shot and autograph brings 
few snickers. Exits, redresses and 
reappears for a sexy warbling of her 
own with Mr. Crabbe offstage. 
Although something of a marquee 


Jure, Crabbe will disappoint. Kids 
get no insight on Tarzan and Flash 
characterizations, only some ns.g. 
dialog. Oldsters get a gander at a 
Hurl. 


screen boy. That's all, 


PETERS SISTERS (3) 
Singing, Dancing 

9 Mins, 

Cotton Club, N. Y. 

Peters Sisters, identified for their 
work in 20th-Fox filmusicals and on 
radio, are comparatively well known 
in Southern California, but strangers 
to the east. Three colored femmes, 
weighing more than 600 
loto, fit easily into night spot scene, 
with stress on their warbling. Pos- 
sess tuneful pipes and are bolstered 
by deft arrangements by one of trio. 

Combination, working before floor 
mike, contributed ‘I Wanta Make 
Rhythm,’ ‘Cotton’ and ‘Swing Is 
Here to Sway.’ They tab last-named 
as one they did in pictures; easily 
their best. 
of Hawaiian number, ‘Doing the 
Scrontch,” new dance craze, and 
other stepping. All are good dancers, 
remarkably so considering heft. If 
going to poke fun at tremendous 
avoirdupois, comedy garb would ac- 
centuate idea rather than straight 
costuming. This would bolster their 
turn in floor shows. Wear. 


FREDERICKS AND PARKER 
Singing, Comedy 

12 Mins.; One 

Folly, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

If the male of this mixed duet 
used a little less makeup and de- 
creased his poundage, act would not 
only look better but get further. 
Big blond guy is too hefty next to 
shapely, redhead femme for any 
turn with an «sa. twist, even 
yodelers. 

In deuce, and a likely spot, pair 
harmonize pop ‘You're a Sweet- 
heart’ with ever pop ‘Sweethearts’ 
medley in good voice. Gal's is semi- 


| 


\ 


But | for a top-off. 


| 


LIBERTO and OWENS 
Dancing 
10 Mins. 
Paradise, N. Y. 
This is a fiashy dance combination 
which, in addition to being featured 


With plenty of surroundings here in a regular spot, is worked into 

a production number with the girls | 
A pretty good act of | 
vaudeville |its kind, it’s okay for general show | 
} purposes, 
for all of | manded. 


where the ultra isn’t de- 


Liberto and Owens were in le 


2 Ohio Burleys Fold 


Canton, March 22. 
Siock burlesque at the Grand here 


has folded. Last fall a company 
carried on for several weeks, but 
finally had to give up. 

No plans for the house until fall, 


when burley will again be installed. 


Youngstown, March 22. 
Princess, downtown burley house, 
dark for several weeks, has been re- 
opéned with a combination stage and 


screen bill. Policy will be continu- 


naving been in the recently closed 

‘Babes in Arms,’ Broadway musical. | 0“ 

They are doing a novelty hard-shoe E ’ a lew wet a50 pre 
pecialty here, another along one- | Sente iriesque 

tep lines and a fflashier third, in . 

Which a smart pirouette finish fig- ° . ’ 

ures. char. | Wayne King Finaliy 


FOUR GRAND QUARTET 
Singing 

8 Mins. 

Paradise, N. Y. 

A nice-looking foursome, the 
making up the Four Grand Quartet 
are also good singers, possessing 
voices that can handle operetta musi 
as well as pop numbers. Good bet 
for floors, as well as rostrums. 


men 


. , orchestra for more than two years 
l ¢é C é izing o- . ies : 

In addition to h armonizin; t will finally be wiped off the slate 
gether, each solos in a routine, spe- wails at 2 13 } Kine fills the | 

vce Oo Nia\ « A ¢ c > 

cially arranged, that impresses. be! aay 29 when Ang Mills the 

Char. date here. Originally scheduled to 

vii Siceateiecoancniainias play Stanlev in February, 1936, 


BARBARA PARKS 
Singing 
6 Mins. 


| Paradise, N. Y. 


nounds in | 


|ment held down a 


Return later for vocaling | 


Barbara Parks, who's built pretty 
high and affects a somewhat differ- 
ent manner of selling songs, 
tively merchandises swing as well as 
ballads, backed by an enriching per- 
sonality. 

Diction isn’t tops, but that might 
be corrected and a better showing 
made were the orchestra accompani- 
little more than 


here. Char. 


@ 15 YEARS AGO e 


(From Variety and Clipper) 








Paula 
comedy 
Yonkers. 


Edwards, former musical] 
siar, tried out an act in 
Not much to the turn. 


Will Mahoney and Victor Moore 


| Jatest to double up, Mahoney invad- 


operatic while her partner overdoes | 


his heavy baritone in spots. 
girl changes he solos ‘Song of Open 
Road’ but could also be switched for 
more generally appealing tune. Not 
quite the heroic’ baritone’ he 
aspires to. 


burlesque on diva and tenor doing 


an aria. Special lyrics on comic ‘un- 
true love’ theme makes for some 
laughs and girl's’ voice’ really 
shines. Nicely dressed with two 
evening wear changes and man in 
tails, Hurl. 


—_____. 


DON CARTHAY 
SISTERS (2) 
Dancing, Singing 
13 Mins.; Three 
Folly, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
_Although well dressed and rou- 
tined, Don Carthay and Bergere Sis- 
ters, mixed trio of two tall, good- 
looking girls and man, are too tough 
for nabe vaude. There's too much 
precision and not enough showman- 
ship for the smaller houses. Waltzy, 
classy stuff interesting to aesthetic 
tastes and might go in better niteries 


AND BERGERE 


While | 


ito be involved. No arresis and only | 


Equally good as straight stuff is a one picture name cited. 


| ports, 20 chorus girls in the ‘Follies’ | 


with plenty of space, which outfit | 


needs, 

Use the stage to fullest advan- 
lage in combo tango—waltz routines. 
Cleverly conceived and deftly ex- 
ecuted. While girls change Carthay 
Sings. Latter no better than a stage 
wait for dancing with ciggies bv trio. 
All do repeated ciggie disappearing 


trick. Prior to ‘Two Cigarets in 
© , : ~ 

Dark, builder-upper, Carthay also 

Sings ‘Cuban Cabbie.’ sounding no 


better than a hackie’s vell. Sisters 
then return for a good duet. Hurl. 


McNALLIE SISTERS (4) 
Singing, Dancing 

7 Mins. 

Paradise, N. Y. 

Hailing from the middle west. re- 
Portedly Iowa, the McNallie Sister: 
(4) are likely to favorable 
attention in the 2ast, appearing good 
for floors and vaude. 


+ 7 + 
itiract 


The girls are good looking, sing 
W ell and dance effectively. Jatter 
Principally along classical lines. They 
have an arrangement of ‘Japanese 
Sandman’ that sounds good One 
figures in some neai acorbatic danc- 
Ng. Char. 


ing from theatres to dance halls. Two Love Astrid and her ‘Golden Fol- 
big ballrooms had upped the Cancery  jjes’ headline. with opening show | 
idea, (14), an 11th hour rerouting due to 
a tenor Les Golden’s sudden illness: 
Music pubs getting after all | Bob Alda. tenor, was rushed in to 
phonograph disc makers who | cover Gi Ide A. Entire cast was 
pirated numbers in advance of re- nervous and the show suffered, 


ing Moore’s act. Had done the same 
the week previous at the Colonial. 
Helped the laughs, though Moore did 
not need help. 


Rudolph Valentino 


Mrs. (Jean 
Acker) back at the Palace. Her first 
appearance lasted only one show. 


she 


This time it looked as though 
would make the week. 


Dave Apollon at the Colonial with 





a couple of mandolin players. Dida 
nifty solo himself, 

First National abandoned its ex- 
ploitation staff. Dropped 38 men 


and figured to save $600,000 yearly. 


Los Angeles after a bootlegging 
ring. Several top picture people said 


Julia Arthur doing a bit from 


‘Hamlet’ at the Palace, Chi., and over | 
Snowstorm knocked two acts | 


nicely. 
off the opening bill, but they came in 
later. 


No picts of the Firpo-Brennan 
fight, so the pugs reproduced it ‘as 
nearly as they could recall.’ 


Making out their income tax re- 
admitted making side money. Aver- 


age was around $5,000 for outside 
dates. Only ones. 


Acts which had played the Shubert | 


time were splitting and forming new 
turns. Idea was to evade the Keith 
office blacklist by losing identities. 


Comfort Crystals, a Chicago con- 
cern, was mulling the idea of a por- 
table theatre seating 5.000. To ad- 
vertise the product. Too ambitious. 


Chicago song pluggers were switch- 


Twer ty f r pone heln the pro- 
sce : yr ' 
j1€ase, dqauctic I mbers. W: rdrobe and 
rte *} scenery re good Russian produc- 
sells-Floto jur rom Chicage ‘ i¢ $e Ts .¥-* RfANT " , 
Se] tG jJumMpeE ! on hit is fai Vicki McNeely war- 
° ’ 4 a tt DS oxen ? i . a od - 
to Newark to invade R j g-Bal hle R ny Lu aby,’ Evelvn Tay- 
| f ] a rlie é 7 os 
num & Bailey territory. Start o! or misses badlv in a Russian dance 
lat attl and comedian Harry Levine works 
Gare battle. al . ised sev } WOTK 
—— blackout ketch to advantage 
Another hits ie hee ‘ “heed 
} j t | Ar € ene j 1e onbey 
Wheel chairs to be introduce : D Ke 
Th 10 ‘ serenace dccert jJocale. sung by 
. Vv ' ’ > u Te re o ; 
ee ae ae Alda, Eddie Lubel and Miss Me- 
naires after the priv.lege. atinates 
ean Enid revenlere are led hy the 
Chicago got 11 new shows 9 | reactheans , Retelt easate wid 
three-week period. tealth strips going’ over _ big. | 


effec- | 


Fulfiling 2-Year-Old 


Stanley, Pitt, Booking 


Pittsburgh, March 22 
that Stanley, 
held with Wayne King’s 


Contract 
luxer, has 


ked for a 


cause his wife 


King. as postponement be- 
expected a baby at 
that time and it granted with 
understanding that he’d be on hand 
couple of months later. 

Hotel and radio dates successively 


was 


interfered, however, and three dif- 
ferent times he was booked in again 
but pulled. Harry Kalmine, WB 


zone manager, still feels something 
will turn up between now and May, 
but he’s keeping his fingers crossed. 
Stanley now booked solid until that 
time. Clyde McCoy-Hal LeRoy cur- 


and then Shep Fields if well. Major 
Bowes unit comes in Holy Week 
(April 8) and if Jackie Cooper re- 
‘covers from fiu in time, he’ll be on 
the same bill, with house making ef- 
forts to land Allan Jones following 
stanza. Then George Jessel-Norma 
| Talmadge unit, Cab Calloway, Mae 


West, if pending deal goes through, | 


and King. 





Burlesque Reviews 
' STAR, BROOKLYN 


Current offering is the first pro- 





ductional effort of Jack Montgomery | 


who shifted here from the recently 
shuttered Irving Place. Though 
nicely costumed and impressively 
staged it leaves plenty to be desired 
in every department but comedy. 
| It's spottiness is mainly on the pro- 
duction numbers. Montgomery evi- 
i dently requires more time to adjust 
his ideas to the locality, 

| Most of the staged numbers are 
| meaningless and not at all timely. 
| Opener involving a football back- 
| ground was in that category. Vien- 
nese bit near the finale was a step 
in the opposite direction though the 
'bit contributed here by Barbara 
Doane of the strip list was not in 
harmony with the mood created. 
Dances are numerous and well 
handled by eight ponies and six 
| showgirls. 

Laugh lineup of Jack ‘Tiny’ 
| Fuller, Tommy Raft and Jack Barry 
|}seems to give the customers what 
bene want in the way of comedy. 
| Biggest part of it is low humor, but 

it satisfies. They use a number of 
overdone skits with a new lick here 
|}and there. Raft could use his soft 
| shoe terps more often. Jimmy Wal- 
ters straights. 

Barbara Doane, Evelyn Brooks, 
June Marsh and Cele Blondell com- 
prise the peel contingent wiih for- 
mer in the top slot. Gal rates it, 
she’s smooth and her selection of 
slip-easy gowns help. All except 
Miss Blondel! double into skits. 

Rhythm Brown, colored hoofer, 
intersperses dances, etc., with some 
below par hoofing until near the 
| finale when he’s on for a roller skate 
| tap routine. Seemed to be his forte 
and he made the 
solidly. 
eral pops. 


COLUMBIA, BOSTON 


Poston, March 20. 


WB de! 


best of it, clicking | 
Ted Blair, juve, pipes sev- | 


Cleve. Shrine Lost 








No N. Y. Show 

Repc t that Eddie C's t¢ 
and Ber Goodn r com b« 
were consideri! ‘ Saturday 
I t vaude how Madison 
Sq Garder New Ye 
scouted by Music Cory of 
Americ: Bills Ste Ide 
Wa to I oO! ome 
oper Sat a é f ¢ 
a la Cant upe ( 
Cleveland and Philadelphia 

MCA wants to draw no fire 
from local theatres saves 
Stein, by offering them a stiff 
weekend opposish, or endanger 
future bookings around town. 











‘Ann Corio’s Hectic 
Week; Acts Wanted 


| 
| Coin; She a Divorce 
| 
| 


Harrisburg, Pa., March 22 
Ann Corio’s engagement at the 
| State here last week with her ‘Man- 
| hattan Parade’ troupe turned out te 


| be a long series of explosions. Sepa- 
|rate incidents in the uproar included 


la black eye ‘infection’ received by 


|the peeler and a salary battle be- 
; tween several of the acts and Max 
| Wilner, who operated the show. 

As the show opened Tuesday (15) 


with new costumes and 
| the second half of its week, Miss 
Corio appeared with a bandaged left 
eye, fairly well disguised by allow- 


| 


stage was that the patch was worn 
on ‘doctor’s orders,’ the result of an 
}eye ‘infection. Rumored, though 
| never substantiated, that Miss Corio 
had had a quarrel with her husband- 
manager, Emmett Callahan. Also re- 
ported that the interne who patched 
up the eye on an emergency Call re- 
fused to give his name, lest he might 
become involved as a witness in a 
possible court action. 

Miss Corio announced to the press 
that she planned to divorce Callahan 
and be her own manager. ‘We are 
separated now,’ she said, ‘and the 
divorce will come later.” Meanwhile 
she consulted her attorney. 

Johnny Rogers, State manager, on 
Friday (18), told scribes that four 
acts, Billy Reed, The Three Titans, 
Judy and Buddy Allen and Jimmy 
Lewis, refused to go on because of a 
Salary dispute with Wilner. Although 
the scrap was not settled, the acts 
finally went on, according to Rogers, 
‘out of consideration for the theatre 
and me.’ 


Lillian Shade Returns: 








Lillian Shade, after a two-year re- 
tirement from show biz, is currently 
at the Glass Hat, N. Y. niterv. War- 
bler was last in Earl Carroll's ‘Vani- 
ties.’ 

Miss Shade, who formerly did 
blues only, has turned to swing. In 
private life she is Mrs. Jesse Kaye, 
wife of the Fanchon & Marco agent. 


Blue’s Tour Delayed 


Hollywood, March 22. 

Paramount has extended its shoot- 
ing schedule on ‘Cocoanut Grove,’ 
forcing Ben Blue to postpone the 
start of his personal appearance tour 
j}until April 1, when he opens in 
| Philadelphia. 
Comic was to 








have appeared at 


|the Paramount, N. Y., starting to- 
morrow (23). 
| 
| Frances McEvoy, brunet, is good asc a 
straight in addition to a brisk style 
of unpeeling. Red-head Zonia 
Du Val, in addition to vocals. is a 
highlight with her ‘Chin. Chin.’ Chi- 
nese dance that leads into a neat 
trip. 
Evelyn Taylor is an okay straight 
and song and tapster. Steve Mills. 
| Freddy Walker and Levine are 
capable comic Russ Whalen 


clicks on the tap- 


juve 
l © forte on 


noiogy 


trol work 


acro-con- 


Art Orlando, banjo anc puita 
trurmmer and vocalist, fail<« to reg 
ter, Came out once on a two- 
time scheduled I ling at ¢ 
caught. Aooim 


routines for 


| ing her hair to cover it, which she | 
| favored throughout all her work. 
Explanation by announcer on the} 


Booked Into N. Y. Cafe 


VARIETY SI 





on Cantor-Ted 


Lewis Show Through Poor Selling 
And Theatres Ganging Up on ‘Em 


+ 

| Cleveland, March 2% 

i Unexpected low net of the 

| Cantor-Ted Lewis unit, the first 
| spon ored here by Al Koran S|} e 
lat Civic Auditorium, was a serious 
| setback to organization's series of 
| 

} 


bargain-priced shows. Revue drew 
27,000 to foul pere- 


but 20% of 


approximately 


formances, houses repre- 


the Shrine Amusement Guild so fer. 
Blame 
system of 


sented paper At average of &46 
| per, bill grossed only about $18,20 
Backers reported te have gone int 
| red for $12,000 on opener, fituring 
E spent around $25,000 in setting up 


complicated 
ption 


laid on 
$2.50 


was 


selling subse} 


books, on inadequate publicity cam- 
paign and on opposish of theatre 
exhibs Latter started an old-fash- 
ioned billboard war, trying to crowd 
out the Cantor poster with their 
own sheets. Also were accused of 
bringing pressure on newspapers, 
Downtown managers still fighting 
Civic Auditorium for renting space 
to commercial attractions that offer 


‘unfair competition.’ 

Denving rumors that they planned 
to fold the amusement - booking 
iGuild, Shriners are going ahead 
with original plans for two more 
stage productions. Maribel Vinson 
skating revue for March 3l-April 2 
in civic auditorium, using portable 
ice floor, is running into more book- 
ing troubles. Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica made date but overlooked fact 
that it conflicts with April 2-3 run 
of Toronto iceskating clubs at Al 
Sutphin’s Arena. All of the town’s 
socialites are sponsoring latter event, 
which may cut into the Vinson show. 

Third cut-rate booking is radio re- 
}vue with Eddy Duchin and Shep 
| Fields orchestras, April 24-26. Three 
|Jegit shows also under auspices of 
| Shrine are ‘You Can’t Take It With 
You,’ current at Hanna, followed by 


' 
| 


"Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ March 
28, and ‘Brother Rat.’ Due to con- 
fusion over A.K.S. system of sub- 


| scription peddling, Bill Blair, of the 
| Hanna, has yanked Shrine label out 
of all the theatre’s ads, claiming it 
hurts sales. 





| GERTRUDE NIESEN HIT 





IN LONDON CAFE DEBUT 


London, March 22. 

Gertrude Niesen drew a big Amer- 
ican crowd for her opening at the 
Cafe de Paris here yesterday (21), 
Sang seven songs at preem to big 
hand patter. 

Singer at the nitery for the month, 
previous commitments limiting her 
| Stay. 


| 
‘Kingsbury and Davidson 
Set for British Tour 


Thelma Kingsbury and Ken Da- 
|vidson, badminton duo, which has 
been playing eastern vaude, are set 
j}for England next autumn. 300ked 











jinto the Palladium, London, start- 
ing Oct. 3 for a minimum of six 
weeks, 

| Miss Kingsbury is the English 


|femme badminton champ, who was 
|brought over for stage appearances 
|by Fanchon & Marco last summer. 
| Davidson is an American pro, 





Joe Tenner Sentenced 


Tacoma, March 22. 
Joe Tenner, 37, claiming to be 
' vaudevi_le actor from New York and 
| Hollywood, has been sentenced to 
‘five years in state penitentiary by 


Judge Fred G. Remann in superior 
court. Tenner was charged with 
living with and accepting earnings 
from a woran., 


When pinched, he had been at lib- 
erty only a short time after come 
pleting a term at McNeil Island Fed- 
eral Prison for violation ot the 
Mann act. 


Hirst Circuit 


Week of March 27 
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Teuaay Dorsey Airs Communal 
From Stage; Visible Technique NSG 


+ 


By HERB GOLDEN 


Philadelphia, March 22. 

Tommy Dorsey's orchestra, appear- 
ing at the Earle theatre here last 
week, aired its full network com- 
mercial for Raleigh and Kool cigar- 
ettes from the stage before 3,500 last 
Wednesday (16) night. First of a 
series of Dorsey commercials from 
vaude houses where he is making 
p.a.'s. 

Show satisfied the house audience, 
Since most had never before seen a 
big-time airing. But for straight 
entertainment as a stage show it 
skidded 

What took the show entirely out of 
the straight entertainment bracket 
and fixed it rather as a spectacle was 
the utter helter-skelter of the whole 
aifair. There seemed to be continu- 
ally a stream of announcers, pro- 
duction men and engineers in addi- 
tion to many indescribables, running 
across the stage. They got in front 
of warblers, clambered in and out of 
music stands, tripped over mikes and 
generally gave a gag conception of 
the Marx Bros. in ‘A Day at a Radio 
Station.” Add to it all the defective 
house p.a. system. Frequently the 
audience couldn't hear anything. Just 
watched figures before a microphone | 
and thought of Charley McCarthy, 
minus Bergen. 

Then, after a singer would do a 
number, a production man would 
turn to the audience and ask for ap- 
plause. House was exceedingly gen- 
erous with hand-patter, though. 

Another thing which made the air- 
ing far from beer and pretzels as 
straight vaude was brevity of the| 
vocals. When the p.a. system did go! 


on for short intervals, chirpers 
Fdvthe Wright and Jack Leonard 


just seemed to do about half a chorus 
and then scrammed, leaving unsatis- 
fied tongues panting for more which 
wasn't forthcoming. 

Interesting was final of amateur 
swing contest. Dorsey had prelims 
on stage during earlier part of the, 
week, selecting four instrumentalists 
for the airing. Included vibraphone, 
trumpet, clarinet and trombone. 
Buddy De Falco, 14, who won $75 as 
garnerer of heaviest palm-pounding, 
tooted a licorice-stick. Drove jitter-| 
bugs nuts. Added fillip for the 
swingomaniacs was bit by Gene 
Krupa, ex-Goodman tymper. 

Paul Stewart, of NBC, m.c.’d. Gab- 
bers were obtained from KYW here 
and will be picked up each week | 
from local stations. They were Dan 
Munster and Harry Wood here. 
Latter handled commercials. Frank 
Orvis and Herb Sanford, of BBDO, | 
in charge of production. KYW made 
local pickup for NBC. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, March 20. 

Benny Meroff orch, Charlie Ag-} 

new orch, Shirley Rust, Florence 

Gast, Don Allen, Jack Marshall, 

Ruth Petty, Larry Powell, U. of Min- 

nesota Big Applers; ‘She’s Got Every- 
thing’ (RKO). 





Current flesh entertainment is 
Styled ‘Battle of Swing’ and affords 
two stage band shows for one ad- | 
mission, the dozen Benny Meroft 
tooters being pitted against the 12 
Charlie Agnew musickers. There's 
actually three musical organizations | 
on deck, the 12-piece house pit or- | 
chestra. | 

On one side of the stage is the 
Meroff band; on the other Agnew’s. | 
Throughout, they alternate with 
swing numbers, principally, and in 
accompanying the performers. Near | 
the show’s close they combine for 
two hot selections. 

While the Agnew crew confines it- 
self to straight music, Meroff and the | 
lads come through with their usual | 
sock comedy, including musical nov- | 
elties and the clowning of the irre- | 
pressible Jack Marshall, of the fog. 
horn voice and face contortions, and 
dead-pan Larry Powell. They’ve 
done all the routines here before | 
but it's such good fun and so well. 
done that it bears repetition. Put- 
ting two bands on the stage simul- 
taneously with the conductors alter- | 
nately m.c.’ing, provides novelty 
and gives the fast-moving, lively af- 
fair a pretentiousness that should 
hely the box office. 

The bands are of the same type. 
Tunning mostly to brass, and show 
little variation in stvle, which tends 
to detract from the ‘battle’ idea. Me- 
roffs band has the first fling, with a 
snappy rendition of ‘Dipsy Doodle.’ 
macstro interspersing with some of 
his dancing, Shirley Rust, tapster. is 
a looker who handles her assignment 
well. Meroff and Florence Gast pull 
rough funmaking while she 
vocalizes ‘I Got Talent for 
Tove. Then, Don Allen, from the 
Azvew band. wins heavy avplause 
for his warbling of ‘Sweet as a Song.’ 

Marshall socks with his muee¢ine 
and comedy impersonations. Ruth 
Pttv. a torch singer, exhibits swell 
pines. nlenty of pen and oodles of 
personality te make ’em beg for 
more °fter IT Double Dare You’ ‘Oh 
Momms’ and ‘Serenade in the Nicht.’ 
W'th Meroff soloing ‘Marie’ is plens- 
a@ntly hot. Agnew performs on the 


| 
| 


Some 
comic 


| ing 





xylophone, trumpet and horn dur-| 
several good turns of his band. 
Impersonation of Ted Lewis by) 
Merof?t is done with skill. There are 
comedy takeoffs of other bands by 
the Meroff boys giving Powell op- 
portunity to horn in for laughs. Im-} 
personation of a sweepstake prize | 
winner is more Marshall merriment. 
Two U. of Minnesota couples Big 
Appleing make a lively show Closer. 
Trade slim at the second matinee 
Friday (18). Rees. 


KEITH MEMORIAL 


(BOSTON) 


Boston, March 20 
orch, 


Eddie Rosenwald’s house 
George Prentice, Ray & Trent, 
Buster Shaver, Olive & George, 


Bill Robinson, Diaz, 
Demis; ‘Rebecca of 
Farm (20th). 


Don, Dolores & 
Sunnybrook 


Bill Robinson is the big draw and | 
he’s supported by a well-balanced | 
bill that should bring extra biz. | 

Presented as straight vaude, minus | 
a girl line and lavish production ef- | 
fects, five acts comprise one of the 
best Boston bills in years. On pa- 
per it looks like a lot of hoofing, but} 
the lineup’s four dancing turns of-| 
fer such contrasting forms of terp| 
that in reality there is considerable | 
difference in this department. 

Robinson was at his best when| 
caught at the opening. Vocals ‘Let's | 
Go Ballyhoo’ to start, followed by} 
smacky taps. Gags, then more hoof- 
ing and signs off with a neat little 
spiel about his Hollywood work with 
Shirley Temple, which serves to} 
boost the film playing here in which 
she’s starred. 

His dancing encore, with only the 
drums as accompaniment, is sock. 

Always enthusiastically received 
are Buster Shaver and his clever 
midgets, Olive and George. They 
return with the same routine, except 
for a change in a vocal duet by the 
tinies. Ballroom number by Shaver 
and Olive is still one of the most 
entertaining bits in vaudeville and 
audience greets it as such. 

George Prentice, skillful puppet- 
eer and a frequent visitor on local 


| caught. 
| salesmanship but three numbers are 
| enough. 


| Sibilities, 


| An old number from an 





boards, is given a very warm re- 
ception with his stellar act.. Ray 


and Trent follow with a precision 
dance, legs of each tied together, that 
soon blends into an intricate and 
difficult series of slow risley and bal- 


plause. 

Ideal for closer is the excellent 
adagio group of Diaz, Don. Dolores 
and Demis. Pretty tough to follow 
Robinson, but their work so sharply 
contrasts with his that they gradu- 


ally get seat-edge attention. Eddie 
Rosenwald’s smooth house band 
finds favor from the pit. Fox. 





CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, March 20. 
Kay Kyser orch, Harry Babbitt, 
Sully Mason, Virginia Simms, Jeanne 
Goudner; ‘Sally, Irene and Mary’ 
(20th). 





Following several years of steady 
radio buildup. Kay Kyser is drawing 
plenty currently, 

Kyser has come along fast and far, 
not only as a box office name, but 
also as an ace showman. He dem- 
onstrates solid showmanship here 
with his band, audience participating 
in the show. Turn is based on the 
Kyser air gag. ‘College of Musical 
Knowledge,’ and with the exception 
of a single femme specialty dancer, 
the whole 60 minutes are devoted to 
that type of entertainment. And en- 
tertainment it is, with Kyser making 
it bubble with the sort of stuff an 
audience eats up. 

Stage is a comedy class room set- 
ting, with the music stands as slates, 
and Kyser in cap and gown. Brings 
up six people from audience to par- 
ticipate in contest of musical knowl- 
edge, with the contestants chosen by 
chance from numbers given to cus- 
tomers as they enter theatre. 

Kyser does a remarkable job in 
handling these people, getting laughs 
and comedy without becoming of- 
fensive or smart-alecky. He avoids 
embarrassing ’em, even when they 
don't know the answers. 

Kyser is on the stage throughout, 
leading the orchestra, asking the 
questions, clowning with the partici- 
pants and the audience, and keeping 
up a terriffie pace. Interspersed 
among the three question periods are 
musical interludes, with the Kyser 
orchestra swinging with regular pop 
dance stuff in the distinctive Kvser 
style. Click with its novel ‘Rags’ 
and “Don't Drop a Slug in 
numbders. 

Virginia 
and Harry 


Simms is a neat 
Babbitt is a 

tenor who does well. Femme spe- 
Cilaltv is by Jeanne Goudner. who 
loes a few flip-flons and front-overs 
to slow things up slighttv 

Otherwise. a bang-up, entertaining 
show throughout, — o 

Business excellent 


Friday (11). 


warbler 
clean-cut 


if the last sho \ 


Gold. 


STATE N 7 ! Honey Family, made up of three | 
5) ° ° | boys and three gals, dance and acro | 


Ruby Zwerling’s house orch, Al- 
phonse Berg, Paul Draper, York & | 
King, Barney Rapp’s orch with Eddie 
Howe, Ruby Wright, ‘Shine’ Moore; 
‘Yank at Oxford’ (MG). 


The State has reduced to four acts 
but it’s still a show of 67 minutes. 
Barney Rapp’s band gets most time, 
32 minutes, in which there’s plenty 
of fair entertainment. Show, all told, 
isn’t hard to take even if it lacks 
tightness and b.o. appeal 

Rapp’s New Englanders _ close. 
Band includes 13 men, including two 
pianists, one of whom, Eddie Howe, 
sings, too. Without a break he did 
four songs Friday (18) night, when 
He has a fine voice and fair 


Howe formerly was on the 


air. Other specialists are Ruby 


| Wright, also formerly on the ether, 
j}and ‘Shine’ 


Moore, colored Miss 
Wright, singer of pops, suggests pos- 
but Moore's singing and 
dancing fail to impress. 

One of the big numbers with the 
Rapp band is from ‘Snow White’ 
(RKO). Miss Wright works as Snow 
White and the bandsmen double as 
dwarfs. Result is novel if not sock. 
Farle Car- 
roll ‘Vanities,’ ‘Hit the Bottle,’ serves 
also as a novelty, the boys getting 
music out of striking suspended bot- 
tles, xylo-like. 

York and King may not have 
changed their material more than a 
modicum but their act still amuses 
highly. Rose King seems to get bet- 
ter. Sleigh scene still very popular. 

Draper proved a very strong entry 
as the No. 2 turn Friday night, 
getting over big. He's a _ single, 
unique in that he uses a whole stage. 
He needs a lot of room, especially 
for ‘The Blue Danube,’ excellent, and 
‘It Ain’t Necessarily So.’ Two other 


specialties precede. Draper long 
danced in the Hotel Plaza’s Persian 
Room, N. Y., where he returns 
April : Char, 


STRAND, B’KLYN 


Teddy King’s house orch, 6 Dan- 
willis, Lew Parker & Co., Scat Pow- 
ell, Marian Bellett & Boys, Judith 
Allen, Lee Dixon, Gloria Franklin; 
‘Telephone Operator’ (Mono). 


Pretty good show. Judith Allen 
and Lee Dixon are the personality 
headliners. Miss Allen, fresh from 
a Chicago nite club appearance, 
charms and wears attractive clothes. 
Her singing voice is tiny and she} 
uses a mike, okay. So is Dixon, who 


| gets over big and breaks his neck to 
: Dlease. Calls this his home burg and 
ance stunts that bring them big ap- + . z , 


shows the Hollywood influence. With 


| Dixon is Gloria Franklin, tiny bundle 
|of white fluff and black 


hair, who 
shines right up to her partner in 
pedalogy. 

Weakness of bill lies in the mu- 
sical paucity, with Miss Allen being 


| the only singer. | 


The 6 Danwillies open with teeter 
board specialties, including a board 
flip to two-man high. They take 
it easy and more than satis/y. 


band and baton, introduces 
Parker, after the Danwillis, who 
m.c.’s. He dovetails nicely. Parker, 
stooges and hecklers planted in 
boxes, manage for laughs, although 
some of the gab is backroom patter | 
and shouldn't be used. He also in- | 
troduces Scat Powell, who shouts 
some scat rhythm through the mike. | 

Marian Bellett and her boys race | 
through one of the maddest tumbling | 
routines seen. Miss Bellett’s costume 
would be improved with long hose. 

Shan. 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, March 29. 
Gangler Bros. Circus, Joe Kearns, 
Levans & Boles, Step By Step Revue, | 
Raymond Wilbert, Spanky McFar- 
land, Jack Pepper, Honey Family; 
‘Born to Be Wild’ (Rep), ‘No Time 
to Marry’ (Col). 


Featuring Spanky McFarland, 
strong current stage show has bulk 
and variety. On opening day (17), 





a Slot’ | 


it ran almost two hours but was cut 
on following day to about 90 min- 
utes. 
Assisted by Jack Pepper, young- 
ster sings and chatters, demonstrat- 
ing all the sparkle and wit he shows 
on the screen. Clicked at show caught 
even though he misses several cues 
| and Pepper had to cover up. How- 
| ever, the audience ignored the muffs 
While Spanky goes back stage to 
| change, Pepper fills in with songs, ac- 
companying self on the ukulele. Reg- 
| isters so well that he threatens to 
| steal the act. Youngster imitates Ed- 
gar Bergen’s Charlie McCarthy act 
and also trumpets. 
Show opener is Gangler Bros. Cir- 
|cus which goes over biz. Next Joe 
| Kearns with impersonations. Oliver 
| Hardy pantomime drawing big 
laughs. : . 
| Levans and Boles supply humor 
| with several borderline gags and 
Raymond Wilbert clicks with hoop 
juggling. The Step By Step Revue 
comprising three gals and two boys. 
lis smooth. Pleasing chasers are the 


flip to three-nran high and a floor} 


Teddy | 
King, backgrounded with his | 
sew | 





Hash. 

Business picking up. 
inaugurates a new policy of pictures 
only for Monday through Wednes- 
day; vaudeville and two pictures 
Thursday through Sunday. 


-HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, March 20. 
Donatella Bros. & Carmen, Lowe, 
Hite & Stanley, Sybil Bowan, 
Lester Cole & his Singing Midship- 
men (8); ‘Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO). 


Good solid vaude layout here this 
week, with four standard acts com- 
bining to. whack out 54 mins. of sock 
variety and entertainment. Opening 
with Donatella Bros. and Carmen, 
trio gives out with okay music and 
hoofery. Boys play accordions as 
nice appearing femme. contributes 
good acro control work. 

Lowe, Hite and Stanley, three con- 
trastingly sized knockabouts, giant to 
dwarf, clown effectively, climaxing 
With okay military tap. Hold bill's 
pace in good style and set ideal snot 
for Sybil Bowan, who follows with 
socko impersonations. She has to 
beg off. 

Lester Cole and his Singing Mid- 
shipmen (8) close strongly. Har- 


' mony vocalists work well, a pleasant 


contrast from the gaudy, uniformed 
and strenuously gesturing singing 
combos around. Boys look well in 
neat naval outfits, which they change 
to white sport suits for pleasing 
finale. Do naval medley, sextet from 
Lucia and college tunes, all in good 
voice and arrangement. Burm, 


MICHIGAN, DETROIT 


Detroit, March 20. 

Eduard Werner's house orch, Merle 
Clark, Five Janzleys, Harris & How- 
ell, Four Franks, Judy Garland; 
‘Everybody Sing’ (MG). 





Judy Garland is socking ’em on 


| both screen and stage, b.o. strength 


of juve filmite’s p.a. giving spot its 
best take in weeks. 
unpretentious, payees give juve 
warbler little chance to quit, espe- 
cially after singing ‘Mr. Gable.’ 
which she did in ‘Broadway Melody’ 
(MG), Arrangement of ‘Bei Mir 
Bist du Schoen,’ as an encore, is like- 
wise nifty. Appearance topnotch and 
her pipes very tonal. 

Forty-five minute show, which gets 
along smoothly and swiftly, despite 
only four acts, opens with the Five 
Janzleys, male acrobats, who have 
plenty. Harris and Howell, sepia 
funsters, have bolstered turn advan- 


tageously since last appearance here, | 


result being that males’ patter, music 
and dancing get across nicely. 


Four Franks are about the most 
versatile turn seen here in some 
'time. Besides offering some out- 
standing hotcha hoofing, two gals 
and like number of fellas do neat 
comedy and play several instru- 
ments. Walloping reception. 


Eduard Werner's house orchestra 
overtures with ‘Light Cavalry,’ while 
Merle Clark, organist, turns in usu- 
ally good m.c. job. Good attendance 
at early show Friday (18) night. Pete. 


CIRCLE, INDPLS. 





Indianapolis, March 20. 
Shep Fields’ orch, Johnny Serry, 
Bob Dupont, Ruth & Billy Ambrose, 
Three Nonchalants, Bobby Gordon; 
‘Romance in the Dark’ (Par). 


Winding up three weeks of stage 


shows, house finishes strong at the | 


box office, with Shep Fields’ orches- 
tra headlined, in a bill that’s short 
but sweet. Show runs 45 
most of which is devoted to ‘rippling 


| rhythm’ of Fields’ orchestra. Twelve- 
| piece 
Trumpet’ features different sections | 
of the orchestra and ‘Flight of the) 


band scores __ solidly, 


Bumble Bee’ finale spots Johnny 


| Serry at the accordion, with band 


members joining in an all-accordion 
chorus. 

Bob Dupont, comedy 
scores with his dead pan manipula- 
tions. 
three ballroom numbers, clicking 
with their version of a couple of 
college students doing the Big Anple. 

Spotted next to closing, the Three 
Nonchalants do comedy 
enlivened by their patter. Boys 
work hard and win laurels with their 
difficult feats. Bobby Gordon, orches- 
tra vocalist, sings two songs well. 
Edith Holden was billed but didn’t 
appear at show caught. 

Bowl of water, with which Fields 
gets his ‘rippling rhythm’ effect, is 
used without being featured or ex- 
plained. Fields smoothly m.c.’s, 
merely introducing the acts without 
trying to milk a hand for their per- 
formances. 

House had 
Friday (18). 


at last show 
Kiley. 


standees 





EASTON VAUDE RETURN 
Flesh returns to Easton, Pa., when 
the State takes on Thursday-Friday- 
Saturday vaude, commencing April 
7. Eddie Sherman booking. 
Ina Ray Hutton’s orch set to open. 


Wednesday, March 23, 


Although act's | 


minutes, | 


‘Toy | 


| 
juggler, | 


Ruth and Billy Ambrose do! 


acrobatics, | 
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STANLEY, PITT 


Present show 


Pittsburgh, March 20. 
Clyde McCoy's orch, 3 Bennett Sis- 
ters, Wayne Gregg, Paul Kirkland 
Ghezzis, Hal LeRoy, Dave Broudy 
house orch; ‘A Slight Case of Mur- 
der’ (WB). 


Practically old home week. Clyde 
McCoy's band was here only a iew 
months ago. Ditto Hal LeRoy. And 
Paul Kirkland and the Ghezzis have 
been around so often they can al- 
most call the Stanley home. Me- 
Coy’s Sugar Blues music was sur- 
prisingly socko on first visit but he’s 
back too soon to duplicate. 

However, it’s first-rate entertain- 
ment, fitting into a breezy 60 min- 
utes. According to response, memo- 
ries in these parts are short. Since 
acts seem so scarce, obviously Stan- 
ley’s policy of what's getting to look 
like rotating stock makes little dif- 
| ference. 

McCoy’s outfit is extremely decep- 
tive. Excluding himself, it has only 
11 men but arrangements have been 
shrewdly arranged to suggest a 
greater personnel. Everything, of 
course, is built around the maestro 
and his eloquent trumpet. Music for 
the most part is stylized and almost 
always sweet. While not particularly 
| distinguished, McCoy’s horn work 
| gives it all melodic meat and sets the 
pace. As if to show their versatility, 
lads break into a rash of Jamming 
near the finish but that’s definitely 
not their forte. 

Band carries four vocalists, Wayne 
Gregg, good looker, with better than 
average pipes, and three Bennett Sis- 
ters, cute youngsters with loads of 
personality and a sock delivery. They 

also step out for a bit of tapping 
in revealing white slacks and sweat- 
ers. Make three costume changes, 
all stunners. 

Kirkland opens after a brief ses- 

| sion by the orchestra and goes into 
his old routine, the ladder-dance and 
the paper cone juggling on his nose, 
lighting it for the capper. However, 


he’s added something new for his 
finish and it’s geared for plenty of 
laughs. Uses an unbilled femme and 


idea is to balance two locked chairs, 
upon which she’s seated, on his chin. 
Finally executes the trick after a 
lot of hilarious hoke. 

Ghezzis are in for their standard 
strong-arm stuff, always socko, but 
it's their encore that knocks off their 
No. 1 click. Boys come back for a 
Big Apple on their hands, a corking 
silly, and they had to beg off. LeRoy 
| hooting over big as usual, mixing his 
routines effectively. Trick legmania 
is getting better. Cracks a few gags 
to get his breath between numbers, 
too, but crossfire with McCoy is unin- 
telligible and falls flat. 

Overture of Dave Broudy’s house 
orchestra is from the semi-classics, 
interpolated with telling solo briefies. 

Cohen. 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


War clouds over Europe, with 
stress on Austrian and Czechoslovak- 
ian situations, dominate new show 
here. With no really live pictorial 
news on sudden moves abroad, news 
' weekly lads scurried for latest shots 
| of leaders in wartime preparations or 
| best library material. Nearly all 
| chipped in on this martial coverage. 
| Universal heads procession of clips, 
|with array of troop movements, 
| leaders and other matters it had on 

tap before Austria was absorbed by 

Nazis. Graham MacNamee does nice 

verbalizing for this. Developments 
'in France, Russia, U. S., Hoovers 
visit to Czechs, launching new crultser 
ia America, Cordell Hull's speech 
and U.S. sailors off for California 
maneuvers touched by all reels. Par- 
amount’s story on England's prep- 
aration for air raids is graphic. 

After world happenings, newsreels 
lapse into hum-drum, with oddities 
/and humor stressed. Lew Lehr com- 
ments on snoring test, with sounds 
and lines trimly gagged for infec- 
| tious laugh returns. His second ap- 
| pearance, demonstrating anew group 
|of absurd inventions, is a bit inane. 
Subterranean views of damage 
done by seething water in Southern 
California’s fresh water supply are 
vividly caught by Movietone. Same 
reel vies with U to show judging 
of chorines at International Casino, 
N. Y. nitery, for best face and form. 
| RKO-Pathe breaks out with ‘Fash- 
ions in Vogue’ for the fair sex, with 
Arlene Francis doing swell com- 
mentary. Fox has Easter fashions, 
while U garners some laughter with 
men’s styles. Several slow motion 
closeups of acrobat troupe ending 


winter training is grabbed with 
finesse by Par. 
Detroit baseball team in_ spring 


training gets the appraisal of Pathe 
while same reel’s coverage of the 
Colorado-Temple basketball game 
at Madison Square Garden fails to 
impress. Movietone follows with the 
Colorado-N. Y. U. court contest, also 
it the Garden, making rival reel suf- 
fer by comparison. Fox also does 
bangup job on a big Australian track 
meet. again slow motion and clever 
photography clicking. Photographic 
finish of quarter-mile race shows that 


judges erred. Par’s follow-up on 
Max Baer is a nice human interest 
closeup. Wear. 
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Vari et 
NEXT WEEK (March 28) 
THIS WEEK (March 21) 
Numerals in connection with bills below 
show, whether full or split week 
BOSTON Gil Lamb 
o4 Sara Ann Meé 
neem (88) | CENCINNATI 
ges ‘Maore | Shubert (25) 
mies iShep Fields ¢ 
Fenwick & Cook i a 
feos bre lag a el (18) 
. e } ns Dave Apollon 
7) | CLEVELAND 
t Ore Palace (25) 
LT ( ‘ 
Memorial (24) 7 (18) 
Pre t t Rell’: H'iian 
' & Trent fant Ase 
Buster Shaver CoO | Leah Ray 
B Rebinson Maxello 
Diaz Don & D | SCHENECTADY 
CHICAGO Proctor’s (24-26) 
Palace (25) tobinson & 
hestei fale Girls Don Rice 
lonroe Bros 'Baptie & Lamb 








RAY and TRENT 
GEORGE PRENTICE 


2ND WEEK 


Keith’s Memorial, Boston 
Dir.:s LEDDY & SMITH 


Week March 21 


LIVERPOOL 


Shakespeare 


NORWICH 
Hippodrome 


y ] 
el s oO 


1 
~ ell 





Cabaret Bills 














Loew 











KNEW YORK CHEE | PITTSBURGH 


State (24) | Stanley 


iTommy Dorsey 

L, Armstrong Orc J & lL Seiler 
EVANSVILLE Ann Anderson 

WASHINGTON 
Capitol (25) 
Hit Parade Berni Vici Rev 


Majestic (24-26) 





Paramount 


Kill’s Gay 86's 








NEW YORK CITY DETROIT 
Paramount (23) Michigan 
Guy lLombardo Orc! Rita Rio Ore 
Kila Logan Happy Felton Ore 
Marion Daniels Nichols & Roberts 
AMARILLO Billy Reed 
Faramount (31-1) GRAND FORKS 
Major Bowes Co Dakota (30-31) 
BUFFALO Major Bowes 
Buffalo (25) NEW HAVEN 
D'Artega Paramount 
CHICAGO Ted Lewis Ore 
Chicago (25) SAN ANTONIO 
Allen & Kent Co Majestic (26) 
Paul Gerrits Blackstone 


Spike Harrison 


Walter Dare Wahl 





Warner 


Chateau Moderne 





PHILADELPHIA | Ghezzis 


on Paul Kirkland 

Farle (25) WASHINGTON 
Earle (25) 
Lathrop Bros 


Civde McCoy Ore 
4 Franks 
Don HKestor Ore 


Virginia Tee 
Dick Ware a 


(18) Radio Rogues 
Bert Wheeler 2 Reddingtons 
Dorothy Lee Balabanow 5 
Aunt Jemima (18) 


Henny Youngman 
Alexander & Santos] 7 & L 


Seiler 
lelovis 





PITTSBURGH York 

Sianley (18) Strand (25-26) 
Clyde MeCoy Ore Robby Pinkus 
Hal LeRoy Wells & 4 Fays 


Club Cavalier 
Aunt Jemima 


Tommy Dorsey Ore 


Ana Anderson 








Independent 





CHICAGO tex Weber 


T 
State Lake (25) | Pinky Lee C 


Spee & Spot | Maidie & Ray 


Tohnny Special | Diek, Don & 
Shayne & Armst’g Iludson Wonders 
Jaels Durant KANSAS CITY 
Molly O'Day | Fox-Tower (25) 
Al rare Cre / Al Pearce Co 

INDIANAPOLIS | MEMPHIS 

Lyrie (25) | Orpheum (25-28) 

Tamberti | Carl Moore Ore 
Ted Mack ! Sweethearts 


| f.os Gauchos Ore 





London 





Week March 21 


* 
4 Lanceites 


CAMDEN TOWN | Ralzer Sis 


oreton 


Gaumont Jones & Thom 
T . | Michel & He: 
mm & Blum | Marcus Bad 
“aliiard 4 ISLINGTON 
\ tor M | 


CLAPHAM ra 


rene Patton 


Granada | Rubio Sis 
Gordon Ray Gis | LEYTONSTONE 
te Foster | Rialto 
Irie & rt aad eiiott 4 
Afar Fuller elds B 
Master Schenck STRATFORD 
Pubby ret Broudway 
Standich Tiros Seainae amie 
~ wey Howell Ba TOOTING 
LAST HAM Granada 
Granada Ma gt n 4 
lones & Thomas WALTHAMSTOW 
Niehel & Hero Granada 
Mavens Ba Ronald Courley 
losef Blan 
PREMIER Sane rs 
“se Mandoliers Fields Bd 


Astoria D. H, GREENWICH 
| Granada 


Biue Hall 


NEW YORK CITY 


Rarney Gallant's 


Aileen Cook 


Ruth Hazen 
Peter Rand 


Carolyn Knigi 
Valerie Dumont 


Joey Cappo 
jean Jordan 


Jean Vickers 


Havana-Madrid 
Vicente Gom 


Raquel & ‘Tarriba 


lucha Reyes 


Hilda Ramos 


El Caney 6 


Hickory tHonse 


Joe Marsala 


Peggy Newton 


Peppers 


Hote! Ambassador 
Dick Gasparre 


Florence & 


Adelaide Moffett 


Hotel Astor 
Sande Williams Ore } 


M Raginsky 


Hotel Belmont- 


Plaza 


Sonny Kendis Ore 


Hotel Gov. 


| Eddie Lane 
Hotel Lincoin 


TIsham Jones 


Kathleen Lane 


Hotel MeAlpis 
Y} Messner Ore 
leanne D’Arey 
|; Gonzales & Mennen | 
Hotel New Yorker 


nmy Dorsey 





b Eberle 


fune Richmond 
Ross Mcl.ean 
(Charles Uksils 
Roberts & Far! 
Alfred Trenkler 
Ronald Roberts 


| 
Lobbie Doree 
\ 


lay Judels 
DuReine Far 


Delories Ziegield 


Eric Wait 


Hotel Park Central 


ferry Blaine 
Cass Franhli 
I'na Wyte 


Enters & Borgiz 


addy Wer 





Jalubanow 6 
Hotel Pennsylvanta 


Renny G dmar 


Rav Raudue 
hay W er 


Hotel Piccadilly 
Ore 
Rotel Vlaca 


Jeno FParta 


no Ore 
Veloz & Y« 
Hotel EK 

Quy Lombar 


Kewela Uf! 


Hotel Suave, -Ulare 


Hotel Shel 
} iveho 


E 


Hatel St. George 
(Brooklvn) 


Harold Stern 


F 1G 
, 


re ‘ 


Hotei St. Regie 


a 


Ho 


Lillian Shade 
Thurston Crane 
ute) Kuimore 
Horace Heidt 
i Charles Goodman 
Red Farrington 
Lysbeth Hughes 
'4 Kings 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Will McCune Ore 
Hotel Commodore 
Red Norvo Ore 
Mildred Bailey 
Rote) Edison 
Blue Barron Ore 
| Hotel Kasex touse 
| Charles Baum 
Vee Lawnhurst 





ooservelt 


Hotel st. Moritz 


tel aft 
Gen He'll Ore 
i Dol.y Dawn 


Hotel Victoria 
Jerry Rose 


2 Melodeers 


Rotel Wuidort- 


Astoria 
Leo Reis in Ore 
; e igat Ore 
“neila Barre 
GOV er a“ veanne 


International Casino 
Yascna Bur chuk Or 





Gene Fosdick Ore 
Calgary ( 
‘ ds} 1 Rros 
kiddie MeM en 
Bobby Ma 

‘ 2 Grange 
Artin) 
Maurice & Crance 
Ja eline Mignae 
E e tirezg e 


Jimmy Kelly's 


I 
I 


Kit Kat Club 


“7s 
} Kt 
& } 
a 
Larue 
i e D » Ore 
: c 
‘ es 6 
G ella P ga 
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EM Ore 
Pat ; 
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} ol Kane 
frir 4 
I el We 
T 
i 
one 
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1 a 
s Rots s 
‘ ee 
. t 


laure!-in-the-Pines 
(Lakewood, N. J.) 
Jer: J ston Or 
le Coq Rouge 
D Marton Ore 
bur Hieyman 
le Mirage 
Harry Horton Ore 
e suelo Flowerton 


Eleanor She dan 


Rudolph & Nandra 


Maryon Dale 
V MacNaughton 
Tisdale 3 

Leon & Fiddles 
Iou Martin Ore 


(larence Easter Or 


Eddie Davis 
Jack Waldron 
2dit} Roark 
Georgia Sothern 
Lane, Tree & B 
frent Patterson 
Lai Foun Tr 


} Komics 





i Jean Scott 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
| Cookie Williams 


Le Ruban Blea 


| lope Emerson 


Hierbert Javcovy 
Eisie Ho n 
limmyv Daniela 
Sowers & Walter 


Marta’s 


|E Villanueva 


Nut Club 


| Henry Jerome Ore 


Lillian None 


| Hele ne 


Jack Mason 
Old Roumanian 
Michael Weiner Ore 
Yourly Yourlofft 
Helen Shaw 
Sammy Morris 
tesalie Roy 
Sadie Banks 
Ethel Bennett 
Ada Lubina 
Ronnie De Campe 
Onyx Club 

John Kirby Ore 
Maxine Sullivan 
Leo Watson 


LOS ANGELES 


Litt'e Club 


Bali 


Charlie Lawrence 


| Beverly Wilshire 


tlar owens © 


Biltmore 


I< uin G&G y 

Pet 1 A I) 

I 1 & J ! 
} r { Or 


lore lean 
l iHeley Mendel 
Ihe Deen 


Cafe International 
Cafe la Maze 
tliane Dahl 
bon Roland O 
Clover Club 
Club Versailles 


I I 


(ocoonut Grove 


E ‘ ] ‘? 
Hawaiian 
Paradise Club 


p 
i 


VA RIETY 


Paradine 





Roumanian Village 


Russian Kretchma 
| Nicholas Matthey Or | 41, 


illage Brewery 


Audubon 


n Warner = ef 


Dome 


Sunset Club 


Palomar 


serigan Ore 
, , 


Ore Biackhawk 
Kyser 
nne & Renard 


Place Elegante so Andrews 


Cc Cher Parce 
> lie Garr 
ial Clark Dennis 


& J Preisser 


Plantation Club Don Huston 


ire Ilbon Orlando Ore 
ns Henry Busse Ure 
Margo ; 
in Coloaimos 
Henri jendron Ore 
Vor 
Queen Mary a as .. ; 
bi t e eline 
led Franchon & Fr'ch'n 
\ on 
2 Dunn 
ee 
Terrace Club Alabam 
(Woodside, L. 1.) 1 t 3 
to] 


885 Club 


Radio Franks’ Club 


in 
Rir do Ore 
9 Guy 80's 
1@ Lew |} 4 
Rainbow Grill l? es G een 
e Sg J e 4 ner 
Denesha , Kk 
w Koom p a 
‘ore \ een 
, Marry's N. 7. 
(Cabaret 


as Engies Oro 


k | ng 
Or kw ev 
Ww gner 
1 ‘ ] hneton 
irene ‘ i} 
a | -~ 7 ett 
a Ll, ‘ n 
} ‘ | levers 
Russian Art =! ee 
a Ore bti-tint 
tzova \" ¢ Shore 
an Bla one 
\ da 
Bolshakofft |} Sid Lang Ore 
Seshae tactinall Hote! Biamarck 


| (Walnut Room) 
Art Kassel Ore 
rion Holmes 


Sava 


hon Billy Lee 
> Eileens 
| Frank Payne 
Sokoloskaya | young & Sloan 
Simeon Karavaeff Hotel Rrevoort 
Royal Florence Schubert 
Winton Ore Bene Laevin 
Dominguez Ore joe Pariato 


Edwarus 


Anchorage 


| Catherine Smith 
Parks Ore | Eleanor Bowers 
Menendez Ore | Betty Jane 
Veraniiies Johnny Graff Ore 
Ore Arcadia int'l 
(ire R > Orc 
»uddy ogers re 
Howard ? oe 


Dbiane Denise 


Barn | Pob Hannon 
Johnson Or | Jack Douglas 


Omar 


on Co | Don Renaldo Ore 
MeMahon 


} Frankie Paine 


Kane | Patsy Marr 
sfield | 
ide | Bellevne-Stratford 


| (Planet Koom) 
Mever Davis Ore 
(Burgundy Room) 
Frank Juele Ore 


Ore 


le 
K 


Whirling lop Ben Franklin Hotel 


(Georgian Room) 
Leo Zollo Ore 


(3) 

Johnson Benny the Bum's 

Delovd McKay 
Ore toss Irwin 
Harry Dobbs Ore 
Tenora, Sola 
Wally Wanger Girls 
Riley Cedarwood Inn 


(Malaga, N. J.) 
Clarence Mich Ore 
Beatrice Wayne 
Dolly Nixon 
Ann Laurel 





Club 15 
Dick Thomas 
Meredith Mitzi ane 


Alice Marlowe 
een kaye 


nette 
] 1s r Ore 
i ~ > s 
Club Parakeet 
4 Wil n 
rs (‘oo & Vance 


Viaina Leonurd 


artner 


ha Dixon 

Dottie Bollinger 

| Ke ny? a) Stouck 

1 n Caswell 
ta Bill Thornton Ore 
is Embassy Clob 


Parbara Johneon 
Alice Winstead 

lbottie Matthews 
Helen Penton 


n bert Cle oux 
ino Sig 
‘ ¥ Sis 
Ore Pedro Blanco Ore 
ff i " 
— 
Paris Inn ne Hurnate 
M e Lang 
n 
Evergreen Casino 
‘ \ on 
‘ “| roung 
: a 
| 
, ‘ 4 ‘ ‘ ! re 
e 
S 
eas ‘ ‘ } rad 
Hi ‘ ‘) 
e 
1523 Locust 
i é FP ‘ 
Somerset House 1) Ie on 
n 
zi zs Ore 
n 
Hollvewood Cafe 
. @ 
Hotel Adelphia 
Cafe Marguery) 
' ner 
Trocadero i a 
‘ 
z | 


CHICAGO 


! 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


} 


| 

r | PHILADELPHIA 

Martha Stephenson | 
Stork Club lo 





| 
| 





| 


| Dbutkin’=» Kathaketie; 


Hotel Congress 


(Gold Coast Koom) 


Edgewater Beach 


(Marine Room) 


Hotel Paimer House 


Ciub Continentale 


lambs Tavern 


Little Rathskeller 


M’Fadden Deauville 





Bobby Morro Ore 


Kddie Thomas 


Harlem Casino 


James Negra Ore 


Capielo 














Hotel Roosevelt 
Silver Lake Ino : 


Hotel Schenley 


| Hotel Williom Penn 


(Continental Bar) 


} 


Commodore Club 


Weber's Hot Bravo 


es & es 
nm. sey 
e D er 


Lorktowne Taveras 


l b Ore 


BOSTON 


Hotel Copley Square 

1) 

fele ‘ n 
Hotel Moortand 


Hon by } re 


Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 


o 


((afe Rouge) 


Hotel Westminster 
(Blue Koom) 


l A 
Levaggi's 
Webb Ore 
hy i reitze a 


Normandie Balir'm 


ence Welk Ore 
IB t 

t I} n 
It oy 
Seville 

T? ‘ ore 


Southland 


Steuben's 


Towne Club 


1ughn Monroe Or 
rremont Plaza 


| Gene Nickerson Or 


MIAMI 


Diana & Del Campe 
Irene Blinn 
Corrine & Maebelle 
Miami Biltmore 
Rob perling Ore 
Baron & Blair 
Alex Gray 
Jerry Kahler 
Marissa 
Roney Plaza 
Tack Mevers Ore 
Sanchez Ore 
Medrano & Donna 
Barry Devine 
Terry la Francont 
Royal Palm Club 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Joe E Lewis 
Terry Lawlor 
Vac opis 
R & E Reyes 
Robbins Fain 
Sunny Isles Club 
Hioward Lally vre 
Peggy Tucker 
Northway & Danile 
Carroll & Gorman 
Villa Venice 
A Tukas Ore 
Olivette & Dimitra 
Lambertons 
Gaylene Sis 
Boyd Heathen 
Louis Hoffman 
Alice Kellerman 


PITTSBURGH 


| Glenn Harding 


Wayne & Roberte 
New Penn 

Joe Haymes Ore 

ifoney Burns 

Joe Rogers 
Nixon Cafe 

Fran Eichler Ore 

Betty Benson 

Gole 6 

Olive White 

Lou Fink 

Angelo bi Palma 
Nut Club 

311) Rector 

Daffvdills 


Al Gault 
Pines 
Rrad Hunt Ore 
| Ray & Marie 
Plaza Cafe 
Jimmy Pevton Ore 
Aciele St. Clair 
Jouneor 
ttephanie & Craig 
Joe Tho as 
Show Boat 
Al Marsico Ore 


Delfenry & Grg'ne 
‘hick Kemble 
Wavne Vargason 
Wil a Doulas 

v Palmer Girls 
Windmill 
Lenny Hahn Ore 
Jack Peck Revue 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadilae Hotel ) Jo nv Howard 
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De Bold 2 

. i & Bode 
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\\ oe 
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Ten-Porty Club 
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Webster Hall 
(Cocktail ferill) 
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Despite Reports, 


ticket 
in 


Estimates that Broadway's 
agencies had gone 
making buys on shows this season | 
Figures 


overboard 


appear to be exaggerated. 
show that as large a percentage of 
to the 


productions have 


presentations in proportion 
total 


been ‘buys’ as for other seasons, the 


number of 


number being only comparative, 
while the actual number of tickets 
per show is materially less. Few such 
deals are likely to be made for the 
balance of the season. 


Brokers were burned with some 
buys, particularly ‘Between the | 
Devil’ and ‘All That Glitters,’ the | 
managements insisting on 


running | 
the shows only as long as the agency 
deals continued, then promptly clos- | 
ing. Unsold allotments were on | 
hand many nights for both shows, 
brokers not even attempting to re-| 
duce the red by dumping into cut! 
rates. 

Two Out of 20 

That the agencies took a loss on 
two shows out of 20 for which buys 
were made is not exceptional. Us- 
ually the agency men are uncanny 
in picking live ones prior to pre- 
miere both in judging shows at try- 
outs or otherwise. Known, however, 
that they have deliberately bought | 
tickets over term periods for shows 
which they knew had little chance, | 
in order to hold favor with the 
managers. Brokers about broke 
even with two other presentations 
than ‘Devil’ and ‘Glitters,’ and a 
small loss on a show that was yanked 
before the buy expired. 

‘I'd Rather Be Right’ is the number 
one show which made money for 
the agencies. Others for which the 
buys have been profitable are ‘Hoo- 
ray For What!,’ ‘The Star Wagon,’ 
‘Susan and God,’ ‘Shadow and Sub- 
stance,’ ‘On Borrowed Time,’ ‘Our 
Town,’ ‘Amphitryon 38,’ ‘Golden 
Boy,’ ‘Pins and Needles’ (limited), 
‘Julius Caesar’ (limited) and ‘Of 
Mice and Men’ (limited). 


GENEVIEVE PHILLIPS, 








ACTRESS, KILLS SELF 





Hollywood, March 22. 

Genevieve Phillips, 23, former 
eastern legit player, who came to 
Hollywood a year ago to launch a 
film career, died in a Hollywood 
hospital last Friday (18) from effects 
of a bullet wound. She was found 
unconscious in her Beverly Hills 
home, a small caliber pistol at her 
side. Police called it suicide. 

Friends said she had been de- 
pressed because of her inability to 
find studio employment. 





Schwab Quits H’wood 
To Stage B’way Play 


Hollywood, March 22. 
Laurence Schwab, who has occu- 


pied a Metro producer berth since | 


the fall, has arranged for 
termination of his contract and re- 


turns to the Broadway legit field. | 
Schwab went to Metro after a stay | 


at 20th-Fox, where he produced ‘You 
Can't Have Everything’ and 
Baba Goes to Town.’ 


veiling on Broadway. 


Sally Stil Yens Legit 


Sally Rand may 
Wharf theatre = at 
Mass., for another fling at legit this 
summer. Fanner is convinced she 
can do a regular acting turn and has 
taken several cracks at the straw- 
hats. She appeared last summer in 
*White Cargo’ in Provincetown and 
has also been at Ogunquit and 
Skowhegan. 

Stated that when Miss Rand played 
the role of Tondelayo in ‘White 
Cargo’ at the Wharf theatre, editors 
and publishers of the Boston dailies 
attended personally, rather than send 
reporters or drama critics. 

Dancer’s yen for legit is so strong 





return to the 


she is willing to play for the usual | 
small salary paid by strawhat enter- | 


rises. This is infinitesimal compared 
her usual fees, 


Ticket Brokers 
Not So Badly Burned; 2 Busts. 





Betty Furness, Louis 


Calhern in Coast ‘Boy’ 
San Francisco, March 22. 
Furness will play the 
Frances Farmer part in the Coast | 
production of ‘Golden Boy,’ which | 
opens April 4 at the Curran theatre | 
here. | 
Homer Curran also revealed that 
Louis Calhern will play the part of | 
the fight promoter. 


Betty 


Biltmore, L. A., Expects 
$500,000 Season Gross; 
Over 33 Weeks Likely 


Los Angeles, March 22. 

Grosses for the current year at | 
the Biltmore theatre (legit) here are | 
pointed toward a $500,000 total. 
House is enjoying its first full Sep- 
tember-to-August season in 10 years, 
having already rounded out 18 
weeks, with at least 15 additional 
weeks booked and several engage- 
ments tentatively set. 


Current run of ‘You Can’t Take It | 
With You’ ended Saturday (19) after | 
five profitable weeks. House is dark | 
for one week, with the Abbey Play- | 
ers coming in for a fortnight. ‘Golden | 
Boy,’ Homer Curran-N. Y. Theatre | 
Group production, is set to open| 
April 18 or 25 for a four-week stay. | 

Other shows’ booked include | 
‘Julius Ceasar,’ May 16 to June 4; | 
Helen Hayes in ‘Regina Victoria,’ | 
June 6, for three weeks, and ‘Susan 
and God’ for three weeks. 








Laurette Taylor P. A.’s 
In 6th ATC Audition 


Sixth audition of the Committee 





;of the Apprentice Theatre of the 


American Theatre Council at the 
Plymouth, N. Y., last Monday (21) 


was marked by the presence of Lau- 
rette Taylor. Actress ‘guested’ in a 
scene from her own play, ‘Of the 
Theatre,’ tried out at Ogunquit (Me.) 
last summer. Audition was under 
the supervision of Lea Penman. 
Scenes and cast for the entire pro- 
gram were as follows: 

‘America! America!’..By Alfred Kreymborg 

Directed by Mervin Nelson 
SHO CRORES. ic ciaicsesecaval Jess Kruger 


PEPPER TT CLAP EE TET e Peppino Shurba 
} . PPPPCPey Try PERULEETT a r Sherle Hart 
WAN 6 6 66-0.5:0 6000 0s w¥ 208 Lawrence Bearson 
te PET ERE TE LUCE Alice Mannon 
"ES OUCRWOOE 6k. 66:50:69: 440060% By Dodie Smith 
Directed by Hope Lawder 
ON 2 66408 640460.560 064080 Dorothy Downes 
errr rer TT rrr rT James Corbett 


‘The Fraternal Bond’.By John M. Caldwell 
Directed by Ralph Bell 
SCOLDOR WH UUM s 6.5. o:6 5c oc uae John Stradley 
Brother Santell Thomas Koehler 
Goddard Light 
William Browning 
Brother Smith Paul Genge 
Brother Hill Dwight Thomas 
Brother Ford..............Paul Nevens 
Brother Van Horn.........Arcehie King 
Tommy Cuyler David Wayne 





+ | 
tne | 


‘Ali | 
| ‘Of the Theatre’ 
Schwab has manuscripts for three | 
new stage offerings, and plans to | 
ready one for an early summer un- | 


| Elizabeth 
| 
| 
| 


Provincetoéwn, | 


(In Tommy's Mind) 
Sol Goldberg.......... . Toby 
Tommy's Father 
Lena Harrison.. 


Rowland 


‘One Word Sketch’. ..By Frank Egan 


Directed by Laurette Taylor 
Helen Matheson..........Eloise Sheldon 
SOR: GRORBORS 5 606064565045 James Rawls 


.By Laurette Taylor 
Miss Taylor 

Denis Plimmer 
Wyman Holmes 
...Flavia Burnet 
Georganna Cook 
Terre et Laurette Taylor 
Anson........Bernice Shirley 
be James ©'Rear 
Mary Haines, Mlizabeth Fielding 
William Starrett............Lorin Gage 
.Harold Wax 


Directed by 
Edward Smithson 
Richard Tessley 
Daphne Brown... 
Frances Edgard........ 
Marie Sanford 


Jackson Towne 





FTP ‘Boy-Girl,’ L’ville 
Louisville, March 22. 
Federal Theatre company, which 
has been organized in Cincinnati 
and has been playing Ohio and West 
Virginia territory, will make its first 
stand in Kentucky when ‘Boy Meets 
Girl’ will play at Columbia Audi- 
torium for four performances be- 
ginning Thursday (24) with a mati- 
nee Saturday (26). Play will be pre- 
sented at $1 top and is under the 
local management of Harry J. 
Martin, 
Town has been perking with legit 


attractions, having recently seen 
Walter Hampden in ‘Ethan Frome’ 
and ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter, 


both of which played at Memorial 
j; Auditorium to nice houses. 


Ey 


| 


| 
| 








Current Road Shows 


Week of March 21 
Abbey Players, Curran, San 
Francisco. 
Meets 





‘Boy Girl,’ Shubert, 
Newark. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Cox, Cincinnati 
(20). 

‘Ethan Frome’ (Walter Hamp- 
den), H. S. Aude, Little Rock 
(21); Shrine Aude, Oklahoma 
City (22); Convention Hall, Tul- 
sa (23); Arcadia, Wichita (24); 
Kansas State Teachers’ College, 
Emporia (26). 

‘Father Mzlachy’s Miracle’ (Al 
Shean), Horris, Chicago. 

‘Julius Caesar,’ Erlanger, Chi- 
cago. 

‘Night Hawk,’ Werba, Brook- 
lyn. 

‘Richard II’ (Maurice Evans), 
Grand Opera House, Chicago. 

‘Room Service,’ Locust, Phil- 
adelphia. 

‘Room Service,’ Selwyn, Chi- 
cago. 

‘Sea Gull’ (Lunt and Fon- 
tanne), Colonial, Boston. 


‘Tobacco Road,’ Paramount, 


Toledo (21): Hartman, Colum- 
bus (23-26). 
‘Victoria Regina’ (Helen 


Hayes), American, St. Louis. 
‘Women,’ Davidson, Milwau- 
kee, Wis. (20). 
‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ 
(Lucille Watson), Forrest, Phil- 
adelphia. 


‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ 
(Florence Reed), Cass, Detroit 
(20). 


‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Nixon, Pittsburgh 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Hanna, Cleveland. 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
Savoy, San Diego (20-21); Civic 
Aude, Pasadena (22); Fox-Ar- 
lington, Santa Barbara (23); 
Fox, Riverside (24); H. S. Aude, 
Pomona (25); H. S. Aude, Long 
Beach (26). 

‘You Never Know’ (Clifton 
Webb), National, Washington. 


| three and one-half stars this season. 


| ance,’ the paper lambasted her for refusing to grant an interview. 











N. Y. LEAGUE STRONG; 


JIM REILLY FOR SEC.? 





League of New York Theatres, 
which represents Broadway  pro- 
ducers in contacts with other or- 
ganizations and stage unions, is in 
the best financial condition since 
formation. Understood there is a 
balance of over $13,000 on hand, 
with dues being paid regularly. 


Value to the producers was again | 


indicated this season by its func- 
tioning in the Theatrical Managers, 


Agents and Treasurers union situa- | 
has | 


tion, even though the league 
still not chosen an executive-secre- 
tary to fill the vacancy caused by 
the death of Henry Moskowitz. 
Reported that James Reilly, sug- 
gested for the post some time ago, 


is still in line for the appointment. | 


Reilly’s activities 
sions with TMAT 
have. strengthened 
He 
the managers. Reilly was formerly 
general manager of the Charles 
Frohman offices. He withdrew dur- 
ing the past winter when 
mount, which controls the Frohman 
outfit, discontinued its legit activi- 
ties, 


during the 
believed to 
candidacy. 


are 


his 





Merk Drops ‘Malfi’ Plans 


Mercury Theatre group decided 
over the weekend to abandon its 
projected revival of ‘The Dutchess 


of Malfi.”, Reason mentioned was the 
unsettled conditions in Europe, but 
understood that production require- 
ments were the actual cause. 


‘Malfi’ calls for around 16 settings, | 


which is not the type of production 
that Mercury favors. Group attract- 


ed attention with virtual barestage 
showings of ‘Julius Caesar,’ ‘Shoe- 
maker’s Holiday’ and ‘The Cradle | 


Will Rock.’ 
Instead of ‘Malfi,’ the Mercury will 
revive Shaw's ‘Heartbreak House.’ 


‘YOUNG BETTY’ PREEM 


St. Louis, March 22. 
World preem of ‘The Young Eliza- 
beth,’ winner of the $250 annual 


award of the St. Louis Little Thea- 
tre’s national playwriting competi- 
tion, will be held Thursday (24) un- 
der the direction of Harold Bassage. 





Piece will run for two weeks. 


Ses- | 


is on the labor committee for | 


Para- | 
' 


a 


Inside Stuf—Lesit = 


| Competitors from Coast were entered in the recent play competitions 
sponsored by the Hollywood-backed Bureau of New Plays and the National 
Service Bureau, an arm of the WPA theatre project. There were 159 
seripts submitted for the former, approximately 750 in the latter. WPA-er 
offered a lesser prize and did not carry scholastic limitations. 
,_ One of the three winners in the Bureau of New Plays contest was 
Helene Hanff, of Philadelphia, who last season was secretary of the Robin 
Hood Dell concerts in that city. After submitting a story, Miss Hanff was 
advised by Leah Salisbury, New York play agent, that the yarn lacked 
dramatic punch. She secured support from her family for a year and 
devoted her efforts to playwrighting, coming out with a $1,500 fellowship 
Her first story, ‘All You Do Is Wave a Stick,’ about an onrchestra con- 
ductor, is reported being considered by Columbia and Paramount. 
National Service Bureau also announced the winners of its contest last 
week. George Savage, English instructor and teacher of playwrighting 
and the allied theatre arts at the Univ. of Washington, was awarded $250. 
Cash for the awards was put up by individual members of the Dramatists’ 
Guild. Winning script is guaranteed a production by the WPA theatre. 











First time for a WPA show to receive four-star rating in the N. Y. Daily 
News went to ‘Prologue to Glory,’ which opened Thursday (17) at the 
Maxine Elliott, N. Y. Burns Mantle, News critic, wrote a defiantly lauda- 
tory notice. None of the season’s commercial hits received more than 
‘Glory’ is one of the few relief pro- 
ductions covered by all the first stringers on the first night, but it was un- 
opposed and the only opening last week. 
| Several reviewers covered ‘Haiti,’ colored cast drama at the Lafayette, 
Harlem, N. Y. Brooks Atkinson (N. Y. Times) shot the works in favor of 
that drama, review being comparable to Mantle’s on ‘Glory’ in point of 
praise. 


Following her appearance in ‘Whiteoaks’ in London, Ont., Ethel Barrvy- 
more was last week given an editorial roasting by the Gazette, under- 
graduate publication of the Univ. of Western Ontario. After conceding 
that the star is a ‘great actress’ and that she gave a ‘wonderful perform- 
Ex- 
| plained that the reporters merely ‘sent in a list of simple questions which 


| would have required that she only write yes or no four or five times” 


Stated the questions had to do with the value of college dramatics as 
| training for the professional stage. 

Editorial concluded with the statement that Miss Barrymore ‘is a greater 
actress than she is a woman.’ 





Actors visiting the Guthrie McClintic office last week were given type- 
written slips listing the ‘conservative’ candidates for the nominating com- 
mittee to be elected at last Friday’s (18) meeting. Producer’s wife, Kath- 
arine Cornell, is understood to be sympathetic to the conservative group. 
But Burgess Meredith, acting Equity prez and identified with the ‘radical’ 

faction, is featured in the McClintic-produced ‘The Star Wagon.’ 

Pointed out that McClintic’s action in passing out the slips could not be 
| considered electioneering by an ‘outsider,’ since the producer is also a 
member of Equity in good standing, having begun his stage career as an 
actor and retained his membership in the association. 





New ampitheatre holding 1,600 persons, most of whom will be seated at 
tables, will be laid out on the old quarry, site of the Maverick Festivals at 
Woodstock, N. Y., in the Catskills. It is to be used by the Maverick Co- 
operative, sponsor of the Maverick theatre (a straw-hatter). 

In addition to outdoor theatrical performances, the lessee will present 
a little symphony orchestra, directed by John Lynes, in a series of weekly 
concerts during the summer. Last year the Maverick theatre had an 1l- 
week season, on a Thursday-through-Sunday schedule. Robert Elwyn was 
director. 

Woodstock is an art and literary center. 


. 





| 

| There are seven or eight persons in on ‘Schoolhouse On The Lot,’ which 
| Philip Dunning presented at the Ritz, N. Y., last night (Tuesday). In 
| addition to the producer, they include Milton Shubert (for Lee Shubert), 
George Jessel, Carl Fisher, Charles Washburn and Charles Harris. Latter 
' three are in the office shared by Dunning with George Abbott, but the 
| latter is not ‘in” 

| Play is a comedy concerning schooling of picture kids in the Hollywood 
| studios. 





| 
John Pollock, veteran agent now out ahead of ‘The Women,’ is running 
'for Congress again from the Eighth New Jersey district on the G. O. P. 
| ticket. He won out in the primaries for a seat in Washington at last elec- 
| tion, but lost in the general election by less than 1,000 votes. Although 
‘his son is city editor of a Hudson, N. J., daily, he says he doesn’t expect 
| any support in that corner because sheet is owned by Frank Hague, Jersey's 
Democratic boss. P.a. is a brother of Channing Pollock. He was formerly 
mayor of Leonia, on the Jersey side. 





| Reason for the indicated split between Charles L. Wagner and Merle 
Armitage, Coast showman who stranded ‘Porgy and Bess,’ appears to have 
started over ‘Lady Precious Stream,” done out there also by Armitage. 
That would explain Wagner's repudiation of his guarantee to Equity on 
behalf of Armitage. 

Stranding tossed responsibility of bringing back the troupe in Equity’s 
| lap. Some of the company are not due back until a concert date is played. 





Cecilia Loftus, who returns to impersonations which won her attention 
in this country, opens in a series of Sunday nights at the Little, N. Y., 
starting March 27. She is under the management of William Doll, a press 
agent, and Bernard Hart. 

Hart is a brother of Moss Hart. 
and other shows. 


He was stage manager of ‘The Women’ 





Flock of changes made by George Abbott in cast of ‘Brother Rat’ playing 
Pittsburgh last week, with producer yanking several players back to New 
York for roles in his next show, high school comedy by Clifford Goldsmith. 

| Eddie Bracken, who had lead in ‘Rat’ on road all season, was paged for 
role in new play and so were Jean McCoy and Gary Merrill. Replacing 
them were Edwin Phillips, Lorna Beaton and Tom Ewell, 





James Barton, star of ‘Tobacco Road,’ now in its fifth year at the For- 
rest, N. Y., is now so much at home that he and Mrs. Barton have set up 
housekeeping backstage. Even to the Venetian blinds, a telephone and 
shower bath, It’s a holiday for them when they go out to their Hollis, 
L. L, home each night, 








FAWCETT FTP MGR. 

Los Angeles, March 

Howard Fawcett has moved 
the Federal Theatre Project's Holly- 


Woodcliff Strawhat 
Woodcliff Players, new summer 
stock company, will start a 15-week 
season at Woodcliff Amusement 
Park, one mile north of Poughkeep- 
| sie, May 21, Only new plays are 
| planned for production in a theatre 


| seating more than 400, 
| Lee Broadhurst is general manager. 


9? 


ane 


into 


wood Playhouse as house manage! 

He replaces Bert Garrett, who has 
been transferred to the L.A. Mayan. 
also FTP., as day manager. 
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fitough the iaicareementte-||  Cohan’s Status Paid Prez, WPA and SAG Issues 
wee! , Cague I New OrkK . ° 
Theatres (producers) and the The- een List Includes ‘Right,’ ‘Pins,’ 
atrical Manager, Agents and Treas- Injection of George M. Co- ‘Hoora Ys” ‘Borrowed,’ } 
irers 1n1o! s still f 1egotiatio han’s am ito ti tors’ ; ° ‘ ' 

TMAT insisted - ton tae Seemes Sensi pong ae a = = ‘Susan,’ ‘Boy,’ ‘Our Town,’ Gillmore at Meeting First real test of strength in the 
as of Monday (21). Sessions were out the siars consent He was ‘Shadow,’ ‘Take wy ‘Road’ . oe tees oe — - —K 
held Friday and Saturday (18-19) asked by an actress if he is op- . Frank Gillmore attended last pani . oo pihatedeemnateasig lind 
in an effort to complete the work, posed to Communism in the —Four Figured Strong Friday's (18) Actors Equity — last week by the conservative: 
but the committees were still at it theatre and replied in the af- || Enough to Hold Well Into Assn. meeting at the Astor pena apa regency ni 
early this week. Length of the firmative, not realizing that the ' —_ hotel, N. Y. For the first time i Ne ge eg a hers 
agreement was the principal hitch, query might be used in connec- | the Fall—Dearth of Com- in the history of the associa- peg ie te a agence. ae Rare ois 
as the document submitted contains tion with Equity and its factions. edies a Factor tion he viewed the session meng ote sien gece Toe 
over 100 proposed clauses. His name was subsequently in- —— from the floor. He was invited prev snanailieg heen me cted ‘in a pi 

Portion of the contract pertaining cluded in a list of players cail- ‘. to occupy the platform, but de- cutaiice: eae . a oy me as- 
to press agents again occupied most ing on so-called conservatives STARS VACATIONS clined. He sat with Katharine a ren 
of the time, with some concessions to oppose alleged radicals in the ; : Cornell and hi daughter, Action occurred at a membershiy 
made by the union end. That was|] association. Margalo Gillmore meeting at the Astor hotel N. Y., last 
desired rather than have the points Cohan has not participated in Broadway's legit list, as of March Gillmore As honorary presi- Peg ee (18). Feeling an on 
at issue go to arbitration, While the || any of the recent agitation over 15, includes 10 shows figured likely dent of Equity, having re- si as . la col pan hip had been 
minimum for p.a.’s remains $150 per Mauity sliaina We te Ob & hae to hold over into the summer. Four signed his active duties to head oe age up over C sal Bes that radi« als 
week, the ‘institutional’ rate is $125|]| per of the association, having of that number are rated strong the Associated Actors and ae ee Preset ell seeki1 s tw 
for the second or each subsequent at- fought Equity during the actors’ enough to run through into next Artistes of America. ney ee Re ult 
traction. strike of 1919, when as an ac- fall, “fe . , parka enmenee at _an 

That applies to offices where the || tor-manager he was in partner- | Included in the 10 are seven rhein usiness session in many 
same showman produces more than | ship with Sam H. Harris. Cohan straight shows and three musicals. RISMAN NI N sae 7 , n - 
one attraction, but if the productions || wos head of the Actors Fidelity || Indications are not as clear this sea- | _ | f “ve gi = Srequenty complained 
are by another management the $150 League, now inactive but never |son as normally, however, because | k Bree : interest among the mem- 
rate applies. Assistants or asso- officially disbanded. He is one of general business conditions and | sap . a - are Tee a mewee 
ciates are to be paid by the agent | of the “few players exempted | the type of the season’s successes. | | UP we ~ meeting, necessitating re- 
at the rate of $75 and $100, according rg Pepe Equity | ‘ld Rather Be Right’ Alvin, and| | moving the session from an upstairs 

i to the number of show handled. J = re ‘Pins and Needles.’ Labor Stage, are ;room to the main ballroom of the 





Managerial end received another j} hotel. Because of the attendance, 


the two most favored musicals, with $ 2S 
concession on the p.a. regulations | ¢ 9 ‘Hooray for What,’ Winter Garden, : vole tained eek ee at cai Mae 
whereby the agent, instead of being ia doubtful possibility. Of the | headquarters by a sasial committee 


paid for three weeks in advance of straig < Is seve +. ; a 
| traight shows, the seven strong [here were 774 ballots counted, in- 
| 
' 


the opening, will get a salary for est ¢ our ‘ a Fe : 
Pp Saget a ee est are figured to be ‘On Borrowed —- | dicating that more than half those 
only two weeks. That is usual on Time, Longacre; ‘Susan and God | present were ineligible t t ith 
an . ’ ‘ : “oP . : : g | prese el igible to vote, either 
Broadway, but some showmen 'Plymouth; ‘Golden Boy,’ Belasco; Dispute with the New York local i ae ™ Soret teca kes 
wanted the privilege of engaging Wee Suen? Be Pigg ’ abs | being back in dues, juniors or in 
s ag 9 | ur Town,’ Morosco, and ‘Shadow | 802, musicians union, was given as| WPA. Tellers voided 26 votes, 
| 


press agents one week in advance of and Substance,’ Plymouth. Also ; a Ba eee 
the debut. Declared, however, that : the reason for the closing of ‘Who's | leaving the actual total 748. Craven 











|} there are ‘You Can’t Take It With | 





limitation did not afford time enough | You,’ Booth, and ‘Tobacco Road,’ | Who’ last Saturday (19), Issue was eg — ped gh + oni ony 
for advance work. But if a pro- | Forrest, from previous seasons, |; over the number of musicians re- Sehatanel of in cena aiimaia i 
ducer wishes to do his own press | One of the elements that may/quired in the pit for the revue. | ceived 190 votes and most of the 
work it is okay, not using a p.a. One —— | affect the holdover chances of most | Show, which was slated to move | others received less than 100 

or two managers say they will so act. : : _ |shows listed is the question of | from the Hudson, N. Y., to the Wind-| More than the conservative victory 
Suggestion that the producer have| Labor Stage, formerly the Princess, | nether leading players stick or in-| sor on Monday (21) was presented | itself, the decisive nature of the 


smallest Broadway legit theatre, 
will be equipped with a cooling sys- 
tem at a cost of $10,000. ‘Pins and | 


the privilege of engaging a p.a. on 
the basis of one week prior to 
premiere and paying a bonus if the 
show is a success was tabled. Needles’ is currently running there. 
Mild Dissension Spot has been abandoned for amuse- 

League’s committee claimed to | ment purposes until a year ago when 
have taken the ascension of TMAT | the International Ladies’ Garment 
in good grace, but desired an agree- | Workers union first planned a series 
ment equitable to the union and at | of labor propaganda plays, only to 


sist on vacations. Some of the| by Leonard Sillman and Elsa Max-|result was considered significant in 
strongest presentations went off the | well, but Sam H. Grisman, who ope- | view of the coming election. Fact 
boards during the last couple of | rates both houses, was heavily in-| that the Hollywood membership of 
summers when names took vaca-, volved in the production, Equity will vote in the annual 
tions, Among such shows were ‘Vic- | After securing concessions in other | election in June is figured to throw 
toria Regina’ (Helen Mayes) and | departments, Grisman refused the | an even greater advantage to the 
‘Idiot’s Delight’ «Lunts). 'union’s demand that 18 men be re- | conservatives, since the film end has 
Another factor possibly counting | quired in the pit, same number as/in the past been overwhelmingly in 
is eens Gene tot bendineelnn | ets op Wik te freak ‘Pink ba. in the candidates Tunning through | originally contracted for. Manager favor of that side. Added factor this 
‘ showmen too heavily. Managerial | Cast was recruited from the union. the hot werner is the dearth of sought to reduce the number. He | €lection is that a strong effort is be- 
end argued that the regulations for | Show costs little to operate and fs | Comedies among the season's crop | contended that not as many men/|ing made to swing the vote even 
boxoffice people might result in| turning in excellent profits, with | of successes. Not nearly as many were necessary at the Windsor and | more than usual against the younger 
hardship for ticket sellers, prin- | grosses that approximate about $9,000 a shows have clicked this sea- argued that under the tentative | element. 

cipally the rule that the staffs once | weekly. That is possible through |£0" 9S last. Summer visitors to rules, theatres with 1,000 or less Uprising a Surprise | 
selected must remain at designated | the use of a number two company, |Broadway may not flock to the | seating capacity (such as the Wind- Stated in some Equity circles that 
Saniieel dam tn atneeee. which goes on Sunday afternoons | so-called intellectual plays as they | Sor), do not come under the union the liberals will ask for one repre- 
Instance cited was the chance of | and evenings. Sometimes there is a | NOFmally do to comedies. However, | minimum of 16 men that applies to | sentative ticket pledged to a continu- 
any theatre being dark most of the | performance wedged in between|there is still a chance that the | larger houses, jation of the present policies of the 
season, thereby keeping the b.o. | matinee and night, during the week. | SPMN& will introduce a standout! yfanager and the union conferred association, This policy is defined 
comedy or two. | several times during the summer re- | 25 meaning continued support of the 


people idle. Suggested that either Players in the first company are ; 
Spe arr ; | gardi li atres t Coffee-Pepper Bill, continued auton- 
the treasurer or assistant be amen- | members of Equity but that does not Few Laugh Getters amg & Fubg Ser Mieatres, but Ne! Oe of Equity in the four A’s, con- 


* 4 ‘ ‘ . ‘0 roup. likewise | ae ei 4) | contract was formally entered jnto. | a 
a oc con il eta geo nn tr aa oes me ot eee FS ee of real | However the ii-mea rule for musi- | tinuation of policies carried on by 
1e suggestions, however, lest the | recruited from tne S : PS | jJaugh-getters, ‘You Can't Take It . Equity insurgents in the past four 








producers possibly play favorites, of the garment industry. Equity | with You’ takes precedence to play | C4! Shows was conceded for houses years. Also will ask a pledge that 
Labor committee for the mana-| did not seek membership from the! through another summer. It may | °VeT the 1,000-seat limit. unity, shall be a reality ‘in Equity 

gers was unable to change the | ‘Pins’ people. That was their OWN a)cg carry ‘Room Service’ (Cort)| ‘Who’ was on the verge of folding | further stated that if this reassur- 

union’s closed-shop stand and there | idea. ; along with it. ‘Tobacco Road’ is un- | a4nyway, but Grisman figured on con-| anee jis not forthcoming, it will be 
ve ’ . aw . sines i s at capacity anc senintal ar P mers m; { i g wi -educe Tr; g cost a is 

were further protests over house | Business continues at ap » predictable and its owners may still t nuing with reduced operating cost necessary to put a separate ticket in 


and company manager rules. How- | ads are sometimes yanked from the pave the satisfaction of fulfilling | Equity conceded new contracts with | 
ever, starting this week a house and | dailies on the grounds there are nO {their prediction of staying into the most of the cast to get $40 weckly, | 
company manager for each legit | tickets available. World's Fair period. except those whose salaries were | 
theatre and presentation are to be Rating of ‘Right’ is obvious. It is, higher than $50. For such poopie | 
engaged. Minimum for both in New holding to the forecast made soon that was to be the minimum. There | 


e 6,0 e 
York with company managers get- Vinton Freedley, Jr., after opening, that it would gross | were 31 men in the crew, but eight | Critics Circle Award 


ting $150 on the road. $1.000.000 on Broadway. Show is|stagehands were to be dropped, as 


‘ven erm . Jw in its 20h week, and passed | provided for in the four-week perio To Be Decided April 
Some of the detay 1n completing Benchley in Stude Show — B.-A nl sec fee 4 “oe — c or in the four-week period | 0 CCl e pr 18 


the sessions is reported to have been 
occasioned by the presence of Wil- —_—- disaffection on the playing end Grisman said that 150 people were | 


the field. 
Uprising of the conservatives op- 
(Continued on page 58) 








liam Klein, the Shubert lawyer, Boston. March 22. | could stop ‘Right’ going through the affected. Neither the Hudson nor Annual prize play-picking season 
} a ° . 3 “ - ro: ‘ rea jo ct v.1 c Tiy cor e1nall ne 6 a cfr: ’ = 
Who attended after his associate, Hasty Pudding Club of Harvard summer, as the draw 1 till feeling Windsor usually has an orchestra | wij} get under way April 18 when 
nu: a = eet) _ ‘ si ¢ } ~~ nese Ar. ‘ } ne age ¢ _ a ‘ m bs ~ 
Milton R. Weinberger, withdrew and | qj] open its 1938 show, ‘So Proudly the effects of the record press at and the penalty wage of $100 per ! the Critics Circle. of New York. will 
> 7 . " . “Clee ch i } t the Rep Y "VY oY » werd raw ne . . 
left town. Klein was supposed | we Hail,’ in Cambridge at the club- cores 1 the show prior to the pre- music ig applied, several drawing | name its award. Indications are 
merely to sit in, but said he was un- house. March 29, and bring it into ™ ere. over that scale. It is another in- that the opinions of the reviewers 
familiar with the clauses and sought 3oston (Copley) March 31. Wide publ city attended and a ie of the musicians and dcck- | are just as much diversified as last 
€xplanations. ‘Names’ in the works this vear in- tinues for ‘Pins,’ one of the season’s hands being paid more than the ac- | c¢ ason, with at least three critics 
i sWVail TC i! Lil . ; f, ° 1 } - . =e rin. +, . Thor ‘The —— i 9 ite’ ’ _ 
Although the agreement was not clude Vinton Freedley, Jr. and freaks. Housed in the former Prin When ‘The Cradlje Will Rock’ | having committed themselves on 
® ~ c uA *} Ws c oy} tly ni ger ryint he lin . ae 
in finished form, covering documents | Nathaniel Benchley, son of Robert © mien ‘ ligh am enlarged played the Windsor, 10 mus:cians | ‘Of Mice and Men.” Drama ot 
sal ’ . ae wn | C300 ent t looks ] » 3 re had to | snegde alihouch y we 38 
were sent members of the league | Benchley. Between the girlie dance 00 ats? msteias ~ ot ad to be engaged, alihoush not used. | f§eured to qualify for the Pulitzer 
aac . s ‘ _ ‘ rm y . ‘ord oO ‘ 1 , ‘ Cam hn on $ e? ene : = P , 
late last week for individual sig- | routines, the boys will aim to roa ing 40! immer, according to) Music for that show is played on! prize which | be ed late 
7 od ’ ee : gency . "he nternation: nine es , for he cry $ 
natures. That seemed to irk some cafe society and the New D ie me i Phe International pian ) a alled for in the rip Viice’ drew the hest t of ytice 
showmen, although had been agreed a Garment Workers union revue's lim- ‘ ; ip to the date of its debut. ‘S ‘ 
upon . ’ ted capacity creates a trong ticket d Substance  mentio; 
= Grant Mitchell’s Farm gemana. DESERT PLAYSHOP Seodligt — 
- . - a . its a p I To! » nod ¢ ' 
P! delvt March 22 First week of spr.ng started Mon Palm Springs, March 22 crit 
* nlia IpNia, wilarCil <4 s a. 4 ’ . ‘ i 
Stander’s Play Grant Mitchell, actor, and MM ee i S0NE ew pECoenia D — — hop a ~ On Borrowed Time Our T 
i} - : = . } Im wife of the travel 1 ! [ ailv the final quarter: of fanizea nere DY John Me Viann and — ‘ nd Cod’ are ne 
onel Stander S 1 New York Burton Jolmes ane 3 : the ‘ or s «neckled with odds and Allan Wells for the oduction of ¢ rae la ies, z 
On vacation id hopes to interest lecturer, were nam¢ d | enciarle a , : eg aged onion or ao "ag | Ute both} m a 
, M: - . - a ; 7 41 1 ent Ss Davi € ( ine Gratila ew Ol vi } erie of play with ‘A Wor an of Paths Be Right + hye ‘ 
lax Gordon in a production of a in ine will of ™ oe ! " or 4 . ‘ : . , i ’ Oo ' P c 
) - . ihe . ‘ ; ¢ P ‘ ent P ' { CK. Tr} eason tinere nReLY Thirt' by Jack Preston and Jc f ‘ t tag eo? rc c - 
legit play titled ‘The Eagle.’ written socialite widow of a prominent Pniiy | hit aan ; ed rt er col ev 
} : on , pf ‘ on ‘Crh f an I pro- saSKY, « scheduied as the ¢ uine ¢ nin tha -amm itt 
Dy Arthur Rudd and Paul Jarrico, architect. ; t , toot gy apts 
I Lua alc aul dati ’ : ” . 1 Feb. 1. left Guction ar | e average incoming raiser, P mien / Be aes" 
Screen ser < Mrs. Davis, who died . ¢ ‘ $ ‘ “— a — , 
: pters 5 / ws ‘ r the ne ( hn ¢ 9) ] Tt! ac ( 
Actor w Inv if | Mitchell < Kansa far Z 1 wwirs. a | e ¢ are ( rine rs first ' 
‘ or would have role in play MUCHEM a ( ¢ “te a 
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WPA Reviews 


PROLOGUE TO GLORY 


$1.00 top 


Comedy-drama in two acts by be r 
Conkle. resented by Federal Theatre. 
Staged by La Buleakov. At the Maxin 
Bick om 


March 17, ‘ss; 


Abe T.incoln. .. Stephen Courtleigt 
benny chee bekeneee ..Jimmie Ladon 
Pom Lincoln... cccececceceees John West 
Denton Out ....-eeeees Paul Byron 
Surah Lincoln. ....+-eee cere .. Lida STOW 
Kimory Potter Ltobert Robson 
Mentor Graham. .ceeeeeeeeees Rebert: Lowe 
1) > Vanee Jaime Housten 
Bert Gumm..cccceces Hlerbert poms 
, ... Geerge Cowe 
—Z pete aces ab ‘ oe oe 
Ne. Atl :. , Ho ni Luckler 
ann M : Rutledg ‘ Ann RKutledse 
s4nire Bowlin (7reen.... Tom Morrison 
! '' Armstrong htoderick Mayly« 
Bill ClaTy...eece F a james Bradlcieh 
ine Yom Greenway 
seer oscars jh co 
tone John MeNults 
rihb ‘ se Arthur W Sha eit 
Hehe Seyimoul \l lmiuds 
‘ F Frank Nortal 
ae Omnstott Teer ..- Robert Toms 
Others Elizabeth Bilencova, Isabel 
Keichtley Charles Henderson Hartan 
Knight, Frank McKinney, Jean Nelson, 
Krank Eldred, Josephine Fox, Ch irles Bur- 
rows, Winifred Crawford, Sharon Stephcors, 
Elizabeth Widmer, Violette Villiers, Blanche 
Neweomb, Joan Flicker, Wilbur Cox, Kitty 
Coscriff, Philip C. Jones, Robert Miller, 
lillian Shrewsbury, Gustave Gordon, Wil- 
liam Phelps Clara Marsh, Al Durand, 
Giavdon Hamilton, Carl Robinson, Sidney 
Williams, Lawrence O'Brien Harkin 
Korig! Robert Lowe, Frank Bhired 
Charles Henderson Edwin Platt, Louts 
Hallett Inmes Kennedy, Edith Anste 
June \ 1, Patricia Ramsey, Harry Math- 
jas, Samuel Van Dyke, Leon C rlker 
There is probably a good play 


somewhere about Abraham Lincoln 
in his formative years, but ‘Prologue 
to Glory’ is not the work. As a 
WPaAer, it is meritorious though 
hardly warranting the exuberance 
of some first nighters. 

Author E. P. Conkle gave flashes 
of the possibilities, such as young 
Lincoln’s sense of humor. Had he 
emphasized that feature instead of 
the nero’s tragic first romance with 
Ann Rutledge, he would have turned 
out a much more effective script. 
First half of the play in particular 
is better theatre than the last, which 
is rather mournful. 


‘Prologue’ does supply a new stage | 


version of Lincoln as the gangling 
rail splitter. 


ing his prowess as a wrestler, well 
staged. Part of the village champion 
promises to figure in the story but 
it is virtually ignored. 
for other characters, 
are many, as usual, with WPA plays. 


Nearly 60 are cast, but not all have | 


lines. 

Play tells the story of Lincoln’s 
first job as clerk in a New Salem, IIL., 
grocery store, which doesn’t do se 
well. 
proves no favor because the shop 
fails and Lincoln is saddled with the 
debts. 
deteat as candidate for the legisla- 
ture are colorful and interesting. 

Romantic angle links Lincoln to the 
personable Rutledge girl, who fires 
him with ambition. In the end she 
dies of the ‘milk sickness,’ a plague 
mentioned several times and also re- 
ferred to as the ‘trembles.’ Her ill- 
ness interrupts his stump speaking 
and the death almost results in his 
return to the farm. Dissuaded, the 
curtain finds young Lincoln strid- 
ing for Springfield and ultimate fame 
with a copy of Blackstone under his 
arm. 

Credited with making the presen- 
tation werthy of critical attention 
are James R. Ullman, formerly a 
legit producer, and particularly Leo 


Bulgakov, who directed. Morris 
Ankrum produced, this being the 


third production under George Kon- 
dolf, who came from Chicago to take 
over direction in New York. 
Stephen Courtleigh, of stage par- 
ents, as Lincoln, responds to the in- 
telligent staging. Tall, young man 
may go on to more profitable en- 
gagements. Ann Rutledge, said to be 


descended from original, is a sweet- | 


faced girl. Roderick Maybee is the 
village champ before the hero forces 
him into eclipse. 

A number of types and atmosphere 
people help considerably to give this 
homely biographical play certain ele- 
ments of authenticity, yet it seems 


like a missed chance rather than fin- | 


ished writing. Ibee. 


AMERICAN WING 


Salem, Macs., March 20. 


Drama in three acts by Talbot Jennings 


ented by the Massachusetts Federal 
Theatr Project. Staged by Arthur Riteh 
Seeners, Paul Cadorette, Herbert Fish, 
Thomas Dehiushia At the Empire, Salem, 
Mass.; 550 Lop. 
Gilbert Browne... 
Ann, his wife..... NPE: Louise Kirtland | 
histhop Winthrop B-owne.... Frank Vhoma 
Jerrs errr. Arthur Ttarrs 
ee 8, Joseph Wilson 
Hester Taomis.cesccccccces Emma lbeWeale 
Rebert Morton........- ..William Wrishi 


‘American Wing,’ three-act, 


scene drama by Talbot Jennings 


premiered by Massachusetts Federal 
worthy 
piece of writing and fairiy cries out 


Theatre Project here, is a 


for professional production. 


Bright, sturdy threads in the dis- 


tinguished whole cloth include 


This young stringbean | 
strong man is first exhibited prov- 


That goes | 
of whom there | 


He is made a partner, which | 


Scenes of his campaign and | 


*tup to 


realistic, plausible, interesting char- 
acters, and through it all substantial, 
valid dialog. 

Gilbert Browne, a nationally fa- 
mous financier, with a rich New 
“neland family background, hires a 
young wriier to write about his an- 
cestry. brought up to date, which 
‘will serve as publicity for a project- 
ed gigantic land-grab he is attempt- 
ing to push through Congress. 
lert Morton, the brilliant young man 
hired for the literary job, turns out 
to be not only annoyingly independ- 


lent in his word-painting of the fam- 
ily tree, but is also Mrs. Browne's 
flame of college days. 

A most convincing love scene 1s 
written into the second act, plus an 
nteresting debate between Morton 
and the bishop on religion and di- 
vores. Browne loses his wife to 


| Morton. and in a final grand gesture 
hands over all the family documents 
ito Morton, so latter 
awn completely candid saga. 

While some of the players had not 
familiarized themselves with their 
llines at the opening, they were all 


lwell cast. William Wright, as_ the 
principled writer, is outstanding. 


louise Kirtiand as the wife, Frank 
/Thomas as the Bishop and tycoons 
‘yrother: Joseph Wilson as a Wash- 
ngton politician, and Ramon Green- 
lieaf as the financier, sustain interest. 


Fox. 


‘THIS PRETTY WORLD 


Denver, March 20. 
Drama in three acts (8 scenes) by Con- 
verse Tyler resented by the Federal The- 
Project Directed by Michael Andrew 
Slane Settings, C. Gilbert Erickson; 
i} tumes. Kthel Thompson, Myrtle Chur« hill. 
| At the Baker, Denver; 40c, top 


| 
| 


H t 
cos- 


Me BIOIO oc ana c 60 0dede weed Adele Bradford | 
PM. Habe. icc cccdesvcscsssece William Burt 
Doris Haley... race McCumber 
Bud Haley......ceceecs .Edward Sanchez 
Jim Ellis Earl Cooper 
Dot Ellis Isobel Corbett 
|} Paul Roeci eee ee Serer. f. Ted Davis 
Detectives.... Don Naylor, Al Metzler 
| Warden vee bre Cad a oe Arthur Foster 
Chaplain ‘ re Pe tickard Tracy 
Warden's secretary. Dorothea Thorpe 
| Nurse Eleanor Higgins 
ee” SPE Eee eee TE or rere. Arless Lafferty 


miered here, is the best cast of any 
j of the WPA plays to be presented 
| here this season. 


a family, its existence on the dole, 
| and the ensuing problerns arising as 


a result of the accompanying dis- 
|} contentment. 
Grace McCumber, Isobel Corbett, 


Edward Sanchez and 
| carry the burden acceptably. 


Yiddish Plays 
|" THE LITTLE TAILOR 


(IN YIDDISH) 


two acts by Louis Freiman. 
Menasha Skulnik and Joseph 
Hturnshinsky. Staged by Leib Kadison,. Stars 
Skulnik. Music, Rumshinsky. Lyrics, Isa- 
der Lillian; dances, Marty Baratz. At 2nd 
Avenue theatre, N. Y¥., March 11, °38; §2.20 
Top. 

meeaere: TRAUEIM. «< 6.0.0:606:6:00-0 Isaac Lipinsky 





Musical tn 
Produced by 





cee eas Edith 


Peddler 


Sam Levin 
Policeman 


..-Charlle Cronin 


| Malke.. ..Annie Thomashefsky 
- _ SEFOPEROEET EC TP Cree ...Goldie Fisman 
ey EE ee TT OT Menasha Skulnik 
Bennie. P b\ 606404806004 Vicki Marcus 
| Rivkah ae rer eer ree Sarah Skulnik 
i Jultus Rosenhelon -+s.e+-Moses Feder 
| SAT SEG GE Sh Fania Rubina 
| Bernard. Cccoeseccccsecces May Basats 
| BONO 556656 5. ccdneweuedieses rere Anna Loeb 
' LS SS eee Eisman 
| 
| 





| Menasha Skulnik’s latest starring 
| vehicle isn’t as good as his past ef- 
forts. Runs from the sublime to the 
scicus but it should sell, 


' produced, are shrewd purveyors of 
| Yiddish entertainment. Rumshinsky, 
| who also wrote the music, is also not 
|at his best, while the singing is or- 
dinary. 
| Romance, mother love, religion 
_and crime are indifferently stretched 
in a hodge-podge show. Vicki Mar- 
| cus, doing fairly well as the boy, 
| helps. And like most shows of this 
kind, American patter is indiscrim- 
| inately used for laughs. 
| The book is about a feather-brained 
tailor’s assistant (Skulnik), who 
_laves the daughter (Goldie Eisman) 
| of his eccentric employer (Isaac Lip- 
jinsky). The tailor’s wife is a com- 
mon scold, and a boisterously ill- 
| mannered woman. As played by 
Annie Thomashefsky, the part is just 
a big noise. The wife urges her 


...Ramon Greenlear , daughter to land the law student, 
Marty Baratz, who hardly measures 


the role. 
jilts the girl, 

There is 
; love and 


When the student 
also play 
religion. Skulnik is 


., mk offs to jail to take a rap for him 
The kid is adopted by 
couple. 
‘really the kid’s long lost mama. 

Much of the situation has 


.} Goldie Eisman plays 


processed love triangle, a group of 


Rob- | 


can write his | 


Loosely knit plot deals with life of | 


Earl Cooper | 


for | 
Skulnik and Joseph Rumshinsky, who | 


Skulnik reclaims her. 
upon mother 
the 
foster father of a growing boy who 
four- | has kleptomaniacal tendencies. Skul- | 


a wealthy 
When Skulnik is released he | 
reveals that the wealthy woman is 


; been 
a overdrawn and the action padded. | An interior set is far superior to both | 


tropical social theme, an intelligently s earnestly and i outdoor 





LEGITIMATE — 





with spirit. 
the role of tailor he plays here, 
| doesn’t change much. He's the same 
| little, jumpy henpeck. 


} 
Fania Rubina, Anna Loeb, Sarah | 


Skulnik and Moses Feder are stand- 
bys in supporting roles. But, as a 
rule, good acting is mixed with bad, 
and costumes are indifferent. — Stag- 
| ing is off and sets crude. Shan. 


| 

| COMEDIANT’N 
| (‘The Jesters’) 

(IN YIDDISH) 


; | 
Lipinsky, as a rabbi or 





| 


| Comedy in three acts by Joseph Tunkel 
Produced = by the Folksbiene (People's 
Stage), syonsored by the Workmen's Cir- 
cle Directed by James Shigorin. Music, | 
Pola Kadisen lances, Pauline Kanor At | 
the Nora Kayes, N. ¥., March 13, °38; $1.65 
top 

R’ Vavehe Tickeltoib Michael Predmest 
Karolina Sarah Stabinowitz 
Lucy Bronta Newman 
Welvele Pravnick Rubin Aurnow 
Hershel Jacob Rosenblum 

| Razel Anna Traub 
Motel Joshua Zeldis 
Medershpritz Hyman Zoner 
Longer Yul Herman Scherartz 
Grober Yud -_Max Polla 
First Doctor Max Strahl | 
Secand Doctor Abe Buker 


Bodchen 


Louis Beck 





Workmen’s Circle, long one of the 


|prime movements behind the im- 
provement of social and working 
|conditions of the Yiddish laborer, 


has dropped the tools of its craft for 
its annual venture into the realm of 
the theatre. 


In coming up with ‘Comediant'n,’ a 


comedy that assumes farcical pro- 
portions, the thespic group of the 
Circle, the Folksbiene (People’s 
| Stage), gives an entertaining per- 


formance that 
thing on 


compares with any- 
the professional Yiddish 


| stage. ; 
| Group occupies itself during the 
week with its craft, but dons the 


| Sreasepaint on Sundays, matinee and | 44q Miss Philips plays as though she 


evening, for an indefinite period. Re- 
{ceive no compensation for their the- 
|atrical services, except expenses. 
Play deals with a trouve of un- 
employed thespians and their tribu- 
\lations with a determined landlord. 
Subsequent solutions, paced by the 
ubiquitous Joshua Zeldis, afford 
amusing | situations. Zeldis and 
| Anna Traub handle the romantic 
|parts capably. Other excellent per- 
‘formances are turned in by Michael 
| Predmest, Sara Rabinowitz, Bronia 
; Newman and Jacob Rosenblum. 
Direction by James Shigorin is 


‘This Pretty World.’ world-eee- | alenuste. but music and dances by 


|Pola Kadison and Pauline Kanor, 
respectively, aren’t particularly dis- 
tinctive. 


Play Out of Town 


| 


THE SEA GULL 


‘ Boston, March 21. 
| Tragedy in four acts by Anton Chekhov, 
| translated from the Russian by Stark 
Young Presented by The Theatre Guild, 
|} Directed by Robert Milton Settings, cos- 
tumes, Robert Edmond Jones, At the 
| Colonial, Boston, March 21, "38; $2.20 top. 
; Irina ccc crcccecccceee Lynn Fontanne 
| Constantine....ccccceees .. Richard Whort 
Bo See Sydney Greenstrect 
eet Oe POT COCO 0ae ccesdese Uta Hagen 
Shamreyeh. .sccsies errr y .. Harold Moffet 
| PMG. 4 cc caiene veer eee eer Edith King 
je re eosees+.. Margaret Webster 
f RON soo cect sc ceweseccswessceen -Alfred Lunt 
PreeGe THEW. .cscseensevcias Tofiin Barclay 
Semyon Medvedenke....... O. Z. Whitehead 
RON 6 6604400005 54045000014 145 ee 
fo reer eee seeeseee eS. Thomas Gomez 
Housernmids—Jacqueline Paige, Ernestine 


Ye Becker, 


Theatre Guild revival of ‘The Sea 
Gull,’ brought here for a week’s en- 
gagement, is a rich theatrical ex- 
perience and yet apparently not a 
{big box office draw. Estimable play- 
|ers under laudable direction by Rob- 
|}ert Milton skillfully mould the seri- 
/ous Chekhov characters and make 
|them live and die realistically. But 
| the old-school problem play of as- 
| sorted thwarted souls is not the sort 
| of stuff that the mass of modern the- 
|} atregoers will buy. 

It will delight most Lunt fans be- 
cause again Alfred Lunt and Lynn 
Fontanne demonstrate their almost 
limitless versatility. Chekhov stu- 
dents will thrill at this full-bodied 
j interpretation of Chekhov's semi- 
clinical diagnosis of human emo- 
tions. Lunt admirers, who are used 
to their comedy, will be disappointed 
jin varying degrees. And playgoers, 
| who don't like to wrinkle their brows 

in thought, will be dismayed at the 
sombre circling of the ‘Gull’ and its 
| relentless descent to a tragic end. 
| 








Wednesday, March 


25, 


193 





Play on Broadway 


Farce in three acts by Clare Kummer. 
Presented by Max Gordon Staged by 
Arthur Hopkins. Stars Roland Young at 
the Martin Beck, N. Y., March 21, °33; 
$3.30 top. 

Maddie... cece TUTE TET TCT TS Mary Philips 
Reekman senesadeoakersaee 1, PR. Wilson 
ai) reer rrr re re eee Tee Roland Youngs 
Myrtle... cccccccccceccececsess Jane Gordon 
Dr. Parkina@on..secccess ... Robert Wallsten 
FOG. cbse susan ceaeesesesenee Lillian Emerson 
Ceorges Lebard...cccccecesscs Guide Nadzo 
MOPUNCOsassnccicavacevensaes Naialia Danesi 
Dire, GATOR. cc cet ccecdueuce esther Mitchell 
TAKS BeSDO. o cccciccccess ..Maurice Wells 

Max Gordon has script trouble 
this season, or at least his authors 
have. Second recent presentation by 
him has less chance than ‘Save Me 


the Waltz,’ a quick folder. Gordon’s 
‘The Women,’ holdover, is still his 
acer, 

Plenty of work was done on 
‘Spring Thaw,’ which was tried out 
twice after Roland Young was 
ticed back from Hollywood. In se- 
curing Arthur Hopkins to direct, it 
was expected the best ni Clare 
Kummer’s newest play would be 
brought forth, for Hopkins has pro- 
duced successes by her in the past. 

It's a farce comedy that wanders 
along sillily. Supposedly comic, the 
laughs expected are separated by 
many arid lines and even then are 
appreciated by few. First audience 
politely provided enough curtains at 


| the end but the average auditor was 


hardly fooled, 
Perhaps it was Young whom they 
wished to recognize for his droll con- 


tribution of pleasant moments, now | 


and then. Mary Philips may have 
been selected because of her ability 
to woo giggles, but there aren't 
enough bright lines to go around 


thought so too. 

Story concerns Willie (Young) and 
his lightweight wife, Bee (Lillian 
Emerson), who thinks’ she _ has 
grown tired of him and fallen in 
love with Georges. an_e alleged 
French composer. Bee appears tu be 
Georges’ 


inspiration and Willie in- 
dicates no objection to her going 
off with the foreigner. They do 
make such plans but it seems 


though they are always missing the 
train or boat. From his manner, the 
husband seems confident that she'll 


, never do anything really indiscreet 


| and 


ters take 


will 
board. 


return to his bed and 


She does. 


| In their home there are too many | 
people to satisfy Bee, who mildly ob- 


jects to Willie’s sisters 
Myrtle—they have always lived 
with their brother. However, when 
it is pointed out that man and wife 
should live by themselves, the sis- 
the hint. To arouse Bee, 


Eadie 


| Georges then telephones he is going 





Lunt is the successful middle-aged | 


| author. who plucks a more youthful 
|love (Uta Hagen) than that offered 


|him by his more mature actress love | 


| (Fontanne). Extracting ll 
| sible comedy from their roles, the 
; Lunts, nevertheless, delineate their 
| respective, rather grim characters 
| with finesse. 

Richard Whorf is outstanding in 
the supporting company as the ac- 
| tress’ son, unloved by his mother, 
|defeated in love by the more affluent 
| writer and stalemated in his artistic 
| pursuits. 
| provincial, harshly curry-combed by 


|ing. John Barclay, Margaret Web- 
| ster and Sydney Greenstreet are ex- 
| cellent also. 

| Second and third acts are best in 
| that order; fourth could be improved 
| by further cutting of a melodramatic 
scene between Nina and Constantine. 


scenes. 


pos- | 


Miss Hagen, as the sweet | 


life and love ina big city, is convinc- | 


to suicide. All hands rush to his 
quarters and find the fellow half 
stewed, asleep. That provides what 
is hoped would be a lively second 
act. The whole bunch again appears 
at Willie’s hunting lodge in the last 
act. Adorned in a mangy coon skin 
coat, Bee climbs into bed with 
Willie. But so does Georges, who 
has contracted a cold. That doesn’t 
seem very comic either. 

Miss Emerson plays Bee. whom 
only a sap like Willie could really 
love. Guido Nadzo as Georges, 
tosses around a French dialect that 
doesn’t sound the McCoy. Robert 
Walisten is fair as a young doctor 
who decides he loves Myrtle, played 
by Jane Gordon. Miss Philips is the 
other sister, who has no man, al- 
though all three at times think they 
could go for the Frenchman. Ibee. 


Shows Out 


‘Who's Who’ stopped at the Hud- 
son last Saturday (19) after three 
weeks less one night. Intimate re- 
vue opened raggedly and could not 





materially improve after a weak 
press. Union trouble was blamed 
partially, but business last week 


around $6,000 indicated the show’s 
chances were slim. 





WHO'S WHO 
Opened March 1, '33. Digits 
downward on. this. Brown 
(Post), ‘An unforgivably dull 
evening.’) Atkinson (Times), 
‘Makes neither sense nor non- 
sense.” Variety (Abel), ‘Doesn't 

quite make the grade.’ 











‘The Hill Between’ was 
roll difficulties at the 
a week and one half. There was no 
Monday (21) performance and the 
show’s continuance thereafter was 
doubtful. Very little coin drawn. 


in bank- 
Little after 





THE HILL BETWEEN 


Opened March 11, ’38. Opin- 
ions strongly negative. Lock- 
ridge (Sun), ‘Hollow as a drum.’ 
Whipple (World-Tele), ‘Adds to 
the late winter theatrical slush.’ 
Variety (Hobe), ‘Slight chance.’ 





ene | 


and | 








WHITEOAKS' OK: 


Washington, March 22 
Booking ‘Whiteoaks’ in at a $2 top 
instead of the usual $2.75 for first- 
string companies in new shows 
proved a smart notion last week at 
the National. Guess was borne out 
as weck played to nice gross for such 
a scale, but was topheavy through- 
out. with the coin coming from the 
pop trade. Example was the fact that 
two mats, played at $1.50 top, out- 
grossed the nights. 
Current is ‘You Never Know,’ 
|son’s first musical comedy and 
carriage trade is out in droves 





sea- 
the 
‘You 


Can't Take It With You’ comes iu 
|next Monday (28). 
Estimate for Last Week 


| ‘Whiteoaks,’ National (1,698; $2) 
| Scaled to draw pop trade via Bar- 
|rymore and the novel’s rep, and it 
| did to around $11,000. 





$3,700 Majestic Holdup; 
Robert Bull Beaten 


Payroll stickup at the Mrajestic 
| theatre, N. Y., Saturday (19) at noon 
| netted $3,700 to two armed men who 
| assaulted Robert Bull, the manager, 
}with a gun butt. Weekly pay was 
| being placed into envelopes for both 
| the ‘Three Waltzes’ company and the 
| house staff, the robbers gaining ad- 
|mission to a lobby floor office by 
giving the name of a stagehand 
| Stickups missed about $2,200 addi- 
tional coin. Entire loss was covered 
by insurance. 

Bull made the mistake of putting 
up a fight, but an assistant escaped 
injury. He is not well known in 
show circles, having joined the Shu- 
bert staff through friendship with 
John Shubert, his classmate at Har- 
vard. 


‘Women’ 14!4G, Split Wk. 


Madison, Wis., March 22 
Max Gordon's road company of 
| Clare Boothe’s comedy, ‘The Women,’ 
last Saturday night (19) wound up a 
split week with a total gross of $14,- 
1500. Included were healthy takes in 
|Minneapolis, St. Paul and here. Show 


|is playing Milwaukee this week 


Minneapolis, March 22 
Chicago company of ‘The Women’ 


| clicked for three nights and a mali- 
|nee at the Lyceum. Wasn't half-bad 
| considering fact that ‘Victoria 


| Regina’ just had grabbed $18,600 for 
the previous half-week and local 
critics panned the company. 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘The Women,’ Lyceum — (2,200; 
2.75). Town apparently hadn't been 
milked dry by exceptionally strong 
preceding shows, including ‘Victoria 
Regina’ and ‘Ice Follies.’ Public 
turned out to tune of $8,500 for tha 
four performances. 





‘Boy-Girl’ $3,000, B’klyn 


Brooklyn, March 22 
‘Boy Meets Girl’ at Werba’s Brook- 


lyn drew so-so $3,000 last week. 
Local scribes gave it mild notices. 


Current show is ‘Night Hawk,’ sex 
play. Jitney Players will offer C. H. 
Hazelwood’s ‘Lady Audley’s Secret” 
Friday night (25) and Victorien Sar- 
dou’s ‘Diplomacy’ Saturday night 
(26) at Academy of Music. Brattle- 
boro theatre closed shop at St. Felix 
Street playhouse last week, after do- 
ing series of five plays. Group plans 
to return for second semester in next 
November. 


Estimate for Last Week 


‘Boy Meets Girl,” Werba’s Brook- 
lyn (1,500; $1.10). Around $3,000, 
SO-so. 





‘World’ Preems, Denver 


} Denver, March 22 
{| Turning in the best first week of 
the year, ‘This Pretty World,’ world- 
|premiered here, may run three 
weeks instead of the usual fortnight 
| With the opening night for WPA 
| workers only, word got around the 
| WPA theatre had a success, and neac 
| sellouts were the result for the other 
four shows. 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘This Pretty World,’ Baker Federal 
(496; 25-40). Show got away to 
promising start. 





‘Tonight’ $4,500, Mont’! 


Montreal, March ?2 
Noel Coward's series of one-actevrs, 
|with Estelle Winwood featured, 
| pulled in nice business last week at 
|His Majesty’s here. ‘Brothers Ash- 
| kenazi,’ Yiddish play, is current 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘Tonight at 8:30," His Majesty's 
(1,600; $2.50). Noel Coward one-act 
|series were good enough for a take 
lof $4500. ‘Brothers Ashkenazi’ is 





j 
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| 
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| 
| 
| 
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{current for four nites and a matinee. 





$11,000, WASH. 


J 
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Chi Still Dawdling; Room’ SII, 500, 
Malachy, ‘Caesar’ 116, Evans 106 


—— > 





Chicago, March 22. 

Those boxoffice figures continue 
on a light diet. Four shows in town 
jast week and none of them man- 
aged tc make a2 big mark. ‘Father 
Malachy’s Miracle’ opened as the 
sixth play of the American Theatre 
Seciety list and drew fair biz, mostly 
on its subscription sale. Stuck up a 


Road Legit Grosses 


Estimated Total Grosses 
Last Week...... .. $276,000 
(Based on 22 Shows) 
Total Gresses Same 
Week Last Year..... $201,306 














three-week notice and will go out (Based on 13 Shows) 
April 2. 
Two more weeks also for ‘Julius 


Caesar,’ as the fifth ATS show at the 
Erlanger. Some pick-up noticed for 
the cheaper seats. ‘Richard II’ and 
“Henry 1V’ rep winds up this Satur- 
day (26) after five weeks. Grand is 
slated to follow with ‘Star Wagon,’ 
April 12; ‘You Never Know,’ May 1. ; 
and ‘1 Married an Angel,’ May 23 

“Three Waltzes’ scheduled for the Er- 


DAUGHTER’ 9146, 
ROOM $6,500 





Janger April 16. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Father Malachy’s Miracle,’ Har- 
yis (2d week) (1,000; $2.75). One|} mee 
more week and out for this one; sub- | 
scriptions a help; $11,000 for first Philadelphia, March 22. 
week ; 
: . Philly's two remaining legit shows | 
Julius Caesar,’ Erlanger (3d week) i shaltenking ta reek as a re 
(1:00; S616). Will also call it quits | PO © SOOHRCENE tem ‘Woes Bs 8 Fe° 
here next week: again around $11,000. sult of the streteh of four days 
‘Richard UW’ and ‘Henry IV,’ Grand | downpour. They were ‘Yes, My Dar- 
(Sth week-final) (1,300; $3.30). At/ling Daughter,’ playing its third week 
$10,000 last week not so hot. at the Forrest, and ‘Room Service,’ 
‘Room Service,’ Selwyn (5th week) | starting its third local engagement. 
(1,000; $2.75). Stepping along nicely; | this time at the Locust. 
Jooks for « run; last week okay| Abnormal weather breaks make it 
$11,500. sil |impossible to get any real line of 
WPA chances of ‘Service’ to hold for a 
‘Tailer Becomes Merchant,’ Great | sizable run here. Real story won't 
Northern. | be told until after this week, al- 


‘Great Barrington,’ Blackstone. 
- —-———— | (with cleared skies) 


| sibilities for the George Abbott pro- 

6 9 | duction. ‘Daughter,’ after two swell 

weeks on subscription, sagged plenty, 

5 (00 BOSTON ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter, For- 

° - | rest (4th week) (2,000; $2.50). With- 

| out subscription aid and socked by 

weather, although coming back last 
two days of week to $9,500. 


‘Room servrce,’ Locust (2d week) 
| (1,400; $2.50). Third engagement for 


| but figures to stage partial come- 
back with better weather. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Boston, 
“You Never Know, 


March 22, 


new Cole Por- 


fer musical, had a swell second week | , 
here and closed Saturday (19) to | and ot, - be gotten on it as 
Jeave for Washington. ‘Spring Thaw.’ yet; $6,900 last week. 
starring Roland Young, had a fair | eee 
single week, also moving out Sat- | 
urday. 
Alfred Lunt and Lynn a 
opened last night 


(Monday) in 
Sea Gull’ at the Colonial for a Ps 
frame, with very big advance sale. | 
Futures for the Hub boards in- 
clude ‘I Married an Angel,’ 
Dwight Deere Wiman musical, 
Dennis King and Zorina, 
the Shubert: ‘The Women,’ 
Wilson, same night, Colonial; Part I 
of ‘Henry 1V,’ with Maurice Evans, | 
May 2, at the Shubert; and ‘The Star | 
Wagon,’ with Burgess Meredith and 
Lillian Gish, May 23, Shubert. 


$1870 BALTO 


new | 
with |} 
April 18 at | 
with Lois 
| Baltimore, March 22. 

Plenty of biz last week for: the 
four-day booking of the Lunt and 
Fontanne ‘Sea Gull’ at Fords. Guild- 


Estimates for Last Week ers did six shows, with virtual ca- 
‘You Never Know,’ Shubert (1.590: | Pacity for every show. On heels of 
$3.36). Closed Saturday (19) after | tremendous advance sale, garnered 
iwo big weeks; second stanza about |@ Salubrious $18,200. 
$25,000. Although the town is currently 
aa . : ao, dark for legit, a full schedule is list- 
Pring Thaw. Wilbur (1,227: eq ahead. April 4 will find Ford's 
$2.75). Roland Young praised for) with ‘The Woman’ and the indie- 
his performance, but the play itself | pooked Maryland will get the latest 
is the big drawback; single week | |George Abbott try, ‘What a Life.’ 


2reund $11,506, medium. 


‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ 
- to follow at Ford's. 


‘REGINA’ HITS $43,900 Estimate for Last Week 


‘The Sea Gull,’ Fords (1,900; 


is slated 


our-dav booking, with two mati- 
IN SPLIT WEEK STANDS nees included, got Lunt and Fon- 
| tanne practical 


preem 
bango $18,206 


capacity to 


Kansas City, March 22. 
Helen Hayes was a terrific draw in | 
® four-day stand at the Municipal 
auditorium here last Wednesday- | 
Saturday (16-19) in ‘Victoria Regina.’ 


‘Frome’ $8,000, St. Loo 


St. Louis. March 22. 
Walter Hampden in ‘Ethan Frome’ 


Show played to packed house every bogged down a bit as a b. o. draw 
performance. Gross for the entire | !@st week at the American. Swell 
: sir 2 advance sale for Helen Hayes in ‘Vic- | 


week was rated at $43,900. 


: rig gina.’ ¢ ent, points to 
Previous stops were made at the soria Regina ste lmao: ; : 
Shrine auditorium, Des Moines, Mon- $30,000 for the best week ray Shane 
day. and the Paramount. theatre current successiul season You Can 
Omehs Tuesdav atte ees: | Take It With You’ established the 
at es high so far with $22,000, 
Des Moines. March 23. Estimate for Last Week 
Final figures on the Helen Hayes ‘Ethan Frome.’ American (1.70% 
performance in ‘Victoria Regina’ at $2.80). Collected $8,000 for eight per- 


formances, only fair biz: ‘Victoria 


Regina’ opened last night ‘Monday? 


the Shrine auditorium Monday night 
of last week (14) reached $10,590, an 
#ll-time high at the scale. Top price 
Was $3.30. House seats 4,500 and the 


‘ ’ 
audience paid $9.456 in admission Road $12,500, Cincy 
$945 in federal taxes and $189 in Cincinnat March 22 
Sialte taxes Gross of $11 000 was ‘ , a 
Se 5 aoe Cox. burg’s Jone legit stand, re- 
pulled Seve ral seasons at by the sciiast 
. : « seas : ‘ ag : ae afte thi > WeeKS 
Follies’ for a# single pei {01 a gee Fo o page Prong biz pe 
but that was at a $4.40 P. ‘Tobacco Road’ at theatre's lowest 
tar cale of the season Brother Rat 


week's return engagement 


‘Take’ $9, 500 3 Stands 


opened a 


Sunday (20) at $2.26 top ‘Juli 
Rochester, N. Y.. March 22. Caes an ‘< next booking, for week of 
Touring troupe of “You Cant Take April 25 
se You" registered a profitable Fstimate for Last Week 
$9,500 last week, including two-day any = — 
‘land at the Aude here Friday and ‘Tobacco Road, Co» a 5 $1 13). 
Saturday (18-19) Onlv light eht was oe y hes '* 
Other stops were at the Hartman, matinees Wednesday ane Sa urday 
Columbus, Mondav-Wednesday (14- | stood em Up on both: Jo R. ‘ e 
16), and Shea's, Jamestow!s N. Y close to $12,500, almost three Gs 0et- 


‘ ] ? ; 
Thursdav biec than last s€esor 


(17) 


til April 17: 


| though the last two days of last week | 
indicated pos- | 


this comedy got tough break ‘at start | 


$3.33. | 


‘CAN'T TAKE IT’ $9,500, 
OTH, FINAL WEEK, L. A. 


Los Angeles March 22. 


After five weeks of profitable 
trade with ‘You Can't Take It With 
You,’ the Biltmore is dark this | 
| week. Next, opening Monday (28), 
are the Abbey Players, in for two 
weeks. Biz on ‘Can't Take It’ held 


strong to the finish, 
Estimate fer Last Week 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 

Biltmor: $2.75) 


(C-1,656; § Wound up 


with comfortable $9,500; extra Sun- 
| day night performances helped swell 
the take substantially; run was five 


weeks 
WPA 
Caesar and Cleopatra,’ Hollywood 
Playhouse. Shaw farce opened Fri 
day (18) and is set to remain 
Joseph deStafani 
are playing the 


un- 
and 
Isa Lacoste lead 
parts. 
‘Aladdin,’ 
of the Far 


Mayan 
East; 


Extravaganza 
performances night- 


ly Wednesday through Sunday, with 
| Saturday mats. 
‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ Mason. Has 


another week to go 
opening April 5. 


then ‘Brothers,’ 


TAKE 176, DET: 
RECORD 586 
3 WEEKS 


De troit, 
of a 
interest 


March 22 
record for 
was hung up at 
}Cass on ‘You Can't Take It With 
You’ for a three-week stand, end- 
ing last Saturday (19). Final week’s 


Something 
tained 


Sus- 


|take hovered around the $17,000 
| mark, following weeks of $21,000 and 
| $20,000. Other plays have topped 


|‘Can’t Take It’ in any one week in 
| the post-'29 era, but few if any have 
been able to pull in as much during 
| three weeks as this comedy’s esti- 
mated $58,000. At least not in the 
last five years. 

Current is ‘My Darling Daughter,’ 
repeat engagement. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
(1,900; $2.75). With final stanza of 
$17,000, comedy set some sort of a 
record here for sustained activity at 
the b. o.: first two weeks were $21,000 
and $20,000 respectively, for a grand 
total of around $58,000 


RAT’ OK. $1], 000, PITT; 
‘CAN'T TAKE’ CURRENT 


Pittsburgh, March 22. 
left in ‘Brother 


Cass 


Plenty of steam 


Rat’ on its return engagement here, 
last week. Show originally played 
| here last ag gee and came back 
at a lower top, $1.50, to get close to 
$11,000, or only about three grand 
short of the original figure at a 
higher scale. 

Comedy started big right from the 
gun, with both mats sellouts and 
; closing evening performances play- 
ine to S.R.O. ‘You Can't Take It 
With You, current, is likely to 
duplicate second-visit smash, with 
corking advance sale for hit which 
played here only two months ago. 

More shows being pencilled into 
Nixon, with indications that house 
will have latest legit closing in 
years. ‘I Married An Angel’ May 9 
already set, following return en- 
gagement of ‘Tobacco Road, making 
the fifth time for the latter show 
here and the second this season. 
‘Women’ next week and then Pitt 
Cap and Gown musical: ‘Yes My 
Darling Daughter,’ final subscription 
play, and ‘You Never Know.’ 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘Brother Rat,’ Nixon (2,100; $1.65) 

Second time this season tor com- 
edy click and right up there among 
the leaders at $11.000 On!v three 
grand short of take last September, 
when scale was $2.20 


‘Daughter’ $8,400 Week 


Erie, Pa., March 22 
Road company of ‘Yes, My Darling 
Dauchter,’ with Florence Reed 
yvound up a= $string of one-night 
tands at Shea's here Saturday nivht 
with a total take of $8,400 for the 
week Previous dates were at the 
,:jou, Chattanooga, Monday (+14) 
sijou. Knoxville, Tuesday (15); Me- 
morial, Louisville, Wednesday (16) 
nd the Palace, Marion, O.. Fridé 
(18) 
Shov moved on to Detroit for a 
fuil week, opening Jest night (Mon- 
aay). 


the | 
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Bi ARIETY 


Bway Grosses Rebound, 2 New Highs; 


Time $16,000, ‘Town’ 13G, ‘Shadow 


Up, Leaders May 


B’way Legit Grosses 





Estimated Total Grosses 
Last week $27 
(Based on 24 
Total Grosses Same 
Week Last Year $341,700 
(Based on 25 Shows) 


6.860 


shows) 











last week 
the Federal 


Business shot upward 
after being released fron 
income tax deadline barrie: Re- 
covery was not complete, in that 
many shows could not regain all the 
slack they had lost. That should be 
completed this week. so far as the 
leaders are concerned, while two of 
the newer standouts went to new 
highs for the normal eight-perform- 
ance week. 

‘On Borrowed 
over the $16,000 


Time’ notched up 
mark, while ‘Ou 
Town’ has its best gro at bette 
than $13,000. ‘Shadows and Sub- 
tance’ again approached the capacity 


ait with the same count. Announce- 
ment of final weeks advanced ‘The 
Star Wagon’ toward $15.000, and 


‘Susan and God’ claimed it returned 


to the $19,000 gait. Definite pickup 
was also true of ‘Golden Boy’ and 
‘Once Is Enough.” As for the mu 
cals, ‘I'd Rather Be Right’ partially 
recovered. and the same went for 
‘Hooray for What!’ 

Soring arrived on schedule. with 


the temperature abnorm 
the sudden mild 


ally high, 


weather did not 


seem to handicap theatregoing early | 


this week. Plans for the spring pe- 
riod, however, are not as doited with 
prospective revivals as usual. 

WPA took a bow with 
to Glory’ at the Elliott, the only de- 
but last week. Play. however, 
to be considered in competition with 
commercial presentations. 
Who’ stopped after three weak weeks 


at the Hudson, and ‘The Hill Be- 
tween’ ceased at the Little after a 
week and a half. Revival of ‘The 


Sea Gull,’ at the Shubert, 
show slated for entrance 
Estimates for 


is the only 
next week 
Last Week 


‘All That Glitters,’ Biltmore (C- 
906: $3.30). George Abbott comedy 
production closed last Saturday (19) 
after eight and a half weeks; final 


week, $5,800. 

‘All the Living,’ Fulton (lst week) 
(D-913-$3.30). Presented by Cheryl 
Crawford, in association with John 
Stillman, Jr.; written by Hardie Al- 
bright; based on book, ‘I Knew 3.000 
Lunatics’; opens tomorrow (Thurs- 
day). 

‘Bachelor 
week) (C 


Born,” Lyceum (9th 
- 957 - $3.30). Looks set 
through spring period; strong Sat- 
urday matinee (19) helped and the 
gross mounted to around $9,000, 


‘Brother Rat,’ Ambassador (67th 
weer) (C-1,156-$2.20). Little change 
here last week; business around 


$4,000 or slightly more; around even 


break. 
‘Golden Boy,’ 
(C-1,000-$3.30). 


Belasco (21st week) 
Came back almost 
to normal; one of the season's most 
consistent successes; has not had 
losing week; $14,000. 


‘Heoray for What,” Winter Gar- 
den (17th week) (M-1,671-$4.40) 
Trend upward provided somewhiut 
better going for major = musical 
which improved to around $22,500 

‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ Alvin (2}st 
week) (M-1.355-$4.40) Picked up 
throughout week and night uttend- 


ance back to norma! cr virtual ca- | 
pacity; got $27,500 

‘Of Mice ang Sen,” Music 50x 
(18th week) (D-1,019-$2.75). Came 
back partially and should further 
improve; rated around $8,000 Jast 
week, 

‘On Borrowed Time,” Lonvacre 


(8th week) (D-1,019-$3.20). Seems to 


be getting stronger and wil! prob- 
ably become the number one struight 
play; over $16,000 Just week, best 
normal gross to date. 

‘Our Town,’ Morosco ‘(8th week) 
(D-961-$2.20). Also vot best) pross 
since opening, with the count around 
$13,500; rated among prize play can- 
didate 

‘Once Is Enough.’ Miller (6th 
week) (C-944-$3.30). Moved upward 
with passing of tax pressure and re- 
turned indicated strong pace around 


$12,000 
‘Room Service,’ Cort 
(C-],064-$3.30). In 
with takings 
till mé 
ndefinite 


(45th 


ed 


week) 
somewhat 
from $8,000 

profit 


pron 
not fai 
mark: king some 
date 
‘Schoolhouse on The Let,’ 
week) (C-918-$3.30) Pere 
Philin Dunning; written by J 
A Rie Ids and Je royrrye 
opene d just night 


and 


Ritz (1st 
ented by 
eph 
Chodore 
(Tuesday) 


‘Shadow and Substance” Golden 
‘Sth week) (D-789-$3.30). Hid not 
dropped : ! cn omnes reese 
ered most of haicry frist ee} wt 
proached Capacity it} Thieore thirst 
$134.000 

‘Spring Thaw, Beck @)si eek 
} (C-1.214-$3 5 Piesentecd by Mas 


but 


| 
‘Prologue | 
is not | 


‘Who's | 


Improve This Week 





Clare Kummer 


tryout; opened 


Gordon; written by 
came in after second 
Monday (21). 


‘Susan and God,’ Plymouth (¢25tt 


week) (CD-1,106-53.50). Claimed 
jump of $2,000, which gave straight 
play front runner $19,000—its nor- 
inal gait. 

‘The Hill Between,’ Little. Stopped 
after week and five performances 


trying to get fresh bankroll, but re 
sumption unlikely. 

‘The Star Wagon, Tmpire 
week ) (CD-1,096-$3.30 ) 
road after another two weeks; an- 
nouncement of engagements end 
helped the upswing; around $15,006, 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (65th 
week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Picked up 
well enough from dip of previous 
week: takings close to $11,500. 

‘Three Waltzes,’ Majestic (13th 
week) (O-1,753-$3.30). Aided by 
iwencies for time, but business not 

trone; question if engagement will 
last much longer; $13,000 estimated 

‘Tobacco Read,’ Forrest (224th 
week) (¢C-1,107-$1.65). Always gets 

hare of better going and last week 
the takines of $6,000 or slightly bet- 
ter turned another okay profit. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
|} Booth (67th week) (C-708-$3.3( 
Came back to around $11,500; figured 
to have good chance to stick through 
econd summer 

‘Who's Who,’ 
posed to move here from 
dispute with union over size of or- 
chestra one reason for closing; how- 
ever, takings around $6,000 made for 
another red week. 

‘Whiteoaks,’ Hudson (list week) 
(D-1,094-$3.30). Presented by Anvlo- 
American Productions (Victor Payne- 
Jennings); written by Mazo de Ja 
| Roche from her book, ‘Whiteoaks of 
Jalna’; still playing London; opens 
tonight (Wednesday ). 

‘Wine of Choice,’ Guild (5th week) 
(C-914-$3.30). Mostly subscription 
money to date, with gross last week 


(26tt 


Goes te 


Windsor. Was sup- 


Hudson: 


$10,000; will probably continue en- 
vagement anothe. week or so; long- 
er according to business. 
Added 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor Stage 
(5th week) (R-500-$2.75). One of 
the shows rated having good chance 
for summer holdover: doing very 
well in small house; $9,000 includes 


Sundays with No. 2 company. 

‘Cradle Will Rock,’ Mercury 
week) (M-682-$2.20). 
another week: 
pectations, 


$5,000. 


(12th 
Going out after 
business not up to ex- 
with slight profit at 


Revivals 
Caesar’ and 
National 


‘Julius 
Holiday,’ 


*‘Shoemaker's 
(20th weck) 
(1,164-$2.20-$2.75). Very gzood Satur- 
day; takings approximately $8,500: 
average gross lately; moves buck to 
Mercury soon. 
| ‘A Dell's House,’ Broadhurst (13th 
week) (D-1,116-$3.30). Several clos- 
ing dates mentioned; still fair money; 
around $9,000. 
WPA 
‘Prologue to Glory,’ Elliott; 
divided, but one rave notice. 
| ‘Haiti,’ Lafayette, Harlem; 
‘One Third of a Nation,’ 
ton relief attraction here. 
‘Power,’ on Street; reneat; 


ABBEY PLAYERS $9,000, 
SECOND WEEK, FRISCO 


San Francisco, March 22 
Abbey Players finished the second 
stanza at the Curran theatre to pood 


press 


okay. 
Adelphi; 


limited, 


biz. ‘Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse’ at 
the Aleazar closed Sunday (20) af- 
ter a run of ‘wo weeks. ‘Me Third.’ 


by Mary Chase, 
(Monday ), 
Estimates for Last Week 
Abbey Players, Curran (3d 
(1,500: $3.50)—-Second 
of $9,000 same as first 
company from Ireland 


opened last night 


week) 
week's tuke 

repertoire 
getting great 


reception: will move to Los Anzcles 
for two weeks’ run after one move 
lanza here. 
‘Khyme Without Reason, Geirv 
(1,500; $2.50)—Latest production by — 
Arthur J. Beckhard folded Saturdiy 
(19) after negligible biz Cast in-e- 
cludes John Eldredge, Leona Muaricie 


Clarence Derwent and Esther Dale. 
WPA 
litterhouse,’ Aicihe 


$1.10 )}\—Additionza! 


‘Amazing Dr. 
var (1,269: 


pei- 
formance given Sunday night (20) 
closing the two-week run le 
Third’ opened last night «M: 
‘Rat’ $8,500, New’k, N. J. 
Newark, M h 22 
The Shubert had = anothe fire 
eek with the return envavement ef 
Brother Rat,’ the b. o. doing about 
€2.500 Current ffering Boy 
Vlewt Girl,’ also a repeater! 
Estimate for Last Week 
trather Rat’ Shubert ¢1. 960: $1.56), tie 
At} t « nedy did splendidly by ite 
elf ¢ @# return e€ngarement, hile 
ng Cound $8,500, 
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Met Hits 756 Note, 


In Final Week; Symph Kiepura OK... 


Metropolitan Opera’s finale last 
week for the 1937-38 season was its 
most resonant so far. Last stanza 
elanged to the tune of $75,000, best 
of the season 
Five of the seven performances 
during the week were sellouts. Esti- 
mated that the Met wound up at 
about $14,000 in the red for the sea- 
son, but expects to recoup that on 
its road tour. 

Philharmonic-Symph did its usual- 
ly good biz, John Barbirolli conduct- 





ing and Robert Casadesus as_ the 
piano soloist for Thursday night, 
Friday afternoon and Sunday afier- 


noon performances. 

Jan Kiepura, Met’s Polish tenor, 
jrew a near-packed house of com- 
patriots to Carnesie Hall in his first 
U. S. concert on Saturday (19) 


Estimates for Last Week 


Metrovolitan Opera Co., Met Opera 
House (3,580; $7-$4.50) (16th week, | 
final). Seven performances sent Met's | 
take to the best of season in its final | 
week, including five sellouts and the | 
Friday (18) afternoon benefit of 
‘Parsifal,” which went for a $10 top. 
Sunday (20) night special show in 
honor of Giovanni Martinelli’s 25th 
yoar with the Met, at $6 top, was | 
also a sellout, drawing about $10,000. 

Philharmonic - Symph, Carnegie 
Hall (2.760; $3-$2-$1.75) (22d week). 
Thursday night, Friday afternoon, | 
Sunday afternoon (17, 18, 20). John 
Barbirolli, conductor; Robert Casade- 
sus, soloist. Estimated good $13,000, 


not much in variance with other | 
Att e 2ks 
Jan Kiepura, Carnegie Hall (2.760; 


$5.30-$1.10). Saturday afternoon (19), | 
first concert in this country, drew a 
near sellout, about $4,000. 





GIGLI SEEN RETURNING | 


TO MET NEXT SEASON 


Beniamino Gigli may return to the | 
Meiropolitan Opera next season for | 


he first time in nearly 10 years. | 
Italian tenor is booked for a U. S. 
concert tour next fall and is undoes | 
stood to be virtually set for several 
weeks at the Met. 


Singer left the Met after a scrap 
with Gatti-Casazza, at that time gen- | | 
eral manager, rather than accept a 
salary cut with the rest of the com- | 
pany. Not known what arrangement 
Gigli has with the present manage- | 
ment, but it’s reported deal calls for | | 
the Met to pay off an old income tax 
the government has had hanging fire | 
against the singer since his last con- 
cert season in this country. 

Gigli is currentl; booked for a 
Furopean tour, which also calls for 
picture work. 


| 





Lawrence Tibbett Leaving 
For Aussie Concert Tour | 


Lawrence Tibbett leaves late this | 
week for his Australian concert tour. | 
Baritone sails from Los Angeles next | 
Tuesday (29) and fills his first date | 
Aoril 7 in Honolulu. 


Then to Australia, where his tour | 
opens April 18. Plans to remain there 
about six months, for 40-odd dates, 
exact number depending on business. 
Then back to the U. S. Winds up his 
radio series for Chesterfield tonight 
(Wednesday), with Grace Moore re- 
placing. 








LEGIT—CONCERT 





— a 


Season's Tops, 





Shews in Rehearsal 


‘The Circle’ (revival) — Wil- 
liam A. Brady. 

‘Eve on the Sparrow’ —Girvan 
G. Higginson. 

‘I Married Ax Angel’- 
D. Wiman 

‘What a Life’—George Abbott 

‘The Wild Duck’ (revival)— 


—-Dwight 


Henry Forbes. 

‘Heartbreak House’ (revival) 
—Merceury 

‘Simply Henry Hogg’—Thea- 


tre Guild and Actors Rep. 











Schelling’ s Resignation 
As Baito Symph Leader 
Eases Janssen Chance 


Baltimore, March 22. 
Resignation last week of Ernest 
Schelling as conductor of the Balti- 
more Symphony, cleared up a local 


situation that was beginning to ee 


on proportions of a _ real brawl. 
Schelling, who was engaged to con- 
duct the municipally controlled 
symph two years ago, was unable 
to take hold this year because of | 


| personal illness and the death of his 


wife. To fill the temporary vacancy, 
Frederick R. Huber, 
rector of music, signed Werner 
Janssen as guest conductor. 

Janssen, 
with his wife, 


arriving in Baltimore 
Ann Harding, added 


| considerable color to local setup, at 


the same time doing a really work- 
manlike job. Brief season has been 
sold out at every concert with tick- 
ets usually at a premium two hours 
after sale openings. Symph’s suc- 
cess, attracting much local interest, 
prompted a move to re-engage Jans- 
sen for the coming season and a pe- 
tition signed by the members of the 
orchestra was presented to Huber. 


Official burned, reminding tooters 
that they were paid to play, not hire 
a leader. Later issued a statement 
that Schelling was still maestro and 


{in recognition of his previous work, 


especially with the successful chil- 
| dren’s concerts, which had been con- 
tinued by Janssen, was entitled to 
first call, 


Plenty of fireworks, with both 


Schelling and Janssen innocently in | 


the middle and Huber on a hot spot. 
Shelling’s resignation eased matters | 
somewhat, but nothing definite re- 
garding Janssen’s re-engagement yet. | 





‘Othello’ at Carnegie 


Pittsburgh, March 22. 

‘Othello’ has been picked this 
year for the annual Shakespearian 
production of the Carnegie Tech 
drama school, which has produced 
27 of the Bard’s works since the 
| department was founded in 1914. 
| Show is being directed by Prof. 
E. W. Hickman, of the faculty, and 
will e presented for 13 per- 
formances. 

B. Iden Payne started the Shake- 
spearian cycle at Tech and even 
aiter leaving school returned an- 
nually to stage the production until 
he was named director of the Shake- 
spearian Festival at Stratford-on- 
Avon three seasons ago. 
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The most impor- 
tant costume color 


for Spring in gabar- 


iron. 


2.75 ..... bag 7.50 


municipal di- | 





~ | DETROIT SYMPH PLANS 
FOR 25TH ANNIVERSARY 


“Detroit, March 22. 
being made for 
| Detroit Sy mphony’ s 25th anniversary 
in the fall. Twenty-one weeks al- 

ready skedded for the season, with 
| first subscription concert set for Nov. 
3 in Orchestra Hall. Franco Ghione, 
recently signed for 
continue as chief batoner, with Vic- 
tor Kolar handling the pop concerts, 
young people’s series and industrial 
concerts, 

Local Symph also has following 
soloists lined up: Jascha Heifetz, 
Richard Crooks, Gregor Piatigorsky, 
Robert Casadesus and Mafalda 
Favero. 


Soloists set for 45th annual May 
Festival a. Ann Arbor, May 11-14, 
include, besides the Philadelphia 
Symph, with Eugene Ormandy, the 
following: Marian An 'erson, assisted 
by U. of Michigan Chorus; Agnes 

avis, Arthur Hackett, Chase Ba- 
| romeo and Arthur Rubinstein, in an 
| all-Russian program. Albert Spald- 
'ing and the Young People’s Festival 
Chorus, Hardin A. Van Deusen, Nino 
Martini and Marjorie Lawrence will 
te in an all-Wagner prog: am 

Final progrean will be ‘Carmen,’ 
with Giovanni Martinelli, Hackett, 
Richard Bonelli, Bruna Castagna and 
Baromeo, 


LUNT IN ROW 


WITH GUILD'S 
FEMME P.A. 


Baltimore, March 22. 


during the engagement of ‘The Sea 
| Gull’ here last week, Helen Deutsch 
was out for two days as p.a. for 
the Theatre Guild show. Although 
the row was patched up later, her 
status is understood to be still in 
the air. She still is in charge of 
Guild publicity and, 
least, continues to handle ‘Gull,’ 
which is in Boston this week. 
Battle with Lunt occurred after 
Tuesday night’s (15) rehearsal of 
| the show, on the eve of the preem. 
| Miss Deutsch tangled with the ac- 
tor after Lynn Fontanne had re- 


| posing for publicity pictures. Lunt, 
who is also a member of the Guild 
| board of directors, was reported to 
have notified other board members 


| that he would refuse to have Miss | 


Deutsch associated again with shows 
in which he and Miss Fontanne ap- 
pear. 

P.a. was understood to have sub- 
sequently made a special trip here 
from New York to settle the quar- 
rel. Matter was taken up with the 
‘Gull’ company and Miss Deutsch 
told she might continue tentatively. 





Reports on Broadway for some 





with 
currently 


nership next season 


Maney. Latter is han- 


‘The Star Wagon’ (Guthrie Mc- 
Clintic), ‘Schoolhouse on the Lot 
(Philip Dunning) and the hoke 
meller, ‘The Fireman’s’ Flame’ 
(Krimskys). 





Dramatizing Air Show 


For what is believed to be the first 
time in show biz history a sketch 
done on the air may be redramatized 
for the stage. ‘Pierrot and Pierrette,’ 
by Hartley Renaud and Sidney Cook 
and directed on the Metro Maxwell 
| House radio show, is wanted for the 
Jewish Theatrical Guild benefit on 
| April 3. Okay is being sought for 
| Jed Harris to direct Martha Scott. 





Marc Blitzstein’s radio piece, ‘I've 
Got the Tune,’ was previously used 
|in a legit theatre for a benefit. but 

the piece was not redramatized. It 
| was put on exactly as it was done in 
| radio. 


2 Bankrupt in N. Y. 


Voluntary petitions in bankruptev 
| were filed by two New Yorkers in 
N. Y. federal court this week. 
| were William C. Gassner. 





|; manager, and Marguerita S. Smith. 

|actress and music teacher. 
Gassner’s debts were listed at 

$3.302; no assets. Miss Smith has 


tition. 


three years, will , 


After a scrap with Alfred Lunt | 


nominally at’ 


fused, because of illness, to continue | 


time have been to the effect that | 
Helen Deutsch might form a part- | 
Richard | 


John Craven and Frank Craven in it. | 


They | 
a concert | 


debts of $1.836, according to her pe- | 


Wednesday, March 


23, 193 














| 





De Ti N ] o ft e 
(Continued from page 55) sue with certain of the so-called 
posed to the younger element which radicals. Philip Loeb and George 
| had placed Burgess Meredith in of- | Heller, leaders of the group, re- 


| fice as acting president was one of 
| the surprises. Thére were interrup- 
tions and the inevitable WPA : yuab- 
| ble was injected into the proceedings 
after the vote for the nominating 
| committee was finished. It was con- 
| sidered significant that the younger 
group Jeaders who used to rise to 
points of order, tax the chair with 
queries and introduce resolutions one 
after another, were mute. 

There was an attempt to override 
the council’s ruling of last week 
favoring a non-salaried president. 
Post carried a salary when occupied 
by Frank Gillmore, but upon his re- 
cent withdrawal and Meredith’s ele- 
vation, it has been honorary. 
is no provision either in the consti- 
tution or by-laws fixing the pay of 
Equity officer. Matter is entirely up 

|to the will of the council and only 
an amendment could effect a change. 
Opposition to a policy of a non-pa’~ 
is understood based on the idea tkat 
making the office an honorary one 
makes it impossible for 
actor to take the job. 
that in the case of Meredith, for in- 
stance, he has made considerable 
personal sacrifice to handle the as- 
sociation’s affairs. 


with ‘The 
leaving soon on an 


Furthermore, 
Wagon’ 


Star 
eight- 


unable tu carry on the various mat- 


to this view, the council might have 
left the matter of a presidential calary 
| unsettled so the nominating com- 
| mittee could k2 freer in making a 
| selection. Council could decide on a 

salary and its actual amount after- 

ward. Those who protested the no- 

salary edict at the meetng were told 
ithe matter was settled and 
| can be done.’ 


| that if there is a chang 
cil feeling in 


e in the coun- 
the matter, 


Gillmore. 
ally $15,000, but he 
weekly of his 
the matter 
taken up at various times, 


own volition. When 


Equity’s 





i that the letter 


There | 


cently wrote to the SAG board to 
protest against Thomson's actions on 
his recent trip east and his subse- 
quent report to the board printed 
in the Guild magazine. 

Although the letter declared 
Thomson's report was inaccurate 
and unjust and called on the board 
to discipline him, that body unani- 
mously endorsed the actions of its 
executive-secretary and ignored the 
Loeb-Heller missive. Pointed out 
represented only the 
personal opinion of the _ writers 
(both of whom are Equity council 
members) and was not authorized 
by the council nor membership. 

Open indication of the attitude of 
the Hollywood contingent in Equity 
was given two days before last Fri- 
gh meeting when a message from 
32 of the members on the Coast was 
made public. Message stated, ‘We 
believe a majority of the 950 paid- 


{up members of Equity on the West 


a topnotch | 
Pointed out | 


| 

| Morgan, 
week tour, the acting prez will be | 
\ | Thomson, 
ters occupying his attention. Accord- | 


| Heckman, 


‘nothing | 
In any event it is thought likely | 
the salary | 
would be less than the $12,500 paid | 
Latter’s salary was actu- 


returned $50, 


of paying the prez was, 


linclude only one or two 


membership was much larger than 
| nOW. 
WPA Issue 

Subject of the Federal Theatre | 


who might obtain Equity member- 
ship was a rehash of charges made 
at an unofficial, independent meet- 
jing held the week previous. Mere- 
dith repeated a statement issued be- 
fore that no plan to take in WPA 
theatre people is being considered. 
Possibility irritated the older actors, 
however. 

Conservative slate, which was 
elected, consisted of Frank Craven, 
Wallace Ford, Charles Dow Clark, 
Thomas W. Ross, Nance O'Neill and 
Selena Royle. Younger or ‘progres- 
sive’ group’s candidates were Alfred 
Lunt, Orson Welles, Kenneth Mac- 


Kenna, Dudley Digges, Margaret 
Wycherley and Margaret Fuller. 
Other nominees who failed to fig- 





ure were Ed Wynn, John Alexander, 
| Violet Heming, Owen Coll, Lloyd 
Gough and John C. King. 

Although members of the council 


the conservatives issued circulars 


'a ‘warning’ to be present at the 
|; meeting because: ‘There was at one 
| time a strong active minority within 
our organization which has at times 
become a dominating force. . .This 
condition was brought about by an 
apathetic attitude and false sense of 
security on the part of a large num- 
ber of loyal Equity members in their 
failure to attend our public meet- 
ings and remain to the end. We 
fully realize that many members 





the lack of decorum at our 
lines. Here lies the remedy.’ 
It had been 
| radicals wished to ‘transform Equity 
magazine into a cheap, blatant news 
sheet with a Communistic editor; 
| substitute the closed shop for the 
| Equity shop; abrogate the Equity- 
| manager contract; lower initiation 
| fees and dues; give junior members 
| full voting power: open the door to 
|all amateurs so they may become 
podhan members; dump the whole 


meet- 


are highly incensed and irritated bv | 


Project and the number of amateurs | 





| Needles’). Still 
| were prohibited from electioneering, | 
dling three New York presentations, | . 


naming their candidates, attached to | 





charged that the | 


| Federal Theatre Project into Equity | 


as a department; 
A. F. of L. 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees.’ 
Equity-Guild Dispute 

Although all elements’ within 
Equity &re now actively concentrat- 
ing on the coming elections, the re- 
| cent dispute with Kenneth Thom- 
son, executive-secretary of the 
i} Screen Actors Guild, is stil! an is- 


turn over Equity’s 


charter to the Interna- | 


Coast unable to be present (at the 
meeting) would strongly object to 
a nominating committee selected by 
a minority group controlled’ by 
Messrs. Philip Loeb, George Heller, 
John Brown and Robert Reid.’ 
included Conrad Nagel, 
Cagney, Frank and Ralph 
Adolph Menjou, Chester 
Edward Arnold, Kenneth 

Boris Karloff, Andrew 
Tombes, C. Harry Gordon. Paul 
Harvey, Henry Stephenson, Howard 
Robert Young, Humphrey 
Bogart, Porter Hall, Harlan Tucker, 
Paul S. Guilfoil, Russell Hicks, Don 
Woods, Charles Trowbridge, Ray- 
mond Walburn, Elizabeth Risdon, 
Otto Kriger, Jack Halliday, Walter 
Clark, George Meeker, Leon Ames, 
Paul Fix, Donald Dilloway and Rus- 
sell Hopton. Number of the group 
were active in Equity affairs before 
going to the Coast, several having 
been council members, 


Signers 
James 


Morris, 





Summer Candidates 





(Continued from page 55) 


shows 
weekly. 

Possible summer musicals are just 
as intangible or absent as in recent 
years, despite the steady increase of 
cooling systems. For the past two or 
three summers there was but one 
musical. This time will see some 
improvement if ‘Right’ and ‘Pins’ 
survive. 

One new musical, ‘You Never 
Know,’ opened promisingly on the 
road two weeks ago, but may be 
kept out and is reported aimed for 
a summer stay in Chicago. Another, 
‘I Married an Angel,’ is being 
readied and may stay on tour also, 
but may be a May arrival on Broad- 
way. Only other possibility is an 
intimate musical rumored for a sum- 
mer preem at the Music Box. Max 
Gordon and Sam H. Harris are men- 
tioned as co-producers, and it will 
be written by Harold J. Rome and 
Charles Friedman (of ‘Pins and 
mostly rumor, 
though. 


‘Who’-. -Aussie Deal 


Negotiations for a 20-week Aus- 
tralian tour of ‘Who's Who,’ B’way 
musical, are currently being carried 
on between Sam Grisman and Albert 


Hanlon, representative of the Fuller 
Aussie interests. 
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Plays Abroad 





Death on the Table 


London, March 12. 
Comedy in three acts by Dr. Guy Beau- 
champ and Michael Perrtwee. Presented 
ba Hasil Dean at the Strand, London. 





Janet Kemp......-..ce. ry .Kay ber: 
TOOOT . cetsecssseosccséceseses Cameron Ha 
GREOTHE. occ ccccccccces eeeccces . Billy Shine 
Dr. Peter Willems. cccccccscesces Peter Coke | 
Sic John Twining. .Walter Fitzgerald 
Mark Ryd@er..cccccccece ° .-Hartley Power 
ee. PCT eT TTT Te reererry ey re Tony Quinn 
Ph) rrr rs Tree re George Pembroke 
DURBAN. .ccccecccsecceese MUSH McDermott 
L.Ofty v0. poeecoeeses oe.-3. Rylett Salew 
I FERC MOYGR . 6 cccrsceseesesse Patrick Ross 
Inspector Wentworth,.,........Ellis Irving 
This comedy has enough farcical 


situations for almost two plays. If 
the title isn’t grim enough to repel 
prospective custcmers, the play 
should be a success, and deserves 
American presentation. 

things in the 
youth. First is the 
plots; second the 
all the scenes in a 
even to the actual 
entire ‘operation.’ 

Piece was tried out 
recently, and tightened 
deletion of some of 
dialog, clever as it is, and 
two ludicrous _ situations, 
hasten the plot and improve it. 

Play deals with an American big 
shot gangster, who comes to the pri- 
vate nursing home of a titled Harley 
street surgeon and offers a big fee 
to have a bullet removed from his 
chest. The famous specialist renegs, 
feeling it is a case for the police, but 
the gangster calmly informs him he 
taking no chances 
his consent, because he has kidnaped 
the doctor’s young son. 

Conflict between the gangster 
chief, his henchmen and an opposing 
U. S. gang, versus the staff of the 
high-class hospital, creates many 
humorous situations, 
well produced by 
intelligently cast. Hart- 
ley Power, the gangster, is good, 
as usual, but the main laughs are 
generated by Cameron Hall, as the 
clinic’s porter Jolo. 


Two indicate 
abundance of 
courage to lay 
surgical clinic, 
showing of an 


script 


Is 


in Richmond 
up, but the 
the 
one or 
would 


1s 


Basil 


Piece 
Dean; also 


as 


Das Horoskop Seiner 
Lordschaft 


(‘Heroscope of Eis Lordship’) 
Berlin, March 12. 


Comedy in six scenes by Dietrich Loder, 
bused on a novel by Oscar Wilde, Directed 
by Paul Otte At Kammerspiele, Berlin. 
Sir Oliver Lillburn.... Max Guelstorff 
Gladys, his daughter......... Sabine Peters 
Judy Mary Wynton....... .Gerda Maurus 
Ludy Mathilde Moss..... Charlotte Schultz 
Professor Perkins......... -Klaus Pohl 
Sir John TresiJlian...... ..--Osear Dimroth 


Jevemies Brooks.......0..++4 Anton Pointner 
Lord Alfred Kyne .HMans Brausewetter 


Mis. Lizzi Carrington......Ursula Grabley 
Robert Marshall........2 Axel von Ambesser | 
Blackwell. ...-ccccscccccees Charlie Kracker 





Good comedy material garnered 
from a short story by Oscar Wilde, 
‘The Crime of Lord Arthur Salville,’ 
but without any of the annoying 
epigrams usually penned by Wilde. 
Play holds bright dialog, amusing 
situations, pleasant characters of the 
smart drawing-room type, and a story 


that moves nimbly. But what places | 


the performance beyond the average 
is the resourceful staging. 
Unfortunately, the central idea of 
the play, the burglary determined | 
by the horoscope, is too transparent 
a hoax. It sends off young 


prediction firmly believed in by Sir 
Oliver, whose daughter, Gladys, 
Kyne wants to marry. For, accord- 
ing to this horoscope, latter is to 
burgle to the value of $5,000, and 
Sir Oliver prefers to have his future- 
in-law do this dark deed before join- 
ing the family ranks. Various ob- 
stacles trip up the determined 
‘Freddy’ and involve him materially 
and morally to the extent of almost 
losing Gladys. In the end it 


is 


through her aid that he commits the | 


necessary offense. It doesn’t matter 
much that all his efforts had been 
wasted and that the crime had been 
already committed, unknown to him, 
by someone else. But his frustrated 
efforts make good comedy. 
Direction, cast and scenery make 
up what the play lacks. Trask. 





I FIGLI 


(‘The Childr2n’) 


Rome, March 12. 
} Praia in three acts by Renata Muel 
reduced by the gnani-Cialente Co. Stars 
andre na Pagnani, toneto Cialente, At the 
Mur perl, Wevanve 


This drama, which won for Renata 


Mughini, hitherto unknown author- 
ess, the $2,500 San Remo prize, is 
Considered typical of the younge: 
keneration’s facist spirit. As such, it 
has a certain sociological interest 
but as drama i. would not interest 
audiences outside of Italy 


Hero and heroine are Robbi and 
Titti, Whom we see as fellow skiie 
~ igs first act, fellow students in 
Second and who finally, ine 
third, just befor: Robbi leaves to 
fight in Africa, realize they love 
tach other. Even che, they just 
*¥ goodbye in the most comrade} y 


wes « 
eaees *-. 


comedy | 


about securing | 


Lord | 
Alfred Kyne to fulfill the horoscope | 


!manner and Robbi tells Titti, who 
wants to jt.n the Red Cross and go 
to Africa, too, that woman’s place is 
jat home. This seems a slight contra- 
| diction to what Titti 
|}establishing in the first two acts, 
jnamely, that girls could ski and 
study just as well as boys 
So..version of TNobbi’s 


mother to 


seemed to be | 


| 





Paris Plans Summer 
Shows to Draw Tourists 


Paris, March 15. 


Paris is going to make an effort 


ito keep the tourists coming during 


/ 


| Fetes 


the fascist point of view after bitter | 


|rebellion is also salixnt tc the plot. 
There are also many patriotic pas- 
sages which may have political inter- 
lest and lyric “uality, but little dra- 
matic value 


Paris Tries Midnight 
Theatre as Answer To 


Late Legit Problem 


Paris, March 14. 
While New York is talking about 
a 10 o'clock curtain to give theatre- 
goers plenty of time for dinner and 
traffic jams, Paris has gone one bet- 
ter and opened a Theatre de Minuit | 
—Midnight theatre. 
Heueres 
ning for some 

is shuttered. 
Another item which ts responsible 
for this action is the .late 
| hour of the ‘last show at many of 
the large cinemas. Feature picture 
|starts the last run ds late as 11:30 in 


time but at present 


many local showcases. 

Theatre de Minuit is managed by 
Raymond Rouleau, who. directed 
first play, -being, offered, Priestley’s 


‘Dangerou& Corner,’ adapted for the 
French by*<Michel Arnaud. Rouleau 
also has one of the leading roles in 
the cast that includes 
fon, Jean Davy, 
Andre Fouche, 
Gaby Silvia. 
Rouleau believes that few theatre- 
| goers will object to the late starting 


Andree Mery and 


hour and since there is no inter- 
mission the play is finished about 
two o'clock, which is early enough 


ifor anyone wishing further enter- 
tainment. House in the center 


is 


| Paris.’ 


| of 


the coming summer, expo or no. 
committee, headed by Fran- 
cois Latour and Georges de Wissani, 
has just completed its list of nine 
fetes planned for the ‘Saison de 
To _4 place between May 
15 and Aug. 1, these come-on demon- 
strations, wd lacking in the appeal | 


the big show oi last year, are 
reckoned to have an appeal. 

First planned is the ‘Procession of 
Light, followed by a nautical week- 
;end with a program of races for 
various types of boats to be held on 
| the Seine Soir de la Rose’ (Eve- 
ning of the Rose’) will be held at 
Bagatelle. There will be two musi- 


cal festivals, the first celebrating the 


|centenary of the Requiem of Berlioz, 


'and the other 


| 


Theatre de Dix | 
(10 o'clock) has been run- ; 


Coward ‘Operette 


starting | 


Yolanda Laf- | 
Tania Balachova, | 


of Montmartre, which is just getting | 


under way about that time. 


During afternoon and evening the | 


house, otherwise known as Theatre 
Pigalle, is a cinema. Last show 
winds up at 11:55 p.m., making cur- 
tain for legit at 12:15. Cinema pa- 
trons at the last show are given 


special rates to stay and attend the | 


will be an homage to 
Ravel, and the annual ‘Vray Mistere 
de la Passion’ will again be per- 
formed on the parvis of the Cathe- 
dral of Notre Dame. 


Disappoints, ‘Coin 


Please London 





Reich Actors’ Insurance 


Berlin, March 14. 





Compulsory old age insurance for 
| actors has been inaugurated, which 
|demands membership of every 

thesper Main support of the or- 
ganization comes from the theatre- 
goer, who is forced to contribute 2c 
}on every ticket 
|} Revenue is figured to bring about 


$200,000 annually. 


 Comedie-Francaise 
To Shutter for Month; 
First Time in History 


Paris, March 15. 
the first time in its 
the Comedie-Francaise will 
|for one month during the coming 
|}summer. In accordance with a de- 
cision just taken by Minister of Na- 
| tional Education Jean Zay, the thea- 

tre will close it: for 30 days 
| this year and next year between July 
115 and Aug. 15. After next year a 
| permanent ruling will be taken and 
the date decided upon will then be- 


For 


history 
shutter 


doors 














come fixed for good. 
a aa | Reason for closing is mainly the 
Coston Masek &. new social legislation which called 
‘Operette,” Noel Coward’s new rai paid vacations for everyone from 
piece, opened at His Majesty’s last | e doorman to the best known pen- 
| Wednesday (16). Play deals with | S!0"aires. Attempt was first made 
the same Edwardian backstage life | ‘® @77ange vacations in rotation, but 
|as ‘Bitter Sweet’ and is distinctly |'t Was found to be impracticable. It 
disappointing. However, Coward's | WS also pointed out that during this 
tag should attract coin for a limited | me the b.o. returns are exceedingly 
time. John C. Wilson produced the low, so the decision for the month’s 
all-Coward authored arrival, which | shuttering was made. 
did three break-in weeks at the | Of the four state subsidized thea- 
Opera house, Manchester. Peggy |tres, the Opera, the Odeon, the 
Wood, Fritzi Massary, Irene Van- | Comedie-Francaise and the Opera- 
brugh and Griffith Jones have top | Comique, the Comedie-Francaise is 
spots. | the only one which has so far re- 
‘Toss of a Coin,’ first of Walter | mained open throughout the year. 
Hackett’s annual farce-thriller 
series, opened at the Vaudeville last 
Thursday (17), Stars Marion Lorne, Joe Howard 
author-producer’s wife. Was well 
received. | 
‘Dodsworth’ will close at the | (Continued from page 49) 
Palace, April 2, according to pro- | a 
visional notice already posted. | 


play. Large bar has been installed | 
in the house to accommodate early | 


comers, since they cannot be seated 
On arrival. 


Town of Orange, France, 


Paris, March 15. 

Ancient town of Orange, whose 
1,800-year-old theatre became Nna- 
| tional when Jacques Rouche, direc- 
tor of the Paris Opera, was named 
| director, 
come the summer capital of music 
and drama in France. 

Fortnight of productions have 
been planned for this summer as the 


beginning of what Rouche hopes will 
develop the town into the ‘interna- 


tional shrine for the pilgrims of 
music, art and drama.’ Works of 
Moliere, Racine, Corneille, Bizet and 
Gounod will be played during the 


gala performance 
100th 


two weeks with a 
of ‘Carmen’ on Bizet's 
versary, 

Talent will be French for the most 
part, although Rouche says other 
nationalities will be represented 
when he thinks better artists can 
be found abroad. 


Panamerican Expo in 39 


Buenos Aires, March 15 

| Michel A. Picard, public relation: 
counsel. of Washington, who arrived 
here last week, has plans for a 
permanent Panamerican exposiuon 
which he will open in B. A. April 
14. 1939, under the name of Pan 
American Metropolis.’ 

Date will be the 50th anniversary 
of the first Panamerican Union €s- 
tablished in Washington 


Julia Marlowe in Egypt 


Ca ( M: cn 12 
Julia Marlowe eteran Shake- 
eto } 
re { 
pearean lar ntering fhe , 
+} 
ie ‘cant st dad Broaay whe t 
snowflakes come and had <% oor 
eserved in tne Cle y Se! a lt 
dave before it opened 
She savs she’s thinking of giving 


a theatrical schos 


Egypt 


| at 


Seen as an Art Shrine 


Meanwhile the Yank importation is | 
playing the two-for-one prices. | 
‘Countess Maritza’ will succeed. 
‘Mary Goes to See’ 

the Haymarket 
(26). 


due to close 
next Saturday | 


| Tucker-Foster Units 


° ° . | 
is making an effort to be- | 


annil- | 


May Merge for Lendon | 
March 15. 
George and 


London, 

Charlie Tucker and 
Harry Foster are considering joining 
their vaudeville units into a whole 
production, which they intend to pre- 
sent in the West End twice nightly. 
Former’s unit, ‘Variety Show Boat,’ 


comprises Billy Bennett, Hutch, 
Owen McGiveney and Bill Bailey as 
the stars, while ‘Taking Off,’ the 
Fosters’ unit. has Florence Desmond, 
Ross and Stone, Dick Henderson and 
the Five Clevere 

Both shows have been doing big 
in the sticks, with the Tucker unit 
breaking records in most spots. 


Current London Plays 


(With Dates When Opened) 
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|and getting farther along the calen- 
| dar—George Raft. He once regret- 
fully fired Raft from a vaudeville 
_act for smoking backstage in viola- 
| tion of the fire laws. Didn’t mind 
the smoking but couldn't keep Raft 
in tuxedos; seems Raft had a habit 
| of dousing burning butts in his tux 


| pocket when a fireman appeared. 
| Howard has no elaborate schedule 


for keeping fit but confines drinking 
| to a nightcap before retiring and one 
or two cigarets a day. Has a definite 
| philosophy of life, which he ex- 
plained between rehearsals of the 
new Gay Nineties show. 

‘It’s looking back that gets an actor 
down,’ he said. 
| back on pleasant memories, but it's 
today that has to be concentrated 
on. I’ve seen good performers, much 





Cabarets Popular With Jap Youth 
So Govt. May Let in U. S. Films 


~—-4+ 


Tokyo, March 4, 
Disturbed by the frivolous tenden- 
cies of Japanese youth in patroniz- 
ing bars, cabarets and mahjong 
clubs during such turbulent times, 
the police this week staged a series 
of raids on such places. Over 2,000 


boys and a number of girls were 
caught in the dragnet, but were im- 
mediately released after a severe 


and grilling 
During the 


the police 


lecture 
quizzing of 
uncovered a 


the kids, 
line of 


thought which may eventually re- 
flect to the benefit of distribs cf 
| foreign flickers here. When asked 
to explain why so many young- 


ste! 


the 


were idling away their time in 
speakeasies, replies are said to 


have been almost invariably that 
present restrictions on dancehalls 
and other forms of amusements 
drive them into the dens of in- 
iquity 

Big surprise of the roundup was 
when some of the juniors pointed 
out that the tuation may become 
considerably worse when pic spots 
are no longer able to dish out for- 
eign films. Not having given pre- 
vious consideration to such an 
angle, the Home Office which su- 
pervises the police, went into a se- 
ries of huddles on the matter. 

While no official statements have 
been issued regarding probable ac- 


tion, it is rumored that the Home 
Office inclined to recommend to 
the Finance Office that the present 
ban be lifted, at least partially. 
Under a plan reported to be under 
discussion, the Home Office would 
see to it that foreign subjects of 
only the very highest moral stand- 
ard would be permitted entry and 
that programs would be interspersed 
with plenty of newsreels, Japanese 
cultural subjects and other edifying 
film fare. 

Doubtless there a lot of truth 
to the prospect of youngsters giving 
the run-around to pic spots when 
foreign flickers are no longer shown, 
but it’s going to take more than 
that and a Home Office recommen- 
dation to bring about a lifting of 


is 


is 


| the foreign picture ban. 


hooey. 


When _ present rumors were 
brought to the attention of several 
of the American distribs, the unani- 
mous opinion was that it’s a lot of 
William Piper, Par’s Japan 
manager, holds that the whole 
thing is just a lot of talk and stands 
little or no chance of being put into 
operation, 

More practical possibility for 
overcoming the woes of the foreign 
distribs here seems to be in the 


| plan of which H. Kubo, Jap attor- 


| ready 


‘It’s all right to look | 


younger than I, come in here already | 


licked and beaten because things 
aren't what they used to be. The 
only answer to that has whiskers, 
but it’s still good ‘No, and they never 
| were.’ 

‘When an actor starts moaning and 
| groaning about how big he used to 
be, he might as well pack up his 
makeup box. He's through. I've 
never had but one idea. Keep work- 
ing. Maybe my name isn't decorat- 
ing the marquee in front of a big 
musical comedy, but I'm in harness 
and that’s the only way life is worth 


while to me. Most actors hate to 
step down. They aren't satsfied to 
have had their day. No one in pri- 


vate life expects to be the same at 
(50 as he was at 25. But 
doesn't like the world as it is, he 
builds a dream world and lives in 
that The trouble with that is he 
1as to live in it alone.’ 

Howard spoke fondly of the days 
when he produced such musicals as 
‘Stubborn Cinderella’—but he's look- 
ing forward to singing ‘Il Wonder 
Who's Kissing Her in a musical 
of the same name to make its bow 
next fall Jringing the famous song 
back Broadway will be a 75th 
birthday present for the indomitable 
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ney, has up his sleeve. 
definite steps have been taken to 
consider the plan, although a meet- 
ing between Hubo and the American 
Motion Picture Assn., was _ held 
Tuesday. At that confab, Kubo 
claimed that certain phases of the 
proposition had yet to be ironed out 
but that the whole thing would be 
for discussion in about a 
week. At the Tuesday meeting, Kubo 
is also quoted as having given as- 
surance that if and when the plan 
is accepted by the Americans, the 
Finance Office wiil give its official 
blessing. 

Manchukuo monopoly proposition 
remains status quo, nothing new 
having developed at the meeting be- 
tween that org and the A.M.P.A., 
week ago. Reports trickling 
in from Manchukuo continue to in- 
dicate that exhibs there are in a bad 
way on account of inability to show 
American flickers, 


As yet, no 


Mahoney-Evie Hayes 
Set Date for March 26 


March 22. 


London, 


Date Will 


for Mahoney’s marriage 
to Evie Hayes set for March 26. 
Comic-dancer will oe his part- 
ner at Caxton Hall reg ‘r office, 


Tobis Signing Stagers 


Berlin, March 14. 
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co ctin well-known stagers for 
filr dire fk t } ne Was 
Jurgen Fehil of Berlin State 
}’ ‘ if iled f a 
n 4 | Now <¢ f ne 
ant ‘ t that d eng 
Hilpert of « De J er, 
iv t B I}tz } ce 
le ( D i Le | a 
‘ ‘ a led to tre ‘ 
| v it ¢ ( iz i 
ri He is tot h up dialog 
and play in an owgimal seript 








cr: 


LITERATI 

















Wednesday, March 25, 


195 








Winchell-Mirror Pout 
Walter Winchell and the New York 
Mirror are pouting. It’s a combina- 
tion of business office strings, orders 
from W. R. Hearst, Jr. and Charles | 
McCabe, the Mirror publisher, plus | 
in his 


instructions on what's tabu 


column. Blowoff almost 
last week when Winchell resigned 
‘four times in three days.’ On two ol 
these occasions, Joe Connolly, head 
of King Features, which syndicates 
his column, smoothed matters. 

Those who follow the columns 
closely might have wondered what | 
was awry when one Winchell col- 
umn last week called the Interna- 
tional Casino the 44th St. Casino, and 
also labeled the Casa Manana the 
Casa Billy Rose and the French 
Casino. An order not to use the Casa 
any more was behind this, it being 
Winchell’s journalistic gag to switch | 
tags that way. But somehow Casa | 
Manana got through, which was the 
result of columnist taking exception 
to Publisher McCabe's instructionis | 
to lay off the Casa Manana because 
it was said to have been over-| 
plugged. Latter is reported to have | 
admitted anonymous squawks that} 
‘Winchell must have a piece of the 
joint’ were behind it, to which the 
newspaperman retorted that that's | 
old stuff with him in all his years in | 
the business, and that undoubtedly 
some competitive Broadway joint | 
was squawking. | 

Intra- Mirror angles, emanating | 
from the nite club business-getter | 
and other b.o. channels, are said to | 
figure in the strained relations. It 
resulted in Winchell virtually tell- 
ing the syndicate and the Mirror 
to ‘get yourself another boy in 
that case.’ Subsequent placating 
was touched off within the week 
by an episode in ‘21’ when Hearst. 
Jr., in company of Richard E. Berlin, 
head of the Hearst magazine prop- 
erties, allegedly ribbed Winchell. | 
who publicly exploded and _ stated | 
that he wasn’t working for Hearst, 
Jr., who’s publisher of the Journal- 
American. Winchell is said to have 
frankly written just what happened | 
to Hearst, Sr., taking the attitude 
that he (Winchell), as one of the | 
highest paid employees in the Hearst | 
organization, should be responsible | 
to no one else. 

Meantime, Winchell is ignoring in- 
structions on whether to leave out 
the Casa Manana or any other item. | 
A previous tiff allegedly involved 
March of Time, which the columnist | 
since heard was on the Hearstian | 
tabu list. However, he never had | 
any instructions along those lines! 
either, 

Winchell pacted a new two-year | 
deal with the Mirror only last No- | 
vember. He draws a basic salary of | 
$52.000 a year as columnist, apart | 
from syndication income. Winchell is | 
said to have only met W. R. Sears | 
two or three times in his nine years 
with the Mirror, and has yet to real- 
ly ‘meet’ Publisher McCabe of the 
Mirror. He ran into him but once | 
in a public restaurant. 

Winchell had a gag, ‘No one is in 
debt to Mazie’s’, paraphrasing the 
Macy dept. store slogan, which Mc- 
Cabe also cut out. To prove to him- 
self that the gag would not have 
offended the Percy Straus store, the 
columnist sent it to the merchant for | 


an opinion, but no reply as yet. How- | 


occurred 





ever, it’s recalled that Arthur Bris- | 


bane personally landed the Macy | 
advertising for 


the Mirror some 
years ago by moving Winchell down 
to page 10, standing position, with | 
the Macy ad copy facing it on the 
right hand page. 





Audit Guild Strike Costs 

Cost of Newspaper Guild strikes | 
in metropolitan New York last year | 
have just been compiled in a special | 
audit. Total of three strikes is 
$52,200. Brooklyn Daily Eagle strike 
cost $41,000, North Shore Journal | 
$8,100, and the Long Island Press | 
$3,100. There were only two months | 
in 1937 when the Guild was not. 
carrying on a strike in greater New 
York. Another strike conducted by 
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'anapolis Star, Kansas Cit 


| nalls Co., $63,080 to a paper com- 


| Merle Armitage. 


| poser’s paintings will be reproduced. 


, Broadway repertoire. 


| the Guild at the Newark Ledger cost 
$15,000. 

N. Y. Guild is currently negotiat- 
ing with eight publishing firms for | 
3,000 newspaper employees, 2,000 of | 
whom are commercial workers. 
Guild expects to secure guild shop in 


| two of these firms for commercial 


employees. 


San Antonio Selling Itself 

San Antonio, voted 
city ad tax, is going in for self-plug- 
ging—$56,000 worth. Papers and 
mags that will get biz are Time, 
Wall St. Journal, Oil Weekly, Life, 
Chicago Journal of Commerce, Oil 
and Gas Journal, Business Week, 
Satevepost, Miami Herald, Success- 
ful Farming, Scribner's, National 
Geographic, The Instructor, House 
and Garden, Grade Teacher, Cappers 
Weekly, Country Gent, Denver Post, 
Des Moines Register, Detroit Free 
Press, Duluth News-Triktune, Indi- 
Journal- 
Post, Louisville Courier-Journal, | 
Minneapolis Tribune, Omaha World- 
Herald, St. Paul Pioneer-Press, To- 
ledo Times and Cincinnati Enquirer. | 

Deal being handled by Wyatt, 
Aniol & Auld, ad agy. 


George Clarke Off Mirror 

George Clarke has resigned as city 
editor of Hearst’s N. Y. Daily Mirro1 
and is said to be writing an original 
for Paramount based on N. Y. Dis- 
trict Attorney Thomas Dewey. Selig 
Adler, up to now assistant city edi- | 
tor of the Mirror succeeds Clarke in | 
that post. 

Clarke received 13 weeks’ sever- 
ance pay totalling $2,000. 


under newly 


Lit Digesi’s 77B 
Literary Digest will continue to 
operate under its present manage- 
ment but must obtain a court okay | 
to issue its next, according to an 
order last Thursday (17) by Federal 


Judge Robert P. Patterson, who 
granted the petition of the mag’s 


managers to reorganize under 77B 
of the Bankruptcy Act. At the same 
time Judge Patterson fixed April 15 
for a hearing of stockholders and 
creditors, at which time it will be 
decided whether to continue under | 
a trusteeship. 

The petition to reorg was filed 
Wednesday (16) through the Digest’s 
president, George F. Havell, who 
placed the corp’s liabilities at $1,- 
492,056 and assets at $850,000. The 
petition stated the Digest had over 
$425,000 subscribers but that in order 
to meet its creditors it was necessary 
to obtain additional capital. Among 
creditors, $60,000 by Funk & Wag- 


pany, and $29,000 owed to Cuneo 
Press for printing. These three | 
joined in the request to the court to | 
permit the present management to | 
continue under the court's super- | 
vision. The petioner also lists lia- 
bilities to subscribers of $611,000 in 
future issues. Scheduled current 
issue of March 27 will probably ap- 
pear under the court’s direction. 





Longmans-Green’s Gershwiniana 


Book on George Gershwin is being 
readied for October publication by 
Longmans, Green, to be edited by 
Unpublished pho- 
tographs and some 16 of the com- | 





Contributors include Serge Kousse- 
vitsky, DuBose Heyward, Jerome 
Kern, Olin Downes, Oscar Hammer- | 
stein 2d, Rouben Mamoulian, Walter | 
Damrosch, Paul Whiteman and Ira 
Gershwin. Still others are Isamu 
Noguchi, J. Rosamond Johnson, 
Henry Botkin, Harold Arlen, Isaac 
Goldberg, Todd Duncan and George 
Antheil. 

Book will contain a complete check 
list of Gershwin’s works from songs 
to concertos including his entire 





Rascoe, Mag Feud 

Burton Rascoe is the latest of the 
Ken magazine editorial staff to be- 
come involved in a controversy with 
the publishers of the mag, whose | 
| first issue is due March 31. Rascve 
has resigned from the board of edi- 
tors and also as literary crick at 
Esquive. Basis for the disagreement 
with David Smart, publisher, is Ras- 
coe’s contention that he was not paid 
for the work he had been doing for 
Ken preliminary to its publication 
and for which he had submitted a 
bill. 

Idea of publishing an_ insiders’ 
magazine, with a militantly pacifist, 
anti-Fascist and anti-Communist pol- 
1icy, seems to have cuused ruction be- 
| twen the mag’s editorial and adver- 
| tising departments. Articles on such 
| subjects as press censorship and the 
American Legion, by George Seldes, 
| have been thoroughly edited. 


| Guild Shop News 
| week in the mimeographed bulletin 


Job Security Clause 


Philly: Record unit of the News- 
paper Guild, first in the country to 
win a contract from 
came within 11 votes on Sunday (20) 
of approving a resolution to strike 
unless certain demands are met ina 
new binder. Vote was 83 against a 
walkout to 72 for. 


La-gest unit meeting in the history | 


of the Guild in this country, with 
more than 200 present, it lasted 
through more than three hours of 
bitter wrangling. 

Point of controversy with Publish- 
er J. David Stern is Guild’s demand 
for a ‘job-security’ clause in contract 
whicn follows exviration of present 
one on April 8. Negotiating commit- 
tee has been stalled for several 
months on this one clause. Stern has 
acceded to a 


policy,’ but the Guild wants job se- 


curity written into the contract for | 


its full term. 
Kidding the Home Team 
Following poem 
appeared last 


| published by the Time unit of the 


Newspaper Guild. As with other 


Time writings, its author is anony- | 


mous. Its title is ‘The Fortune Re- 


| searches Dilemma or How Can a Gir! 


Help Not Going Wrong’’ 


I've a passion to be palpably impartial | 


With reporter's objectivity I burn 

You will find me neither militant 
nor martial 

But for FORTUNE I don't 
which way to turn 

For the middle of the road has been 
denied me 


know 


| And I cannot stay on either side for 


long 
If I'm left or if I'm right, they’re 
there to chide me 
How cana poor girl keep from going 
wrong? 
CHORUS 


The writers are left and the editors | 


right 
And no matter which way I may lean 
The stuff that I check 
Gives me pains in the neck 
And I always get caught in between. 


I try to be fair, but I’m tearing my | 


hair 
And I'm 
gallons 
For the writers all say 
I'm in Morgan's pay 
And the editors say I'm in Stalin’s. 


Sobol’s Spotting 
Louis Sobol’s column which suc- 
ceeded to O. O. McIntyre’s position 
in Hearst papers, and which is being 
sold by King Features, appears in 
key cities 


troit, Baltimore and others. Ex- 


| cept for the Los Angeles Examiner 


where it’s opposite the editorial page, 
the column occupies the same space 
McIntyre had. 

At the N. Y. Journal-American 
plans for adding a Broadway col- 
umnist to handle the beat Sobol had 
until he switched to the McIntyre 
spot are understood off for the pres- 
ent, 

Charles B. Driscoll, directly suc- 
ceeding McIntyre on the McNaught 
syndicate, still has no New York 
paper and states that he’d prefer it 
that way. V. V. MeNilt, head of 
McNaught, feels otherwise and is 


| currently dickering for a N. Y. chan- 


nel, 





Denies Law’s Mantle to Sexers 

Two sexy magazines were lam- 
basted by N. Y. Supreme Court 
Justice Salvatore Cotillo on Friday 
in an opinion denying Ultem Publi- 
cations, Inc., an injunction to stop 
Arrow Publications, Inc., from in- 
fringing on a title. Ultem, which 
publishes the mag, Silk Stocking 
Stories objected to an Arrow rag 
calling itself Silk Stocking Maga- 
zine. In his 10-page decision, Judge 
Cotillo classified both publications 
as ‘lascivious and obscene. 
clared he had to place the exhibits 


| in the case under lock and key at his 


home to keep them ‘from falling into 
the hands of my young daughter.’ 

Judge Cotillo said, in part: 

‘The court has no power to stop 
the publication of magazines of this 
t-pe in aé civil proceeding, but 
neither will it lend itself to grant- 
ing <*» one the sole right to pub- 
lish such filth. Nor will it grant 
either magazine a cloak of respect- 
ability by issuing an injunction. In 
the interests of common decency, the 


prayer for an injunction will be de- 


| nied,’ 


Erskine Gwynne to Paris 
Erskine Gywnne has sailed for 
Europe apparently discontinuing the 
magazine Boulevardier. There was 


some talk of the mag being taken! 


over by Peter Arno, but this seems 
to have chilled. Mrs. Harry Payne 
'Whitney and a group of lawyers 


a publisher, | 


‘no-firing-for-90-days | 


written for the | 


weeping by buckets and 


including Chicago, Los | 
Angeles, San Francisco, Boston, De- | 


He de- | 


| were at first understood to be back 
|of the mag, which was an effort to 


| bring out a publication similar to one 


|formerly published in Paris. 


Wyn Holcomb, Garetto and Sylvia 
i Lyon were affiliated with the edi- 
‘torial end of the venture. 


Quebec Dailies Strike 


All daily Quebec city newspapers 
| here, with the exception of l’Action 
| Catholique, suspended publication 
Saturday, March 19, as a result of a 
' strike called by the Typographical 

Union (affiliated with the Interna- 
tional), 

Union demands are for a $2 
weekly increase and a reduction in 
i working hours from 48 to 44. In- 
creased salaries would up costs on 
some of the dailies by $20,000 annu- 
ally. 

Most important of the dailies af- 
| fected are Le Soleil, 
and Chronicle-Telegraph. JlAction 
Catholique employs Catholic Union 
workers and is not affected. 

Protest has been lodged with 
Montreal dailies advising that if 
metropolitan mewspapers are sent 
into Quebec while the strike is 01 
the union will call out its men from 
the Montreal plants. 


Film Bites Publisher 
Stackpole will publish ‘The Ad- 
; ventures of Chico,’ by Stacy and Hor- 
ace Woodard next month. 


released in N. Y. It will be illustrated 
with scenes from the picture. Central 
character is Chico, a 10-year-old 
peon, story of the film being his re- 
lations with the wild animals of the 
vicinity. 

Book will include experiences the 
producers had in making the film. 





} New Publication 
American Kosher Butcher Week- 
ly, Inc., New York, has been char- 
| tered to publish a magazine relat- 
ing to kosher butchers. Directors 
are: Isaac Wolff. Samuel Jacobi and 
William Hess, Bayonne, N. J. 


Quin Hall Economy Victim 

| Quin Hall, veteran cartoonist for 
| Hearst papers, let out last week by 
| Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph in that 
paper’s latest economy drive. Been 
with the sheet for almost 10 years. 
Several others got their walking 
| papers, too, discharges following on 
' heels of contract consummation with 
i; Newspaper Guild. 

| Employees all received dismissal 
bonuses set up in agreement. 


————» 


Photo Mag for Negroes 


Snaptone, a national photo mag 


| for Negroes, will make its first ap- 
| pearance in April, published and 


,|bankrolled by Eulalia Barrow 
Gaines, sister of heavyweight 
|champ Joe Louis. Paul Moody, 


| former publisher of the weekly Pon- 
|tiac (Mich.) Post, will be managing 
| editor. 

Initial run of 25,000 copies planned 
for first edition, which’ll contain 28 
pages including two full-page color 
icartoons by E. Russel Hardy (Mrs. 
| Elizabeth Crosby), who's art editor 
| of new mag. 


Rape Picture Draws Ban 
First issue of Focus, a new picture 
mag was banned from newsstands in 
| Boston. Reason for the ban was pub- 
|lication of a woman described as 
| raped and said to have been taken 

in Spain. 

Same picture was published in a 
| recent issue of the magazine See, 
| which was banned in New York, but 
| which escaped the censor’s eye in 
| Boston. Reported that newsstands 
| in the Hub are inspected monthly for 
| ‘objectionable’ matter, 





Modern Mechanix Changing 
Modern Mechanix will switch its 
| title in June to Mechanix Illustrated. 

Size of the magazine will be in- 
creased, but format remains the 
same, 


Film File Bibliography 
Film File is the title of the Gotham 


(N.Y.) Book Mart’s’ forthcoming 
catalog of books covering films, 


| photography and radio. 

t contains a list of 370 books and 
is believed the first of its kind to 
comprehensively cover tomes relat- 
ing to pictures, 

| LITERATI OBITS THIS WEEK 
Arthur F. Willmarth, 80, cartoon- 


ist on the old Denver Republican, 
died at his ranch near Fairplay, 
Colo. He was at his peak in the 
90's. Herbert Johnson, of the Sat- | 


evepost, was one of his pupils. 
Charles F. Kindt, 67, president of 

the John C. Winston Co., publishers. 

was killed Saturday (19) night in 


Jack Campbell, Eleanor Lothrop, | 


lEvenement, | 


Book is} 
| based on the film which the brothers | 
' made in Mexico which was recently | 


a 


—_————__s 


fe two-story plunge over a rail and 
into a stair well at the Belleyue.~ 
Stratford Hotel, Philadelphia. Hae 
is believed to have been struck by a 
heart attack or cerebral hemorrhace 
|and toppled over as he seized the 
| rail to brace himself. 

Gerald Marr Thompson, noted 
| critic, died in Sydney, March 2, at 
| the age of 81. Became musical and 
| dramatic critic of the Sydney (Aus- 
| tralia) Morning Herald in 1891, and 
held this post until his retirement in 
1925. After his retirement he wrote 
articles on music and stage for Lon- 
; don papers. Widow survives. 

John McNaught, 89, died in San 
Jose, Calif. He retired from news- 
paper work 20 years ago and had 
made his home in Paris for 15 years 
before returning to California i, 
| 1934. McNaught had been associated 
with Joseph Pulitzer, of old N. Y 
World, for several years and was 
former editor of San Jose Mercury 
and editor and mgr. of San Yran- 


al l 


| cisco Call. Wife, former Dr. Mar- 
| garet Shallenberger, three nieces, 
| three nephews, survive. 

Walter Wilder, 78, former man- 


aging editor of the Colorado Springs 
Gazette and Pueblo Chieftain and 
member of the Denver News staff, 
died at his ranch near Rifle, Colo. 
He retired from newspaper work 
about 15 years ago. Burial was in 
| Pueblo, Colo. 

Arthur B. Ogle, 56, former press 
|agent and Michigan newspaperman 
died March 13 in Detroit. He worked 
on newspapers in Pontiac, Flint and 
| Kalamazoo before joining the De- 
| troit News as state editor in 1910 
| Later became city editor of old De- 
| troit Journal, and joined Detroit 
| Times a3 city editor in 1922. 

Corwin J. Root, 47, news editor of 
| the Long Beach (Calif.) Press-Tele- 
gram for the past 10 years, died 
| there March 17, a few days after 
completing a novel. He began his 
newspaper career in Cincinnati 
Surviving are his widow and fouc 
children, 


| 


CHATTER 
Jimmie Fidler’s syndicated film 
column now appearing in 115 news- 
| papers. 
Frank Hanighen has sailed for Eur- 
ope planning to take in France, Italy 
| and Spain. 

Lynn Starling has written a new 
play titled ‘Miraculous Journey 
based on a story by John Erskine 

George Bradshaw returning from 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., this week (26) 
where he’s been visiting Price Day. 

Book and Magazine Guild in N. Y. 
joining in a confab of A. F. of L. 
and C, I. O. unions, April 1, to fight 
| labor spies. 

Charles Nevins, Pulitzer prize win- 
ner, working on a biog of John D. 
Rockefeller, to be published by 
| Scribner’s next year. 


Irving Crump, managing editor of 
| Boys Life, official publication of Boy 
| Scouts of America, checked in at 
| Universal studio to scenarize the 
story of scouting. 

Janet Riesenfeld, dancer, being 
| partied tomorrow (24) at the Rain- 
bow Room, N. Y. by Funk & Wag- 
| nalls, publishers of her _ book, 
|‘Dancer in Madrid.’ 
| Ned Armstrong, until recently p.a. 
|for United Artists has finished a 
| book titled ‘The Girl in the Red Hat. 
| Deals: with picture business in the 
| East. Maxim Lieber is agenting. 
| Second novel by Nathan Hoffman, 
| Fo::-West Coast theatre supervisor, 
| is on the presses in Los Angeles, un- 
|der the title of ‘Playing with Des- 
| tiny.’ His first bore th- tag, “Un- 
| daunted.’ 
| H. H. Cahill, circulation manager 
|of the Seattle Times, moves up %% 
_business management, taking the 
place of Maj. Logan, who resigned 
to accept a berth with W. R. Hearst 
| organization. 

Douglas Reed one of chief foreign 
correspondents of the London Times 
|has fled Austria. Took with him ms. 
of ‘Insanity Fair; A European Caval- 
cade,’ which Covici expects to pubd- 

lish next month, 


Putnam’s will publish a mystery 
titled ‘Death Is Quicker Than the 
Eye,’ by Clayton Rawson. Author 
a commercial artist and when he 

:had sold mms. immediately ask-4 


| for job to do the jacket. 
| Herbert Drake's column on ne 
of the theatre was out of last Sun- 
day’s N. Y. Herald Tribune drama 
section and also on Monday this 
|; week. Drake was laid up ove! 
| week end after having eaten sosm-e- 
thing he hadn’t oughter. 
Efforts to line up a debate be 
Heywood Broun, president of the 
Newspaper Guild and Arthur Roo» 
of Editor and Publisher are curren! 
being carried on by the N. Y. Guild» 
Forum Committee. Debate, if 3° 
when, will probably be at the A: 
| Hotel, N. Y. next month. 
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Harlan Thompson looking over the 
Broadway shows. 

Sammy Weisbord back from 10- 
day West Indian cruise, 


Derta Rosan quit ‘Brothers Ash- | 


kenazi’ when it took to road. 

Lillian DeCosta won $6 first prize 
in Paramount’s bridge tournament, 

Mrs. Frank Gillmore 
after her illness. 

Ann Clark has returned to 
home in Philly until next fall. 
in the recent ‘Many Mansions.’ 

June Walker recovered from re- 
cent complications of her last year’s 
leg infection. 

Maxwell Anderson was consider- 
ing writing a play for Jane Cowl, but 
has dropped the idea. 

George Hirliman in from Coast 
talking plans for future Comdor pic- 
tures. 

Art Michaud scouted midwest for 
recruits to Gene Krupa new or- 
chestra. 


her 
Was 


Leon Enken (Leon & Eddie’s) to 
Hot Springs, Ark., for 21 days, now 


that Eddie Davis is back. 

James McCarthy switched to the 
N. Y. Hotel Association from the 
Fifth Ave. Association. 

George Bunce, with bank for 25 
years, made manager of Times Sq. 
Corn Exchange branch last week. 

John Cecil Holm almost finished 
a revised ‘Four Cents a Ward.’ Plan- 
ning to spend the summer at Cape 
Cod. 

Bob Bundy and Bob Kerr to road 
again, now that spring is here to line 


up one-niters, ete. for *harlie 
Shribman, 

Richard Ingram resigned from 
Rockwell-O’Keefe and has returned 


to Philadelphia to handle own 


agency. 


Albertina Rasch drew a nag in the | 


English Grand National. Assured of 
at least two grand and a crack at 
$150,000. 


Carrol Case, drama crick for Judge | 


mag, and son of the Algonquin 
hotel's Frank Case, to broadcast to- 
night his first of weekly airings on 
legit. 

Louis and Bess Gensler due in 
from Hollywood. Plan sailing on the 
Normandie for abroad next Wednes- 
day (30). 

Mary Mason robbed of several 
dollars backstage at the Ritz, last 
week during rehearsals for ‘School- 
house on the Lot.’ 

Nat Lief has a rubber stamp, ‘Hav- 
ine fine time, etc.,’ for impression 
upon postcards from whatever resort 
he happens to be visiting. 

‘Vienna, City of Dreams’ and kin- 


dred theme songs on the sundry 
‘waltz nights’ around town are no 


longer fave tunes these days. 


Capitol hotel. on Eighth avenue, | 


can’t accept a likker sign for its side 
wall. Knights of Columbus connec- 
tion nixing boozers. 


Virginia Carrington Thomas, mu- | 
sician, 56 East 59th street, in volun- | 


tary bankruptcy, liabilities at $4,490 
and no assets. Department stores 
the chief creditors. 

Harry Green, brother of booker 
Will Green and himself recently 
turned booker, has taken over the 
management of the Glen Island Ca- 
sino, New Rochelle, for the summer. 

Richard C. Patterson, Jr., former 
executive v. p. of NBC, is chairman 
of an honorary committee of 38 spon- 
soring the Carnegie Hall appearance 


April 1 of Osa Johnson, widow of the | 


explorer. 

Otto Harbach in New York last 
week from Hollywood, having fin- 
ished work on ‘Gentleman Unafraid,’ 
the new musical he wrote with 
Jerome Kern and Oscar Hammer- 
stein 2d. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Marge Nelson off for Columbus, 
O., and some night club dates. 


Chick Floyds have taken a Squirrel 


Hill apartment for their stay here. 
Leighton Nobles celebrate their 


first wedding anniversary Tuesday | 


(29). 
Lawrence Tibbett may open annual 
a Beegle concert seuson in the 
all, 
Richard Mills 


(Shirley Heller) 


have moved from Chicago io New | 


York. 

Jackie Heller's frau preceding him 
fo town by two weeks for visit with 
In-laws, 

Eddie Peyton returning from Mi- 


ami to open his roadhouse nitery 
April 15, 
Frank Blandis’ celebrated their 


fifth wedding anniversary over the 
weekend. 

Ben Brown and Harry Feinstein 
planning another cruise to the West 
Indies together. 


" . ° | 
Maxine Sullivan's former accom- 


Panist, Louise Mann, now soloing at 
Playhouse Grill. 

Chester Wallace to 
Papermen’s annual 
late next month. 

Dave Selznick back from 
more after a month at the 
Hopkins hospital. 

Sylvan Simons, of Pittsburgh, will 
e three in June. He's Universal 
director on Coast. 

Tom Fizdale flew in from Chicago 


news- 
Show 


stave 
Gridiron 


Balti- 
Johns 


improved 














| to attend Darrell V. Martin-Rosalind 

| Wikander wedding. 

Variety Club to hold its first din- 
ner-dance Monday (28) 
Jerry Mayhali’s music. 

| Claire Cupps, former 

'chorine, and Tom Rice 

| nounced their engagement. 
Pitt Cap and Gown club has rented 

scenery from two Max Gordon 

shows, ‘Great Waltz’ and ‘Save Me 
the Waltz,’ for its annual musical, 
| ‘Pickets, Please.’ 

Freddy Meyers has quit the per- 
forming ranks to go into the agency 
‘business. Joins Harp Vaughan office, 

recently organized by former Pitts- 
| burgh Pirate pro football player. 


Stanley 
have an- 


Mi hi 
By Les Rees 
Caesar’ an 
Lyceum legit booking 
Irving Gillman, indie exhibitor, re- 
covering from operation 
Judy Garland planning trip to 
home town, Grand Rapids. Minn. 
Kenny Adams, Paramount booker. 


9 ilius } 
JULLUS adaitional 


her 


planning spring wedding to Dorothy | 


Swanson. 

Sol Fisher, indie exhibitor here, 
recently became father of a son, his 
first child. 


Eleven-year-old son of Al Lutz, of | 


Warner Bros., recovering from fall 
into Mississippi. 

W. A. V. Mack, GB special repre- 
sentative, departed for Milwaukee 
after fortnight here. 

Fred Abelson, formerly GB branch 


manager here, now handling ‘Birth 
of Baby’ (Indie) for territory. 

Son of L. E. Goldhammer, RKO 
branch manager, home from Shat- 
jtuck Military Academy for Easter 
| holidays. 

G. Malafronte, Universal home 


office representative, visiting south- 
ern Minnesota accounts with Joe 
Fieldman. 

Lou Breese released from 
Nicollet Minnesota Terrace contract 
to accept Chicago Chez Paree en- 
gagement. 

Ralph Stitt, United Artists’ home 
office exploiteer, here working on 
;‘Goldwyn Follies,’ underlined for 
Minnesota. 

Manny Gottleib, now Universal 
branch manager in Chicago, a Min- 
neapolitan and once with First Na- 
tional here. 

Gilbert Nathanson, Maitland 
Frosch and Fred Abelson sponsoring 
Big Apple party at Twin City 
Variety Club. 


Frank Mantzke, Universal branch | 
Dakota, | 


manager, back from North 
where he gave ‘Mad About Music 
(U) trade showing at Bismarck. 





Palm Springs 


Howard Strickling here on first lap 
of three-week vacation. 

Leo Carrillo served as grand mar- 
| shall of annual Circus Week parade. 

Herbert Marshall hosted the Bill 
Gargans, Johnny Mack Browns, 
Glenda Farrell, “Big Boy’ Williams, 
Claire Dodd, Billy Bakewell, 
Ted Fio Rito, John J. Raskob and 
Phil Ormsby at a cocktail party. 

Highlight of El Mirador’s kangaroo 
| court party was the trial of Freeman 
| Gosden, haled before ‘Judge’ Frank 
|Morgan by ‘Prosecutor’ 
| Owens. 
| air characters in replying to charges, 
|‘Amos’ drew an equal number of 
fines from the ‘befuddled’ jurist. 





|‘Kids Run Radio’ | 


(Continued from page 1) 
| 





lit was something that couldn't be 
explained, ‘any more than one could 
| explain love.’ Pointed to Jack Benny 
as a great exponent of timing in 
radio. 

Cantor pointed out to the group 
the difficulties of writing a weekly 
program to please 18,000,000, es- 
pecially with the amounts of don'ts 
imposed. Somebody will complain if 
| you just say ‘hello,’ he said, or ‘I 
iike apple pie.’ 

Most people ir. radio, Cantor said, 
| are guessing. They don’t know. 


| He urged the class to start to an- | 
ticipate the wants of listeners just as | 


milliners do. ‘So must you,’ he said, | 


‘anticipate what people will laugh at 
| or be entertained with.’ He reminded 
the group that while it may be fine 
‘to write nice things, not everybody 
could have a Tiffany business and 
that Woolworth did more sales vol- 
ume annually in jewelry than Til- 
fany’s. 

,| Cantor spoke quickly 
much ground and answered al] the 
group’s questions which had been put 
to him in writing before he arrived. 
As the evening progressed and there 
seemed the possibility of a continual 
barrage of questions, the instructor 
broke in with, ‘I think we'll let Pro- 
fessor Cantor get away to the Golden 
Gloves,” whereupon the Professor 
made a hasty exit amidst student ap- 
plause. Latter was as much for the 
| non-academic wisdom imparted as 
his wit, which, as could be expected, 
ably punctured the serious side of 
| the talk with laughs. 


covering 


night to! 


Hotel | 


Mrs. | 


Reginald | 
Using voices of four of his | 








Biil Ostrer wants Naunton Wayne 
for Will Hay’s next picture for 
Gainsborough Films. 

Gypsy Markoff at the New Yorker, 
London’s latest bottle party nitery, 
with Reva Rayes to follow. 

A new Karel Capek play, ‘Power 


and Glory.’ to be presented in the | 


West End by Jack de Leon, 

U. S. Ambassador Joseph P. Ken- 
nedy visited Pathe’s studio to view 
newsreel clips of his landing. 

Paul Decca, who helped to find 
talent for Frank Neal's Australian 
units, is ill in local sanitarium. 

Marjorie Dash, only 
the Irwin Dashes }USt 
Arnold Somerray, 


daughter of 
betrothed to 
non-profess 


Tom Bostock has bought the West 


End rights to ‘Love and Charing |; 
Cross,’ which was done at Covent 
Garden 

Beatrice Lillie will double from 
Charles Cochran’s revue into Ciro’s 
Club some time in June, for a month 
at least. 


Tommy 
daughter 
touring 
Murder,’ 

Emile Boreo booked for Australia. 
Sails Aug. 28. Contract calls for 10 
weeks at $875, with option for 40 
more weeks, 

Jack Edge will play the Cliff Mol- 
lison role in ‘Balalaika’ tour for Tom 
Arnold, which is not going out be- 
fore the fall. 

Herb Wilcox thought up 
, title change for his 
Victoria epic to be 
Glorious Years.’ 
| ‘Venus in Silk,’ the Lee Ephraim 
musical, starring Carl Brisson, which 
|has been touring the sticks with 
varying success, will not come to 
the West End. 

Title selected for Charles Coch- 
ran’s musical, featuring Flanagan 
and Allen and Beatrice Lillie, is 
‘Happy Returns.’ 

British National has bought Staf- 
ford Dickens ‘The Second Mr. Bush’ 
tor Richard Goulden, ‘Mr. Penny’ of 
broadcasting fame. 

Jack Edge will play the Cliff 
| Mollison part in ‘Balalaika,’ on tour. 
/Tom Aronld not likely to take show 
out before the fall. 

Sandy Powell, who ranks next to 
George Formby among British film 
stars, signed by Sam Smith, head of 
British Lion Films, till 1941. 

Guy Spaul, of Hippodrome’s ‘Hide 


MacNaughton, youngest 
of Alice Lloyd, going with 
company of ‘Wanted for 


another 
second Queen 
called ‘Sixty 


and Seek’ musical, marrying Pa- 
tricia Wilding, actress. Spaul is 


English although born in Baltimore. 
' Nat Harris, head of Embassy Or- 
chestras, N.Y., here for four weeks 


| to see his brother, Maestro Jack 
Harris, whom he has not seen in 
four years. 


Steve Geray and his wife, Magda 
Kun, to go into vaudeville. Open for 
{indie circuit, and if vehicle found 
satisfactory will play for General 
Theatres Corp. 
| Austin Melford, former actor and 
stage and screen writer, has been 
signed by Irving Asher for Warner’s 
scenario department at its Tedding- 
ton studios. Joins March 28. 

Receipts of ‘Hide and Seek,’ the 
London Hippodrome musical, which 
recently dived to danger zone, have 
upped to $4,000 since being ethered. 
'But show not likely to go beyond 


' middle of April. 

John Maxwell and Murray Silver- 
stone having long confab to discuss 
future policy of Associated British 
Picture Corp. regarding the film 
bookings of United Artists for Max- 
well’s circuit. 

‘Boss of Lonely Valley,’ Universal 
|horse opera, which was second fea- 
‘tured with ‘Sweet Devil,” a Jack 
Buchanan Film Productions picture, 


was pulled after second day at 
Leicester Square theatre. 
Vinton Freedley' dickered with 


and John Mills for 
show before he left 
{for New York. Likely to be musical 
iby Howard Lindsay and _ Russell 

with music by Harold Arlen. 


Crouse. 


Bobby Howes 
fall Broadway 


ve 
! Beriin 
Elly Ney giving piano recitals in 
Switzerland. 
Ernest Ansermet from 
| conduct Berlin orchestra. 
Hanns Schindler, director of ‘Ka- 
barett der Komiker,’ dead 
| Chieko Hara, young 
scheduled for concert here. 
Michael Bohnen in Smetana’s ‘Bar- 
tered Bride’ at Deutsches opry. 
Conductor Kar] Elmendorff to join 
German State staff in fall. 
Danish ballet signed for guest per- 
formances at Theatre des Vilkes. 
Oscar Wilde’s ‘Lady Windermere’s 
Fan’ at Kleines theatre has 300th re- 
peat here 
Major Yeats-Brown, of 
Lancers’ fame, to M 
Mardi Gr: 
Brazil 
d’Aragao, having a 
ait B: ne Isbe rg 
Deka Filn 
‘Kleine Nachtmusik’ 


Zurich to 


Japanese, 


op! . 


‘Bengal 
inich for the 


> | - “ 
ambassador, Dr. 


look at Ufa stu- 


starting Mozart's 
after Moricke’s 


novel, ‘Mozart Traveling to Prague.’ | 
tarting to shoot Terra | 


Tour jansky 
film ‘Gehein 


zeichen LB 17,’ with 


Willy Birgel and Hilde Weissner 
leading. 

Fdward R. Murrow, London Co- 
jlumbia exce, in for a haddle with 


ional, |} 


Moniz | 


| Bob Shirer, Col’s continental repre- | 


| sentative. 


|; Jacques Feyder finished Tobis | 
picture ‘Fahrendes Volk,’ his second 
|German-French combo, at Geisel- 
| gasteig studio, Munich. 

} Gherardi’s Italian comedy, ‘The 
Decoy,’ on the ether, with Victor de 


Kowa in the lead. Latter also star- 
| ring in forthcoming legit and screen 
| play. 

| Harold Paulsen and _ Heinrich 
|George, two pop legit and screen 
jactors, going to direct two legit 


houses here. 
| Nollendorf 

while 
exploit the classics. 


Paulsen starting at the 
with musical pieces 


| Sydney 


Major moves still keeping Sir Ben 
Fuller busy in New Zealand 

Advertising war still on between 
major chains and local newspape! 

Jim Davidson's band doing very 


well for Australian Broadcasting 
Commission on the road 
Tom Casserly, formerly house 
manager of Greater Union's State, 
| Sydney, has resigned to join Hoyts 
Bob 
for Tivoli, has 


} 


Originally imported 


had playing time ex- 


Parrish, 


' 

| tended ‘or repeats over Hoyts’ chain 
in the ace states, 

| After completion of ‘Emile Zola’ 


| (WB) at Century, Sydney. Hoyts will 
i bring in UA’s ‘Hurricane’ for run 
| Former, however, is still pulling big. 
' Outery against the importation of 
cheap American pulps is being made 
lto the New Zealand government. 
| Same thing happened here but gov- 
;ernment has not nixed imports. 
After an excellent run in Greater 
Union’s State, Sydney, ‘100 Men and 


Girl’ (U) was spotted same manage- | 


ment’s second-releaser, Lyric. B.o. so 
| big there that film was held over 

Marcus show bows out for South 
Africa after a record run for Fullers- 
Snider-Dean. One who should know 
| said Marcus had never made so much 
money before in his life as that got- 
ten from Australia and New Zealand. 
| F-S-D reported not to have done as 
| high as Marcus, but satisfied, never- 
theless. 





Paris 
Igor Stravinsky ill with flu. 
Fred 

tour. 
Claudetie Colbert 

Paris. 
Restaurant des 

to open May 4. 


and hubby in 





Ambassadeurs set 


Serge Berline, ‘Paris Soir’ cine-| 
ma critic, dead. 

Colette Vernon booked for new 
Bal Tabarin show. 

Jim Witteried handling publicity 
for Chez Florence. 

Cinema  Agriculteurs changing 


name to Le Broadway. 

‘Hurricane’ (UA) replacing ‘La 
Marseillaise’ at Olympia. 

Mimi Pinson opening 
hall on Champs-Elysees. 

Carmen Salzar, Spanish 
recitaling at Salle Pleyel. 

Edouard Champion, historian of 
Comedie-Francaise, dead. 

Chez Charpini and Sheherezade, 
niteries plugging one another. 

Wallace Beery, vacationing § in 
Cannes with wife and daughter. 

Vivian Romance and Roger Duch- 
esne signing to star in ‘Gibraltar.’ 

Nara Padlo held over one month 
at Sheherezade. Doubling at Le 
Bosphore. 

Christine Mardayne in from Vien- 
na to French debut in Pabst's ‘The 
Shanghai Drama.’ 


new dance 


dencer, 


in ‘Corsaire’ by Marcel Archard, now 
in rehearsal at Theatre l’Athenee. 
Roger Vercel’s story ‘Remorque’ 
being adapted for pix. 
‘Cyclone,’ with Jean Gabin starring. 


marrying Mirielle Balin by ad- 
mitting he is still married to first 
wife. 

Betty Stockfield signing with An- 


in ‘Les Nouveaux Riches’ with Raimu 
opposite. 

Ketti Gallian signing with Pierre 
Billon for fermme lead in ‘La Piste 
du Suid’ adapted from an O. P. Gil- 
bert story. 





John Loder back from Riviera 
where exteriors of ‘Katia’ were shot. 
| Wife, Micheline Chevil, expecting 


happy event shortly 

Raymond Ber ard in St. Moritz 
shooting exteriors for ‘Katis,’ film 
Danielle Darrieux will make when 
; she returns from Hollywood. 

Felix Gundera adapting ‘Le Par- 

adis de Satan’ ‘y Andre Armandy 
for film. which he'll direct Jeun- 
Pierre Aumont in the lead. 
} Jean-Louis Barrault, with cast of 
20 young artists. off to Alps for ex- 
teriors of Jean-Benoit Levy's ‘Nous, 
adapted from Julien Luchaire Al- 
titude 3,209.’ 


G. W. Pabst 


off for Saigon by 
| plane to shoot exteriors for ‘The 
|; Drama at Shanghai,’ but too much 
drama at Shanghai prevented him 
| from taking shots there. 

Pierre Renoir Jeaving cast of ‘Le 
Corsaire,” by Marcel 


} Archard, now 
in rehearse] at the Theatre de 
L’Athenee necause Archard ecriti- 

| cized La Marseillaise’ film pro- 


duced hy ‘Jean Renoir. the ector’ 


| brother 


George at Schillertheatre will | 


Adison and orchestra off on | 


Marcel Dalio signed for a top part | 


To be called | 


Tino Rossi scotching reports he is | 


dre Barthomieu for top femme role | 
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ER 


Holly wood 


Claire Trevor has flu 
W Jlliam Rankin 


out of hospit: 
Spencer Tracy discharged f:em 
hospital. 
Ann Sheridan recuperating «after 


| tonsilectomy. 
Charles Payne, editor of Pic mag, 
touring the studios. 
Henry Hathaway ha: 
guna Beach manse. 
Pete Smith back at Metro «tier 
being bedded by cold 
Nedda Harrigan to San Fiance see 
bedside of ailing niece. 


bought « La- 


Cliff Reid back at RKO afte 
weeks weeks in Europe 
Claude Rains and family off fe 


their Pennsylvania farm 


Joe Penner installing golf course 
on his Brentwood estate 

Lanny Ross off on five weeks’ con- 
cert tour of the northwest 

Nan Blair joined Zeppc Viarx 
agency’s story department 

L. K. Sidneys celebrating the 
25th wedding anniversary 

Douglas Perry, legit moppet, here 
from New York for pictures. 

Ann Dvorak and Leslie Fenton ob- 
served wedding anniversary. 
Janet Gaynor and hei 
soaking up Palm Springs sun 

Edward G. Robinson to New York 
after completing current picture 
Norman McLeod back afte: 
months in New York and Miam 

Charles Raudebaugh left the 20th- 
| Fox studio praisery due to illne 
| Robert Ritchie, Metro European 
| executive, here for studio huddles 
| Dolores Del Rio and Cedric Gib- 
| bons home after European vacation, 

Frieda Inescort and Ben Ray Red- 
mond vacationing in Ensenada, Mex, 
| Tom Baily, National Screen 
| vice exec, quarantined for chicken 
pox. 

Sumrer Lyon back in Warners’ 
| Casting office after Mexico City vaea- 
tion. 

_ Jack Pearl to New York, 

| he has a deal for a Summer: 
show. 

i; Dick Powell and Joan Blondel 

| purchased threeacre estate in Brent- 
vood, 

Bob Murphy, actor and cafe owner, 


mother 


two 


Ser- 


where 
ether 


;} recuperating after nervous bresk- 
down, 
Richard Cherwin joined Willism 


Stephens agency in charge of radio 
| talent. 

Jimmy McHugh and Harold Adam- 
son partied by cast of ‘Mad About 
Music’ (U), 
| Al Lichtman and Si Seadler back 
from Metro’s regional convention in 
Kansas City. 

Rosemary Lane and _ the 
planning Manhattan vacation 
final broadcast. 

William K. Howard and the missus 
renewing acquaintances after Jong 
London sojourn. 

Rollie Asher off Paramount's 
‘Cocoanut Grove’ as assistant diree- 
tor because of flu. 

Henri Verstappen, of Republie, 
back from three-week story research 
trip through the South. 
| Naomi Childers, kid actress in 
| silent pictures, returns to the screen 
|in Metro’s “Three Comrades.’ 
| George Arliss trained out for New 
York after Monday night's (21) 
broadcast to sail for England. 
| Arnold Gurtler, prexy of Elitch’s 
| Gardens, Denver, in Hollywood to 
scout talent for summer shows. 

Gail Gitterman, ex-Chicayvo news- 
paperman, joined Metro’s shorts de- 
/partment as idea concocter aid re- 
| Searcher, 

William F, McDermott, film editer 

of the Cleveland Plain Dealer, here 
to do a series of yarns on the studio 
| labor situation. 
Robert Ellis and Helen Logan back 
| from San Antonio, where they went 
to gather material for the next Jane 
| Withers screen play. 

Louis B. Mayer, Jerry Mayer and 
Arthur Freed returned from San 
Francisco, where they attended tie 
annual Shrine Hibernian luncheon 
| Rufus Blair and Idwal Jones. 
Paramount publicists, have returned 
from transcontinental trips. Blair 
contacting newspapers in 26 Key 
cities, while Jones discussed Pur 
yarns with editors of New Yerk 
Magazines, 


Des eines 


Local film exchanges now being 
picketed in strike of film delive: 
truck drivers. 

The Myron Blanks and G. R:i:} 
Brantons off to Florida’ unt the 
first of April. 

The Jack Kennedys (Metro). Ma- 
rie Frve (Tri-States) and Vic Weiser 
off to Mexico. 

Me! Evidon has returned fron 
celsior Springs, where he recupe- 
rated from a recent illness 

Tri-States has bought a site in 


mater 
after 








Highland Park for another theatre 
Construction to start April 1 

The President, which opened 23 
years ago as the Orpheum, tc te 


razed in favor of parking lot 

H. R. Gross, WHO nev 
to be considering candidacy fi 
publican governor nomination. 

Lucille Stiles, of Tri-States, to icin 
her husband, Ray Stiles, now ; t- 
ant manager of the Fox-Wesi Coast 


itheatre, S: vo. 
: Sap VEE coccncececs 


Caster aid 
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AUSTIN PARKER 
Austin Parker, 46, playwright and 
film scenarist, died suddenly in Los 
Angeles March 20. He was formerly 
married to Miriam Hopkins. 

When stricken deceased was at 
Universal working on screenplay 
‘Road to Reno’ for which assignment 


he interrupted preparation in New 


York of a stage play. 

Deceased was a native of Montana 
and educated at Cornell, after which 
he started newspaper career as N. Y. 
Tribune reporter. During the war he 
was with Lafayette Escadrille and 
won several citations. 

Later he wrote short stories and a 
play. ‘Week End’ which was pro- 
juced on Broadway and later bought 
by Paramount which studio called 
him west for adaptations and dialog. 


He also did several originals for 


RKO and Warners. 
A daughter and sister survive. 


ALLEN DEUTSCH 

Allen Deutsch, 50, theatrical attor- 
nev, died suddenly in his office some 
time between Thursday night and 
Friday morning (20), when he was 
discovered by the cleaning staff of 
the Knickerbocker office building, 
152 West 42d street, New York, where 
he had his office. He had been study- 
ing some legal papers last, apparent- 
ly, and was found sprawled on his 
office couch with the brief case full 
of papers open beside him. 

Deutsch had a number of {mpor- 
tant show biz clients, and as personal 
representative and power-of-attorney 
for Clifford C. Fischer, the Paris and 
New 
very active of late in connection 
with the French Casino affairs until 


York showman, Deutsch was | 


, Sheriff Dez Coin said White appar- 


ently 
volver. 


had shot himself with a eit 
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| presentations, 





Amusement Company managerial 
staff in Pittsburgh, died suddenly at 


| his home there last week. 


Mrs. Harold Torrey, 64, grand- 


Wnite, reported to have been quite! mother of Eleanor Powell, died in 


wealthy, retired to the Ozarks two | 


years ago. He had been in ill health 


for some time and recently had be- | 


come crippled with arthritis. 


ROBERT C. STUEVE 


Robert C. Stueve, 72, for long a 
Findlay, O., theatre operator, died 
suddenly at his home in Findlay, | 


March 15. At the time of his death | 
he was head of concerns which op- 
erated three theatres at Findlay. 

He operated the Orpheum theatre | 
at Canton for many years and | 
opened his first theatre at Akron in 
1912. A son Walter, identified with 
the Findley theatres, survives, 


Burial was in Mansfield, O. | 
ERNEST DRYDEN 
| Ernest Dryden, 50, film costume 


died suddenly March 17} 
following a heart attack at his home | 
lin West Los Angeles. He is sur- 
vived by a brother and sister in 
| Europe, 

Deceased had been associated with | 
Universal, Columbia and Selznick- 
International He styled the fem- 
|inine apparel for ‘Lost Horizon’ and 
|‘Garden of Allah.’ 
ee 
MRS. WILLIAM T. LAWRENCE 

Mrs. William T. Lawrence, who 
sang with Doring’s band on the first 
transcontinental broadcast of WHAZ, 
Troy, during the pioneer days, and 
| who had since radioed many times 
|with Lawrence Trio, died at her 
| home in North Troy, March 15, after 
a six months’ illness. 


| designer, 








Fischer bowed out of there last fall | Widower, son and two daughters, 
scner DOW AS re e 5 
; . : survive. 
He is survived by his widow, son and ° 
daughter, 


-_—_-—___—— 


J. F. HOWARD 
Funeral services for J. F. Howard, | 


F. Willard McGuire, 65, Philadel- 


| enous 

F. WILLARD McGUIRE | 
| } 
| phia theatre manager for 21 years, | 


Hollywood March 17 after a linger- 
ing illness. 





| Mrs. Anna Cohen, 67, mother of 
| Sammy Cohen, screen actor, died in 


Hollywood March 17 following heart 
attack. 

Walter F. Ehle, 37, Warners studio 
technician, died in Los Angeles, 


March 17. 





Jurisprudence 





(Continued from page 1) 


| Court of Appeals and in the U. S. 


Supreme Court. 
Sound-on-film, sound-on-disc, or 
sound-on-steel-tape method can be 


employed, under the legislation, 


which directs the Treasury depart- 


ment to conduct research to see if 
higher courts could not be given a | 
more complete and realistic version | 
of what happened in the first round, 
Committee feels cost of 


may be cut, justice will be more cer- | 


tain, and time will be saved. 


Legislation authorizing  installa- 
tion of recording and 
equipment on a wider scale has been 


until 


reproducing 


pigeon-holed more data is 


available, 


MARRIAGES 


Irene Lenkoscky to Edward 





litigation | 





——___— 





these news items; each has been 





| News From the Dailies 


Father of John Howley, of Harris | This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pubd- 


lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 


VARIETY takes no credit for 
rewritien from a daily paper. 








East 


| Group Theatre to give a benefit 
performance of ‘Golden Boy’ April 3 
tor the Spanish Loyalists. 

Dick Merrill given the ’37 Harmon 
aviation trophy for his round trip 
Hight to England. 

Connecticut Society of the Friends 
of Music announces it will have its 
water stadium at Westport ready for 
the first concert June 29. Will give 
concerts throughout the summer. 

New Friends of Music (N.Y.) forms 
a chamber music orch of 36 pieces 
for next season. Friiz Stiedrey to 
conduct. 

Vincent Youmans stuck for $24,950 
back alimony in Monticello, (N.Y.) 
; court. 

Shirley Temple and 20th Century- 

Fox, plaintiffs in a libel suit in Lon- 
| don against ‘Night and Day’ now 
| defunct London journal, were grant- 
'ed damages yesterday (22) by Lord 
Chief Justice Hewart. Twentieth 

‘eceived $7,500 and it’s moppet star 
| $10,000. Defendants were author. 
publisher and printer of an article 
against the child star which the 


, court termed outrageous. 


Pupils of the Ridgefield (Conn.), 
school gave their first New York per- 
iormance last Tuesday at the Ama- 
teur Comedy club theatre, some 40 
performers taking part. Scenes from 
‘Oliver Twist’ and ‘The Other One.’ 
Benefit for school scholarship fund. 
| George Savage, University of 
| Washington, winner in the Federal 
theatre-Dramatists’ Guild play con- 
test with ‘See How They Run.’ More 
than 700 plays were entered. 


the film library of the N. Y. Museum 
of Modern Art, nis books and papers, 
forming a record of his life. Also 
a number of films to round out the 
previous donations. 

Catholic Actors’ Guild throwing a 
dinner for George M, Cohan at the 
Astor April 24. 


Dave W. Griffith has presented to! 


Cohan’s auto from. the Alvin theatre 
| last week, Picked up by a police 
j) cruiser car he denied any recollec- 
| tion of the event. Fenders and front 
bumper slightly damaged when it hit 
a fire hydrant during the chase. 
Paul Vincent Carroll, Irish drama- 
| tist, guest of honor at a tea of the 
Jrama League yesterday. 
| Tommy Farr on his way to the 
Coast for a rest before returning to 
England with Eileen Wenzel, former 
showgirl, whom he is to marry. 
Two thugs held up and robbed 
|; Lewis Stern, manager of nitery at 


| Millburn, N. J., scramming with 
; $3.184., 

} Vera Reikehr, former Broadway 
chorus” grl, shot and killed her 


|} younger husband then turned the 
gun on herself in Copenhagen, Den- 
mark, where her father is prominent 
jin business. 

| Plans to inaugurate stagger svstem 
for N. Y. taxi operation stymied. 


Coast 


Estate of Jean 
her mother, Mrs. 
|administratrix, has been sued by 
| Mrs. Harriet A. Breese, from whom 
the actress rented a Beverly Hills 
| home, for $820 for rent and $618 for 
| damages. 
| Edna Stratton sued Al Kaufman, 
film writer, for $1,900, charging lat- 
j}ter struck her during an argument 
over a story on which they were 
collaborating. 

Leo Turtledove, Hollywood azent, 
has a legal cause for action against 
Al J. Levy, another agent, on the 
besis of allegations that Levy prom- 
jised him a share in his business in 
return for certain confidential in- 
formation, Judge Robert Kenny 
ruled in a L.A. court. Turtledove is 
suing for $30,000. 

Marjorie H. Lesser, daughter of 
Sol Lesser, and Morris Pfaelzer IT, 


Harlow, of which 
Marino Bello, is 


‘Schreiber in Jersey City, March 17. 
He is in Warner’s, New York, pub- 
|licity department. 

| Rosalind Wikander to Darrell V. 


| Martin, in Pittsburgh, March 21, He 







71, in Wilmington, N. C., theatre | 

business since 1906, were held March | FRANK N. HEARN, Jr. 

8. Mr. Howard died in Bullock Hos- | March 26, 1932 

pital, Wilmington, after an illness of | ty Darling Boy—Never Forgotten 
" + thi | by Your Lonely 

=" which lasted about two | “ania y ST cade dlinae af Weckdaiine. 
He went to Wilmington fn 1905 | | _ Edith Stahl to Harold Higgins in 

with a traveling show and returned | gied at his home in Pleasantville,|Chicago, March 17. Bride is in art 







eler for $5,000 which he claims is 
,due him for appraising some $40.000 
worth of diamonds purchased on a 
previous visit to Beantown. She 
denies the obligation’s. 

Yiddish theatre season officially 
lends April 24, but ‘Bei Mir Bist du 
Schven’ at the Parkway will run for 
at least another month. 


Lupe Velez sued by a Boston jew- 


Philadelphia socialite, have made ap- 
plication for a marriage license in 
L.A. Wedding date has not been set. 

Charges against Harry O. Voiler, 
Florida hotel owner, extradited to 
| Los Angeles to stand trial for alleged 
participation in the robbery of Mae 
West in 1932, were dismissed in Su- 
periour court when the prosecution 
admitted it lacked sufficient evidence 


the next year to make Wilmington 


his permanent home. Mr. Howard | 


established the Bijou, Grand, Vic- 
toria, and Royal heatres. At one 
time he operated all four, besides 
conducting the old Academy of 
Music. 


Surviving are his widow, two sons 


and two grandchildren, all of Wilm- 
ington, 





LESTER SHEEHAN 

Lester Sheehan, 43, died March 14 
in a private sanatorium at Saranac 
where he had been an inmate of a 
few weeks. 

For many years he was a feature 
with many Broadway productions, 
being under the management of 
Bert Cooper. He played with Bessie 
Clayton and Pearl Regay in vaude- 
ville and in later years he produced 
flash acts for the Keith circuit. He 
also produced a show in London and 
Paris. 

A sister, Anna Sheehan, survives. 
Interment Holy Cross cemetery, New 
York. 





LAURA A, SUTHERLAND 
Laura Alberta Sutherland, 71, for 
60 years on the stage, died in New 
York March 17 at the Home for In- 
curables. She was the daughter of 


the late George E. Harrison, the- | 


atrical manager, and the widow of 
John Sutherland, 

As Baby Alberta she played in 
‘Hazel Kirke’ with one of the Madi- 


son Square Theatre companies for | 


three years. Her last appearance 
was in “The Miracle’ at the Century 
theatre. She is survived by a 
daughter, 


JULES MENDEL 


Jules Mendel, 63, former stage and | 


of 


screen comedian, died in Los Angeles | 


March 17 following an illness of sev- 
eral years. 


Due, and two daughters. 

Name of the deceased adorned 
macquees on L. A.’s Main Street 30 
years ago, when that thoroughfare 
was the city’s legit center. 





ALBERT J. WHITE 
Albert J. ‘Al’ White, 65, song 
writer and one-time band leader 
with the Barnum & Bailey circus, 
was found dead Thursday (16) in a 
liith> cabin in the Ozark hills, near 
Galena, Mo, apparently a suicide 


|department of Chicago Tribune; he 


Ernst Schelling urged pressure of 


Surviving are his widow, | 
known professionally as Teddy La | 


|N. J., March 16. 
Grand and managed the Lyric and/ 
|Chestnut Street theatres. He was 
later associated with the Apollo 
theatre. 


ARTHUR H. SAMUELS 


| Berliner in 


| ‘ 
” ._|is with WOR, Chicago. 
He at one time operated Nixon's | ~ , 


Joanne Alcorn to Pinky Tomlin in 
Hollywood, March 22. He is song- 
writer and screen actor. 

Constance Hope to Dr. Milton L. 
New York. March 17. 
Bride is a theatrical and commer- 


Arthur H. Samuels, 49, died March | cial press agent. 


| 21, 1938, at Doctor's Hospital, New 
York, of uremic poisoning. He had 
joined WOR, New York, last October 
, as a member of the production dept. 
|; Previously editor of various maga- 
| zines, including Harper’s Bazaar 
and the New Yorker. 
j SYDNEY BAYNES 
Sydney Baynes, musical director 
\for British Broadeasting Co.; and 
| composer, died in London March 9. 
| He was responsible for numerous 
| musical scores and is best known by 
|; his ‘Destiny’ waltz written many 
years ago, ; 


JAMES TEED 


James Teed, of the 


| one-time 
| vaudeville team of Teed and Lazelle, 
i and killed himself at his home, 
| Bay Shore, L. [I., March 18. 

| Despondent over the death of his 
| Wife, Mary Lazelle, about a year 
| ago. 
cites 
WILLIAM S. HENNESSY 

| William S. Hennessy, 49, former 
;Vaude agent with the Keith-Orpheum 
| circuit, died in a New York hospital 
March 21 after a long illness. Widow 
| survives, 

His father died last November, 


MOSES BERLINGER 
| Moses Berlinger, 64, father of 
| Milton Berle, died March 21 in New 
| York. 
Comedian 


services, 


planed east for the 


| pian 

LAWRENCE TILLER 
| Lawrence Tiller, dance school pro- 
| prietor and trainer, son of late John 
| Tiller, founder of concern, died in 
| London March 5. 
GENEViiVE PHILLIPS 
| Genevieve Phillips, 23, stage ac- 
ltress, died from self-inflicted bullet 
, wound in Beverly Hills March 18. 
| Details in legit section. 


JULIA DAWN 
| Jtlia Dawn, organist, died at Mem- 
iphis (13) while at the console of the 


New York March 11. Bride form- 
erly with Phil Spitalny girl band; he 
is bandleader. 

etty Burgess to Sonny Lamont, 
March 20, in Los Angeles Bride and 
groom are teamed on stage and 
radio. 


Harry L. Shannon to Louise Wil- 
letts in Jersey City, March 9. Bride 
is the widow of Clarence Willetts, 
who was with Klaw and Erlanger; 
he is an actor. 

Fleanor Brent to Ben H. Atwell in 
New York, March 15. He is a theatri- 
cal press agent, 
| Lillian Kaprat to Erie 
| New York, March 17 
with WQXR, N. Y. 

Doris Herbert to 
French, in Hollywood. 
| Bride is an actress; he is an actor 
and director. 


Palmer in 
He is engineer 


Charles K. 


ton in Baltimore, March 1, He is 
WIP, Philadelphia, announcer. 
Pauline Ratay, stage actress, to 
Christian Mauthe, General Pictures 
exec, March 19, in Las Vegas, Nev. 











BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Pete Jaeger, son, fn | 


| Chicago, March 15. Father is head 
lof Transamerican office, Chi. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Levoy, son, 
in Hollywood, March 15. Mother is 
the former Renne Bordon, film ac- 
tress; father is a film attorney. 
| Mr. and Mrs, Joseph Goldin. 
| daughter, in New York, 
He’s a theatrical accountant. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leo Rosten, 39n. in 
Hollywood, March 17. Father is a 
screen writer, 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Witt. son, in 
Los Angeles, March 18. Father is 
sales manager at KNX, Los Angeles. 

Mr. and Mrs. William McGrath, 
daughter, in Brockton, Mass. March 
18. Father is WNEW, N, Y., produc- 
tion manager. 





Gypsy Cooper to Clyde Lueas in| 


March 20. | 


Ramona Mitchell to Walton New- | 


| private affairs in giving up the lead- 
ership of the Balto symph. Has been 
unable to conduct this season due 
to an eye injury. Werner Janssen, 
Ana Harding's hubby, has been shak- 
ing the stick. 

Orchestra of 100 blind musicians 
vart of the plan of the N. Y. end of 
National Bureau for Blind Artists. 
States there are 700 blind musicians 
in the state, of which 250 are in 
N. Y. City. Has secured 300 jobs 
|during the past year. 

Gertrude Lawrence in the pulpit 
of the Broadway Temple last Sun- 
| day night. Snoke of the relation 
| between the church and the B'way 
| Stage and did a scene from ‘Susan 


and God’ with Paul McGrath and} 


Nancy Kelly. 

Columbia U. varsity show to play 
White Plains Avril 2. A local com- 

| mittee of 234 alumni will help put 
lit over. 
Sieamship lines report few cancel- 
|lations on east-bound trips, but are 
| booking fewer passengers since the 
| crisis, 

Aluminum Co. of America an- 
nouness a new photographic process 
whereby pictures are made on sil- 
ver-sensitized duralumin. More ner- 
manent than paper and as easy to 
print. 

William K. Loftus, former WPA 
musician, who has been in the Tomb: 
| since Feb. 8, following the death of 
| Mrs. Harriet Neilsen, former diving 
| champ, released Friday. 
| failed to indict. 
| James Teed. old-time vaude actor. 
| shot himself Friday at his home in 
| Bay Shore, L. I. 
| the death of his wife about a year 
ago. Formerly Teed and Lazelle. 
* Louis Searmolin. Union City, 


r 


| Pa.. split the prize offered for a song 


Grand jury 





| to be sung at the dedication of the | 


|} Benjamin Franklin 


Philadelphia. 


Memorial in 


| First circus publicity broke N. Y. ! 


| pavers Sunday. 


Despondent over | 


and Rob Roy Percy. Merion, | 


against the defendant. 

Kirk Windsor, RKO player, an- 
nounced intention of marrying Bar- 
bara Brower, UCLA co-ed, next 
June, 
taven Erik Angus Barnekow, Ger- 
man World War ace, who will wed 
Kay Francis, screen actor, next fall, 
announced plans to launch an air- 
plane manufacturing company in 
i. - 

Susan Hayward flew to New York 
to attend funeral services for her 
father, Rudolph Marriner, 52, who 
died there Wednesday night (16) 
while actress was broadcasting radio 
version of ‘The King and the Chorus 
Girl’ here. 

Will Rogers. Jr.. was reported un- 
injured when Barcelona, Spain, was 
bombed recently. Rogers’ room in 
hotel was strewn with glass as result 
of the bombing. 

Series of performances to have 
'been staged by Max Reinhardt in 
Warsaw were canceled when it 
was reported producer had been re- 
fused permission to leave Austria. 

Charlotte Wynters, stage and 
screen actress. Will ask L. A. court 
to free her from Charles Schall, 
N. Y. socialite, and grant her custody 
of Schall’s daughter by a previous 
marriage. 

John McCormack, Trish tenor, has 
attorneys in Dublin investigating his 
Irish citizenship status, preparatory 
| to announcing his candidacy to suc- 
ceed Eamenn de Valera as president 
of the Irish Free State. McCormack 
is currently at his Hollywood home. 

Agony suffered by, Ruth Roland, 
silent picture star, during the lin- 


gering illnes sthat preceded her 
death. was revealed by physicians 


and nurses, in testimony in a L, A. 
court, where her father, John R 
Roland, is suing-to set aside the will 
which bequeathed him only $100 of 
her estate, estimated as worth more 
| than $1,000,000. 

Charles Scott. 41. studio 
| shifter, was found dead on a cot in 


scene 





March 10. | 


Drama Critics Circle fo nick the Hollywood police station, where 
Avril 18 Results he had applied for lodging. ; 
dinner the 28th. Jan Rubini and his actress wife 
Due for a concert in London Sun- | Adele Rubini, recently reconcilled 
day, Yehudi Menuhin’s accomnanist | were sued in L. A. Superior court 
\left the scores in a bus. Manace- | for $34,261 by Lester Cowan, film 
ment appealed to the audience for | executive, ever the leasehold on the 
scores, and Albert Sammon sunnlied | Rubini manse. 
I the notes. Concert delayel only 15| Alexander 
minutes. : | Leopoldine Constantine Herezes. 
Plans in making for a nerformance | Hungarian legit star, was releasea 
of ‘Our Town’ for 1.009 students from | from the L. A. county jail on a writ 


a piay 
announced at a 


, 
Strakosch, son> . ot 


145 universities Avril 11. Frank | of habeas corpus after being held 
Craven wi"! submit to mass inter- | since last October at the request of 


Scotland Yard. He is 
London on charges of 
frauds, 

George Barnes, Warners camer3- 
!man and former husband of Joan 
| Blondell, and Beity Woods Barnes, 


| view following the performance. 
W. Y. to adopt a new form of traf- 
fic summons. Fines on first offenses 
jto be stated, and delinquent may pay 
| throuch roenrasentative, 
| James Kell, an actor, tn $2.000 bail 


wanted in 
stock sales 


on a charge of taking George M./ have separated, 
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MIDWEST FAIRS 
LOOM BIG IN °38 


Kansas City, March 22. 

Last vear fairs and expositions in 
the Corn Belt area reported general 
jncreases in attendance and a few, 
gzmong them the Missouri State Fair, 
Sedalia, reported new highs. There 
was a shift in the Kansas-Missouri 
erea to better and bulkier grandstand 
entertainment, the success of which 
Gidn't reflect to the advantage of the 
midway bovs. 

Carnivals, although enjoying a 
somewhat better year, didn’t lure 
their share of the payees from the 
grandstands and the exhibition sec- 
tions It was tough competition in 
of better grandstand stuff and 
2 serious interest in this agricultural 
belt in livestock and whatnot ex- 
hibits. About the only department 
that failed to show material increases 
wus in the commercial exhibit 
tions which were about the same as 
in the previous year. 

Outlook for the 1938 season, while 
greatly dependent, of course, on de- 
velopments in the country’s econom- 
ical and political aspects, appears to 
be slightly better than the 1937 sea- 
In this area, 


View 


S@Ce- 


£0n 
year for outer-gate and grandstand 
pasieboards, at this early date, but 
carny men are not so optimistic and 
wre reporting bookings to be tough 
sledding. Fairs are setting 
rigid standards. 


Dates of Corn Belt 1938 fairs and 


expositions follow:— 


more 


4ug. J0-27—Missouri State Fair, Sedalia; 
Chas. W Green, sec'y, 

Aux 24-Sept. 2—-lowa State Fair, Des 
ioines; A. R, Corey, sec’y, 

\ug. US-Sept 2—Colorado State Fair 
Fuevlo; Frank Means, mgr. 

Se {-0—Nebraska State Fair, Lincoln; 
¥ v Reed, sec'y, 

sept, I2-17—Clay County Fair, Spencer, 
J Leo ¢ Dailey, sec'y 


Sept. 11-l7—Kansas Free Fair, Topeka; 
Maurice W. Jencks, sec’y, 
11-17—Ozark Empire District 
+ ngtield, Mo.: E, W. Watts, sec'y 


Sej 1y-23—Kansas State Fair, Hutchin- 
er =. M. Mitchell, gec’y, 

Sept. 17-24—Tulsa State Fair, Tulsa, 
@klo.; . KE. Bridges, sec’y, 

Get, 4-9—Oklahoma Free State Fuir, Mua- 
hogees: KMihel M, Simonds, sec'y. 

Sep 24-Oct, 1—Oklahoma State Fair 


Cxviahoma ¢ 


Mermaids for N. Y. Fair 


Palm Springs, March 22. 
Olive Hatch, aquatic luminary, has 
set up a training camp at the Tennis 
Club, preparatory to beginning the 
task of heading a femme swimming 
act for the New York World's Fair. 
She plans to include 30 expert 
swimmers in her supporting lineup. 


itv; Ralph T. Hemphill, se«’s 








Hanneford’s Horses 


Glens Falls, N. Y., March 23. 

George Hanneford has a summer 
home and training quarters at Katts- 
kill Bay on Lake George. 

While playing an engagement with 
his family and ring horses in Ja- 
maica, L. IL, Hanneford lost Monk, 
one of his trained horses, due to 
lameness and was forced to send the 


It looks like a good | 





OUTDOOR 








Int'l Casino 


(Continued from page 





4U) 

will be above $200.000 and that the 
creditors are eaually confident a re- 
organization of the corporation will 
be of benefit to themselves and the 


' stockholders, 


Fair, | . 
axiomatic 


The nitery has a six year lease on 
the building at 1514 Broadway under 
a rental arrangement of 7‘ of 


monthly gross receipts with a mini-| 


mum of $60,000 a vear for the first 
year and up to $115,000 for the last 
five years, 

Federal Judge Robert Patterson 
mmediately signed the order per- 
mitting the present management to 
continue operation of the theatre- 
restaurant temporarily with the pro- 
viso that the landlord, the 1514 
Broadway Corp., receive at least the 
minimum rent unaer its contract 
The court also fixed April 11 as the 
date for a stockholders and creditors 
hearing, at which time it will be de- 
cided whether to appoint a trustee 
to take over the operation of the 
nitery during the’ reorganization 
proceedings. The court order also 


stipulated that Joe Moss’ salary was 
to be cut from $500 weekly to $100. 

In affidavit signed by Brecker, 
as president, submitted to the court 
in the plea for permission to reorg, 
the of the controlling 
officers were made known. Moss, 
the active manager of the Interna- 
tional. $500 weekly: George Olsen, 
as secretary, $200, and Brecker, now 
treasurer and president, $300. Moss’ 
new job is designated as that of v.p. 


an 


salaries three 


The affidavit states that Moss, who 
is credited with devoting 16 hours 
a dav to the running of the place, | 


voluntarily consented to the salary 
cut, and the other two are refraining 
from drawing salary during the pro- 
ceedings. 

It was the advent of the lavish In- 
ternational Casino which catapulted 
the French Casino into 77B and ulti- 
mate liquidation. It has 
taken over by Billy Rose 
named the Casa Manana,. It’s been 
among the Broadway 
nitery managements that a $40,000 to 
$50,000 weekly drain on the cabaret 
spending public must react nega- 
tively against the others. There is 


and re- 


only so much loose coin around and | 


if one spot gobbles it all up it kills 
off the rest of the town. 

The French Casino had a vogue for 
three years but was geared to a more 


modest pace. When the Interna- 
tional came onto the horizon with 
the most spectacular of all such 


spots, it knocked off the F.C. Shortly 
thereafter, Billy Rose started his 
spot, and while biz has been easing 
off of late, his pace has been around 
$40,000 a week. which means he cut 
in heavily elsewhere. That 
drained the Hollywood and Para- 
dise, latter now on a 
scale and on Sunday (20) opened its 
new ‘spring edition.’ The Holly- 
wood still has reorg labor pains. 

The Cotton Club alone has been 
consistent, attributed to its policy be- 
ing different—colored shows. Yet the 
Cotton Club was the first to recog- 
nize the passing of Harlem, bringing 
Negro divertissement downtown to 
Broadway, and clicking almost from 


‘the gong. 


animal back north to be placed un- | 


der the care of a veterinarian. He 
replaced Monk with Queen,’ which 
he only acquired last year from Mae 
Wirth, Barnum-Ringling equestri- 
enne, who retired last year. 

Hannefords then went to Detroit. 
Mich., where they filled an engage- 
ment last week and Monday at the 
conclusion of their act Queen fell 
cead just off-stage as their per- 
formance ended. 


SUIT OVER DREAM BOOK 
Detroit, March 22. 

John Roxborough, manager of 
champ Joe Louis, plagiarized a 
‘Dream Book’ in connection with 
Cperations of five policy houses, it 
is charged in a federal court suit 
filed here, 

Mallory F. Banks, the complain- 
nt, declares he originated book con- 
wining series of numbers with cer- 
ain meanings, and seeks a restrain- 
Ing order as well as $5,000 each from 
toxborough and four other alieged 
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‘numbers’ operators. Louis pilot is 
Charged with belng owner = and 
operator of ‘The Big Four Co’, one 


of the firms Banks charges with re- 
Printing verbatim the contents of 
his book, tagged ‘The Original Three 
Wise Men.’ 


WAGNER WITH BARNES 


Los Angeles, March 22 
Nick Wagner, veteran road show 
=acent and manager, has joined the 
G. Barnes and Sells-Floto circu 
route checker, 
Outfit opens 


C20 today (22). 


ag 


its season in San 


The International Casino repre- 
sents considerable cash investment 
by bandman George Olsen and his 
wife, Ethel Shutta, who have 
wards of $40.000 in it. Lou Brecker 
and Joe Moss likewise invested. The 
dealers came in with sizable cash 
advances, a trade custom in consid- 
eration for vending to the place. 
They got first preferred stock in ex- 
change. 

As Jerome Wilzin, attorney for the 
corporation stated, after paying off 


the big amortization, the Interna- 
tional found itself with dwindling 
cash reserve at the end of every 
month, Hence, the need for more 
liquid capital, 

The summer show will be an ice 
revue, headed by Maribel Vinson, 


booked by Music Corp, of America, | 


which had also advanced consider- | 
able cash to the International. Show 
comes in April 9. ‘Bravo!’, current 


revue, goes on tour in the presenta- 


tion houses 


SPARKS CHANGES MIND 


Lynchburg, Va., March 22. 

After announcing earlier that he 
would pass up Lynchburg because | 
of a high rental fee for the city- 
owned Fair Grounds, Charles J 
Sparks, owner of Downie Brothers 
Circus. contracted last week for 
Shrader Field. three miles outside 
the corporate lim:ts 

Lot is in Amherst County where 
Sparks skips a license fee and gets 
low rental price. Show booked 
for April 27. Lot was ed last two 
Vea by Sheeslev Midway for an 

( 1 | {fz Spi re 

first ¢ ( te I a t 


since been | 
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Smith Gets Upped 


Albariy, N. Y., 
Another 


March 22 


change in the director- 


ship of the New York State Fair at | 


« 
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Tim McCoy Abandons New England: 





C 
_ Scuipture Contest 
Washington, March 22 
Additional appropriation for the 
New York World’s Fair was _ re- 


Syracuse has elevated Paul Smith, 
of Newark Valley, to the post, and 
brought the demotion of Dr. Albert 
L. Brown from exposition head to 
supervising veterinarian * in the 
Department of Agriculture and | 
Markets. 

| Smith’s pay as State Fair boss will 
be $7,000, while Brown’s will drop 
$3,000 in the recentlv-created job. 

> 4 bl 

New Prod. Trend 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Easing Out Tunesmiths 

Paramount is allowing songwriter 
|contracts to expire and those with- 
out tickets are getting two weeks’ 
notice. Victor Young, Paramount 
music director for the past two 
years, leaves the studio in two 
weeks, although his contract e» 
|pired month ago. Another leaving 
the lot is Sam Coslow, whose pact 
expires shortly. 

Metro has only five musical 
scheduled for the new season and 
recently several writers were let ouf. 
|MG tuners comprise the = annual 
‘Broadway Melody’ revue and_ re- 


mainder are operettas with Jeanette 


MacDonald, Allan Jones and Nelson 
Eddy. 

Sonja Henie will make two at 
|20th-Fox; Shirley Temple is down 
\for one or two, and pictures with 
|Eddie Cantor and Ritz Bros. will 
have songs interpolated. Sidney D 


Mitchell and Harry Akst are depart- 
ees from 20th-Fox, with pruning to 
|further hit music departments and 
writing staffs. 

On RKO the sked holds Fred As- 
taire in ‘Carefree. ‘Fiddle Sticks’ 
and probably an annual ‘New Faces,’ 
but another ‘Radio City Revels’ now 
is unlikely as originally intended. 


Columbia’s schedule is wiped clean 
of musicals unless the studio does 
another Grace Moore picture, 


Universal is steering clear of tune- | 


films. The Deanna 
will have songs only as 


Durbin pictures 
incidentals. 
deliver another 
Artists 


Goldwyn may 
‘Follies’ for United 


als complete go-by. 

Curtailment filmusical production 
lwill affect around 150 at studios, 
aside from musicians. 





soon | 


Rockefeller’s 25% 


more modest | 





(Continued from page 3) 
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up owning around 25% of the new 


RKO. 

| Under the settlement agreement on 
the Rockefeller Center's $9.1000.000 
claim against RKO, the Rockefeller 
people stand to get approximately 
500.000 to 600,000 shares of new RKO 
common. Probability is that. all told, 


up- | 


release | 
but Walter Wanger is giving music- } 


quested of Congress last week a 
the Treasury Department announced 


a national competition fo culptor 
interested in supplying chiseled de¢ 
orations for the Federal buildi: 

Two $10,000 prize were pron d 
successful sculptors who turn in the 
best ide for decorating the two 
huge towers which will loom ove 
the U. S. Government build: 

Competition for mural painters 
also contemplated ; part of the 
$70,000 program for dressing up the 


structure, 


LINING UP MIDGETS 
FOR RACING CIRCUIT 


St I oul 
Earl Reflow, local 
sports events, 1s organizing 
i west circuit for midget auto 
|and plans call for the circuit to in- 
|clude St. Louis, Chicago, Milwaukee, 
Indianapolis, Evansville and possibly 
Memphis. In addition to promoters 
of these towns many pro drivers of 
the midges and who were seen 1n 
|St. Louis during the past few sea- 
{sons participated in the pow-wows. 
| Jimmy Snyder and Marshall Lewis. 
itwo of the outstanding drivers of 
| ‘the little demons,’ have promised to 
|represent St. Louis in the circuit. 
Reflow’s local track will provide 
seating facilities for 10,000 spectators 
and tentative plans call for the local 
lracing night to be held every Tues- 
| day. During the summer months of 
1935 and 1937 midget auto racing was 
| held at the Walsh Memoria, home of 
ithe St. Louis University football 
| team. 


March 22 
promoter of 
a Mid- 

racing 





Park Managers Meet 


Boston, March 22. 
Code of ethics in New England the 


|past year among parkmen remained 
|inviolate according to a committee 


report at the tenth annual conven- 
tion of the New England section of 


i} the National Association of Amuse- 


| 


ment Parks, Pools and Beaches, at 
the Manger Hotel, Tuesday (15). 


| Organization voted $10 to the Mu- 


| $755. 


| the modified plan may call for no! 
'more than 2.200,000-2.500,000 shares 
of new common. 

Atlas Corp. already owns or con- 


48% 


and 


trols approximately of present 
debentures of RKO 
mately 40% of presenti RKO common. 
Additionally. by its agreement to 
purchase RCA’s remaining equity in 
RKO, Atlas controls for reorganiza- 


tion purposes these remaining se- | 
curities, 

| Apparently neither the Rockefeller 
| people nor the Atlas interests have 


| indicated what their views regarding | 


‘the future management and opera- 
ition of RKO. after reorganization, 
shall be. So far as known, there 


hasn't been any mention as to the 


possible directorate setup 


} Hollywood March 22 
That the RKO hearing would be 
postponed was known to Floyd 


Odlum and his adviser on RKO mat- 


ters. Peter Rathvon. before leaving 
New York for the Coast. Both are 
at the Odlum ranch at Indio on the 


desert this past week. 
Odlum has 
the RKO studio but 


not been in touch with 


r 
Rathvon was in 


contact by phone with plant exec 
Jock Whitney was at Palm Springs 
over the weekend but reported he 
visited Odlum Sundav te dis- 
cuss possibilities with him of Selz- 
nick-International either mereing o1 
tying in with RKO after the re- 
organization was completed by Atlas 
Corno.. which is controlled by Ov 
Whitney ] ( e nere L,uesdi 


approxi- | 


seum of Public Recreation at Coney 
Island, New York. Sixty-five regis- 
tered, with 100 at the dinner and 
|entertainment, the latter furnished 
by George A. Hamid. Org’s bank 
| balance starts off the new year with 
Org spent $500 last year. 
| NAAPPB will hire a press agent to 
exploit New England amusement 
centers. 

Voted that all unpaid membership 
dues prior to 1937 would be ex- 
punged, providing dues from 1937 on 
be put on the line. 

Wallace St. Clair Jones 
elected president; other 
were John T. 


was re- 

re-elections 

3enson, first v.p.; 

Fred L. Markey, secretary, and C. F 

Chisholm, treasurer John T. Clare 
as Dut in as second v.p 


Encoring a Job 


Pittsburgh, March 22 


George Tyson, advertising head of | 


here 
of Show- 
City for 


Harris Amusement Company 
has been named director 
men’s Jubilee in Atlantic 
|third year in succession. Group an- 
nually stages the beauty pageant 
‘leading to the selection of Mis: 
America there in September. 
Tyson has obtained 
leave of absence from Harris outfit 
beginning June 1 and during h 
absence exploitation for circuit will 
be handled by Ken Hoe! 
aging Harris house in St. Mar; 


nOwW Wiatli- 


Preferred Carney 
Pine Bluff, Ark., March 22 


Pan-American Shows, who win- 
tered here, will open the season 
March 28, but will be the only carney 
to show here for at least the yea! 
19338. 

On account of many complaints 
made by citizens of Pine Blufl 
avainst carnies, the city and counts 


official have ayreed that no permits 


will be ued after April first for 
the year 1938, and afier 1} 
license will be so high that 

could be made by showing he 


three-month | 


Early Spring Dates in Midwest 





A — ; 
Canton, O., March 22 
Proposed New England tour of the 
new Col. Tim McCoy wild west cir- 
cus which was to have gotten under 
way about the middle of May, is 
definitely off, at least temporarily 
according to advance representatives 
of this show, back in the middle 
west after abandoning the eastern 
jaunt Outlook for circuse vetting 
any money in this particular ter: 
tory early in the season is far frorn 
encouraging, agents indicated 
Instead the McCoy show, accord- 
| ng to the change in routing, will 
double back into the middle west 
immediately after the May 9 week 
n Philadelphia. New York State 
t is understood, will be passed up 
entirely during the trek back, but 
everal stands will be played in 
Pennsylvania, then the show moves 
inlo Ohio, to make Youngstown. 
Akron Massillon in the order 
named. From Ohio show is slated 
to go into West Virginia. 
| Agents in command of the rout 
are very much at loss right now us 


| to where to put the show. Ohio will 
| be overrun with rail shows in Mav 
| with Hagenbeck Wallace, Cole Bros. 
| the new Robbins Bros. and the Me- 
| Coy show, all having contracted u]- 
| ready the major industrial cities jn 
| the Buckeye state, many of which 
| Will have two of them within 
| days of each other. 

| While most of the Ohio industria} 
cities are hard hit by the recession 
there are spots where conditions 
should give a circus better than a 
fair break. Steel mill centers and 
the rubber towns are being passed 
up by some of the rail shows for 
early season. The Ringling Bros.- 
Barnum & Bailey Circus will] not 
come into Ohio until June. 


ten 


Truck shows apparently are plan- 
ning to keep out of the rail show's 
contrected territory for none of the 
score or more of the motorized out- 
fits have done any contracting in 
Eastern Ohio and the upper Ohio 
valley as yet. In former years 
Downie Bros., Mix and Wallace 
Bros. were playing this territory as 





early as late April, and many of 
| the towns had ‘Wait’ paper up at 
this time. 


Hollywood, March 22. 
work on the last of Tim 
| McCoy's westerns for Monogram is 
being rushed to completion to per- 
mit the sagebrusher to meet hic 
commitment for the start of his cir- 
cus tour. Picture is still without 
a title. McCoy finished the third of 
his Monogram series, “Renegide 
Law,’ last week, 


PLAN CANADA LOOP 
FOR SKATING STARS 


Regina, Sask., March 22. 
With skating carnivals, even 
though 85°, cuffo affairs, getting inte 
big money in Western Canada, talk 
is current of forming a carnival cir- 
cult to supply big name blade stars 
at a minimum of expense, 

Idea is to link Winnipeg, Regina, 
Moose Jaw, Edmonton and Calgury, 
in a circuit with bigger and beite: 
names, 


‘, 
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Fun for Frisco 


Sen Francisco, March 22 
Harry G. Traver, builder of 
world’s carnival rides for 40 years, 
here to cinch arrangements for mid- 
Way concessions on Treasure Island 
next year. Traver and Expocsitior 
CONCESS director Frederick Wed- 
dleton arranged for 12,000 square- 
foot ‘fun house,’ roller coaster, bar- 
rel ride and new style min 


iio y.de 
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N. Y. Fair’s Fortnight 


New York State Fair, held in S\ 
cuse annually, will run two weeks 
this year instead of the customary 


jone week romp in September. Paw! 
'Smith, recently with the State Bu- 


reau of Milk Publicity in Alba 


will have charge under H. V. Noye 
Commissioner of Agriculture. 
Previous State Fair advertising 
budget of $1.000 may be greatly - 
CULEC IM. Mathe avency € 
bpected to e& account. 
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Bui. i000) = IT’S MERLE’S 
| ') BEY E\ FIRST COMEDY HIT! * 
4 IT'S KORDA'S FIRST | 
| IN TECHNICOLOR! 
i 
| “Delightful entertainment...a triumph. Techni- 
color extremely effective.” —MOTION PICTURE DAILY 
“A major achievement for Korda. As brilliant 
and sparkling a light comedy as can be recalled. 
Perfect cast. Technicolor excellent.” —FILM DAILY 
“Rich, smart entertainment. Technicolor as fine f 
as has yet appeared.” —VARIETY 
. Coming son to 
RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL | 





ALEXANDER KORDA presente. a 
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Te EN 
| | a comedy in Technicolor with LAURENCE OLIVIER - a A BARNES. : | 


RALPH RICHARDSON + MORTON SELTEN © Directed by Tim Whelan + Released thru United Artists 
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